
 

 
The 

Burgettstown 
Fair 

 
 
 

 

 

Fort Vance Historical Society 



Burgettstown Fair 
October 3, 1907 

Top Row: Myrtle Reed, Iva Mendenhall and Louella Reed. 
Middle Row: Arthur Mendenhall, Susie Reed, and Campbell Fulton. 
Front Row: Austin Reed and Monroe Fulton. 



Burgettstown Fair 
Souvenir Tin-Type, Unknown Year 

Myrtle Reed, Louella Reed, and Mary Cain 
Elyie Haney, George Cain, and Harry Reed 



Burgettstown Fair 
Souvenir Tin Type-Unknown 



Burgettstown Fair 
Souvenir Tin-Type 

Sadie Inglefield and Louella Reed 
Austin Reed and George Cain 



Burgettstown Fair 
Souvenir Tin Type-Unknown 



Burgettstown Fair Grounds Grandstand 
Yearly Display of Horsemanship-July 4, 1910 

Unknown, Unknown, William Franklin Core, Noah, Harry Fullum, and Unknown 



Burgettstown Fair

The Pittsburgh Post
Saturday, October 5, 1889

Close of the Burgettstown Fair.
BURGETTSTOWN, PA.,-October 4.-

The Burgettstown Fair closed this evening.
Fully 10, 000 people were in attendance.
It was the most successful fair ever held.

Claysville Recorder Extracts
October 19,1900

"The receipts at the Burgettstown Fair were $6, 239.59."

The Pittsburgh Press
September 29,1914

'The 59th Annual Exhibit of the Burgettstown Fair Association began
today, with every stall and booth filled. The exhibits this year surpass
in number and quality those of other years, and the indications are
that attendance records will be broken. Four races are cardedfor

tomorrow, bringing together some of the best horses in this section."

The Pittsburgh Press
October 3, 1927

"Burgettstown fair to open Tomorrow"

The 72nd
Annual exhibit of the Un ion Agricultural Association will open at

Burgettstown tomorrow. It will continue though
Wednesday and Thursday with night shows and special feature.



TUESDAY, OCTOBER FIRST 
Gates open for the reception of exhibits at 9 a. 

m. by tlie Gate Committee. 
M-eeting of the Board at the Secretary's office at 

'call of the l>re~iden t. 
All horses entered for exhibition, speed except­

en, will be called promptly at 2 p. m. 
Entries in Agricultural, Mechanical and Ladies' 

.• Departments close at 6 p. m. 

;WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER SECOND 
.Judges in the different departments will meet 

promptly at.fl:3o a . m. 
Horses in Classes Band D will be called at 8:30 

a . m. 
Class B will form in order at the north end of 

the ring; in charge of S. D. Rankin and Chas.McDon­
ald. 

Class·D will form in order at south end of ring; 
in charge of W. J. Hunter anrl A. S . Hays. 

Ponies in center of ring. 

The track will be occupied by­
No. I . 2:40 Trot. 

. No. 2. 2:25 Pacf'. 
No. 3· Free-for-all Trot. 

Races c~lled at 12:30 p. m., sharp. 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER THIRD 
Horses in Classes C and~ called at 8:30a.m. 
Class C will form in order at· the north end of 

· the ring; inchar.ge .of'A. S. Hays and W. J. Hunter. 
Class A will form in ·order ·at the south end of 

the ring; in charge of Chas McDonald and S D. 
Rankin. 

Class F will form on track in front of Judge's 
stand; in charge of \V. J .. Hunter and S.D. Rankin. 

Track will be occupied by­
No. I. Free-for-all Pace. 
No. 2. 2:25 Trot. 
No. 3· 2:40 Pace. 

Right reserved to chauge programme. 

Burgettstown Fair Program 
The Enterprise-October 2, 1907 Edition 



' SCENE N£A.R THE MAlN ENTRANCE OF THE FAlR GROUNDS 

Union Agriculture Fair-Burgettstown, PA 
The Enterprise-1907 Unknown Edition 



Exhibitions were held on these grounds until 1860~ and on June 2d of 
that year nine and a half acres of land were leased for ten years of B. G. 
Burgett, at the expiration of which time additional ground was added, and it 
was released for ten years~ and again, Feb. 11, 1780 (1880?), was leased for 
ten years. At the present time the company have inclosed seventeen acres. 
The grou11ds were fenced and permanent buildings erected the first year the 
society came into possession of the grounds, and fairs l1ave been held there 
continuot1sly. No account was k:ept of the amount of volt1ntary contributions 
for erecting fences, grading the tract, and other worl(. 

The cost of rent of fair grounds from the first year ( 1856) to the present 
time has been $3350; repairing grounds, $2500; music, $2140; buildit1gs, 
halls, stalls, etc., $9690; printi11g, $2187; amount of 1noney paid for 
premiums from the first, $24,000. Receipts from entries and tickets, 
$49,832.34. The receipts from the fair held Oct. 4, 5, and 6th, 1881, was 
$2165.10. 

B. G. Burgett lease for Union Agriculture Fairgrounds 
Smith Twp.-Crumrine 



Annual Fair Starts 
With Fine Prospect 

l Annual Exhibition of Union Agricul-
tural Association Starts Out 

With Favorable Prospect 

;The 76th annual exhibi t, fair and 
race program of the Union Agricul· 
tural Association opened on the Bur· 
gettstown fair grounds on Tuesday 
under auspices which promise a 

1 very successful exhibition. From all 
l indications, and barring possible bad 
r weather, the fair should be one of 

the best in the history of this old in· 
stil:ution. If weather forecasts of the 

1 experts are justified, there will be 
clear skies, crisp air and dry grounds 
for races and other activities. 

There are many horses on the 
ground in readiness for the races be· 
ginning Wednesday afternoon and 
continuing on Thursday afternoon. 

1 Due to the unusual t ime at which the 
Enterprise is sent to press only a 

I limited amount of data as to program 

I 
management is available. Thf' tri -state 
territory is well represented by horses 
entered for the numerous races. 
Entries have come from Johnstown, 
Mercer, Pittsburgh, W11eelin2", Lisbon, 
Ohio, Washington, Avella and other 
places. 

The association maintains one of 
the best dirt tracks in the fair cir­
cuit. The circle is one-third mile in 
length and all parts are visible from 
every section of the grounds. It is 
expected the races will attract great 
crowds on Thursday afternoon. J. M. 
Pyle, Burgettstown; J. C. Rogers, Me· 
Donald, and Vance Walker, 1 Cross 
Creek, are in charge of the speed 
program. 

Floral hall is an interesting pla:~e 
on the grounds. Many exhibits are be· 
ing made there and the displays are 

I 
educational as well as highly interest· 
ing. Neariy every branch of industry 
in the way of cooking, canning, sew-

1 ing and art work is in evidence among 
the exhibits. Exhibitors coD,J.e from 
all parts of the country side and in­
terests appears as keen as that mani-

1 

fes ted in bygone years when county 
fairs were the big noises of the 
country. 

The officers of th€ U:aion Ag!'l:...~.­
tural Associa.tion are C. · \V. Tone, 
president; J. L. McGough, secretary: 
Ralph L. Bell, treasurer. There an• 
many committees, all manned by ex­
perienced and capable workers who 
have spared no effort to c::trr:v along 

I 
the excellent traditions of th€ old 
Burgettstown fair. 

Annual Fair Starts with Fine Prospects 
Burgettstown Enterprise-October 1, 1931 



BIG CROWDS PRESENT 
AT FAIR LAST WEEK 

. 
Wet and Cold Weather Interferes But 

Sligt·hly With 80th Annual 
of Burgettstown Fair 

The 80th 'annual exhibit of the 
Union AgricultU'ral Association at the 
local fair groUJilds last week was t he 
most successful t hat has been held in 
a number of years. The opening day,. 
Tuesday, was pr.actic&lly lost on ac· 
count of rain, 1and while Wednesday 
and Thursday were fair the weather 
was extremely co1d and high wind's 
prevailed. Weather conditions un­
doubtedly operated to keep down 
the crowds, but it is understood at­
tendance ran between 8,000 and 10,· 

\ 000. 
The horse racing proved one o·£ 

the big fe&tulres on Thursday. There 
was one spill bult the driver w;as not 
seriously injured. Whisper, owned by 
Ing.raham Cummins, of Waynes1burg, 
furnished the thrills in the 2:22 pace, 
winning all three heats .. 

Among the "aid timers" in attend­
ance was M. L . Cook, of Hickory, 
one of the most elde·rly citizens of 
northwestern Washington county. He 
is approaching his 86th year. He has 
attended every fair since the organ­
ization of the Union Agricultural As-

, sociaUon except 1874. That year he 
was in Ohio on a visit but attended 
a fair there. 

There were many attractive ex­
hibilts about the grotllnds and the 
livestock show was of a high quality. 
Women had unusually fine dis play. 

Exhibitors· follo w: McClelland 
(Doc) Boles, C. L. Beers, J. L. Eck· 
les, John L . Horr, John Hunter, E. 
W. Hook, C. C. Herrou, Clark Ful· 
lerton, J . L . Marquis, George Por­
ter, Lee R. Scott, W. W . Stewart, 
Mrs. Leman Smiley, Ben Woods, 
Wheeler Exens, Mrs. S. H. Arnold, 
Mrs. J. M. Aiken, H. J . Allen, :Mrs. 
J. R. Brown, Lousetta Cheeseman, 
Mrs .. David Duncan, C. F. Freshwater, 
Mrs. Vorea Hammond, Mrs. John 
Hunter, F. R. Kreer, Nanny E. Gilles­
pie, Grace Johnston, Grace Lawson, 
L . B. La-wson , A. H . Mathews, Mrs. 
John SmHh, Mrs. Ro·se Smith·, Mrs. 
B. F. Tay'lor, B. B. Tuittle, Mrs. J. E. 
Vance, Katherine Vance, Mrs. Leslie 
Zimmerman. 

Big Crowd Present at Fair Last Week 
Burgettstown Enterprise-October 9, 1935 Edition 
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History of the Union Agriculture Association 
Souvenir Edition of the Burgettstown Enterprise, October 7, 1896 

There is no record of any preliminary or suggestive meeting relating to the 
organization of the Union Agriculture Association. It has been stated that 
Thomas P. Vance, W.P. Vance, and John B. Phillis in the store-room of the two 
latter in Burgettstown, suggested that an association be formed for the 
purpose of holding an Agriculture Fair in this place. Sometime early in 1856, 
an organization was effected, and the following officers were elected: 
President, Joseph Vance; Vice Presidents, Wm. M. Lee, James Rankin, Holland 
Scott, Thomas C. Hunter, W.P. Vance; Directors, Josiah N. Scott, James Hughes, 
David Gault, Thomas P. Vance, James W 
alker, John Symington, O.P. Cook, Lysander Paterson, Milton Miller, J. L. 
Proudfit, Wm. Van Ordstrand, JohnS. Duncan, James Me Calmant; Recording 
Secretary, Samuel G. Scott; Corresponding Secretary, John B. Phillis. The first 
meeting of the new Board was held in compliance with a call of the president 
March 23, 1856, when fifteen members answered roll call. Those living of the 
first board are Wm. M. lee Esq, Holliday's Cove, W.Va.; W.P. Vance, in 
Northwest Mo; David Gault, Cross Creek Village, Pa; Lysander Patterson, Esq., 
Washington, Pa.; Honorable 
John S. Duncan, Cross Creek Village, Pa.; and Samuel G. Scott, near 
Burgettstown, Pa. The first business transacted appears to be that of deciding 
to hold the exhibition fair in September or October next ensuing. JohnS. 
Duncan, John L. Proudfit and John B. Phillis were appointed a committee to 
ascertain if suitable ground could be procured, and on what conditions, the 
quality of ground necessary, shape & etc. and report at the next meeting of the 
Board. It appears that the committees had been appointed in several 
townships to procure subscriptions. At this meeting they were continued with 
power to collect all funds subscribed and that shall hereafter be subscribed to 
them, as soon as they shall have received from the treasurer certificates of 
membership to be by then issued to those paying membership, and to report 
at the next meeting of the board, At this meeting, March 23, John B. Phillis was 
elected treasurer. The treasurer was instructed to have 500 certificates of 
membership printed. JohnS. Duncan, Lysander Patterson and Josiah N. Scott 
were appointed committee to frame by-laws for government of the 
Association. The committee that framed the constitution is not named, but it is 
believed the John Stevenson, Esq., was its author. Articles 1st of the 
Constitution reads: This Society shall be styled the Union Agriculture 
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Association. Section1. It shall have for its object Improvement in Agriculture, 
Live Stock, Farming Implements and Domestic Manufactures. 
The committees to procure subscriptions were: Smith Township, J. M. 
Stevenson, Finley Scott Sr., David Van Eman, J.B. Phillis,; Robinson- Holland 
Scott, James McCalmont, J.N. McDonald, Robert McBurney, James Donaldson,; 
Cross Creek-Wm. M. Lee, Lysander Patterson, wm. Patterson Jr., R.T. Johnson, 
Thomas P. Vance; Mt. Pleasant-John Symington, James Rankin, James 
Hughes; Hopewell-Arnold Lee, Lyle Patterson; Hanover- Robert Coventry Jr., 
T.C. Hunter, Stephen Smith, George McCaslin, Austin Miller, Samuel Robinson, 
T. Ramsey; Jefferson- W.L. Archer, J.N. Scott, Alex Walker, Alex Lawthers and 
John Gardner. 

At the meeting May 17, 1856, the committee on subscriptions reported: 
Smith Township, 91 names; Jefferson, 60; Robinson, 46; Mt. Pleasant 33; and 
Cross Creek 68 names. John L. Proudfit, James McCalmont, James Hughes, 
Esq., Wm. Van Ordstrand, T.C. Hunter. Arnold Lee, were appointed to prepare 
a list of premiums. The committee on ground was continued with instructions 
to embrace three kinds of fence -board, picket, and open. June 3, 1856, the 
committee on ground reported in favor of a lot owned by Vance and Anderson 
(now Stevenson Bros.) as being suitable, convenient, and free of charge. The 
committee's report included the cost of three different kinds of fence. The 
report was accepted and the committee was discharged. It was agreed to 
accept the ground tendered by Vance and Anderson with the provision that 
the fence be left on the ground after the society has closed the fair. John B. 
Phillis, J.L. Proudfit, Thomas P. Vance, JohnS. Duncan, and Sam'l G. Scott were 
appointed a committee to fence and otherwise prepare the ground, provide 
the same could be done for $275 and have the same completed by September 
next with a paling fence. 

June 24, 1856, the committee on premiums reported a list to be 
awarded at the coming fair. Report accepted and committee discharged. It was 
decided to hold the Fair on Wednesday and Thursday, October 8 and 9, 1856. 
The president and corresponding secretary were authorized to change the 
days of holding the fair if they could ascertain that another society is holding a 
fair on the same days that are calculated to injure or conflict with this society. 
JohnS. Duncan, T.C. Hunter, and James Walker were appointed a committee to 
prepare a committee of judges. John B. Phillis, Wm. M. Lee, W.P. Vance and T.C. 
Hunter were appointed a committee to amend and revise the premium list. 
James Hughes, Esq. and James Rankin were appointed a committee to confer 
with Mrs. Crawford in regard to a piece of ground for use of the society. The 
committee reported the same day that Mrs. Crawford offers a piece of ground 
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free of charge with the provision that the society leaves the fence on the 
ground when it holds the fairs. Report accepted and committee discharged. 

August 23, 1856, JohnS. Duncan, O.P. Cook and W.M. Lee were 
appointed a committee to get 500 pamphlets printed containing a list of 
premiums, by-laws and constitution; also 50 advertisements or notices, John 
L. Proudfit and James Hughes, Esq., were appointed to contract with John 
Ferguson Esq., agent of Mrs. Sarah Crawford, for the ground on which to hold 
the fair. The committee reported contract made. Report accepted and 
committee discharged. Awarding committee to consist of three members. 

September 23, 1856. The treasurer was instructed to furnish tickets for 
the fair. 

October 6, 1856, marshals to give notice that stock will be expected to 
remain until4 o'clock P.M. of the second day of the fair. The secretary was 
instructed to announce from the stand at 3 o'clock on the second day 
premiums awarded. The president and secretaries were authorized to appoint 
sufficient watch to protect all articles and stock exhibited, and sufficient 
number of police to keep order time of the fair. They were also authorized to 
appoint responsible men for gate-keepers. W.L. Archer on account of fitness 
and experience was appointed chief marshal. John Riddle was chief of police. 
M.M. Brockman and Robert Hilton were gate-keepers. 

The officers for 1857 were elected October 22, 1856. The third annual 
meeting was held on the first Saturday of January, 1858. The annual meetings 
were held on the first Saturday of January of each year until January 7, 1882, 
when the time was changed to the first Saturday of December of each year 
thereafter. 

February 7, 1857, John L. Proudfit and John P. Wood were appointed as 
a committee to audit the account of the treasurer, and report at the next 
meeting. It was agreed that all voluntary subscriptions, either in money or 
work, be refunded to donors by the treasurer. Measures were taken to 
petition the county commissioners for one year's annual appropriation for 
county agricultural societies. 

April10, 1857, the committee to audit the treasurer's account reported 
a balance in his hands of $246.67. The grounds and track were enlarged for 
1857. 

Sept. 26, 1857, Joseph Vance and James Hughes, Esq., were appointed a 
committee to wait on the innkeepers and request them to close their bars 
during the fair. The committee reported the landlords utterly refused to 
comply with the request of the committee. Six years later William McNary 
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received a vote of thanks tendered him by the board for closing his bar and 
preserving good order. 

Sept 18, 1858, it was decided to adjourn on the second day of the fair at 
4 o'clock P.M. to Burgett's meadow (present location) where a ring for 
training horses has lately been prepared. 

Oct. 6, 1858, second day of the fair chief of police was ordered to 
suppress the man inside the fairgrounds with his lottery. 

The secretary was elected by the association for the first three years. 
At the annual meeting Jan 1, 1859 an amendment was made to the 

constitution directing the board of officers to elect the secretary. At the same 
time the office of corresponding secretary was abolished. 

Feb. 5, 1859, a committee from each township was appointed to receive 
subscriptions to defray the expenses of fitting up a new fairground. Messrs. 
Eleazer Gourley, Brooke County, W.Va., John B. Phillis and Joseph Vance were 
appointed a committee to wait on Mrs. Crawford and B. G. Burgett to ascertain 
on what terms the respective sites for the fair may be obtained. Report of the 
committee not recorded. 

April 30, 1859, $230.50 was the amount reported subscribed for fitting 
up new fair ground. 

March 1, 1860, James Donaldson, Esq., of Robinson Township, offered a 
motion to remove the fairgrounds, but on motion of A.D. Burns, Esq., it was 
postponed indefinitely in view of the calamity (frost of 1859?) which has 
befallen the farming community. 

April14, 1860, Mr. Burns appears to changed his mind in regard to the 
growing necessity of a more commodious fairground, as he offered a 
resolution that a committee be appointed to inquire into the propriety of 
changing the place of holding the fair, & etc. The members of the committee 
not recorded May 12, 1860. It appears that B.G. Burgett offered the use of 
ground for thirty dollars per annum for ten years, on which to hold the fair, 
the association to leave the fence at the expiration of lease. The proposition 
was accepted on motion of D.S. Walker, John Stevenson, Esq., Robert 
Crawford, and Capt. John Campbell were appointed a committee to draw up 
the agreement and ascertain probable cost of fencing and fitting up the same. 

June 2, 1860, the committee to report an agreement for the new 
fairground reported and their report was accepted. It was ordered that the 
agreement be amended so that the association should only be liable for thirty 
dollars rent on those years in which it may hold its fair, and that all persons 
having horses entered for exhibition should have the privilege of training their 
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horses on the track on Fridays and Saturdays for three weeks previous to the 
fair. It was resolved that the next board be recommended to pay Mr. Burgett 
$33, the sum expended by him for grading the track. He was allowed $27.50 
by a committee of the next board consisting of Messrs. Robert Crawford and 
John Wood. It may be here stated that Joseph Hays Esq., succeeded in raising a 
sum of money to assist Mr. Burgett to grade the track. 

Aug. 25, 1860, the petition to the court for incorporation was signed by 
the members and present and D.S. Walker was instructed to present the 
petition to court. 

The first fair on the present location was held Thursday and Friday, 
October 4 and 5, 1860. 

It does not appear from the record that the association was 
incorporated under the resolution of Aug. 25, 1860. 

On Sept. 29, 1861, Messrs. S.S. Campbell and James Donaldson, Esq., 
were appointed a committee to procure a charter for the association. 

At a meeting of the board Oct. 1, 1861 the constitution and the charter 
were both read by the president. 

Oct. 3, 1861, the treasurer was instructed to have $350 of the funds of 
the association exchanged into coin. 

Jan. 14, 1870, R.S. Cook, W.M. Lee and S.R. Campbell were appointed a 
committee to confer with Mr. and Mrs. Burgett in regard to re-lease of the 
fairground. The same day the committee reported as follows: Enlarge the 
ground so as to take in all between Raccoon Creek and the hill road to Cross 
Creek Village, for the term of ten years on the following conditions: $500 
when lease is signed; $200 on the first day of November, 1870; $200 on the 
first day of November, 1871; $75 a year until the expiration of the lease. The 
committee was instructed to accept the proposition and to article with Mr. 
And Mrs. Burgett. The committee was enlarged by the addition of J.R. Hays, 
Esq., and J.B. Tenan. 

April15, 1870, W. M. Lee was appointed a committee to see the attorney 
for the association and procure a charter. It was resolved that one running for 
twenty years be obtained. Later records show that on Jan. 27, 1871, the 
attorney was paid for procuring the charter. 

June 25, 1870, the class for horses for all purpose was created. 
Jan. 27, 1871, resolved to have three days of the fair. 
Feb. 11, 1880, W.L. Archer, W.B. Moorehead, Esq., Samuel Scott were 

appointed a committee to lease. The committee reported on the same day that 
Samuel J. Morgan would lease the fairground (having recently bought it from 
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Mr. and Mrs. Burgett) for ten years at $160 per year. The same committee was 
instructed to article with Mr. Morgan. 

W.C. McFarland in 1881 was the first president to announce the 
standing committees at the first meeting of the new board. 

Jan. 5, 1889, R.K. Scott. J.E. Rankin and W.S. Lee were appointed a 
committee to re-lease the present location or secure a new one. Mr. Morgan 
died before his terms were made to the committee. His brother, N. R. Morgan, 
New Concord, Ohio, by will became owner of the ground. 

Aug. 23, 1889, on motion the committee as enlarged consisted of R.K. 
Scott, J.E. Rankin, W.S. Lee, D.S. Taylor, W.L. Archer, James B. Buchanan, 
Alexander Gilfillan, Sr., Edward McDonald, W.R. Craighead and Marshall 
Wright. A resolution was adopted before the announcement of the enlarged 
committee, wherein it was given power to act in behalf of the association, and 
whatever is done by said committee be binding upon the association. Oct4, 
1889, reported accepting a proposition of Mr. Morgan wherein he offered the 
present location and all his land south of adjoining the present location for ten 
or fifteen years at $250 per year. April1, 1880, the lease was executed with 
N.R. Morgan for the old ground and some fifteen acres additional to the south, 
for ten years at $250. 

Dec. 7, 1895, at the annual meeting a resolution was adopted 
authorizing the appointment of a committee with power to act to secure an 
extension of the present lease. The committee consisted of D.M. Pry, Esq., J.T. 
Patterson and William Melvin. May 13, 1896 the committee secured a lease of 
present grounds, terminating April1, 1910. The receipts for forty years of the 
existence of the Union Agriculture Association appears to be $103,427.74. The 
expenses were: Premiums $56, 168.88; rent $5,000; hitching ground, $750; 
other expenses $39,722.85. Balance in treasury Dec. 7, 1895, $1786.01. 

The Presidents were Jos. Vance 1856 and 1857; Jas. McCalmont, 1858; 
John N. McDonald, Esq., 1862, 1868, 1875; DavidS. Walker, 1864; Col. Samuel 
Magill, 1865; A.D. Burns, 1866; Thomas McCorkle, 1867; S.B. Campbell, 1869; 
Capt. J.B Hays 1870; W.L. Archer, 1871, 1879, 1880; M.H. Borland, 1872; R.S. 
Cook, 1873, 1874; A.E. Walker Esq., 1876; W.B. Mooreland, Esq., 1877,1878; 
W.C. McFarland, 1881, 1882; D.S. Taylor, Esq., 1883, 1884; W.S. Bailey, 1885, 
1886; W.R. Craighead, 1887, 1888; John N. Walker, 1889, 1890; JohnS. Lee, 
1891, 1892, 1893; Prof. R. P. Stevenson, 1894, 1895. 

Treasurer's- John B. Phillis, 1856, 1857, 1858; John P. Wood Esq., 1859, 
1860; Finley Scott, 1861, 1862, 1863, 1864, 1865; Samuel P. Wilson, 1866-
1871 inclusive; W. H. Witherspoon, 1872; Jno. A. Denny, 1873; D.M. Pry, Esq., 
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1874 to 1881 inclusive; C.J. Vance, 1881, 1882, 1883, 1884; J.P. Kelso, 1885 to 
1891 inclusive; W.B. Linn, 1892; J.T. Patterson 1893, 1894, 1895. 

Corresponding Secretaries- John B. Phillis, 1856, 1857; John Stevenson, 
Esq., 1858. 

Recording Secretaries- Sam'l G. Scott, 1856; John Wood, Esq., 1857, 
1861, 1863 to 1880 inclusive; Jas. L. Patterson, Esq., 1858; John Stevenson, 
1859, 1860; William Melvin, 1862, 1881, to 1895 inclusive. 

Board of Officers for 1896-President, Hugh Lee; Vice Presidents, W.W. 
Pyles, J.E. Perrin, Prof. R.P. Stevenson, J.H. Murchland, Thos. R. Donaldson; 
Managers, W.T. Reed, W.G. Shillito, W.O. Vance, John M. White, Robt. Anderson, 
John L. Me Gough, O.T. Brashear, Robt. Bamford, A.M. Carlisle, S.D. Rankin, 
JohnS. Lee, W.H. Patterson, William Buchanan, W.T. Denny, R.L. Munce, A.D. 
Moody, Allen Me Doanld, Geo. W. Marshall, N.H. Hindman; Treasurer, J.T. 
Patterson; Secretary, Wm. Melvin. 

(Extracts from the minutes.) 

Attest: William Melvin 



TH-REE DAYS OF FAIR 
SET FOR NEXT WEEK 

.Exhiqition Will be 80th in History 
of Union Agricultural Assn. 

Fair and Races 

An outstanding event of next week 
in Burgettstown will be the 80th an­
nual Burgettstown fair and races, 
sponsored by the Union Agricultural 
Association, an organization which 
was formed in the year 1855 and has 
been operating continuously ever 
since. This is one of the oldest fairs 
in tltis part of /Pennsylvania. 

Exhibitions are scheduled for Tues­
day, Wednesday and Thursday, 
October 1st, 2nd and 3rd, day ·and 
night, and arrangements have been 
made to take care of unusually large 
crowds. The prust few years have 
been somewhat "lean," due to the de­
pression, but indications this year 
are that the old fair w.m boom as in 
the good old days of yore. 

The past few days have been busy 
for the management at the fair 
grounds as the first exhibitors and 
conces·sil<maries moved in preparatory 
to opening of the historic fair. Many 
inquiries and comments on the fair 
this year indicate capacity attend­
ance. 

The directol'sl have arranged what 
is doubtless the best all around pro­
gram in the history of the fair. Fine 
racing, high class entertainment en­
tirely free from objectional features 
often associated with fair.s, excep­
tional displays of live stock, agri­
cultural products and home products 
will be among the fair attractions 
which will draw crowd-s from through­
out the county. 

In keeping with the high quality 
of entertainment being offered at the 
Burgettstown fair in recent years, 
the dire'Ctors have inaugurated a 
policy of permanent improvements 
which will insure succes-s of the an­
nual exhibitions for many years to 
c_em.""-----------~~~--

Three Days of Fair Set for Next Week 
Burgettstown Enterprise-September 25, 1935 Edition 
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Burgettstown Fair. 

FROG RAJY.IJY.IE. 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30. 

1- 0pening of the gates for the reception of Exhibits at 9 A. M. by the 
Gate Committee. 

2-Meeting of the Board of Officers at the Music Stand at 10 A. M . 

3- General Opening of the Exhibition at 1 P. M. 

4-All Horses entered for exhibition, speed excepted, will be called 
promptly at 2 P . M . 

5-Entries in the Agricultural, Mechanical, and Ladies' Departments 
will close at 6 P. M. 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 1. 

1-The Judges in the different departments will meet at their bead­
quarters promptly at 9:30 A. M. for organization. 

2-All Horses entered for Exhibition, speed excepted, will be called at 9 
A. M., at which time they will be formed iuto line for Cavalcade, 
preceded by members of the Horse Department and the Atchison 
Cornet Band, of Atchison, Pa. 

3- Horses in Class A will form in order at the north end ot the ring, im­
mediately at the close of Cavalcade; W. W. Pyles in charge. 

4-Horses in Class D will form in order at the south end of the ring at 
the same time as Class A, and will be inspected on the track; John 
H. lVIurchland in charge. 

5-Jacks and Mules in centre of ring; J. V. Dodds in charge. 
6-Entries in Classes E and F (speed) close at 12 M; D. S. Taylor and 

Ebenezer McClelland in charge. 
7- The track will be occupied in the following order: 

1 to 2 P . M., Walking Horses or Mares. 
" Fancy Driving Teams. 
" Single Drivers. 

Two-year-old Trotters or Pacers. 
2 to 4 P.M. , Trotters in 3-minute class. Trotters entered for Thurs­

day's race not eligible to enter this race without per­
mission of the Board. 

Free-ff)r-all Pace. 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 2. 

1- Horses in Class B will be called promptly at 9 A . M., and will form in 
order at the north end of the ring; J. V. Dodds in charge. 

2---Horses in Class C wi!l be called at the same time as Class B, and will 
form in order at the south end of the ring, and will be inspected 
on the track; Dr. R. L. Hartman in charge. 

3-Grand Cavalcade from 11 to 12 M.: 
Members of the Horse Department and Judges on horseback. 
Atchison Cornet Band. 
Horses-Classes A, B, C, D, E, F and G. 
Members of the Cattle Department and Expert on horseback. 
Cattle-Classes A to H, in order named. 

4--The track will be occupied in the following order: 
1 to 2 P. M. , Three-year-old Trotters or Pacers. 

" Double Team Trot. 
" Fancy Saddle Horses. 

2 to 4 P. M., Pacing; 3-minute class; Pacers entered 
day's I:ace not eligible to enter this 
permission of the Board. 

" Free-for-all Trot. 

for Wednes­
race without 

Horses in E and F, after call, allowed 15 minutes to report at the 
Judge's St.and. 

JOHN S. LEE, Chief Marshal. 



Nick Yacoviello (passenger) and Friend 
Courtesy ofYacoviello Family 

Burgettstown Fair-1915 



lieBurgettstowtt air. 

''Nothing succeeds like success,'' and 
if long continued success counts for any­
thing the Union Agricultural Association 
of Burgettstown, Pa., deserves one of the 
longest and brightest ribbons. It is 
nearly forty years since the writer as a 
farmer boy began attending this fair. 
Then we got up at 3 o'clock in the ~orn­
ing so as to get there in good time. To 
have missed it would have been as bad 
as to blot out a half year's existence,and 
now as we attend this fair we see the 
same boys attending, also the same girls 
and many of their sisters,cousins, aunts, 
and masculines of corresponding ages to 
match them. Pittsburghers go out by 
special train loads, ·and all Western 
Pennsylvania and the Pan Handle of 
West VirR"inia, tol]'ether with a good sec­
tion of Eastern Ohio turns out to the 
Burgettstown fair. In its forty-three 
years of existence it has been improving 
right along-. Although other fairs in 
Western Pennsylvania have in that time 
been born, grown up, put to death and 
buried, Burgettstown has all the time 
kept up with the advancement of the age. 
Good premiums are paid in a 11 depart­
ments and some of the finest live stock 
displays we have seen have l;leen made 
right on the Burgettstown grounds. Ex­
hibitors and ·visitors should make note of 
the dates and particulars announced in 
the advertisement in this issue and be 
on hands. It comes after most other fairs 
are over and the weather the first week 
of October is nearly always good. 

-=-'fh~ 43;d Ann~al F air o.t t4e 
U~ion, Agriqllt\lr?-1 AssQ{:iaJioJ;J. 
COin:~S. 9.-ff a,t f3~rget.t:s,~OWtl, the 
4th, ~U! ~!!d 6th o.fO~tober. The 
?u~g~~~stpwn f<1ir ts <:J: ~oted in: 
stit1.1ti~; :w~n •. wo.m}~n <i;tJ,cl child, 
ren paVo)J,ize i,t, It is the f¥:w­
~rs own ~If tllH looli; forw!lni tq 
the ti;n~ ~o:r a g'e:p,eral go.od time, 
~~d, they !!.!ways have it. We 
acknowledge the receipt of comps 
!J.Ud hove to ta~e it in, A 

Lans Hundle News 

THE 430 .ANNUAL FAIR 
of the 

Union Agricultural Association 
will be held at 

BURGETTSTOWN, PA., 
October 4, 5 and 6, 1898. 

A. GOOD STOCK F AIR• 
U different varieties of sheep recognized in sepa­

rate classes. 
R. F. Shannon offers a . twenty-dollar silver cup to 

the best Registered Jersey Dairy Herd.cons!st­
lng of bull and three cows in milk. 

W. W . PYLES. President, 
WILLIA.H MELVIN, Seey. 

Burgettstown Fair-1898 
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The Burgettstown Fair 
It's Just as Dear at Sixty as 

it Was at Sweet Sixteen 
The sixtieth Burg·ettstown Fair J fair ever held- and consequently, 

0.1ens with the best prospects of thegreatestfaireverbeldanywbere, 
any ever held by the association. for the Burg-ettstown Fair is ac­
Entries have been coming" in to the knowledg-ed to be TEE fair. 
last minute, and almost e.very de- Tbe officers, directors and stand-
p:utment is filled . The horse, sheep ir>g committees are as follows: 
and ponltry departments are prob- OFFICERS 
ably fuller than they ever were. 
Last year was the banner year for 
speed entries, there bciug· 8i. This 
year is almost as g-ood · in point of 
number, having- 80 entries, and is 
believed to be better in quality of 
horsPs. 

PRESIDENT L . E. FOSTER 

If the Wf' <J ther man is ~·ood th<.'rt­
is no douht tl•at thi,. une will go 
dllwo a.:J th<:: g·reateo~t Bnq£f·tlstown 

I 

President, L. E. Foster;vice pres­
idents, A.C. Proudfit,J.L.McGoug-h, 
W. W. Stewart, S. C. Cunningham, 
H. C. Vance. 

Directors, W. B. Culley, W.G.Shil ­
lito, J. H. Phillis, A. 0. Hindman,}. 
H . Murchland, W. C. Culley, J. P. 
BaiJey, R.M. Ddoaldsoo,J.E.P~rrin, 
W. A. Carlisle, S. D. Rankin. Rob-
ert Johnston, J. M. Paxton, W. H. 
Linn, John HnntPr, J. G. Hanna, J. 
C . Rog-ers, William Lest'alettP. Har­
ry Kf'l!>o, J.C.Campbeii,Mose Glass, 
N. H. Hindman. 

STANDIJ'\G COMJ.IIITTEES 

I Horse~>-}. L. ~lt'GongJl, S. JJ.Ran-

l
kin, J. C. Rog-ers, J. H . Mnrchland, 
John Hunt!'r. . 

Cattle-J. l\1 . Paxton, S. C. Cnn-
ning-ham, T. L. Philli~>. 
· ShPep- flomer C. Vance, W. A. 
Carlisle, J. C . Campbell. 

Swim•-\\'. C. Culley, Mose Glass. 
Robert John~on. 

Ponltry--William Lescallette, N. 
H. Hindman. 

Farm ImpiPments-J.P. nailey, W. 
Fl. Linn . 
. A!lricnlfnml Hall-W. W.Stewart, 
"·G. Hanna. Harrv KelJOo. 
Flor~l H::tll- J. E . Perrin, A. C 

ProncHit, R . M. Donaldson. 
Ry-T a~·s - Chairman standi n r: 

com mittf'f'E>. I 
GHff'A- S. C. <nnnin~rh::tm, \\'. A.' 

C'arli!'lP. T. P . RAilf'v, Harrv KFIJOo. 
Gronnil!>-W. S. Shillito, i. L. l\"lc­

Gon!rh, HomFr f'. Vance. ]. Y.;. PFr-
rin, A. C. Pronilfit. · 

PolicF-1. H. Mnrchland , \V. C. 

I 
Cnllf.y, N.· H. Hinl'lman. 

PrivilPg-e-W. R \nllf'y. 
Printin!:r-President. !'f'CrPf::try 

anfl trf'AE>llrPr. 
MnJOir-R·. 1\1. Dot'f1MAon, W. G. 

Shillito. A () Hinrlmfln. 
Railroads-T. C. Rog-erE', W. R.\nl -

lev. · · 
H>~v And Straw-S. D. Rankin, 1 

L. PhilH". . 
St>~ll!:<- John Ffnnter, T. H. Mnrch-

land. · 

The Burgettstown Fair 

SECRETARY S. V . KINBERLAI\"D 

Bonds- A. 0. Hindman, ~Jose 
Glass. 

Finance-A. C. Proudtit, W. W. 
Stewart, J. M. Paxton. 

Anditors-William Lescalette, J. 
C. Campbell, Robert Johnson. 

1\ianhals- A. M. Carli~le, E. Mun­
g-er, J. N . Smiley. 

TREASURER LEE R. j\fcKINNEY 



Entries Speed • Ill 
60th BURGETTSTOWN FAIR 

No. 2- 2:40 Trot 

1-John P. A. T.l'IcA!ister. Monongahela. 
2-\Villie Cameron. H. S. Rinehart, East 

LiYerpool, 0. 
3-The Tango, W. H. Boyd. Toronto. 0. 
4- Dr. Shenherd. Wm. Shepherd,Burzetts­

to~"D. 
5-Broadway Boy, 1. R. Arnold, "\Veils burg, 

1,V.Va. 
6- Reece Blizzard, J . .H.l'IurchTand.Hanlin 
7-Prince Rufort •. C. H. l'!cNicholl. East 

Liverpool. 0 . · . 
8- 0mare, R. T . NcCoy. New Sheffield. 
9- Hilbrool< Girl. E. E. Shaw, Steubenville 

Ohio. 
10-Rhoda Drew. T. J . Drew. Pittsburg, 
11-I>Ia:r- Direct, T. J. Dre"·· Pittsburg. 
12- Neal Mack, John Dean, Elm Grov.,;W.V. 
13-Goldnrma. G.G.Price.I>foundsville, W.V. 
14- Della NcGregor, Dr. C. R. Bronzo, Am-

bridge 

No. 3- 2:30 Pace 

!-Cheston. D. H. Nurphy. Wind .Ridze. 
2-chorus Girl, J . R. Arnold. 'Vellsburg. 
3- I>!artha J, 1<. T . I>IcCoy, New Sheffield. 
4-Eileen Asthore, T . J. Drew. Pittsburg. 
5-Dick Lozan, H. Serene. Ambridge. 
6- Prince-at-Law. H. SerE'ne, AmbridJre. 
7-Doctor H, H. I. Wolf, Ambridge. 

No. 4-Free-for-all Trot 

!-Nunda 0 . H. S. Rinehart. E. Lh·erpool. 
2-Iretie S, John Snyder. Steubenville. 
3-Flora l'I, Wm. Strott. Steubenville. 
4 -Wilkes Tell. ] . ]. Cooper. Steubenville 
5-Jake W. C. R. Ambrose. Wheeling,W.V. 
6-Commi.'Ssioner., G. 'V. Kinsey,WheelinJ< 
7-Belmont, C. G. 1,Vhitman. Wheeling. 
8- Alf. Patchen, Thistlewaite Bros .. 

Waynesbnrl!'. 
9- I>Iable Neal, G. G. Price l'!oundsville. 

!O-Della l'!cGregor, Dr. C. R. Bronzo, Am­
b ridge 

No. 5-2:2'2 Pace 

No. 7-2:40 Pace 

1- Harry Fleming, H. S. Rinehart, East 
Li ,·erpool. 

2- Roy l'lc .. A. T . l'lcATister. l'Jouong-altela 
3- Dick Lo,<r,.,n. H. Serene. Ambridge. 
4-Ghorus Girl. J. R: Amold, WeJl,.;burg 
5-Halwood, F. F. NcCracken, Hollideys 

Cove. W.Va. 
6-Nartha], R. T . HcCoy, New Sheffield 
7- .Hall Scott, l'J. W . Scott. Burgettstown 
8- Peter S . E. E. Shaw. Steubenville 
!1- -Eileen Asthore. T. J. Drew. Pitt~bn rg 

lQ-Princ,-.at-Law, H. Se rene. Ambridge 
11-Doctor H . H. I. Wolf, Ambrid_g-e. 

No. S-2 :30 Trot 

1· -Nis,~i(~~odell, Archie Craig, l'Iurclocks-

2-Broa dway Boy, J. R. A rnold. \Vt-llsbnrz 
3- The Tango. W. H. Boyd. Toronto 
4-0marE'. o-<. T. NcC )-.New l"heffielcl 
5- Fiora N. \Vm. Strott, Stenbenville 
6-Rhoda Dre"'· T. J. Drew. Pitt!'hnrg-. 
7 l'!av Direct. T. ]. Drew, Pittsbnrg. 
8- Neal Nack. John Dean, Elm GroYe. 
9- Gol<lanna. G. G. Price, Nonndsville. 

10-Della l'lcGrezor, Dr; C. R. Brouzo, Atn-
bridge 

No. 9-Free-for-all Pace 
1- Dr. Knox. A. !'I. Cassidy.Follansbee 
2- Fred Patch. H. S. Rinehart, !<;.Liverpool 
3-Dr. R. P. Burns, Ray West. Wellsour_g-
4- Dick Logan. H. Serene, Ambridge 
5- Nartha J, R. T. l'rcCoy. New Sheffield 
6- Dnnisb Girl. W. F Gral1<11n . Toronto, 0. 
7- Bil])· !>Tack, Frank~orris,Burzettstown 
8- Prince-at-Law, H. Serene. Ambridge 
!I-Lloyd J, L. Steele, Vancler_g-ritt . 
IQ-Rex Neely, John Dean, Elm Grove 

~o. 10-2 :22 Trot 
1- B roadwa)· Bo)·.]. R. Arnold, \Vellsburz 
2-Irene S. ] ohn Snyder. Steubenville 
3- Flora l'f, Wm. Strntt. Steubenville 

1- Cheston. D. H . l'Inr.phy. 'Vincl Ridze. 4- \VUkes Tell.].]. Cooper. Steuben,•ille 
2- Chorus Girl. J. R. Arnold, Wellsburz. 5-Relminster. T. J . Drew. Pitt,.burJ< 
3-Dr Burns. Jr .. Ral·l'I. West,\Vellsburg. 6--Jake W. C. R. Ambrose. Wheeling 
4-Dick Lozan. H. Serene, An-obridze. 7-Belmol1t. C. G. Whitman. ·wheeling 
5-Nartha J, R . T . NcCoy, New Sheffield. S- i'fable l'Iack, G. G. Price. l'Ioundsville 
tl-Billy !'lack. Frank Norris, Burgettstown !1-Golclanna, G. G. Price. l'Ionndsville 
7-Pr'ince-at-Law, H. Serene. Ambridge. jlQ-Della l'!cGregor, Dr. C. R.Bronzo, Am-
8-Rex Neely. John Dean, Elm GroYe bridge 

The program for Wednesday and 
Thnrsday is as fo1lows: 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTENBER 29. 
Horses in Classes B and D will 

t e called at 8: 30 a. m. 
Cla!>s B will form in order at north 

end of ring- in charg-e of John Hun­
ter and J. H. Murchland. 

Class D will form in order at 

Races called at 12 m. sharp. 
2:40 pace; purse, $200. 
2:30 trot; purse, $200. 
Free-for-all pace; purse, $300. 
2:22 trot; purse, $250. 

EXHIBITORS 
south end of ring- in charge of S. D . HORSES 
Rankin and J. C. Rog-ers. E t · 133 L t 131 

Races called at 12m. sharp. I 0 nes · as. year · 
The track will be occnpit-d by- ~- S. Bn_chanan, Htcko~·y; Fr~nk 
No. 2-2:40 trot; purse, $200. .Bn7g-s, H1ck?ry; A.C.Bng-g-s, Htck~ 
No. 3- 2:30 pace; purse, $200. ory, T. ~- Bnmner, Rurgettst~wn, 
No. 4-Free-for-all trot;purae,$300. E. F . Brnnne_r.Burg-etteto":n;Mtlt?n 
No. 5-2:22 pace· purse $250; . Caldwell, f:Jtckory; Archte. Cra1g-, 

' ' Murdocksvtlle; U. B . Cretg-hton, 
THURSDAY, SEPTE:l>!BER 30 Burg-ettstown; Georg-e Clair, Bur-

g-ettstown; Z. Columhia, Burg-ettA­
Horses in Classes A and C called town; Oliver Cuges, BLtlg-er; J. R. 

at 8:30a.m. Coventry, Crafton; John Cassidy, 
Class C will form in .order at Follansbee, W. Va.; W. C. Cntley, 

north end of ring-. J. C.Rog-ers and 

1 

Burg·ettstown; S. S. Dunbar, Cross­
S. D. Rankin in Char~e. creek; E. M. Dowler, B,ug-ettstown;­

Ciass A will form in order at the 10. C. Duncan, Burg-ettstown; A. J. 
south end of ring- in charge of J. R . j Ferg-uson, Bnnrettatown; L. E . Fos- 1 
Murchland and John Hunter. ter, Hanlin; F. C. Gardner, Paris; 

Chas. Greo-g, Imperial; E. B.Haye, 
Burgettst~wn; B. B. .Millison, Steu­
benville; W. Lee .Moore, Burgetts­
town; Thoe. ~lcCulloug_h, Florence; 
J. H. Murchland, Hanltn; J. A.~ar­
tin, Burgettstown; Chas. Oltver, 
Steubenville; R. E. Oli!burn. Bur­
g·ettstown; J. l\l.Pyle,Burg-ettstown; 
J. L. Phillis, Bmj;;ettetown; G.S. Pate, 
Bnroettstown· A. C. Proudfit, Bur­
gett;town; w.' F. Richmond, Bur­
o-ettstown · John Fran Cl s Reed, 
Crosscreek; James S. Schwab, ~ur­
g-ettstown; J. N. Smiley, Burgetts­
town; Lee R. Scott, Burgettstown; 
W . .M. Scott, Burg-ettstown; Ja.mes 
Stiere>, Burg-ettstown; G. F . Sm1ley, 
Oakdale; Joseph Vance,Cros!'c;e~k; 
Tohn Walker, Hanlin; W. G. \\ h1le, 
Rea; Robert Johnson, Canonsburg. 

CATTLE 

Entries, 43. Last year, 115. 

S.C. Cunning-ham,Hanlin;Rnsaell 
H. Gist. Wellsburg·, W . Va.; W. C. 
Hoak, Bnrgette>town; ~V . J. Munce, 
Washington; C. F. Patterson, Rea; 
Jos. Paxton, Houston. 

SHEEP 
Entries, 186. Lalit year, 159. 

A. D. Crocker & Son, . Colurnb~a 
station, Ohio; D . T. McDoweli,Mer­
cer· Georg-e H .Neuhard,Elm Grove, 
W. 'va.; Palmer & Tnssing,Pulaaki, 
Pa.; LeeR. Scott, Burgettstown; J. 
N. Wag-ner, Rose Point, W. Va. 

SWINE 

Entries, 70. Last year, 90. 

A. D. Crocker & Son, Columbia 
station, Ohio; D. T. M·cDowell, Mer­
cer; Georg-e H. Neuhard,Elm Grove, 
W. Va.; C. F . Patterson, Rea. 

POULTRY 

Entries, 91; more than last year. 

Chas. Bovard, Atlasburg; R. D. 
Bond, A vella; 0. G. Bryte, Jr., Bur­
o-ettstown · Frank Fairman, Carne­
g·ie; Finley Hollman, Mi<!way; H?w­
ard Herriott, Midway; E. G. K1m, 
Bulger; A. H. Kerr, Burgetttstown; 
John Love, Burgettstown_; James 
McQuilkin, Carnegie; Dante! Poad, 
Carneg-ie; Bradley Stevenso~, Bur­
g-ettstown; Philip Waj?:ner,l~hdwav; 
Frank Yoder, Imperial; J. T. Scott 
& Son, Canonsburg. 

W . B. Culley, Privileg-e M;m 

The Burgettstown Fair 
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Fair Dates Near. I 

The 76th annual fair of the Union I 

Agricultural Association, to be held 
on the Burgettstown fair grounds i 

September 29th, and 30th and October . 
1st, will provide occasions for the 
gathering of many persons who have 

1

1 been attending the fai.r for many 
years. The catalog of the fair has . 

1 been issueq ·and . is an · interesting 

I 
book. Races are' scheduled for the 
Ia$t two days pf the fair. .1 1 

76th Annual Union Agricultural Fair 
Burgettstown Enterprise-September 10, 1931 Edition 



---------- -------
( 

A Good Fair. 
--f 

I have been much i~terested in what \ 
bas been said editorially i:p your columns 
in regard to the conduct of our agricul­
tural fairs. While I agree that the 
primary object of our fairs should be a 
means of giving farmers an opportunity 
of comparing notes with their fellow 
farmers (for who can know how and 
when to improve, or whether he should 
be encouraged or. discouraged, if he has 
no means of comparing his results with 
those of others) I do not think that all 
fair ~ssociations in Pennsylvania are de­
teriorating. 

It has been my privilege this fall to at­
tend five fairs in the state, and with one 
exception I did not see anything that 
could be seriously objected to, while at 
most of them the interest manifested in 
those things strictly agricultural was 
noticeable. Especially was this true of 
the Burgettstown fair,and perhaps a few 
words about this exhibit will not be out 
of place at this time. 

This annual exhibition .is evidently for 
the farmers, is managed .very largely by 
farmers, and is consequently well sup­
ported by them. The .exhibit of cattle 
was one that would have done credit to 
many much larger fairs. Insome classes 
as many as twelve individuals competed. 
The interest in the Jersey cattle exhibit 
was especially a creditable one, not only 
in numbers but in the quality of the 
numbers, and judging from · the atten­
dance at the cattle ring and ·~he questions 
asked the interest was not confined en-
tirely to the exhibitors. ' 

The management of the cattle depart­
ment owe a great deal to Messrs. Shan­
non and Armstrong, who contributed a 
silver cup to be awarded the best herd of 
Jerseys consisting of a bull and four 
milking females, which not only aroused 
a good deal of healthy competition 
among the local Jersey breeders but also 
served to encourage them. 

The exhibit of Guernseys, Ayrshires 
and Shorthorns was also large and a very 
worthy one. The show of sheep was 
very strong,and although there were not 
so many swine as usual the quality of 
those shown was standard. 

From what I saw of the good features 
that go to make up an educational fair, 
and from what I did not see that would 
tend to demoralize and degrade, I am 
sure that the Burgettstown fair, although 
there is still room for improvement, is a 
credit to the management and is worthy 
of the support of all the farmers in West-
ern Pennsylvan ~a. H. HAYWARD. 

State College, Pa . 

Burgettstown Fair-1898 



Fort Vance Society Discusses Fair 
By Katherine Pyle 

The Fort Vance Historical Society 
met Wednesday, Jan. 28, at the Bur­
gettstown Community Library for its 
initial meeting of the new year. Grace 
Cassidy was in charge of the busi­
ness meeting. It was announced that 
arrangements were made to place 
books in the Community Library in 
memory of deceased members 
Charles F. Barr and Wilbert Welch. 

It was also announced that the 
treasurer's accounts had been 
audited. 

Programs for 1987 were dis­
cussed, but a committee meeting will 
be held in the near future to make 
these plans definite. 

Following the business meeting, 
those attending discussed the old 
Burgettstown Fair, which was held 
yearly from 1856 until 1939. A.D. White 
opened the discussion with a brief 
history of the fair. He explained that 
the earliest fairs were held on the· Bell 
Property near what is now Shady Av­
enue, but that very early the location 
was moved to the area where 
Sutherland's Lumber Company is 
today. It was originally Burgett land. 

A race track was constructed on 
the grounds, which drew thousands of 
spectators to the fair each year. 
Among the many horsemen was 
Alden Miller, who lost his life in the 
1930's in an accident on the track. 

The purpose of the fair, however, 
was to dislay farm produce and live­
stock, and those in charge formed 
what was known as the Union Agricul­
tural Association . Serying on the Fair 
Board were persons from Burgetts­
town, Smith Township and surround­
ing townships and areas. 

It was estimated that as many as 
15,000 persons attended the fair on 
the third day

1
if the weather permitted. 

The entrance fee was usually $1 per 
family. 

By 1939, there were fewer farmers 
in the Burgettstown area, and the fair 
gradually disintegrated into a carni­
val. 

Some of the Fort Vance members 
recalled features of the fair such as 
the booths with shell jewelry, bal­
loons, cotton candy, ice cream cones, 
riding whips aQd other novelties. 

All manner of livestock was 
exhibited, and one member recalled 
that an ostrich had drawn a great deal 

f attention at one fair. 
· During the ~a!IY days of airplanes, 

one was exhibited on the grounds. 
Several pieces of glass marked 

with "Burgettstown Fair" and the 
dates, 1897 and 1904, were brought to 
the meeting; also A.D. White had a 
number of fair directories listing the 
cash prizes to be awarded for entries. 
He also diplayed some post cards 
which were advertisements for the 
fairs . One member told of her aunt's 
winning first prize for a bedspread 
which she had made. 

Members recalled going to the fair 
in carriages or by train, and picnick­
ing on the grounds. Some recalled 
the food stands where soup, 
sandwiches, pies, etc. ,were sold by 
local organizations. 

The merry-go-round, the ferris 
wheel and later the whip were great 
attractions for young people. 

In the early days, almost every 
couple had a picture taken by the 
photographer, who made tin-types. 

The Burgettstown Fair was prob­
ably the greatest social event in this 
area during the period between 1856 
and 1939. Schools were dismissed so 
that children could attend, and liter­
ally everyone looked forward to the 
first week in October when the fair 
was scheduled. 

Grace Cassidy and Mildred Robert 
served refreshments at the close of 
the Fort Vance meeting. 

Ft. Vance Society Discusses Fair 
Burgettstown Enterprise-February 4, 1987 Edition 



Great Interest Seen 
In Co111ing Fair Lists 

Rep·orts F rom al l Parts of State 
Indicate Revival of Interest 

in Lo·cal Fairs 

'Dhe county fair, a popular institu­
t ion in rural Pennsylvania for more 
than a ceiLtwy, will a.pp.arently stage 
a come.back this season after sever· 
al deJ)'res.sion years. More county and 
local flll"irs have .been scheduled and 
more interest is being s•hown in the 
exhLbitions this• year than at any 
time •Since 1930, judging from report s 
reaohing the Pennsylvania Depart-· 
ment of AgricU!lrture. 
· While one of the fairs- that of 
Sporing Mill near Conshohocken-was 
held. in July, the season does not 
reach its !height until after mid-Aug­
ust. 

Fairs scheduled during the early 
· part of August include the Flour· 

town Fair at FloUII'town, Montgom­
ery county, August 2-10; Mifflin 
County Fair, Lewistown, August 5-10; 
and the Cumberland County Dairy 
Show at Mt. Holly Springs, August 
7-9 . One of the unique features at the 
Cumberland soow will be the Alfalfa 
Festival at which the girl who is 

· judged the most beautiful in a State­
wide contest, will be crowned as 
"Alfalfa Queen." 

The Burgettstown fair, which has. 
alway.s been U:Jeld late in autumn, will 
swing info action at about the usual 
time. Plans are n ow under way for 
the holding of the fair and dates 
have been tentatively set. The man­
agement this year is working along 
new lines and it i·s expected that the 
old-time pmspelrity will .attend the 
holding of this time-honored institu­
tion. 

During the past five or six years 
the depres.sion :has almost operated 
to wipe the local fair out of exist­
ence, but the promoters have !held on, 
under distressing odds and kept the 
Organization alive. The Burgettstown 
fair i·S one of the oldest in the coliln­
try and it !WOUld be a community 
calamity to permit it to close down. 

Great Interest Seen in Coming Fair Lists 
Burgettstown Enterprise-July 31, 1935 Edition 



LOWERED TRACK RECCRD. 

Texas Q,ueen in the Free-for-.~ll Set 
a New :nark for tl1e Burgettstown 
Course. 

Washlrrgton. Pa. , Oct. 8.-The third 
and last day of the races at the Burgetts­
town fair were exciting in the extreme. 
The track record made years ago of 2.21 
was shattered when Texa.s Queen in the 
free-for-all paee lowered that mark to 
2.19¥.,. More than 15,000 people were in 
atte!lclance. In the •. 30 trot six heats 
were required. Major, owned by J . M. 
Dol)alclson, of Canonsburg, won the race. 
Success. a Pittsburg horse, wo:'l the free­
for-all trot. The track was heavy and 
slow time was recorded In nearly all 
events. The summaries: 

Free-for-all pace, purse $200. 
Texas Queen . . .. .. .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . 1 1 1 
Nob by \.Vilkes . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 2 2 
Syrena .. . ....... ....... ....... .. : . . . . . . 2 3 3 
Nellie Walker .. .. .. .. .... . .. . .. .... . . 3 4 4 
Belle T ........ . ... .... ... .... . ........ 5 6 5 
P B Conn . .. . ..... .. ..... .......... . 6 5 6 
Lu-cinda . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 7 dr 

Time, 2.25 ; 2.21; 2.19'h. 
Free-for-all trot, purse ~200. 

Success .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . 2 2 1 1 1 
Godfrey . . . . . .. .. . .. . . . . . . . .. . 1 1 3 2 3 
Kate V . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 3 2 3 2 
Delmite . . . .. .. .. . . .. . . . . . .. . . . 5 4 4 4 4 
Red Aaron . .. .. . . . . .. . .. . . . . . 4 5 dr 
Mattie W . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . 6 6 dr 

Time. 2.34¥..; 2.33; 2.28'h; 2.29'f.,; 2.29'f.,. 
2 :ZO trot, purse $150. 

Major . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 2 2 1 4 1 
Welshed . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . . . 2 1 1 4 3 3 
Elmer Marshall . . . . .. .. . . . 4 6 6 5 6 
Sylvia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 5 3 3 3 2 
Lilly B . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 4 4 2 1 2 
J C ...... . . .. . .... . ..... 656656 

Time, 2.39'h; 2.37; 2.37; 2.36%; 2.37¥..; 2.40. 

Burgettstown Fair-1901 



. 'l'.hts-. morning· we were .. sbfiWJil 1J.y 
Jos·epb ~:oore, of tlJ.:e ·WestStd:e:~ - .. ~. prG"· 
g.rap1 an;d a · beautir'ul lttl1o~rapli ad­
vertising the Burgetts:town, :Ba-~; faj~r-~ 

Wl1iC1l will be held October 5'1 .() . ant~ 7'~­
Mr. 1Vfoore was born an-d ra:i:sed . at . . . -~ . . . .. . 

.Bttrg·~ttstow-n at1d says :that the·· ~~reat~ 
e$t-of all co-u-nty 'fair~.- is held 1a;~. 't.i1atti 
place an nuallv.. It-h:as bee.n ttl~s. ·ea:.ts~ 
tom for se vera I years past to attend, 
th.;s fair, but he has tJee,J4 }~rl poo~ 

hea-lth fo:r _.the past few .weeks an~ 11~ 

'is fearfHl tl1at he _will no:t b-~ ~-bl~. to 
~attend tl1ts yearr~ · -~- /'· · 

~- ----

Burgettstown Union Agriculture Fair-1896 



Burgettstown Fair 

The Pittsburgh Post 
Saturday, October 5, 1889 

Close of the Burgettstown Fair. 
BURGETTSTOWN, PA.,-October 4.­

The Burgettstown Fair closed this evening. 
Fully 10, 000 people were in attendance. 
It was the most successful fair ever held. 

Claysville Recorder Extracts 
October 19, 1900 

"The receipts at the Burgettstown Fair were $6, 239.59." 

The Pittsburgh Press 
September 29, 1914 

'The 59th Annual Exhibit of the Burgettstown Fair Association began 
today, with every stall and booth filled. The exhibits this year surpass 
in number and quality those of other years, and the indications are 
that attendance records will be broken. Four races are carded for 

tomorrow, bringing together some of the best horses in this section." 

The Pittsburgh Press 
October 3, 1927 

"Burgettstown fair to open Tomorrow" 

The 72nd 
Annual exhibit of the Union Agricultural Association will open at 

Burgettstown tomorrow. It will continue though 
Wednesday and Thursday with night shows and special feature. 



See Us Ht the · fair 
T h e Ca ll wi l l h ave a stan d a t its 

l.ll'l !l a l p l ac~. n ea r Fl o r a l Ha ll, on 
Wed n e::;de~y a nd Thursd ay .at the 
f ai L \"\'e soli c i t a ll ki 11 ds of job 
printi ng· a nd subscripti o n s to the 
Ca ll, bl! t i f yo n h ave n o bn s in ess of 
th a t k in cl f o r n s ca l l a ncl ::; eE' n s an y ­
way. \Ye w il l con dnct a "V i :,;itor's 
L i st," a nd i n v ite eve r y on e of o u r 
readem to ca ll 11 nd t·e.! .. ~·i s t e r t h e ir 
!Hl lll t's . T IH:>><e tHi m~s >~ i ll l a t er I e 

p nl> l i s h f:> d in til e Ca ll , p l ac i n g· vo n 
o u _r eco r d as lt av in g· l'l tt en clt>d t ile 
greates t f a ir· ever h el d . v\' e lco m e t o 
o ur b o oth. 

The Burgettstown Fair 
The Burgettstown Call-September 30, 1915 Edition 



Howard Brabson (driving) and Hugh Williamson 
as they enjoy a spin at the Burgettstown Fair in 1917. 

Midway Golden Jubilee-1953 



T_OWN OUT EN MASSE 
F-OR FAIR AND RACES 

I Success Registered at 76th Annual 
H ol di ng of Bur gett stown Fai r 

a nd Race Program. 

A crowd estimated at seve1·al thou-
sand ,;-as on band for the third imd 

I final session of the Burgetts town fa ir 

1 las t 'l'lmrsday, and the 76t h annual 

I exhibition of the Union Agr icultural 
Associa tion went down into history as 

J a success. It was aa old-fashioned 

I 
jovial "big day" crowd. 

A n umber of invet~>rate fair-goers 

I 
were on the grounds dur ing the morn­
ing hours and shor tly afLer lunch 
automobiles beg(\n to roll in from all 
directions, and the aft<3rnoon crowd 
r epresented age group~ from infan ts 
in a rms to men more \ than 80 years 
old. · 

Burgettstown turned \out almost en 
masse on the closing da-y, in response 
to the challenge to public spi·rit. 
Burgess R. C. Cassidy remarked that 
the fair was a Burge tts',town institu­
tion, advertis ing the to ~.~:,n in the 
whole Tri-S ta te area, and sa-i.,d he re­
garded the effort was a wottii while 
community enterprise. 

FoiJowing is a list of the exhibitors : 
Franlt Bailey, Burgettstown; C. L. 

Beers, Hookstown ; John Bardyn, 
Joffre ; Bloomingstock Brothers, of 
Wasllington ; C. EJ. Ackman , Burgetts­
town, R D. 1; Doc Boles, E ldersville; 
A. S. Fl eming and C. B. Farner, Bur­
gettstown; J . 0. Fredericks, Burgelts­
own; Fred Freshwater, Colliers, W. 
Va.; Clark F uller ton, Burgettstown, 
R. D.; Guy Hope, New Wilmingtou, 

l 
Pa.; Gleml_ Fullerton, Burgettstown ; 
Glass Brothers, Bulger, R.D. 1. ; W. 
E . Keiley, \Vest Middletown; D. Mar-

l ens, Burgettstown : MUton Marcus, 

I 
Hickory; Alden l\Iiller, Avella; J. NL • 
Marquis, Hickory: John Perry, Bur-

l gel tstown ; W. A. Reecl. Bur,.ettstown; 
1 John Pascoe, Slovan : J . M. Paxton, 
1 Iouston : W . H. Sherwood, ·w ashin g-
\ ton. R. D. 1: '.Pony Szcrne, Rea : GPo . 

. L Saxon. Burgettstm>n, R. D. 2; Bert 
Thbrupsou & Sons, West Sunbu.r~ ; H. 
G. Va)lce, wasllington; Herber t ViTells, 
Colliers, W. Va.; Mrs. Charles Acl{­
man, Burgettstown, R. D. 1; Mrs. G. 

I 
Earl Boak, McDonald, R. D. 3; Mrs. 
J . i\I. Aiken, Bulger; Harry DPscatner, · 

I McDonald, R. D. 1; c. B. Fonner, 

I Lang_eloth ; F t·ed F reshwater, ~olli ers: 
W. Va. : Mrs. C. H. F roelich, Yeadon, 

1 
Dorothy F roelich. · Carnegie : John 

l 
Gallagher, Mrs . Nancy Gist , Vi' ells­
burg, W.Va.; May Lawton, Rea ; 1\frs. 
F. L Kraeer , Rea, R. D; Olga _ K!u­
chonovich, Slovan; John Jascoe, Slo- . 
van; Mrs. S. B. Pendelton, Cherry 
Valley ; Dora Raab, McDonald, R. D. 
4: ,J. G. Scot t, Burgettstowu ; W . H. 
Sherwood, washington, R D. ; Ustina 
Szczur, Rea: Rose Smith, Langeloth; 
Mrs. B. B. Tuttle, Cross Creelt; Hazel 
Tuttle. Cross Creek; Elsie Tandy, 
Burgettstown. 

Entries in Poultry: C. N. Bell, 
Wellsburg; John Donati, Langeloth; 
Reed Welch, Burgettstown. 

Town Out en Masse for Fair and Races 
Burgettstown Enterprise-October 8, 1931 Edition 



TWO HORSES BURNED 
IN FAIR GROUND BLAZE 

Stables and Valuable Radn,g Stock 

Lost in Fire of U~known 
Orig,i n Sunday Night 'I 

~t -----
~- racing mare and her colt, owned 

Henry Thompson of South Bur-
.;ttstown, were lost in a fire at the 

Jurgettstown fair grounds on Sunday 
night. Two other horses owned by 
Thompson and one owned by W. A 
Reed were saved f>om the flames. 

Abeut 30 stalls were burned, to­
gether with harness, saddles, carts 
and other racing equipment, a water 
wagon and some other property of 
the fair association. 

The fire broke out shortly before 
10 o'clock, and in little more than 
half an hour the stables were de­
stroyed. Burgettstown and Slovan 
fire departments were at the scene 
within a few minutes but there was 
no water and they could do little. 
It was stated that the loss would 
have been negligible had there been 
a water supply. 

The caretaker. J esse Bach, and 
others had made the rounds of the 
stables about 20 minutes before the 
fire and found no reason for suspicion. 
The origin of the blaze could not be 
explained, as there was no electric 
current jn that part of the grounds. 
It was thought possible that some · 
boys might have visited the grounds 
and been smoking about the stables. 

The horses saved were led from 
the stalls by Donald Roberts, Ernest I 
Williams and Rudy Launder, but they 
wer e unable to remove the other two. 

Two Horses Burned in Fair Ground Blaze 
Burgettstown Enterprise- October 13, 1932 Edition 
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~urgetlstown1 Wasnrngton ~0, 1 Pa'l October 2o and 3d~ 1865~ 

A[ricultural 
<.; 

Association, ; 
WU; r, HOLD TB:ElR 

E~eventh Annual Exhibition 1 
-...:!:._'I' - ! 

-O:N" -

OFFICERS. 

.A.. fl. BURNS. 
VICE PB.ESJD:F:~'l'S. 

THO~L.i.S McCOP.KLE, 
llAVill BUOHANA.N, 
.J~:MES RA..NKL'\, 
WILLIAM S. LEE. 

. HOBERT :'IIcGOD'G-H. 
])llH:CTQlt.:S. 

List of Premiums 

Union· ·Agricultural 
BURGETTSTGWN, 

Tuesday & Wednesday1 Oct. 2d & 3dr 
l 866 -

'rut.sday & Wei't.ne.sd:ty, Oct. :3d & ~d, 11~156 i 0. I'. COOK. Class .t- Horses for Heavy D:raslgM. 

_ ... ----<!€»>- SAJ'<fCEL SCOTT, ~ B~<tStaJ~ou,:::::::::::::::::·:.·.·.·_-_-_-_-_-::.".".".".":.·::.·.::::::::::::::::::::';~ gg 
REMARKS. RO~~~~:lls~~~¥~8, B2'.f G~~ing, . ..... ...... ... ........ ................. . ::·::::.:·::::::: g g'g 

The officers ofthe'unicin .Agricult1~.ral ..:i.sso- j· RICHARD DONALDSON, J·r. ~~:.;··.:· · · ····· · ····-- -- ·--· ·· ··-- · · .. .............. ::::::::::::::: ~ g~ 
.:;iation take this opportunity, on presenting tv j ALEXANDER. WALKER , · ~ Brno~o M.e.ro, .............. ... ... ....... ......... ::::::::::::::: ~-gg 
cbe oublic their Eleventh .Annual Premium ! .JAMES McCONNELL, Best:if,tchedHorsesorMe.res ............................ ..... soo 

- h d I J .~ "i\·rE· ~ DODDS . 2d do ao . ··-··· ····· ···· 4- co List, to congratulate t eir patrons an mem- ! • .n.d "'~ • ear"m.ii~,_Josi<ili N. scott, Esq., Gyros w~us, J onn c . 
. bers of the .association. on the splendid ·success ! .) . }f. TEfflPLETON. Mc..'<a<ey, .Tohn Swc:u-ingen, John N . Ws.lircr. 

which hP.s been the re~ult. of th~ir united op~- i }f. H. BORLA.NI), . ! Class B-Horses for . all Purposes. 

::~0~;/~:h;r~:!;~:::· ha~~es!:~dn~fp~=~ l n~~!t~~i~~1~:~, · . ! ~ :~;:::::·. :·.: ·.::::::::·.·.: : :::: :·.: ::::::·.·.·_·_·_·_~~~:~~~:::~~:~~~: i ~~ 
. ~~:~:!~~_:;. s~;-~~1 -~:t·p:s:~t- :~~?; I ~f5ijfsL ~~~:~,' . I =~ =~~~~~;~:::::::~:.·;.·:_: ::::::::::::::::::;::~:~~::~~~~:::~; ·t If' 
;;nd more vunea. hst ;;nan a.ny· soc1eL) m the , SAMUEL A.RCHER. : Best ;r:.t<:hecl Horses or~,_,..:;, .......................... ...... 5 •10 
•!Ounty. T.he Eall will be fitted up IOl' the !· . SECRETARY,. ! ::!d do do ...... ..... ... . -lc oo 

.,....,..OO ! Com:niittte- Tbomas Donaldson, Jr.,. G. Y. ftPKee, Jol:rr~-
accomruodation of the ladie~, w_hose spirit and .TORN P. n D , i C:unpbell, w. v. EJt.r•, Rezin Mortou: 

1m tiring zeal and good t~te have !:>id us under TREAS UR~R, ,_: Class ()--H:orses for Ligiit Draught. 
· w SAMUEL P . WILSON. 

so many obligations fo-r former success. · e ! lli.f St~~ion, ....................... .... ............... ::::: ::::::::;: ~ gg 
hope G.nd expect to be still more deeply in. . Rules and Reg'ltlations. ! BestGeldi,g, ................. . .. .............. .. ··· · ·:: ::::::: :::~: ~ ~g 
debtecl for their contributions on the coming· j' B~t-1\fa~, ........................... ................ : ................. :; oo 
o~ion. The ladies are reouested, ii possiblo, · .. . , . • !ld do _.. . ........ ....... ~ 00 

. . _ _ - . . . . . All stock muse be entered ana. on the grouna. l Best Brooa. "'-•re, ...... .. ... ....... .... ..... ........................ o QO 
b hs.>e al! art!cles entereo. for exh1bmon on ;;he! before two o'clock of the first day of the Fair. 2d__ du . .. ...... . ... : .• 3 00 

' · 1· ~ • Best llitehed Horses or Mares,................................ S Oil ·nrst day, so tnat the c-01umittees may have a. The Secretary will attend at his omce on_ tne 

1 

~d . do . do _ ........ >. .... _.. ;~, oo 
' · · - • 'tv ' aki' th · ~ d · I gro\illds for that purpose. .A.Jl other arr.Icles ?mz•ntntv.-J. s. M;Corklo, N. K. McD?nald, T~os. L9.n• •. _oei;te,_ opporcum • o, m ng eir ~war s. I . . . , .. Jonn CamobelL of Hickory, Samuel ll;;mo:. 

· ..,. · · · · · ·h · t k must be entered before ten o clock of me sec- - · · 
l nose w;~rung to :rr;pro.ve t eJr s oc . or ond day. .Any person W:.shing to enter swck 1 Glass D- Stallio:u a.nd fiel;Ung Colts, 8 

compare thea· own mtn. others, a.re cordially or articles for exhibition, can do so after Sept. I years . old and under. 
1nYited to attend, under the assunmce that they 

1 lQ~b.,_ by forwarding to -t~e S:cret_a.r:r; at B:n-- 1 ~3t Stallion Colt, 3 years_ old, ........ . ........... ....... ...... ~ 00 
W!1l find ;; gre2.tcr ,-ar£ety a.nd a much more ge~t~rown, ,one do!l~r, and ~ description of the li~Geldin:oCoit, 8 yea,..a~ld, ..... ............. ::::::::::::::: 3 gg 
·. erons coliecHoU: of fine stock ~han c·n be il.rtic!es to oe exhibited, ana. be will return a 12d do de ....... ........ 2 oo 
~= 1 

• ."· • • • • . . " "' . certificate of membership and tabs by maiL B.ist Stollion _Colt, 2ye~r•,old, .......... ......... . ....... _ .. .... 3- ~0 
iound "'" :my s1!!lllar _e:s:mbmoTI. The Prtts- The several Committees of ll.Ward will meet :B~ Gelding"Colt. ~~ ... ........ ..... ::::::::::::::: ~ gg 
burgh and Steubenville Reil Road running al- as. follows : The Committees on Live Stock I 2d do de ....... . ....... 1 00 

i ~;": · • th- "-. · · · • . • 1- · ~b will meet at the music stand on the firSt d:ty. f ~t Stallion Colt, ! ~c . .. ............................ z no most .n ... _ht OI " r~u croun;~s m .. .,.es " e . .

1 

-d do ~c .... ... ........ 1 co 
-Dros~ct of-the Agricultur:tl Department be in~ 2.t l o'clock. The _Committees on Fann~g B.i,i't Spring st~m9" Colt, .. ... .. . .................... ... ......... 1 5~ 
• .. . 

0 Implements, Domestic Manufactures, &c., mll -:- do do ....... ........ 1 llJ 

well ra_~res_eme~. . . . . meet in, Mechanics' R~, at 1? :.. m. of ~he Class ll--2d Divisiou- Ma:i.'e Colts 3 ye<li'8 
Geroncares or membership costmg one doll~r second aa.y; the Comr.a1ttees m the Ladies' I . old and nnde.-. · 

"l'lill admit dU!'ing the Fair the holder and a1! Department will meet in Floral Hall, . at 10 Best M«re Colt~ ye.m ole, .. ............................ ........ 4 00 
· the female- mem~rs of the f~mily and all a.. m. of the s~cond :Ja.y- at which ti~e .and· :_d de ., do .... : .......... 2 ~0. 

~~ • ' . places .they w'Jl rece1ve· all.nece~o<>..-u- mstruc- B~t d~ -;; do ...... ............. ............. ....... 3 :'{) 
ma.leo under mteeu ye"~' ·or a.g· and perm1t ~ - - - • . -J • Zu d~ · - do ............. ... ..... .... .. ......... ... 1 oO 

. . . ~ . ~."." · • ~, . . wor:s, and _be preparea. ro perform the duties of, ~;st """ling Colt, ......... ..... ... .......................... .... . . 2 oo 
!:!rrn w oecome a. compew.tor .lor ~uy premmm their app!)mtment. . . 1 -d ~ a~ · .. ............. 1 oo 

P ~ '-'" .. _ . h' . 1 Bel'. Sorlog lie.re Colt . ................ .. .......................... l ;;o in the list. Sinc-le admission tickets 30 cents. remmrus must Ut< caUed for Wlt m scrty I u . ·do <i<> • ... ... . ........ 1 oo 
"' · ,'€J>~ 1' days after the awards are nublish.ii, oll-J.erwise 

1 
_ ~mill<t-Tbo~;Collins, Wm. :lfoConnelJ, J oiln N. >to-

- <:.. 1 il ' t> 2' o 3 • 18"" ·· will 1 ·· • • •· • • ~t.. • .n • 1 J.oy,_.._. R. BoTos. Wm. B:illey. t:cegaay c.. ./tJt~nesazy~ uct .. ~ -G £ a! v•h j they !J€ torre1r.ea. r.o we ~oc1ety. ; Thi£:Commi~tee"??ill~Te.o-.eio bothj)iYi£iUIL£. 



()iass H----contimtt:rl. {'}a_;;;; '· required. to furnish a.. certi£cate on oath or 11 
certific.a.te with one competent ·witness thereto, 

~e_sL Print Bmter...... ...... .. .... ........... ... .. ...... ... . 28 j ~est Le::.ther Work 1<1-:u.ut.;;. _________ __ __ ........ 1 ~ statine: the time and manner their sheep were 
:.:c tlo ········ ···· ··············-··· ········-······ . "'d · do do ··---- .. -····---- -----· 50 shorn~ and leave the same with the SeCretary. 
J:st ~he«~~ 5ll>s. ~i: ·~·c.~e:.:·:.::·.:·:.:·.: :::: ::::·.::::::::: 1 Q~ ! ~~t Con~:-ork br:\mdo:&'b5ket:~~::::~~~·~::::::::::: 1 ~ 7. Pers.ons exhibiting ior Sweepstakes ?re-
2d do do ·· ·················· ······ ······ ~g i Best Husk Bnsket ... ··· · · ·· ··· .. ··· ··· ·······----··· ---· · flO miums, will uav an additional entr:mce fee of 
3<i do do .. ............... ··· ··· ......... . 1 do Shell Basket,------·····---·····-------·····----· :!:? ·hree d ll -· - Seer · · · · 

B:,sr . . ->.pple l'>folasses, one quart; ............... ...... 1 21! 1 tir, Shell FTame.. ··-------··- -----···· ·········---- !') , t 0 :trS to the etary. 
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2~ do do ········ ···· ······ 531 2d do .... , ......... ... ·-··········----·-···--·--·· ! 00 . to be handed to .he ;;ecretary, mth a descnp-
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THE BURGETTSTOWN FAIR. 

The 45th annual Burgettstown fair, 
held last week, was by far the moet sue 
cessful exhibition ever given by the U. 
A. A. It is remarkable what interest 
attaches to our lair,and how the interest 
l•as increased from year to year--partic­
ularly the last few years. Starting from 
a very small beginning, it has grown and 
increased from year to year until now it 
is one of 'the very best iu the country, 
and 1ts etoek exhibits, e•pecially cattl e 
and sheep, are used as a standard ol 
comparison. Tlae Burgettstown fair is 
known from one end oi the state to the 
other, and the meeting held last week 
will serve to make it even better known 
and more popular. 

It was in all respects the best fair ever 
held here-both in quality and quantity 
of exhibits, amueement features, arrange­
ment, and in attendance. The receipts 
were almost $1,000 ahead of last year, 
which was the most succe•sful previous 
year. The cattle shown was the finest 
ever seen on the grounds and would 
compare very favorably with the ex­
hibits at most state fairs. The herd 
of shorthorn durhams, owned by 
Darling Bros., of Nellie, Ohio, were sim­
ply beauti~s. It would be bard to find 
any more perfect animals, or animals in 
more perfect condition. The shorthorn 
herd of S.C. CunxiinKham; of Jefferson 
township, was not far behind, though 
not in as good condition as Darling 
Bros'. Another magnificent he1·d, and 
one that attracted great attention was F. 
W. Hall & Sons' herd of Brown Swiss, 
from Perry, Ohio. Accordi!Jg to cattle 
men this breed possesses fine milking 
qualities, together with size, which 
makes them valuable also in a meat cat­
tle. The sheep exhibit was also very 
fine. All the leading hreeJs were well 
repreEented. The exhibit was probably 
ns large as it ever was and the !:!pecimens 
were extra fine. The exhibit of swine 
\vas good, and there was a large number 
of entries in the different classes in the 
boroe department. The poultry show 
was probably as large as ever and it ex­
celled former exhibits in variety and 
quality of tbe fowls. The exhibit of 
fancy work and other articles in the 
ladies' department was the finest eve1 
seen in the hall. In fruit•, grains and 
vegetables there was a noticeable im­
provement. The display was finer than 
for years. 

There ntwer was such an array of side· 
shows, fakirs and amusement devices 
on the ground. The space between the 
eating houses and the poultry pens was 
a veritable "Midway,': and as there was 
not room enough there · to accommodate 
them all, they were to be found scattered 
all over the ground, together witb lema· 
nade and peanut stands. ';in·owing base· 

ail s at the head of a colored man stuck 
through a hole in a blanket seemed to b 
a favori:e form of amusement. Almost 
e very way one turned he ran against ll 

pl:u1t of this sort. 

The races were inte resting, as usual. 
and some very good time was made. Iu 

tile frlfe-tor-all )aCe on rnursaav naay 
Pipes, who has a record of 2:07 or 2:08, 
took the first beat iu 2.24. The owne 
then announced that he would try to 
beat the wmld's record for a t mile 
track, but the mare had e\•idently been 
worked too harct in the first beat, lor 
Major Wolf took the next three beats, 
and Lady Pipes was almost distanced. 
A number of minor accident• occurred: 
In this same race Walnut, owned by J. 
B. Pierce, of Toronto, Ohio, fell while 
going down the grade at the south end 
of the track, and the driver was thrown 
out, but neither horse nor driver were 
badly hurt. A yom1g mare entered in 
one or two of tile pacing eve nts sncceed. 
ed in smashing five or six sulkies, hut 
no one was hurt. 

A record of the races follow"' 
RUNNING RACE, TWO-'l:HiltD liiL~. 

First, M~..>dico., A. E. Kromer, Pitt."!burg ...... $36 00 
Second,Duck Adoo,G. A. Hukell, Hctliu.ny, J5 00 
1'bird,Queenlles:.., C. 1:1. l:'crrJnl::, I.Jl~tlh.:·~it!, 9 00 

Time--1 :167Jl, 1:18. 
2:50 TROT, 

li'i_rst, Eh'rood,W.S. Bennet, McDonald ...... 10 00 
tiecoud, Virginia Maid . A. Fl. Grobu.m, 'l'or-

onot. Obio ....... ...... .... ..... ... ... ... :............. 20 00 
Thjrd, !<Ted Doug\ua:~, Hobt. Wullcrs, J.<;. 

L1verpool, 0.......... .. ..... .... ..................... 12 00 
Fourth, Idler, J. t.:. &\ndcl1!, SteuiJeuvillc, 8 00 

Time-2:20}{, 2:293/.t, '2:27. 
F.ltl!:E.I<'OR-ALJ, PACE. 

First, MuJ. \Voi_C.B.F.Swea.:tngen. Toronto, 100 00 
Second,Lady 1-'tpes,r.F.Alhson, McDonald, 50 00 

~~~~~h~~~c:i~~J~~: ~~.1~~~~T~i~~~~ .. ~~:::: ~ gg 
Time-2:24, 2:25, 2:25}6, 2:'4. 

2:50l"AOE. 
First .. Dove Eye,HomerBros, Greenvllle,J'a, 40 00 
Second, Greenough ~raid, C. P. Huchanau, 

Iudepeoaence. l 'u 20 00 
Thol!-2:45. 2:40, 2:45. 

2:30 TROT. 

I~~tn~.~-\~: ~eife.11J~~~r t~:.~U..cit~;{nies ~ gg 
Third. Vlrgjnia Maid, A. 11. Grubum, 1'o-

routo, 0 ...................... .. ,, ....... " .... , .. ~... 2'2 50 
Time-2:<:14}4, 2:4Jr.f, 2:44):1, 2:48. 

2:!10 PACE.· 
First. Mi~ Trilby, Cam Pugh., Fairview .... $ 75 00 
Second, Browu Joe, A. H.Graba.m,Tomnto H7 M 
Third, Col. :Ufeckenridge, Wm . Bn.tit.!s, Steu~ 

"1e''1Vft1e:::::-::~.:-::-:~-:;.-;7,':";;-; ........ -;.-;:::, .... ~2-00 
# l~b, nove Eye, Homer Hros.Greenville 15 00 

~ ne-2:31J-4',F:l~::.:::~~~~: ;!~· 2:347.f. 

.st. Dan WJlkes, Uobe1·t Carson, Alle-

decJ~j.0fu:CCiCi"l&~·d··ste·~.;:art;·E-Wiilg'&'AiC:3100 00 

Cre.y, McDonald ..... .... ........... ............... 50 00 
T~i!e~2~~~~· l:i~.r2:~}I.ke, Pittsblll'g... ao 00 

ll.UNNlNG RACE. 

First, J3essie Browfline-, A. E. Kramer, 
Pittsburg ......... .................................... $ 60 00 

Se~ond, Duck Adoo,G. A. HuJ.-:e'ii,Betha.ny :z..:; 00 
Thud, Joe, H . H. Carman, Betbo.uy........... 15 00 

'fimc-2:00, 2:03. 

The attendance on Thursday broke 
.he •·ecord. A very low estimate is that 
there were 12,000 people on the grouPds. 
The old part of the grounds was cr0wd­
ed with people and vehicles, and a large 
nnm ber of vehicles were st01·ed on the 
"" 0 W ground. 

- ~~;he total receipts ,yere $6,239.59; made 
up from r.J. e following sources: Sale of 
tickets, $4,389.10; from gran<i stand, 
$257; from secretary (percentages), 
$830.49; privileges, $639; rQnt, ~1 24 . 

There were a number of extraordinary 

expenses tbi> yPar - building a grand 
stnnd,d.-illing wells, building fence, etc., 
but it ie estimated that the receipts of 
the lair will almost cover t:1ese, beside 
paying all other expenses of the fair. 
There will be a deficit, but it will be 
small. This is a remarkable ehowing, 
and if the next fair is as successful, the 
association will not only h" out of debt, 
but will baye a snug balance in the 

treasurv~· =---~-----------------o 

Burgettstown Fair-1881 



A 6ood Fair. 
( ... I have been much interested in wha t\ 

has been said editorially i11 your columns ' 
in regard to the conduct of our agr icul- i 
tural fairs. While I agree that the t 

primary object of our fairs should be a 
means of giving farmers an opportunity 
of comparing notes with their fellow 
farmers (for who can know bow and 
when to improve, or whether he should 
be encourag ed or. discouraged, if be has 
no means of comparing his results with 
those of others) I do not think that all 
fair .associations i n Pennsylvania are de­
teriorating. 

It has been my privilege this fall to at­
tend five fairs in the state, and with one 
exception I did not see anything that 
could be seriously objected to, while at 
most of them the interest manifested in 
those things strictly agricultural was 
noticeable. .Especially was this true of 
the Burgettstown fair,and perhaps a few 
words about this exhibit will not be out 
of place at this time. 

This annual exhibition is evidently for 
the farmers, is managed -very largely by 
farmers, and is consequently well sup­
ported by them. The .exhibit of cattle 
was one that would have done credit to 
many much larger fairs. In some classes 
as many as twelve individuals competed. 
The interest in the Jersey cattle exhibit 
was especially a creditable one, not only 
in numbers but in the quality of the 
numbers, and judging from -the atten­
dance at the cattle ring and -~he questions 
asked the interest was not confined en-
tirely to the exhibitors. -

The management of the cattle depart­
ment owe a great deal to Messrs. Shan­
non and Armstrong, who contributed a 
silver cup to be awarded th~ best herd of 
Jerseys consisting of a bull and four 
milking females, which not only aroused 
a good deal or healthy competitiori' 
among the local Jersey breeders but also 
served to enJ:ourage them. 

The exhibit of Guernseys, Ayrshires 
and Shorthorns was also large and a very 
worthy one. The show of sheep was 
very strong,and although there were not 
so many swine as usual the quality of 
those shown was standard. 

From what I saw of the good features 
that go to make up an educational fair, 
and from what I did not see that would 
tend to demoralize and degrade, I am 
sure that the Burgettstown fair, although 
there is still room for improvement, is a 
credit to the management and is worthy 
of the support of all the farmers in West-
ern Pennsy lvania. H . H AYWARD. 

S tate Coll~ge, Fa. 

Burgettstown Fair 
1898 Article -Unknown Newspaper 



BURGE I 
FAIR 

Large Crowd at F 

Day•s Delay. 

Burg<>ttst..:>Wll. Octob"r !. -
stocked with exhibits of more 
3,000 f wls and, lar.ge entries o 
tle and sbeE>Jl, ~~e sirtY-ninth 
7(fair of the (Tnion Agr.icuttuTal 
elation gr.•t under '1>0 /l.Y her yest 
a,iter beJn;; tlelayed on" da: by · 
weath.,r. 

Dark, dreary skies thrE-e> 
t'aUI'ie a further postpone 
"\'\' ashlngtou tou.nty's old,·st 
tCJ,·duy morning, hut shul"tl .¥ 
noon chill bre.ezes aJ•d over 
clouds retreated befo1·o 'IIJe I) 
sunshine. 

Persons liYing in tbi~> (lisirif't 
in large nnmbt>rs and this cnHn 
augmentNl by many nsltors 
b~- special trains. 

Judging Is Begnn. 
Offid;.Us wasted no time 11 

things started a,nd judgit 
sbeP.p and farm pr·oduct exHi 
begun 1mmedlately. More tb 
satisfaction 1\~J.$ expre;;sed · ~ 
quality of the farm prorlucts 
In the tomato class, especial! ~ 
were: some fine exhibits. li'ir 
ors were awarded to A. n.. W 
of !llJrgettstown, who exblb1• 
;natoes weighing more than a 
each. 

In the cattle ex!:;itlt.s are 
priZe W.iJ\ners from this year's :f; 
.Ohio and • ev; Yo;rk. ''Kin~ Co 
a Guernsey bull. which last 
was placed ~econd at: tbe. Cal 
county fair and bas won 25 bl\J 
bons, attracted much uttentio 
animal is a grandson of 
C'Owan," world's ch~l:upion for 
years. C. C. Gpss of tbe Cha; 
Farms, Brownsville, its owner 
yesterday that the an imal had 
taken less than a first prize until 
week, when it bowed t o an ent11 
Charles M . Schwab's farms a 
Ca m bria county fa ir . 

$upplementi.ng , tbe far·m and t 
attr-actions are Tarious entertai 
features, in.cluding .:fireworks • 
e\·e J'Y n ight. 

T he horse races will b 
d<ty 3Jld Friday. T 
lJ'Ii day ~n!L· "-· ....... -~ 

Burgettstown Fair 
Article Donated by Sylvia McConnell 



·T H E Burgettsto>Yn Fair, like thE 
brook, we read about, goes on for­
eyer. It is about the oldest asso­
ciation of the kind in this section, 
cont'-"mporaneous with the old 
Vlelisburg fair- the by-laws and 
rule;, of which were adopted almost 
verl:.atim at the start, away back 
in tb.e latter fifties, a;;d it has out­
lived with distinguished honor 
~11 of them. It is very favorably 
loca~ ~d as regards rqads, etc., etc. 
The last fair, just over, is said to 
have been the biggest in both dis­
play and on-lookers in its history. 
Secre ary Melv-in is a sort of \\Tells­
burg veteran. 

Burgettstown Fair-1897 
Wellsburg Herald-October 9, 1897 Edition 
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