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BOYD SCHOOL 

Boyd School was a little one-room school building on Brashear Run Road about 
two miles south of Independence, Pennsylvania. It was located on a 
small tract of land that was formally owned by William Patterson. 

The students entered the building by a small front porch. There were hooks on the 
wall just inside the front door for the student's coats. The girls hung their coats on the 
right side of the door and the boys on the left side. 

In the very center of the room was a big coal stove that we all referred to as a " 
pot belled" stove. It was the teacher's chore to be at school early and get the stove 
burning before the children arrived. The coal for the stove was stored in another building 
that was about thirty feet from the schoolhouse. The teacher also had to bring the buckets 
of coal in from the coalhouse unless some of the older boys would volunteer to bring it 
m. 

To the right of the big stove were two rows of desks facing the front of the room. 
These were small desks for students in the first four grades. There were two more rows 
of desks on the left side of stove that were used for the fifth to the eighth grade students. 
The teacher's desk was on a platform in the front of the room and on the wall just behind 
her desk was the blackboard. In front of the platform was a bench that would seat about 
five or six students. This is where each grade would be called to recite their lessons. 

On the wall over top of the blackboards were two framed pictures of George 
Washington and Abe Lincoln. During recess the older boys would make little mud balls 
and bring them to class to see if they could hit the pictures without the teacher catching 
them. Somehow the teacher could never catch the guilty party. 

Many of the younger students learned a great deal from hearing the older students 
reciting their lessons. This is one advantage of a one-room school. 

Recess was a great time when all the students went about to play. If we had a 
small ball we sometimes would play a game we called "Annie Over". We had people on 
the upper and lower side of the coalhouse and roll the ball over the roof and hope the 
other side didn't catch it. 

During recess, if you needed to go to the rest room you had to follow the path 
down a little hill to one of the two six by six buildings. We did not have nice soft toilet 
tissue but we could always read the "Sears" catalogue. 

We had a well for our water supply. We pumped the water into a bucket with a 
real old fashion pump. We carried the bucket in and put it on a bench near the coat racks. 
A ladle was put into the bucket from which all the students drank. There was a pan for 
water that you could wash your hands. 



Everyone was happy and loved to get to school early to talk and play with their 
friends. The children were all farm children. The older ones had to help with farm 
chores before they walked a couple miles over hills to school. 

There were several one-room schools in our neighborhood. They would all ring 
the school bell at eight thirty and at nine o'clock. When we heard the eight thirty bell we 
knew we had to walk a little faster but the nine o'clock bell, we knew we were late for 
school. We could hear two other school bells beside Boyd School. We heard Jamison 
School and Scott School bells. 

I went all eight years of grade school to Boyd and was in the last to go to Boyd 
School. To keep a school open you had to have at least ten students. When our class 
finished eighth grade there were only six students left. We were all bused to Avella 
Schools. This was a great change for country children. Boyd School closed in the spring 
of 1936. There were three families going to school then. The families were four McAdoo 
boys, four Adams girls, and two Craig children. 

My sister Olive and I started to Boyd School in the fall of 1928 and attended all 
eight grades. We walked from home across Indian Camp Road, the Moore Farm, and the 
Patterson Farm to the School on Brashear Run Road. We had to cross a creek on the 
Moore farm. When there was a hard rain the creek would rise and wash away the board 
we walk across on. Dad would harness up our old gray horse and ride each one of us 
across the creek every morning and evening until the creek was back in its banks. 

In 1928, our first teacher was Mary Brautigam. She only taught one semester 
before she married Charles Robison. It was a law at that time married women could not 
teach. You can imagine how well liked Charles Robison was by the students at Boyd 
School 

I know that it would not be feasible for us to go back to one-room schools, but I 
am so pleased and thankful that I had the opportunity to go to Boyd School. 

As Remembered by 

Gertrude Adams Buck 
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