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Leaves of History-Cross Creek, Brooke County-Part II 
Online use, Refer to Obituaries 



A C K N 0 ~ L E D G M E N T 5 

Yi t ho ut yoc, the f o:-ner and the present residents of the Cross Creek ·\·aLley, 
book coul d never have become a r ea l ity . To each of you, a hearty THANK YOU . 

Karyn Adams on 
Ann e Aftanas 
Chester and Helec Tisik Af t anas 
Joe Aftanas 
Arlene Boles Alexa nd er 

Be:ty DeGa rmo &alleys 
Cecil and Ruth Robb Bake~ 
John R. Bannen 
~alter Baranowski 
Louis and Mercy Campbell Be ltra~e 

Tony Beltrame 
Bill and Jud y Bernardini 
John Bernardin i 
Ni ck and Catherine Strho Bertovich 
Robert and Pa t Cline Bongiorni 
Carol Shepherd Boyce 
Pete and Helen 3 laskovich 
Frank and Ruth 3laskovich 
Richard Boyd 
Tom Boyd 
Ralph Brady 
Aubre y Bror.he!"s 
Mary Riga Bryan 
Marga ret Burkhart 
T or.: Butche r 

All ac Ca1:1pbell 
Be cky Ca r e 
J ohn and Dor i s ?:iste r Care 
Bill and Bet ty ~ : itche ll Carey 
John Cher ipko 
Pau l and Della Reed Chilensky 
Bo b and Delor i s ~ess Cl i ne 
Gary Clin e 
George R. Cline 
Dick and ~illie s~earingen Co l e 
~1ae Conley 
Ju dy Co ulter 
Mary Ann .Pfi ster Cox 
Howard Cline 
Gaye Cheripko 
Harie Reese Cr i bbs 
Alice Mowd er Cunningham 
Margaret DeGa r~o Cun n ingham 
Frank \.J . Craven 

Terry and Lois Saunders Dami 
Russetl DeGarmo 
Arthur Deuley 
Matilda ~o~unda Oo 7isio 
freda Saunders J~nn 

Lois Sl asor Early 
Albert and Esthe~ Moore fisher 
Earl Fowler, Jr. 
Eugene George tt i 
Bernice Gist 
Ruth ~eth Gillespie 
Elizabeth Grigsby Gi ll es pie 
Bob Grace y 
Carl Granato 
Gizelle Vargo Grew 
Le~;is Gri gsby 
Gabriel and Mary ~p~ ~rilli 

Morris Harlan 
Lily ?1ae Ha r•i s 
Delbert and Lau7a Tredway Henthorn 
Mary Frances Pfister Hervey 
Gwen Hubba rd 
Bob anC JoAnn ~igginbot~am 
Dewey Hutton 

Jean Lucas Javersak 
Doris Lake Jones 
Jim J ones 
Joh n Jones 

Louis and Gl adys ~aposy 
LawFence Kimball 
Hike Klem 
Jean Mc:arland ~crpos 
Ann Kre ss 
Terissa Kvocka 

Tracy Ro use La~caster 
Lu ci lle Marker Legge 
Jay Leon 
Kern Lyons 

J ames and Freda ~ack 
Veronica Ma dis 
Bob and Teresa Dai ley Ma rino 
Gaylord Hartin 
Ralph Martino 
J oyce ?-!cAlpine 
Alb erta McKee 
Earl McLaughlin, Jr. 
Earl McLaughlin II I 
Frank and Anna Mae McQuil l an 
Michael Minda 
Albert :-Ii ll er 
Harry and Char l c:te Prat: ~itchell 
Mar y Ann ~itche!l 

this 

Ida ~loore 

Judy Hoare 
Pear 1 Mae ~!core 

Delbert Mor~is 
Dorothy Mor -:on 
Arl ene Yost Mowder 
John Mowder 
Dorothy Hc f a: land Huzopappa 

Ma e Fisher ~e~ ton 
Danny and Grace Came r on Nicko ies 
Elva Osaba 

GoldiE Pa sto ;:-
p & ~ Rail~ar Co . 
flovd and liancy Hunte r Petrel 
Ruth VanOrr.~an Plunkett 
\Ji lliam N. ?o e llot 
John Popp 
Elvia ReesE Pugne 

MikE and Brenda Ragan 
Charles Ranges 
Ar.~anda Reed 
Annabelle Horvath Reese 
Anne Puskarich Re sn i k 
John Resnik 
Harry and Ag nes Riga 
~illiaffi and Ber tha Maluski Rihe l 
Rober t R~tun d a 
Anna Bell Jo lly Rouse 
Homer Roush 

Charles and Dorothy Sa ffl e 
Bill and An~a ~ae Saund e r s 
John and Marv Sebeck Schubenski 
C.M. and Ali~e Schwertfeger 
Kenneth Sch~e rtfeger 
Pete and Gay Sebeck 
Ron Sebeck 
Karen Beltra~e Serafi ne 
Jim and Sandy Shor es 
Rus s ell Sl asor 
Miriam Legge Smith 
Jean Ann Spea r 
Howard StanCish 
J i m and Ali ce Stevens 
Dominic and ?at Stillson 
Ca rlon and 3etty S t ewart 
Rae McFarland Sute rmaster 
Jim Schwei~Er 

Fred an~ ?Lo rence ~ \ acre Tho~as 

Jul!.a ti.sik 
Lou and E2ien Takas Tranquill 
The resa Tr i podi 
Ali ce Ulrich 
Cha rle s Ulr ich 
Nellie Upho l e 
An th ony \o"alenti 
Eliz abeth Takas Velegol 
Jacque Clark Verbon 

Frances 3aranowski ~elts 
Sara De er l:elsh 
Charles anci Frances Puskari ch .Uelsh 
Don 1...' i ggins 
Denn\· h'i !liams 
George Williamson 
Ro bert and Do lores ~ill iamso n 

Ho~ard V. ~o rl ey , Jr . 

~ilbert a~~ Helen Yost 
MikE Young 
Virginia ?fister Yo un g 

Ernest Zar.1ba rd a 
MiLlie Fis her Zambarda 
Sarah H. Zang 
Mary ~artino Zwierchowski 

DECEASED , \/HOSE '.IORK I N \lORDS AND 
PICTURES IS STILL APPRECIATED 

Helen Arnspoker Boles 
Ho\,.;arci Cai:'leron 
Fannie C~ark Campbe l l 
Sh i r ley Carter 
Betty Fo~ier Fell 
Viola Cheesebro ugh Gi ll espie 
Hel eG Ribo ~arus 
GleGna Haworth Horton 
Ir ene Vargo Popp 
An t hony ~uzopappa 
Elza Scott 
Harold Sc ·o tt 
Ed Taylor 
Helen V. Saunders 
.!..D. l,.,'hi:e 
Rudy Zar.:barda 
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THE EARLY FAM t,IES 

A. Hamilton Gdgsby I. Campbell Saunders 
B. Cox - (JC!ter) Boyd ,J. James Puntney · 
C. Seth Clark K. ,James Murchlaml 
D. Nathaniel Jhmter L. F.J.ijah Cornelius 

Q. James Leeper 
R . Jonas Amspoker 

(later) (',eorge tuns poker 
S. John Amspoker 

(later) Benjamin Sanders M. John Wiggins, Jr. 
E. Richard Elson ( later ) Frank Dailey 
F. William Baxter N. William Fowler 

T. Robert Cassidy 
U. Lowthers 

G. John Pfister 0. John Magee 
H. Edward Wiggins p. Peter Mooney 

y. Lucas Z. Ed Mitchell AA. Cline BB. 

V. James Steen 
H. Joseph Carter 
X. Ewing McCleary 

Nicholas Headington 

_, 
u 



1. Wabash Bridge 
2 . Tom Boyd 
3 . Seth ' s ~1ill 

~- Schwertfeger Farm 
(Brooke High Sc hool) 

5 . Engineer Killed 
6. Rockdale School 
7 . Rockdale 
8. Rockdale Hetal 
9 . Bridge Cons truc ti on 

10. Sanders Hill 
11. Bapt i st Graveyard 
12. Brid ge Constructi on 
13 . Pfister Hill 
14 . Sanders House site 
15 . Lake House 
16. Leon Slaughter site 
17. Rockdale Road 
18 . " Big Rock" 
19. Oil Well 
20 . Pf ister Fa rm 
21. Beltrame Tavern 
22 . Louise 
23 . Hurphy Farm 
24 . St. John's Road 
25 . Ebenezer Church 

(School site) 

5 . 

Zb. Glycerin Hollow 
27 . Willi amson Farms 
28. Downey Farms 
29 . Tent Chur ch Road 

(Formerl y Grigsby) 
30. Sebeck Store 
31. Fisher Store 
32. Dailey House 
33. Potrock 
34 . Bannen 
35 . Dermer Stout 
36. Hiller's Cut 
37. Cliftonville 
38 . Puntney Road 
39 . Swi nging Briuge 
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OT HE RS PICTURED 
LOCATION 

AREA OR ROA D 

MISPOKER RIDGE 
Char l es Gillespie 
Grilli (Deuley) 

TENT CHURCH ROAD 
Chi 11 Reed 
Hayes Brothers 
Grilli (Grigsby) 
Duval (Henthorn) 

34 . 
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40. Scot t' s Run Schoo l 
(1921-1946, 4-rm.) 

41 . Neal's Sawmill 
42 . Amspoker Road 
43 . J o lly home 
44 . John Decker Killed 
45. Railroad Trestle 
46 . Scott ' s Run Schoo l 

(1868- 1921 , 1-rm.) 
47. Hethodist Church 
48. Be ll Branc h Ra ilroa d 
49. New Camp 

(Freda Mack) 

51. 
52. 
53 . 
54 . 
55 . 
56. 
57 . 
58. 

59. 
60 . 

Howder site 
Cheap John 
Tripodi 
Virgi nvi ll e Post Office 
Virginia Station 
Ur so Store & P.O. 
Sti ll son homesite 
State Line Tunnel 

(Kl e in) 
Fow l er Mill 
Harry Rigo Home 

(End of Tour) 
( Food Available) 

PENOiiA-PENOBSCOT 
Har ry Reese 
William Sco t t 
Penobscot 
Penowa Stat i on 
Ro bert Wil l iamson 
Martin Luther Buxton 
Louis Kaposy 
Seldom Seen 

MELVIN-KIDD'S MILL 
Helvin Scho o l 
Kidd's ~till 

George Hoore 

. UJ • ... ~~. · ;~.:-

- ~-

;~-~~.)> 

. -.., -~~ , i.- /; I ;.- 1~ ' ·- , .... ·. _:;.1 ,_;:;:.~ '~ <. , .. . l , 
~ ... .. . 

__..;---, 

~7\ 
?i"-. '· \).'\,. •'/ 

I 'l~· (. . . , 
.1-· l ;::;;}~~,.:·:;. ~ \ -- .;;..-

' 1.~ ~-·''~ . ·L1l 1 · · .·,</ 
«3. i - >::~~· .. . ~/1 ·.-· /' --:-

,_.,. "\ '. /~· 

tt~~~>ft· . 
I 

·-::..: 

.: . •, 



THE CASSIDYS 

Robert Cassidy was born in County Donegal, Ireland, circa 1786. It if> :1ot 
known exactly when he came to America, but his younger brother, John, was in Cross 
Creek Township (now Jefferson), Washington County, Pennsylvania, by 1810. This 
John Cassidy was one of the founders of the old Bethel Hethodist Church in Jefferson 
Township, '"here today ( 1998) eight generations of Cassidys lie buried, including 
Catherine, the mother of Robert and John . 

Robert purchased 132 acres of land very near his brother, bordering the 
Virginia state line . It had been patented by John Morrison, an early pj_oneer, 
by whom it was named "Rockbridge". By 1818, Robert purchased an additional W5 '-'cr~s , 
this time joining his other property but in Brooke County, Virginia. This farm lay on 
Amspoker Ridge between lands of Robert Steen and John Arnspoker, and bordered 
the Robert Murchland tracts . By 1843, Robert and his new wife, Isabelle Forbes 
Cassidy, sold all but 8 acres of their Pennsylvania tract to Ewing McCleary, and 
moved across the state line to '"hat has been known for the last century anel a half 
as" the Cassidy place". 

Pictured above is the Robert Cassidy log house on Amspoker Ridge ahove 
Cross Creek . In the picture are John and William, sons of Robert and 
Isabelle Forbes Cassidy . The house was abandoned in the early 1900s 
'vhen a frame house, built by Joseph Cassidy, replaced this one. 



Three of the sons of l~obert and Isabelle 

greiV to adulthood, but little James died at 
the ar,e of three . He and his little sister, Nancy J . 
are buried near their parents graves in the old Bethel 
Graveyard, small white headstones marking their 
resting place. 

Robert died 22 January 1851, but Isabelle survived 
hj_m by twenty-five years. The Bethel Church records 
list her cleath elate as 30 October 1876, but the stone 
~vhich marked her grave a feH years ago has disappeared. 

Of til(-~ L:h:ree Cassidy brothers \vho gre\·1 to manhood, 
only Joseph married . John, the youngest, ancl William, 
the Plde.st remained on the homP place to Jive out 
their lives. John ~vas a dairy farmer as well as a 
hroom-makPr hy trade . Will jam sP.r.vecl i .n the Wnr 
BetwePn 'J'h=> States, havjnp, been "volunteered" by his 
mother to go j_n place of h.i.s cousin who ~vas an only 
son and the father of small children . All three of 
the Cassidy men Here noted in their lifetimes for 
their extraordinary streneth . hTilliam Truax, during 
his lifetime, told this writer that he, personally, 
had seen each of them at old Virginia Station lift 
a 200 pm.md barrel of salt from the ground, up over 
the sides of a ~vagon, single- handed . Jos eph Nelson Cassidy 

Joseph married Margaret Ellen Headington, a 
daughter of John and Jane Murchland Headington, and bc)ught his bride to the Cassidy 
homesteAd 1vhere the young couple shared living quarters with his elderly mother 
and t'vo bachelor brothers . Here, in the old log house, were born their three children -
June lsnbe.ll e (Jennie), John Robert, And ~Una. But fate had other plans for Joseph 
aml ~lnq?,aret Ellen . Shortly after the birth of Mina, Margaret Ellen died of the 
dreaded childbed fever, ending their marriage of five years and fi:ve days. Joseph 
never remarried and life seemed never to be quite the same again. 

\. 

Margaret Ellen's mother, Jane Murchland 
Headington, took 1i. t tle t~vo year old John 
Robert to raise, while her sister, Isabelle 
Headington Higgins, took the new baby, Mina. 
But Joseph refused to give up his first -born. 
Little "Jennie" remained with her father. 
For a feH years, she had her grandmother 
Isabelle Cassidy as a mother substitute . 

., But when Jennie reached the age of six, 
I~ JJ:i Fi 8t"ulldlllOI:IJPr n.lso tliocl, Jcnvill[\ hci~ 
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to be reared by her ividmvecl father and two 
bachelor uncles. Years later, after her 
marriage to David Clarke, an Irish j_mmigrant, 
and the birth of her children, she and 
David returned to the old Cassidy place. 
Here they lived at the time of their deaths 
just a fe1v months apart in the mid 1930s. 

Pictured at the left is the only likeness 
the fanrily possesses today of Jane 
Isabelle ( Jennie) Cassidy Clarke. Hers 
was a life of many hardships, but she 
was 1vel1 ktlown. in h~r lifetime for her 
C'XCCI_)lJ.Onct.l ta !.ell t :l.n t:cJ 1:J llf?, runny 
storlcs, u tr<:ut of her flcachnglon ancestors 



• Tohn Rohect Cassidy 

John Robert Cassidy, ~.;rho 1vas reared by his Headington grand 
mother after the death of his mother, greH to mc-mhood 0 11 the 
old !leadington farm on the hilltop above VjrginvHle. fie 
married Flora Lantz anrl bought the old John Freclecick Klein 
prope :: ty joini.ng h:is grandmother 's lAnd and 1y jng :i.n Pennsy1vania 
borclering the state line. TTe \vas a staunch support:er \)f the 
Bethel Methodist Church 'vhere his \vife served many years as 
song leader , Sunday School S11perintendent and teacher. They 
'"ere the parents o£ three sons and one daughter. Til:is daughter, 
Rosetta, '"as organist and pianist at Bethe1 for many years 
during her youth. Two of the:i.r sons died as small children. 
The surviving son, Nelson \:assi.dy, married but had no :i_ssue. 
Rosetta, hm.;rever, ~vho married Joseph Pugne, 1eft the ~vorld 
with -some descendants of theRobert Cassidy line. 

In physical appearance, John Robert Cassi.dy resemhled his 
Headington ancestors . He was a quiet, unassuming man of f e1v 
words. He 'vas an excellent carpenter and in his later years, 
hu:iJt for h·imse .ll0 

A home on tht' rcmAini.ng P.·ight· illTes ·jn 
Pennsylvania of the ocig·ina.l. Hohert Cass:idy farm. Th:i.s feat 
he performed 11ncler try.i.ng circumstances , hovi.ng lost his rir;ht. 
arm in an accirlent prior to that time . 

Home of John Frerlerick Klei.n, later, the John Rohert. and F:lora Lc:mtz Cnssidy horne . 
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With the death of Nelson Cassidy, son of John Robert 
and Flora Lantz Cassidy, the Cassidy name from the Robert 
and Isabella Cassidy b_ne, I.!.-~a:r:-ly disappeared. Their 
descendants are many but they bear such names as Kerns, 
Clarke, Campbell, and Pugne . And as the name disappeared, 
so did the old hom·2 place, like its neighbors - the Steen, 
J\mspoker, and Grigsby houses - victims o_.C: the coal strippers . 
For this writer, not one vestige of "Grandma's Place" remains 
today. Even the spring from which we drank as children has 
clisapreaL:"d alonp, 1..rith the huge wi1lov1 tree where we 
p.Layecl clriJci :Lsh p,cmK~s lvil:h our cousins. i\11 that rciiiil i.ns i..s 
thC' p·i.c. t.u rc: of t.h0 olcl lop, house on an i1Ccompanying pap,<:, 
And the memory of homemade bread and butter piled high lvith 
brov.Tfl sugar every time we Hent to Grandma's. 
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Pictured above is Mina Cassidy Kerns, youngest child of Joseph 
and Margaret Ellen Headington Cassidy - sister of Jane Isabelle 
(Jennie) Cassidy Clarke and John Robert Cassidy - and granddaughter 
of Robert and Isabelle. Mina married Thomas Kerns, a handsome, 
talented man Hho Has unexcelled in musical ability. She was reared 
by her aunt, Isabelle Headington Wiggins, on the John Wiggins, Jr. 
property, later kno\.Jll as the Dailey home on Cross Creek . 


