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Volunteers Plan Appeal To District
Will Ask Citizens to Help Bridge Present Gap in Company Finances
HISTORY IS RECALLED
Town Secured Modern Water System When Firemen Came to Rescue

The year 1926 will always be remembered in any history of
Burgettstown. That was when the town secured its modern city water system,
but not until volunteer firemen “came to the rescue.”

Because the lack of sufficient water made fire-fighting an almost hopeless
task, the Burgettstown Volunteer Fire Department supported the project, down
to the last man. The firemen outlined a plan which would not only insure an
adequate supply of water but would provide improved roadways to reach fire
hydrants. This would make available sufficient water to feed the big Stutz
pumper which threw 350 gallons a minute.

Townspeople themselves manifested sincere interest but seemed unable
to secure enough funds to finance the programs. The firemen then threw the
whole force of their organization into the task, and today the modernized water
system stands as an enduring monument to the work of the firemen.

Insurance Rates Lowered

Installation of the new system resulted in lowered insurance rates as well
as day-by-day conveniences to the residents.

The officers for that year were: Guy Russell, president; James C. Wolfe,
vice president; Robert H. Culley, secretary; Lee R. McKinney, treasurer. The
chief was W.R. Jackson, and assistant chief, H.R. Wilson.

The following year, James Wolfe moved up to President, and Mr. Mr.
Jackson remained as chief.

In 1929 W.R. Allison was chief and W.D. English president. It was during
that period that the fire company purchased four gas masks as well as an
inhalator with necessary accessories.

A three month course in first aid was conducted during which members
of the department were instructed in the use of resuscitation methods for
suffocation, pneumonia, and drowning.

Many Lives Saved

Since many lives have been saved by the firemen in cases of carbon
monoxide poisoning. Lee McKinney was for a long time in charge of instruction
for the department.

The present officers are: ].R. Rankin, president; Ralph L. Bell, vice
president; Robert H. Culley, secretary; Lee McKinney, treasurer. W. R. Allison,
chief, and H.R. Wilson, assistant chief.



The trustees are: Boyd H. Sloan, G.S. Walters, and George Hannan. First
hose captain is John L. Rankin, and others in charge of the hose are Earl Petrucci,
W.D. Wilson, and James Wolfe. Truck drivers are James R. Lee, William ]. Pyle,
G.S. Walters, Earl L. Farner, and C.B. Smith.

The enrollment of the department is 45 men. On the second floor of the
borough building they have fitted up club rooms with modern kitchen, through
donations from the public and other sources.

Plan Fund Campaign

For seven years street fairs were held by the department, but due to the
hard times of the past year the members voted to discontinue the fair
temporarily. Since this was a main source of income the firemen now find
themselves short of funds. A campaign is being launched to secure needed
funds.

Recalling the days of the old “bucket brigade,” the firemen told of the
Gilbert drug store and National clothing store fire of 1915, the biggest in the
history of the town.

The fire in these two stores, in the heart of the business section,
threatened to destroy the merchandising district. It was in the days before the
present water system and every source of water supply was drawn on. Even
the reserve supply was tapped in a desperate effort to stop the flames.

Finally the railroad company backed tank cars of water to the scene.
Water from these cars was bailed out in 10-gallon milk cans, hurried atop of
adjoining buildings and poured into the roaring flames.

It was an all-night job. In the morning the fire was out. The two stores had
been destroyed, but the business district had been saved.

The Pittsburgh Press
November 29, 1933 Edition
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8urgeffstown Vol. Fire Co. Elects August
Repole Pres.; Commiffees For.S5 Appointed

The Burgettstown Vol unteer
Fire Company held . it's annual
meeting in the firehouse on Mon-
day evening, January 10 at which
time officers for the ensuing year
were elected as follows: President.
August Repole; Vice President,
Robert Bent; Treasurer, Lee' R.
McKinney; Secretary, Lester Neil;
Chief, Kenneth Scott; Trustees C.
B. Smith, Walter Farner and
Jacob Schneider, Jr.; Relief Asso-
ciation, 3 years-Earl Petrucci and
Lee R. McKinney.

Chief Scott appointed Lester
Neil, assistant chief and issued a
request that all members atten'Cl'
the Fire SclJ.oolnow seing held in
the firehouse every Wednesday
evening from 7 to 9 p.m.

Chief Scott appointed the fol-
lowing officers to serve in 1955:
Hose captain, William 1Addington;
Lieutenant, Jacob Schneider, Jr;
Engine Captain, James Dellaria;
Lieutenant, Walter Farner;  ~irst
Aid-Captain, August Repol,e, Lieu-
tenant, Eugene Povero; Fire Police,
Earl Farner, C. B. Smith, Eto Mar-
oni Robert Bent, James Wagner,
Ed":"'ard Welsh, Jacob Schneider,
Jr. and iLester Neil.

President RepolE:iappointed the
following committees:

Ways and Means: Ed war d
Welsh chairman; Artlimr Simpson,
Dene 'Bertrand, Robert Robinson,
Jr., William Addington and Jacob
Schneider, Jr.

Refreshment; W alter Farner,
chairman; C. B. Smith and James
Wagner.

Purchasing Committee: Kenneth
S<:ott Lester Neil and Robert Bent.

Ba~quet: A. J. Fulton, Earl
Petrucci and Phil Gray.

The Bur,gettstown com pan y
answered 49 calls in 1954,26 in t?e
Borough and 17 in Smitp townsllip.
4 in Haoover township and 2 m
Jefferson township.

Burgettstown Vol. Fire Co.Elects August Repole Pres.; for '55 Appointed
Burgettstown Enterprise-January 20, 1955 Edition
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FIREMEN'S *
CARNIVAL

7 wmeess AND sossesss

STREET FAIR |

i

ON THE PARKING LOT
Near Burgettstown Post Office

Sat. Eve., August 24

MANDW

EVERY EVENING WEEK OF
Aug. 26 to 31,

Burgettstown Firemen’s Carnival
Burgettstown Enterprise-August 21, 1935 Edition ‘
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F'IREME 'S5
CARNIVAL

. AND _. ..
STREET FAIR
ON THE PARKING LOT

Near Burgettstown Post Office

fvery  vening This Week

Everybody is Asked
To Help the firemen

Burgettstown Firemen's Carnival
Burgettstown Enterprise-August 28, 1935 Edition
















THE ENTERPRISE / JIM DALuﬁ:A;
The beautiful and not so

Seven-year-old Chantil Bates, left, and her 9-year-o|d brother Bryan present a contrast in attractiveness as they appeared in costume
at the Oct. 31 Burgettstown Vqunteer Fire Co.'s Halloween party. They are children of Daryl and Brenda Bates of Joffre. A surprise  °
snow storm wiped out plans for a parade through town, but the party went on as scheduled. T ;

Burgettstown Volunteer Fire Co.’s Halloween Party
The Record-Outlook-November 10, 1993 Edition





























































































































































A home was destroyed
by fire in Eldersville last
Friday evening, when a
kerosene stove used for
cooking exploded. The
home was recently pur=-
chased by Al Bailey, and
was located down the hill
toward what formerly was
known as Shinntown. The
frame house, owned for a
number of years by Mrs.
Elizabeth Gillespie, con-
tained eight rooms,

It was occupied by Mr,
Bailey, and another family,
Mrs. Glendenning and two
of her four children. The
other two children have
been staying with rela-
tive s, Mrs. Glendenning
and her two boys, and Mr.
Bailey, lost all of their be-
longings.
~ They are in need of al-
most anything in the line
of wearing apparel, but the
main need is for bedcloth-
ing. Some furniture has
been promised them, as
soon as they can locate
another house nearby,
They are presently living
in Penowa with friends,

The children are Mike,
age 9, and Eddie, a little
over one year old. Mrs.
Glendenning can usecloth-
ing from the 14 to 16 size,

Fire Destroys Home In Eidersville

with a size 7

shoe, Mr.
Bailey, who was at work
at Sutherland Lumber
Company, Burgettstown,
when the fire broke out,
wears size 44 trousers,
and 17 shirt, Mrs. Glen~
denning ran from the house
with her baby with only
the clothes they had on,

Volunteer firemen from
Burgettstown, Avella and
Hanover Township answer-
ed the call with no less
than seven trucks and
pumpers, in an attempt
to prevent the fire from
spreading through the
heavily woocded area, into
Eldersville.

Anyone with clothing or
other articles to donate
may call 587-5401 even-
ings,

Eldersville Home of Al Bailey Destroyed
Burgettstown Enterprise-july 31, 1968 Edition
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