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Burgettstown mining firm
schedulesjob fair, classes

Burgettstown-based
GMS Mine Repair & Main-
tenance will have a job fair
Aug. 25 and 26 in Dallas
Pike, W.Va.

The fair will be conduct-
ed in the conference room
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. next
Saturday and 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. the next day. There
is no preregistration, and
there are no fees.

GMS has jobs available
in Southwestern Pennsyl-
vania, the West Virginia
panhandle and eastern

Ohio. It is seeking experi-

enced coal miners, foremen
and other job candidates.
Résumés will be accepted
at the job fair, but candi-
dates may apply at online
at www.gmsminerepair.
comor at the fair. .

GMS also offers a 32-
hour training class for un-
derground miners every
week at the Greene County
CareerLink office outside
Waynesburg. The class-
es will run from 8 a.m. to
4 p.m. Aug. 27-30, and pre-
registration is required.
Call 724-852-1017 Ext. 4.

Burgettstown Mining Firm Schedules Job Fair, Classes

Observer-Reporter-August 18, 2018 Edition

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Company
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How green was the valley

This “panoramic birds eye view of Cherry Vally Pa.” ing to Emma Lukon of Burgettstown, who submitted  mother-in-law, Mrs. Mary Lukon.
is from the late 1800s or the early 1300s, accord- this photograph, it was given 1o her by her late

Cherry Valley, PA
Late 1800’s or early 1900’s












CONSIDER PLAN
FOR AVELLA MINE

Ac.cording to a plan reported pre-
sented to Washington for consider-
ation, a large new coal mine would
be opene.d in the Awvella district.

The plan apparently was gh'en to
the ICC and the RFC and involved
deht consolidation of the Pittsburgh
& West Virginia Railroad Company,
an extension of the maturity of the
Pittsburgh Tel'minal Coal Corpor-
ation bonds in so far as the guaran-
tee of the railroad company is con-
cerned and at least one phase of a
proposed reorganization of the coal
company itself.

The 'c~al' company, it appears, is
the owner of considerable acreage in
the Awvella district and had been min-
ing there through No. 9 at Avella.
This  operation was shut down more
than a year ago because, it is said,of
a high cost .factor. In the same area,
at Acme, Pa., there is a coal washer
operated by the Acme Coal Cleaning
Company, the stoc,k of which is own-
ed by the railway company.

This washer had been, and is cur-
Irently being operated, as a commun-
ity washer for coal mined in that
area.

As a part of the reorganization ot
PittSburgh  Terminal Coal, an entire-
ly new mine would be opened with
the shaft adjacent to the  washer.
which would permit economies in the
mining and washing of the coal. The
railroad interest, of. c,ourse, arises
from an increased coal haul it would
obtain  from the opening of a large
new operation.

It is the reported aim to sec.ure a
$1,000,000 loan from the. RFC in con-
nection with the coal operation. In
the meantime, according to Washing-
ton information, the railroad's coun-
sel advised the ICC bureau of fin-
ance that Metropolitan Life Inslll'ance
Company officers had indicate.d a will-
ingness, subject to the approval of
their committees, to go along with a
is-year extension of the Pittsburgh
. Tenninal  bonds.

The lif.e insurance company was in-
dicated to own $1,765,000 of the $2,-
564, 000 coal company bonds.

The railroad's plan of debt (
solidation involves loans which wo,.s...
aggregate  $7,400,000 on June 1. T:le
plan provides Pennroad Corporatio;}
and the RFC take equal participation
of $3,000,000 of the consolidnted loan
with, it is assumed, the banks taking
the remainder. The railroad's net
this year is higher than in the 1939
perio.d, and would have been still
higher, it is said, were it not for
maintenance  expenditures  which are

the highest in sevel'lll years. Sueh
expenditures are for operating  effi-
Llency.

Consider Plan for Avella Mine
Burgettstown Enterprise-May 2, 1940 Edition







































Two of the most prominent
farmers in the Cross Creek
Valley in the early days of
Avella were Samuel S. Camp-
bell and W. J. Brown.

Each laid out his farm in lots
and sold them to those who
eventually made Avella what it
is today.

The section laid out by Mr.
Brown became known as
Browntown, a name that yet
remains. It was here that
Alexander Wells first estab-
lished his mill in the late 1700s.

Campbel], on the other hand,
laid out the lots where later the
Avella Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment and the Lincoln National
Bank were built.

The “Campbell” house on the
corner now 'is the home of
James and Rose Geresti. The
Campbel]l Theatre and the
Presbyterian Church were also
built on Campbell land.

Samuel Campbell was from
the Campbell-Rea families, the
original Campbells having first
settled on what became later
Serenity Farm.

From the “memories” of the
late A.D. White: “Mr. Campbell
was a large man, well-built and
of commanding appearance.
He had a good singing voice
and sang at many community

KATHRYN SLASOR

gatherings.

He helped organize the Lin-
coln National Bank and served
as its president. He was part
owner of Avella Lumber and
Supply, which remained in the
Campbell family for two more
generations. I remember him
‘well.” .

Tragedy struck the S.S.
Campbell family in the year
1899. During a storm that
passed over Pattersons Mills,

Mrs. Campbell was struck
by lighting and instantly killed.
She had gone out to look after
some young turkeys and was
hurrying back to the house.

As she passed a locust tree,
lightning struck it, the bolt
running down the trunk and out
a limb. It then struck her in the
head and passed downward,

Further Historical Accounts of Avella’s Early Days (Pg. 1)

PA Focus-December 4, 1999 Edition
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burning off part of her cloth-
ing. Mrs. Campbell’s parents
were James and Martha
Stevenson Rankin.

An Avella man who is
extremely well-versed in the
area’s history, especially that
of mining, and whe willingly
shares his knowledge is Albert
Stefkovich.

Mr. Stefkovich was born
here, and made Avella his
home his entire lifetime. He
says he has lots of memories,

Contributed

OLD AVELLA - This is the scene on Avella’s Main Street, year
unknown.

many pleasant, some unpleas-
ant, and a few he classifies as
just plain “bad.”

One of the latter was the day
his father was building the
brattice wall in the Cedar
Grove mine and the roof col-
lapsed on him. He was severely
injured and died a few days
later. He was a bricklayer and
algarpenter. Albert was 5 years
old.

Countless families in the
mining areas sufferéed the

same cruel fate. When the
breadwinner left home with his
lunch pail in the morning, the
wife and children never knew
whether or not he would return
that evening.

“He was killed in the mine,”
is the only memory many have
today, of their fathers and
older brothers.

Details have been nearly
lost to the little omes who
remained to live a childhood

life of poverty, but growing up

with a deep appreciaticn of the
good things that life brought
later.

Mr. Stefkovich says that the
entire Avella area was dotted
with mine entrances, coal cars
and tracks, and slate dumps.
Groups of plainly built houses
sprung up, creating a long list
of mining camps.

In Cedar Grove was the
Carnegie-Illinois Coal Compa-
ny. In the area between Patter-
sons Mill and Avella were the
three blocks known as Bur-
gettstown Coal Company.

Nearby and adjacent to the
Alex Paris home was the small
operation known as Oak Hill.
Donahue Mine was in the Gard-
ner Street area. P & W was at
the junction of routes 231 and
50, at the foot of Painter Hill.

Duquesne was in the area of
the former Falleroni Store, in
Browntown.

The “rooms” of Pryor Mine
stretched under the vicinity of
the Starinsky farm on Kaox
Hill.

The Waverly Mine was locat-
ed near Seldom Seen, a locality
that has always lived up to its
name. It was near the West Vir-
ginia state line.

Jefferson Coal lay under the
Miller farm. Penobscot Mine
was on a knoll also near the
state line, with its rooms
stretching underneath several
farms such as Cunningham,.
baker, and Pettibon, meeting
the rooms of Jefferson Coal
under the Habaly farm.

Tales have been passed
down that when this writer’s
father and grandfather worked
in the Penobscot Mine, they
entered a tunnel or passageway
near Kidd’s Mill and walked
underground to Penobscot.

This was supposedly a
“short-cut.” Mr. Stefkovich
says that this no doubt was
true, as there were many open-
ings and passageways on many
sides of many hills.”

(Slasor is a special corre-
spondent for the Pennsylvania
Focus.)

Further Historical Accounts of Avella’s Early Days (Pg. 2)
PA Focus-December 4, 1999 Edition
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Harmon Creek

Coal Company
1956 Workshop-Tour

By Camille R. Ammons and Viola Laskowski

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society




HARMON CREEK COAL COMPANY

By 8:25 a.m., eighteen members of the workshop, the director, Dr.Bottell,
and the assistant-director, Mr. Dupke, were assembled at the Washington
High School -all eagerly awaiting the signal to be on our way to the
Burgettstown area and whatever might be in store for us, in an exploratory
manner.

Dr. Hal said, “Shall we use the word “Board” - we trekked our way onto the
bus and were off in a few seconds.

We were not far out, when the missing person was identified as Angela
Lonsway.

If sound of voices is an indication, everyone seemed to be enjoying the
company of those nearly. Dr. Hal reminded us, though, that we should be
observing.

A glance at the countryside as we traveled along left no doubt as to the
occupation of the residents of that area and its topography—cattle and horses
grazing on the rolling hills and the contour farming.

Going through Atlasburg, mounds red-dog were prevalent. Delfrate’s
Packing Company place of business seems to be a familiar landmark to all on
the bus as we passed it—according to the exclamations.

Mr. Dupke called attention to the high stack of the Climax Molybdenum
Company which was plainly visible and which we were to visit later in the day.

(As you may have guessed—we are now in Slovan—I think.)

Dr. Hal spied “Filipponi’'s Market” sign.

Our next town marked told us we were in Erie Mine, Pa. (I wonder how

many saw the sign—also why the place was so named.)
9:00 A M.

We have entered Burgettstown here our three enthusiastic members are
waiting with a guess to join our explorations of the day.

At approximately 9:05, we arrived at the Harmon Creek Co. premises and
were not met by Mr. Wade Vankirk, who of the day.

Note: The driving force behind the conversation program is James F.
Hillman, president of the Harmon Creek Coal Co. and a devout conservationist.
He is civic- minded and a philanthropist--donations by him anonymously.

Winding in and out, round and round we listened intently as Mr.Vankirk
related the story of the reclaimed area. Two thousand seventy-five acres had
been sold to the Pennsylvania Game Commission after stripping. He pointed
out the rifle and pistol ranges, the game warden’s hut and also started that
this was a public hunting ground describing it as a “hunter’s paradise”. After

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society



passing through thistreservation, we came to an adjoining area which is
owned by the Harman Creek Coal Co., and the lake or dam which is enjoyed
only by the employees and their families. (Mosquitoes also.) It is surrounded
by numerous kinds of trees- some native and some imported. The Russian
olive is an example of the imported ones. The lake was established in 1948
and is fed by the waters from the soil bank. The following sign is posted at the
entrance: Daily Fishing (3 trout- 4 catfish- 3 bass-6 carp- 6 bluegill.)

A swinging bridge spans the lake - a novel experience for some in crossing
Locust (trees) surround the lake and had been set in.

The trees are thinned out so there will space enough for those remaining to
have enough air and plenty of sunlight. These trees include such species as
hickory, maple, ash wild cherry, and dogwood. The “golden willows” around
the lake were planted there. When asked about the planting, Mr. Vankirk said
that out of one hundred planted, ninety-seven grew.

Note: Peering out as us from one of the wild cherry trees was a little
chipmunk.

The company being responsible, no motor boats or swimming is allowed.
Many species of birds are in this area also. Comments heard—“What a lovely
place!” “An ideal spot to settle with a book! “etc.

The members interested in photography were granted an opportunity to
test their skills. Many pictures were taken.

Mr. Vankirk said that down the hollow was Beaver Lake—and that last year
there was a beaver there weighing fifty-five pounds. He also stated that three
beaver dams were on this property in 1953.

As we passed an oil producing well, we learned that there were forty oil on
the premises. The homes were not all abandon, one which remains was kept
so that occupants might “watch”. The folks in this particular home are
engaged in dairying. All coal rights have been reserved.

Question: Do you get trees from the Pennsylvania Forestry?

Answer: No, we have our own nursery.

Traveling about, Mr. Vankirk pointed out the trees that were planted last
spring.

In 1956, the National Nurserymen’s Association granted the National Tree
award to the Harmon-Creek Co. an also a citation was received from the
Allegheny County Wild Life Conference for outstanding work over and above
requirements.

Time out for phone calls.

As we waited in the bus, while telephoning was in progress, our guest, Miss

Scott, told us of places nearby with odd-sounding names, “Push Finger Mill”

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society



now Bavington, Miss Scott related was so oddly named because there was a
mill, with a hole in the door where one put in a finger to lift the latch. “Plump-
sock’'n” now Woodrow, between Hickory and Avella, was so named because a
lady once milking a cow, as the cow put her foot in the bucket of milk the lady
said, “You put your foot in the bucket plump-sock.”

“Slovan” was then discussed and it was stated that the two pioneer families
were the Eastons and the Dunbars. The original name Eastonville, but
because there was another place in Pennsylvania with the same name-it
became necessary to change the name. It was called Slovan because so many
of its early settlers were Slovakians.

The telephoning being completed, we proceeded on our way. Mr. Vankirk
then pointed out the ridges planted in hardwoods and pines with grass
between the trees. Food plots are placed for the game throughout the area.
The pheasant pens were next on our Agenda. When we alighted from the bus
enroute to the pheasant pens, a vegetable garden was pointed out and a dog
kennel. The dog belongs to the coal company.

There were no trees planted in one particular space-- it was left an open
field for the Junior Tri State Aviation enthusiastic or a speed area for model
planes.

Food plots are placed for the game throughout the area.

Mr. Vankirk explained that all this work had been started by his
predecessor Mr. Allison and is three-fold in purpose-namely: reforestation,
better land practices, and reclamation.

The unwanted fowl are either trapped or shot. Five persons are employed in
conservation during the spring and summer but only three during the
remainder of the year. Corn and apples are raised for feeding purposes.

In the nursery are twenty-four beds of seedlings of hardwoods, softwoods,
and shrubs. Some of the most spectacular being the native Chinese chestnut,
pitch pine, jack pine, table mound and ornamental pines—the red or Norway
spruce. The jack pine cones appear in the spring and are ready for harvest in
the fall. The seed was bought from a New York Firm in the spring.

At the nursery, Mr. Eugene Vosburg from the Burgettstown newspaper
took pictures of the group for publication.

As we were leaving the nursery, a black snake put its appearance.

In answer to the query of why do you have some many different species of
trees, Mr. VanKirk answered that many botanists and college professors
conduct field tours and may ask to see most any type of plant or tree. Here,
we have them.

In the distance, could be seen a bee colony which is also a part of the work.

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society



After having had a chance at many things and exploring several, we
returned to Burgettstown about 11:25.
It has also been noted that contacts for Harmon Creek Coal should be made
through Mr. Hillman at his Pittsburgh office.
Journalist, Camille R. Ammons

The operations at the Florence Mine of the Harmon Creek Coal
Corporation have two facets; the stripping of the coal fields for money making
purposes and reclamation of spoil banks for conservation purposes. The
preceding paragraphs have described the reforestation program which has
been highly successful largely because of the strong backing given to the
program by the public-spirited president of Harmon Creek, J. F. Hillman.
Originally the 5000 acres owned by Harmon Creek had their coal removed by
deep pit methods but, since 1927, strip mining techniques have been used
exclusively. (In this area, forty oil wells have also been put into production.)

In the operating end of the mining process, only about ninety men are
employed because most of the work is done by machines. Muckers, or huge
electric-powered shovels, remove the top soil until a coal seam is reached and
they also serve as the core of each operating unit. There are three such
shovels in operation at Harmon Creek and each one is accompanied by an
augur-equipped truck that moves on top of and along the edge of the highwall.
These augurs drill holes one hundred feet if necessary. These holes are filled
with powder and the highwall is blasted until another area is prepared for the
mucker. As this machine throws the thick cover over to the spoil bank, a
diesel-powered bulldozer levels the top of the soil bank. When a 48-52 inch
seam of coal is reached, a layer of rooster coal, which is usually valueless, has
to been removed by a smaller diesel-powered shovel that sweeps the top of
the coal seam. This wider layer of coal, without the benefit of anymore
blasting, is loaded by the smaller shovel into diesel trucks which haul it five
miles over Harmon-constructed roads to the cleaning plant. (Since no state or
local roads are used, trucks need no licenses.)

There are two types of muckers used at Harmon Creek. The smaller
shovel is assigned to the areas with coal seams reaching down less than eighty
feet. This machine can work on a level below the drill level. It lifts the top soil
up and throws it onto the spoil bank. The dragline mucker is more powerful
and handles thicker cover often clearing high walls 120 feet high. It has 20
yard bucket that reaches down and bites the overburden in pincer fashion.

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society



This shovel never operates under the drill level. Naturally, men that handle
these machines are highly paid, often receiving $5.00 an hour.

Our itinerary at Harmon Creek took the following pattern:
Stop 1-Harmon Creek Lake Park
Stop 2-Panorama of Strip Mining Operation
Stop 3-Route 22 Telephone Booth (for Gina Filipponi)
Stop 4-Harmon Creek Tree Nursery, and
Stop 5-Pheasant Farm

Journalist, Viola Laskowski
1956

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society



Harmon Creek
Coal Corporation

Reclamation and Land Use of
Coal Stripped Areas

Land Use, Florence Mine, Harmon Creek Coal Corporation

By James F. Hillman

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society
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Fire at Harmon GCreek. '

Fire in a machine shop at the Har- |
mon Creek Coal Corporation works p
discovered about 10:30 o’clock last
Friday night caused an alarm which
was quickly responded to by the Bur-
gettstown fire department, and the
promptness with which the depart-
ment was at the scene saved exten-
sive loss. As it was, there was a loss
of approximately $3,000 before  dis-
i covery of the blaze and the sending
in of the alarm. The cause of the fire |
| could not be determined. - A banked
fire in a boiler in the building was
the only fire about the place, and it is |
considered unlikely as the source of |
the blaze. ‘

Fire at Harmon Creek
The Burgettstown Enterprise-January 29, 1936 Edition











































Jetferson Twp.
Coal Mining Town

Maps

Courtesy of For Vance Historical Society
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that PENN-
WEIR CONSTRUCTION COMPANY has
made application to the Pennsylvania
Department of Environmental Re .
Sources, Post Office Box 2063, 7th
Floor, Fulton Building, Harrisburg,
Pennsylvania 17120, for a Mine Drain-
age Permit to discharge treated water
Into unnamed tributary of Scott’s Run
from a Surface Mine Operation 1o -
cated in Jefferson Township, Washing-
ton County, This application for a
Permit is made under the provision
of the Act of June 22, 1937, P, L,

1987, as amended,
M-16, 23, 30, J-6

Surface Mine Operation located in Jefferson Township
Burgettstown Enterprise-June 6, 1979 Edition

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society
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Inspect Joffre Mine

Tc supplement several recent
safety improvements at the Stan-,
dard Coal Company’s Sasso No. 5.
strip mine at Joffre, Washington
County, Pa., a Federal coal mine’
| inspector proposes further’ precau-.
{tionary measures in a report re-
{leased today by the Bureau of
Mines. At the time of the re-in-
spection in June by J. W. Hol-
{comhb, the strip operation employ-
led 56 men in the daily production
{of ‘1,500 tons of coal.

Since the last inspection, an ex-’
| plosives-delivery truck was pur-
chased, but the exposed metal on

{the inside of the vehicle should be
| covered or protected with wood or
{other nonmetallic material, the in-
spector stated. Seven jumper drills
and other mining equipment were
removed from the truck, which
fwas 2lso used for storing exples-
}ives. ’

As further safety aids, Inspect-*
{or Holcomb recommended safe in-
stallation of the electric-light
wires on the outside of the tipple,
| efficient warning devices at the
1shovels, adequate first-aid mater-
lials at the tipple and, in the pits,
and the wearing of protective hats,
{ “ootwear, and goggles by all em-

| ployees needing them.

Recent improvements included
the daily removel of coal dust ac-'
cumulations from the tipple, slop-
ing of the 5¢ pit highwall bank inf
such a manner as to minimize any
scliding hazards, short-circuiting
and staggering of blasting cables,
land satisfactory frame-grounding
of the conduit, switch boxes, and
mctor in the tipple. Two drillers
in the pit used protective hats, and
tipple employees wore safety foot-
wear, the inspector also reported..

&

Inspect Joffre Mine
Burgettstown Enterprise-August 5, 1948 Edition










L. M. Irwin Purchases Upwards
of 1,000 Acres for Coal Com-
pahies Paying on an Averages
of §200 an Acrs.

Independence, Jan. 15.—-A bleck of
upwards ©of 1,000 mores of coal was
sold here this week fo L. 3L Irwim,
cashier of the Avells Lincoln National
bank, who is representing some of the
soal companies of the Avella section.
Tys price pzid for the coal was $200
per acre with ons exception. The
farms incizded in the deal at 3200 per
acre ars: V. W. T"Thompson, 153
acres; Henry Carl, 122 acres; D. B.
Narrigan, 151 acres; Mrs. Jennie Wik
son, 150 acres, and Willlan Iwic-.Con;-

3 ad-

3 21
nell, 121 acres. All of this coal
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erly known as the P. & W. miges.

D, A, Scott, of West Middletown,
who owns 198 zores in the M. Hope
section, and, a cousiderable disiance
couth of the block just sold, has sold
his farm coal and surface to L. M.
Trwin for $125 per acre. Just a few
weeks ago the coal under the Jobn A.
apd James W, Boles farms containing
115 acres, and adjoining the McCon-
pell farm, sold for $150 per acre. The
Merfurray coal sold for 200,

The coal in this section is being
eathered in by the coal operators, and
ofers are being made for the balauce
that is pet under option here.

The P. & W. mines are preparing to
sink g shaft on the James Murdock
farm for the purpose of taking wale
from their holdings.

]

L.M. Iwrin Purchases Upwards of 1,000 Acres for Coal Company
Unknown Newspaper-January 15, 1920 Edition

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society
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U.S. Bureau of Mine Rescue Car
Cedar Grove, PA-1921

Interior view of the Mine Rescue Car.
The car was sent to the mine every few years to demonstrate safety measures.

Fort Vance Historical Society



U.S. Bureau of Mine Rescue Car
Cedar Grove, PA-1921

Interior view of the Mine Rescue Car.
The car was sent to the mine every few years to demonstrate safety measures.

Fort Vance Historical Society
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COAL WASHER PLANT
| 1S LOGATED AT AVELLA

. i

Site Location is Changed Owing to!

Failure to Get Title to
Original Ground

Operations have been started pre-
liminary : to the  erection of a coal
washing plant figar Avella. Work of
grading for the siding from the P. &
W. Va. railroad is under way by the
Pittsburgh Terminal Coal Co.

Originally it was planed to build
the plant near the West Middletown
stop on the Wabash line. Unable to
get a clear title, the Taplin interests
changed the location and it will be
erected on ground owned by the Pitts-
burgh & Youghiogheny Coal Company
and the Pittsburgh Terminal Coal Co.

The new site is located just on the
outskirts of the town of ‘Avella, one
mile from the railroad station there.
- The steam shove]l which had com-
menced operations on the first pro-
posed-, site was moved last week to
 the new location and it is understood
work will be rushed with all possible
speed.

Practically all the coal mined in
this district wiil be washed at the
plant, it is believed, as washed coal
finds a market more readily than that
which is dumped on cars as it comes
from the tipple with most of the slate
and slack removed. . .

Employment will be given to ad-
ditional men during the construction
and others when the plant is com-
s pleted. .

Coal Washer Plant is Located at Avella
Burgettstown Enterprise-June 4, 1931 Edition








































5:7YEARS AGO
NATURAL GAS WAS
STRUCK IN THIS CO.

The awesome roar of ,the strike of
natural gas some 57 years ago can to-
day be designated as having sounded
the keynote for one of Washington
County's greatest industries. It was
following the strike .of the McGugin
~as well on the old Mc.Gugin farm,
two and one-half miles southwest of
Hickory, in March 1882, that ‘five
Washington men became fully aware
of the presence of natural gas in
Wash ington COlinty.

Immediately they dec,ided to drill
for gas and supply the town. Their
namee; included James B. Steator,
Alnxander M. Todd, Hugh A. Rod-
‘ers [Ind two other,i, whose names
‘Ire not recalled. Later A.B. Cald.-
well and Samuel Hazlett became af"
fili:1teu with the project.

A contl'act was drawn up with the
I"te \Villinn; Nn. Gji)on, an oil mnn
from the wupper country, to start
Irillim;.  The entire resources of all
;oncerned were placed in the sink-
ing of that ~haft. A lease was se-
~"ed on the Hess farm, an(! on April
~0O: 1884, gas was struck in paying
luuntiti€:i at a depth of 7' 068 fe~t.

Following the strike at the Hes:)
well, the Peoples Company purchased
the Gordon farm and there mn,de
large strikes of both oil and gas.
When Gordon No. 1 wns brought in
on August 22, "1885, oil was said to
have flowed over the top of the der-
rick. This was Washington County's
flJ'st gusher.

The strike was made in what was
known to oil men' from then on a.s
"Gordon Sand". Ten wells were drill-
ed on the Gordon farm, and until re-
cently, six of these wells were still
producing oiL

57 Years Ago-Natural Gaswas Struck in This County
Burgettstown Enterprise-January 4, 1940 Edition






. TBe Best Cooking Appliance Ever 'n'vente~

A MODERN (GGAS RANGE |

» Atfractive' appearance .
. ,. Automatic operation |

'-(. Clean and easy to_dean
S
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e Fast, smokeless heat

» Dependable. operation
. Automatic oven. regulator'
 Unmatched economy"'

* Heavy insulation. for complete
-. .,efficiency and.o .cooler_kitchen..:

: These and other g~~lities of t~e mode~n Gas range are reasons why you \
should see your Gas Appliance Dealer or our local office so you can be
among the first in your neighborhood to enjoy a new, modern Gas range;.

SERVING HOMES AND INDUSTRIES IN WESTERN  PENNSYLVANIA

Local Advertisement
Burgettstown Enterprise-October 11, 1945 Edition



COMI, G . TOY R NEGM OR OOD

THE TRAVELING DISPLAY OF ULTRA.
MODERN NATURAL GAS APPLIANCES

You mustn't miss seeing this wonderful traveling display-the  first in
this section, one of the few in the entire country. It brings almost to
your very cklora collection of the latest devices for making house work
easier, home life more pleasant, kitchens more efficient and beautiful.
You are cordially invited to see it. Watch for the car as it cruises
through your neighborhood ... an announcement will be made from the
car's loud speaker as to where the display will be parked for inspection. ;1

BurgettstO\YIl and Vicinity September 22 & 23
Heidelburg, Glendale and Bowertown September 26
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THE PEOPLES ~ NATURAL ~ GAS  COMPANY

Phone 55 Burgettstown,  Pa.

Local Advertisement
Burgettstown Enterprise-September 20, 1933 Edition



Pipeline Crosses ~inn Farm Into Hanover Township .

Pipeline Crosses Linn Farm into Hanover Twp.
Burgettstown Enterprise-November 12, 1953 Edition
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Range appeals M. Plant dGClSlOIl

Company objects to pomons of ruling

. ByEmiy PETsko - Courtof Common Pleasonbe- conduct ongoing tests “for a

Staffwriter : half of the natural gas drilling reasonable time” to confirm

. epetsko@observer-reporter.com company. : whether the remediation was

: . Range is not appealing the successful.

. Range Resources is appeal: board’s decision as a whole,  In the notice of appeal,

- ing a decision by Mt. Pleasant but the com biects to R id air pollution i

“Township officials pertaini t pany objects to Range said air po ution 1s

10 the conversion of aI tﬁeszmmhlg_ portions of the decision that monitored by thg state De-

water impoundment into a “impose erroneous and un- partment of Environmental

_ cled wastewater facili reasonable conditions to the Protection, and other condi-

mcl_};st th ofty‘ supervisors’ otherwise prop- tions that were imposed by

! . month, the board S‘,l' erapproval of Range’s zoning-  the township are “nct reason-

, DETVISOIS app roved_ Rapge S application for conditional use ably related to a valid public

conditional use application to ;1 04) » according to the interest” —.
-90nstmctabove-gmund hold- notice of appeal. Rangeis appealmgthe con- Kagen MansreL / OBSeRver-REPORTER |
;ing tanks at thej, site of the cur- Range s disputingonecon-  dition that would require the Mit. Pleasant Township Zomng Hearing Board members '
rent Ste_wart impoundment . dition that would require the company to reimburse the Barry Johnston, right, and Ron Stewart, middle, talk with
‘and outlined eight special con- company to investigate com- township for all fees, argu- residents following the zoning hearing board meetmg
‘ditions that Range must fol-  plaints of odor orair pollution  ing it violates a section of the January 13. :

low. Rangeisappealinghalfof o any adjoining property to  Pennsylvania Municipalities w - . . -’
those conditions,inadditionto  the Stewart facility. Range Code. states, “The closure of the tOWIlShlp s requirement of a'
the board's denial of Range’s  would be required toinspect  Another condition calls for . Poundment, as provided grading permit is preempted
request for Supervisor Dencil - the vent and filtering systems  Range to “minimize and re- 0r in condition No. 5, must - by Act 13, the law governing.
Backustoexcusehimselfand  installed inside the tanks move debris and waste” and b€ donein accordance witha ©il and gas drilling in Penn-
refrain from voting atthe Dec.  and report all findings to the  to remove the existing Stew-  Sitereclamation or restoration sylvania.

:20 meeting. township. If the investigation _artimpoundment liner from planthatcomplieswith DEP’s ~ Range stated that the com-

Range attorney Shawn Gal-  reveals odor or air pollution, the property ratherthanbury rules andregulationsapplica- Pany asked supervisors to.

lagher filed the appeal Tues- Range would be required the liner on subject proper- bletothe same.” - reconsider these conditions .
day in the Washington County  to remedy the prqblem and ty. Range’s notice of appeal ,  Lastly, Range argued the  Please see Range, PageB3’

————

Range

{ Continued from Page B1
t Jan. 13 but did not receive a
: response.
! .“While Range tried to
-work cooperatively with
| Mt. Pleasant Township, the
~township and township su-
‘ pervisors have refused to
* apply the law as it relates to
1 the development of Range’s
. leasehold interests by im-
' posing conditions that are
* contrary to law,” reads the
' notice of appeal.
Range also stated in the
- notice that Backus, who
i was appointed to the board
"after Arden McCartney
‘ resigned, should not have
! been permitted to vote on
i the Stewart application
"because he previously
 criticized the company and
i sought legal counsel to op-
ose existing water im-
i poundments in the town-
" ship. Range argued Back-
' us should have recused
himself because he is an
“advocate who publicly ex-
pressed predisposition at

township meefings before R

he became a supervisor.

At the December meet-
ing, Backus refused to re-
cuse himself and cited Sec-
tion 603 of the Second Class
Township Code, which
states a board member shall
not be disqualified from
voting on an issue “solely
because the member has
previously expressed an
opinion on the issue,” either
officially or unofficially.

“In the past, I have indeed
expressed, on a number of
occasions, a series of opin-
ions about gas and oil related

" issues, but T have never made

those statements in an official
capacity and certainly not as
asupervisor,” Backus said at
the meeting. “I fully under-
stand that a township super-
visor needs to-make judge-
ments based upon fairness,
based upon good, honest evi-

dence and the examination of ‘

those.”

Backus, along with su-
pervisors Larry Grimm and
Bryan Smith, unanimously
approved the conditional use
application of the Stewart fa-
cility at that meeting.

Range Resources Appeals Mt. Pleasant Decision
Observer Reporter-January 30, 2014 Edition
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The McGugan Gas Well

What memories? The Niagara Oil Company came to
Burgettstown from Buffalo, NYin 1878 and leased land in Washington
County. The McGugan farm was selected for the first test well. Charles
D.Robbins, President and Frederick Crocker, expert drilling contractor
were bitterly disappointed when the well blew in as a gas, they wished
oil. What could they do with the gas so far from any town? George
Westinghouse secured the well and his friends backed him with money
to build a pipe line all the way to Pittsburgh. The people were amazed at
such insanity; it might be as much as 30 miles of pipe line.

But on dark nights, before the gas well was piped away, we could see
and read plainly in Burgettstown from the light reflection from the clouds
when the gas was lighted and reflection from the clouds did the rest. But
we youngsters had a royal good time with winter picnics. Secure a big two
horse sled, put plenty of straw in the bed, abundance of blankets-and
away we went to Walkers Rocks in the afternoon and McGugans Gas Well
by night.

Doyou know? That flaming gas well fooled Mr. McGugan's apple
trees! Yesit did. The drillers piped the gas out from the rig to the center
of a field and ignited it. The apple trees in the orchard, responding to the
warmth of the gas flame bloomed in midwinter. But the wintery blasts
sometimes blew the other way and the trees produced no apples from the
strange blossoming.

| must return to Mr. Cker. The ladies of the local church put on a
festival at the earliest appearance of strawberries. Mr. Crocker attended
and was served with a generous helping of strawberries, ice cream and
big big cut of rich pound cake. He handed out fifty cents and would not
accept change. That amazing generosity by this great rich man was
talked about even as far as Burgettstown.

Recollections of Thomas R.Bremner
Imperial, PA-August 6, 1953

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society






















































Burgettstown Oil Storage-1907

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society
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