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BOYD SCHOOL 

Boyd School was a little one-room school building on Brashear Run Road about 
two miles south of Independence, Pennsylvania. It was located on a 
small tract of land that was formally owned by William Patterson. 

The students entered the building by a small front porch. There were hooks on the 
wall just inside the front door for the student's coats. The girls hung their coats on the 
right side of the door and the boys on the left side. 

In the very center of the room was a big coal stove that we all referred to as a " 
pot belled" stove. It was the teacher's chore to be at school early and get the stove 
burning before the children arrived. The coal for the stove was stored in another building 
that was about thirty feet from the schoolhouse. The teacher also had to bring the buckets 
of coal in from the coalhouse unless some of the older boys would volunteer to bring it 
m. 

To the right of the big stove were two rows of desks facing the front of the room. 
These were small desks for students in the first four grades. There were two more rows 
of desks on the left side of stove that were used for the fifth to the eighth grade students. 
The teacher's desk was on a platform in the front of the room and on the wall just behind 
her desk was the blackboard. In front of the platform was a bench that would seat about 
five or six students. This is where each grade would be called to recite their lessons. 

On the wall over top of the blackboards were two framed pictures of George 
Washington and Abe Lincoln. During recess the older boys would make little mud balls 
and bring them to class to see if they could hit the pictures without the teacher catching 
them. Somehow the teacher could never catch the guilty party. 

Many of the younger students learned a great deal from hearing the older students 
reciting their lessons. This is one advantage of a one-room school. 

Recess was a great time when all the students went about to play. If we had a 
small ball we sometimes would play a game we called "Annie Over". We had people on 
the upper and lower side of the coalhouse and roll the ball over the roof and hope the 
other side didn't catch it. 

During recess, if you needed to go to the rest room you had to follow the path 
down a little hill to one of the two six by six buildings. We did not have nice soft toilet 
tissue but we could always read the "Sears" catalogue. 

We had a well for our water supply. We pumped the water into a bucket with a 
real old fashion pump. We carried the bucket in and put it on a bench near the coat racks. 
A ladle was put into the bucket from which all the students drank. There was a pan for 
water that you could wash your hands. 



Everyone was happy and loved to get to school early to talk and play with their 
friends. The children were all farm children. The older ones had to help with farm 
chores before they walked a couple miles over hills to school. 

There were several one-room schools in our neighborhood. They would all ring 
the school bell at eight thirty and at nine o'clock. When we heard the eight thirty bell we 
knew we had to walk a little faster but the nine o'clock bell, we knew we were late for 
school. We could hear two other school bells beside Boyd School. We heard Jamison 
School and Scott School bells. 

I went all eight years of grade school to Boyd and was in the last to go to Boyd 
School. To keep a school open you had to have at least ten students. When our class 
finished eighth grade there were only six students left. We were all bused to Avella 
Schools. This was a great change for country children. Boyd School closed in the spring 
of 1936. There were three families going to school then. The families were four McAdoo 
boys, four Adams girls, and two Craig children. 

My sister Olive and I started to Boyd School in the fall of 1928 and attended all 
eight grades. We walked from home across Indian Camp Road, the Moore Farm, and the 
Patterson Farm to the School on Brashear Run Road. We had to cross a creek on the 
Moore farm. When there was a hard rain the creek would rise and wash away the board 
we walk across on. Dad would harness up our old gray horse and ride each one of us 
across the creek every morning and evening until the creek was back in its banks. 

In 1928, our first teacher was Mary Brautigam. She only taught one semester 
before she married Charles Robison. It was a law at that time married women could not 
teach. You can imagine how well liked Charles Robison was by the students at Boyd 
School 

I know that it would not be feasible for us to go back to one-room schools, but I 
am so pleased and thankful that I had the opportunity to go to Boyd School. 

As Remembered by 

Gertrude Adams Buck 



M T·h 400 p t l Adoo. W. H. S. McAdoo, J ames n·L 
O"l•e . . . an · . ersons a i M~oore, W . C. CaT~.an, Leo:1ard G . 

.L j R1-chey, Cora ~c.Alns!er· Panen;~n.. 

Reunl.on at Old Boyd Sc-1lool 1 ;:~~~~:~?~~~ir~~t.e:~~d ~~~~~s;. · · l Adams R;pley. Of c11:s numo.er 
1 a ... j :fi..-e cam-e back and taught at their 

-rr...;.. $ i home schoo1, \V. C. Carman. W. H . 
IXDEPENDENCE. Juue 27- Up-. ed in th<• old on~-rooroed scboolj S. Mc.Adoo, Leonard G . Ridley, 

war ds of 45tl Dersons. many for- ' that last tln·ougilollt iife aud work; Cora McAllister Patterson and 
mer tea·cllers. :pupils and patl·ons : for goou in a community. j John ilL McAl!i~tH . . 
or children of these patrons, at- : Others who made talks were B.: Eight pupils from tne old sc11o?l 
tended the first reunion of tbe ; F. Skillen, principal G[ the In_ de- : have gradl.ia>:ed from the to\\·nsl~lP 
Boyd School, one mile south of : pendente 'fuwnship Schools; Earl ! high school. ::\lildred Pa_tte.rson -~1_!;· 
hera today. It P1'Q>-.:d a pleasing: Amos. J . G. McA1li;;ter, for many ! gett, Ma1·tha Adams Rtpley, H.tlaa 
occasion as old acquaintances.· ~·ears a resident Oli the farm ad- j l\roore Allen. Haze1 Patterson 
teachers ~nd :pupils not se·eu for joi!ling the school rm;perty, n()w i Campbell, Eleanor Patterson, Ru!h 
ma11y years. ·wneu the roll was of near Buffalo, and others . . Toe. ; J:;IcAdoo, S. Patterson aud Faye 
caHed for former teachers, 13 re· Cll:::A.llister b1·others . sang seYeral 1 Craig. 
sponded, the oldest of 'Whom ·was. q:.:anet numbers w1th llirs. Cora i !\1r. Moore read a list of the 
J. A. Hutchison, of the Finleys,: ~It.-\llister Patters()U ai. the organ. J teachers wi::o have taugllt 2t the 
woi1 taught at Boyds 52 :;.-ears ago. ; l~nstrumenta1 mus!C was also fnr· i Boyd school, althougb . it was not 

At noon the usual big dinner was 'nished. : netirely comlJl~te as ilie -eariy rec-
servei!, one of the features of this t There ar e no, records show~ng I ords could not be found. I1Iary 
school sinee it was established. when the :firs~ o~a log ~chool b~nld·, Buchanan t a ught the school :in the 
The morning >>as gi>en o;oer to ir:;:; was erectea: but 1t was wng 1 vear 18S2 and those who ha>'e fol· 
meeting old friends and following before the publlc school system I iowed her and some who haYe 
tbe rlinn~r se1reral speakers were :--a~ esta?!lshed. There were n~ i taught twa '?d ihrea te;:ms _are: 
heard. o:s£s saw ~Ir. Moore. Bencbe;,! William McWreath, R. A .. Jam1sou, 

,James Moore, :pernaps among the made from split logs _formed the! Anna • Nolan Psttit, Ebenezer l\Ic
oldest cf the !JUP!ls __ p-resent and 1 sezts without backs ... !n tl1~ year 1 Elroy, .T. F.. Welch, Job;'l H . N~1:0:?• 
also a teacber ann mrector. gaxe ; 1S38 the old lo~ buudmg 'lias re- ; A. H. Orr. Taylor Atkmson. Kam
a. very complete his tory of the ; placed v;i'th a bnck structu_re made 1 erine Ghrist l\lcKary, ·Jennie Scott 
school -v:ith many sidelights on the ~ from bricks left over wnen • the ; Campbell, OliYe McGugin, Jarn:s 
e:ar1y _school whlch were interest-; James Boyd house, now ownea by! F'. Cree, James !11. Mickey, Lhzie 
ing. He compared the o!d sch?~l: W. B . Patterson, "'::S £re~t;'!d, and l McKee, Syhic. B. Me Wreath Law: 
with that of today and of the h1~J1; fro!l1 the James Doads bnc_::_ l_lo_me j ton, ·Frank B. McCracken, F;acbe1 
:points 1u the school liEe of a child 1 which stands _on an. -~aJommg Scott Byers, James A. Hntclnnson. 
a half century ago entireiy for- ., farm. '.1he bnck bUJl.cml; was I Samuel L . Byers, .Je=~e Ann
gotten today_. _ The ~lil.. {me-room erected on a site I!ea:r t~e P:eseil.t . strong, William S omerville, Mag~ie 
schoo1 was hlg.!l1y pra1sea by many i b!lilding. The bmldmg ~~hzch 1s l Eakin. \V. c . Carma..."!, :Mary A.. Mc
"oldtimers.'~ ! still in use was erected m lST.t., ! Alister A1da Elson. Anna'be1 'Wcod-

J. A.. Hutchison, now past 'iO i 64 year~ <=.go. Only twa school '\ burn Lowry, \Vliliam V.'. Wilson. 
years, ·is :p':rhaps the oldest liyn:g : buildings in_ the to-.n1ship are •• ol~- Cor.. Smith \\l:!eat, Annab~l ·wood
teach-er. He taught at Boya zn i er. the Jamison an~ Scott •• ?o,_n _m j burn Lowry, Lizzie 1\fartm. Leo~-
1883 and in recalling B'.:lme of t:J:e ' the :r.It. Hope sect10n. Wrth few j ara G. P.ichey, . Cora Mc ... ~Uist_er 
events of 'that time told of a blg l <!xceptions , said )Ir_ .Moore. tll_e i P2.tterson Anna Tensier Mechlm, 
snow that year. He h~d 34 pupils: o1d building ~s it stand stoday 1s l John -r.rc...f..llister, Rose Patterson. 
on- ths roll and tbe nay of the ; the same as 1t "as 54 years ago.' Marv Buchanan, Jean DeFrance, 
SJ:\OW two reported., He . produced i The sa1ary_ of fh~. tea:hers at .! Elizabeth Golden, Lester Koble, 
his .old roll and c al1e-d 1t and 10 : tnat time, said the mstonan, was 1 E'lllma l'>IH!er Brown, Ha..-ry ~!e
of the pupils oi that ::ear resr..nnd- ; l.<1S to $20 :par m':nth. '!he record l Connell, Pear1 Findling !11-cCart~ , 
ed.. They were Rooert Lowry, i of 18:56 shows tl:rat tne sch_o,?l '!Wilda J\IcC:;.lmont Reed, L-o~1s 
William Lo.,-ry. W:iHiam B. Patter· · board fixen the ~-age~ ~rou1 :;<1~ .• ~ 0 1 Rush, Guy Smith, Lillian_ 'Bun?, 
son, George Ra!sto!l, Bcl1 Patter- to $:15 per ·mont..'l but m 186~. Lne ! A.tma We1ls Be.bannan, Loms Ru.sr:. 
son Gregg~ Annie Patter-sop. _Bar- V>ages jumped to ~3? per mon~~r inancbe Rush .Horner •• Bernl<:e Gor
ber, Jenme P a tterson Nangon, a foLlr and one-halr months term. J rloii, V-en1er Smith .. \'\•. H . S. Me
Annie Mc..J\doo S_onda, ~o\nn17 Rals·. He compare? the .n.lill.~ge of two l Adoo, Hester Temple, Verner 
ton La~ck, Anme Anaerson For- ; and four nulls Witn me present i Smith, OliYe \'lolf, Glenn .Tohn:;tQn, 
n-ey. Tne 1-G stud<;ntl! -were c:;ned ~day l<:vy fo~.school purposes, show-~ Mild.red Painter, l\rary ~Utl.~an, 
together and rscruyea congra.ula- ; jn g that lt had doubled many Marv Co.."C. Hazel Campbeh, Jo1m 
tions. _ ! times. . .. ~ Caldw-ell. Emma Lowry. 

Anna.beil WoodiJurn Lowry, a! l\Ir. Moore a1so grew rem1mscen. B ~ . the aa-.-s outing closed 
h · •- ·· t 1k · · - tiJ 1 · ·.,.,~school.: e.me · • tea~ er, ga.-e an m..eresung a. m ; and t.:->id or e ~ q sm~"'"' _ _ . -, ice cream cones were passed out 

whlcb she srated that the old one· i the 1;terary socltie.s, the Qebat'tn~ . d the o'd teac'b.en;, studEnts and 
room sch~l w.as the backbone of l societies and of some of th:e o1u- 1 a~trons c~lled it a "Perfect Day." 
our -educational system and de- : time debaters, E. F. Junes, T . B. 1 "P~ 
plored ·the fact that ther we:re fast 1 How·ara, William Suromervme, 
disapp:earing. She told of the ; William Patterson, W. S. Moore, 
school closings and ma.u:r other j J. G. McAHister, Walter Craig, W. 
features that stanil out i:tl. the; H . l\1cA.ilDo, the histcri:an. himself 
minds of the former students. . ll and otters. 

Mrs. Alma. Dodds Finnefrock, 1 Pour of the teachers of this 
nof :a, missionary 1n India and a i school entered the ministry, R . A. 
former . student of the school, l Jamison, A. H. Orr, James M. 
brm,lgbt greetings and ·told of SOI:l~ j £!ici::.ey .and Leonard Ric~ey, Of 
of her life in the district, .:.na of l t.bs pupiJ.s, two entered tne min
her work now. l ist.ry, Wi1iiam F. Plummer and 

The ReT. L.. G. Richey, now pas- j Leonard G. Richey. 
lor ol: ihe Franklin J.I. E . Church,! · Twelve pupils became teachers, 
<~.nd .a former student and teacner Laura Moore We'igmann, ll!a;;;;ie 
ol' the school. to1d of the ties form-.Patterson Ste•enson. W . H. M<'-

More than 400 persons at Reunion at Old Boyd School 
Unknown Newspaper -1935 Edition 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 


