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The History of the Paris Presbyterian Church ECO

Dedication

This history is dedicated to the past, present, and future members of
Paris Presbyterian Church ECO
who through their lives and faith
are the true authors of all that lies within
and all that is still to come

Acknowledgements

The Paris Presbyterian Church has been in existence as a church for 225 years. Compiling the
history of the church over such a long time is a large and tedious undertaking, so I am very
grateful for the blessing of many people who saved historical information or wrote their
memories which helped me to be able to derive the bulk of the material for this booklet.

I would especially like to thank Gerry Revay, who saves everything, and Shirley Jenkins, who
remembers everything. To retell to you today the history of the church would not have been
possible without long time members being willing to share their memories and for this I will
always be grateful. Many of us do not have the long term memories associated with Paris
Church so we cherish the sharing of memories that others have.

I need to also thank Debbie Vraninin, President of the Ft. Vance Historical Society, who gave me
photos and copies of newspaper articles. It was amazing to me the amount of information that
can be found in the History Room in the Burgettstown Community Library.

On a more personal note, this has been a project dear to my heart and one that I volunteered to do
through the leading of the Holy Spirit. This booklet begins with Section 1- Sharing of memories;
Section 2 - Celebrating 150 years; Section 3,— Celebrating 175 years; Section 4 — Celebrating
200 years; and Section 5 — Celebrating 225 years. It was heartwarming to read how the Lord has
blessed Paris Church for the past 225 years. I hope all of you will enjoy reading this history as
much as I did in compiling the information into this booklet.

Finally, though, and most importantly, I want to thank my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, who
was faithful to me that I could use one of my gifts for His glory in His church. I will be forever
grateful.

Peggy Strain
September 2015



Looking back to the beginning — 225 years ago
excerpts from a book “The Presbyterian Valley”

Copyrighted in 1958 by the Presbyterian Historical Society
of the Upper Ohio Valley — William Wilson McKinney, Editor

Three Springs Presbyterian Church

As the traveler drives along Route 22 through Weirton Heights, his attention is attracted
by a historical marker. As he reads that bronze tribute to a historic past, he notes that it marks
the spot where stood another of the pioneer Presbyterian churches in the West Virginia
Panhandle. Here James Campbell in 1790, with the assistance of a group of neighbors, built a
large church on his own farm. In the records of the Redstone Presbytery, it is called Three
Springs Church. It is now relocated and rebuilt in the heart of industrial Weirton and renamed
the Cove Presbyterian Church. As soon as their church was built, this group of Presbyterian
neighbors petitioned Redstone Presbytery to send them a visiting preacher. Presbytery
responded by sending Reverend John Brice to lead them in worship on the third Sabbath of
November. In July of the following year, Reverend Brice returned for another Sabbath Day’s
services. Later in November of that same year, Reverend James Hughes, another neighboring
Presbyterian minister, spent an entire day in spiritual leadership through worship and instruction.
West Virginia Presbyterians in those pioneer days of small beginnings had to be grateful for
meager spiritual favors with the blessing of a sermon only at infrequent intervals. As additional
men were licensed to preach by the Presbytery, preaching became more frequent but never more
than four times a year. Preachers were scarce. They had to divide their time in order to preach
among numerous congregations who were seeking the comfort and warnings of the Gospel.

Better days were soon to dawn. Growth in the number of ministers made advisable the
division of Redstone into two presbyteries in 1793. The Panhandle churches were placed in the
new Presbytery of Ohio. Preaching at the Three Springs was still very sporadic for several years.
But on October 17, 1798, a consecrated churchman of thirty-nine years of age presented himself
to the Presbytery of Ohio as a candidate for the ministry. He was none other than Elisha
Macurdy.

After completing the necessary course of education, Macurdy accepted a call to Three
Springs and Cross Roads (now Florence, Pennsylvania). Soon the influence of this tremendous
personality was felt throughout the entire church in Western Pennsylvania and the Panhandle
area of West Virginia. His name is linked particularly with the great Revival of 1802 which first
began to be manifested in Macurdy’s congregation at Three Springs where a small group of
devout women met for prolonged prayer. Soon it spread far and wide, influencing the social and
religious outlook of the entire Upper Ohio Valley. In the wake of this historic revival came the
“Sunday School, the Prayer Meeting, the Missionary Movement, the crusade against strong drink
and the crusade against slavery. Macurdy continued in his dual field of service until 1824 when
he resigned from the Three Springs Church to devote his full time to the church at Florence.



Memories shared by Gerry Revay
on ECO Sunday, June 2, 2013

Tina asked me to talk about my memories of Paris Presbyterian Church. There is a book in the Library
called “The Presbyterian Valley”. It says Elisha Macurdy preached at Cross Roads Presbyterian Church, later
known as Florence Presbyterian and a sister church at Three Springs Drive. Later Three Springs separated and
became Cove Presbyterian and Paris Presbyterian. This Church was built in 1857 — there is a picture of the
original church in the Library area. Oil lamps were used for lighting and two pot-bellied stoves furnished the
heat. In 1923, the pulpit was purchased from another church in Pittsburgh and brought to Hanlin Station by
train. Then it was brought to Paris by horse and buggy. During the remodeling project in 1954, it was
refinished by George Heilman. The original church area was from the double doors to the double doors that
lead to the sanctuary. There was a vestibule, with two doors that led into the sanctuary. There was a wide row
of pews in the center, two aisles and two smaller rows of pews on each side. Air conditioning was hand held
fans from Lee & Martin and Steele & Wolfe Funeral Homes.

There was a small remodeling project in the early 40’s, but a major project was done in 1954. The area
beneath the sanctuary was excavated and is now the Fellowship Hall. New pews were put in, new stained glass
windows, and the outside walls were covered by brick. The original outside walls are still inside the brick
exterior.

When our family came here in 1960, we entered the doors next to the Secretary’s office, turned right and
went down a set of steps to the classrooms downstairs. Later the steps were moved and an office was built for
Joe Hunter. Bea Lou Jones was Secretary and had a desk around the corner. Roy Hurd built the bookshelves
for the Library. One of the pictures I’ve seen, like the one that says Attendance & Offering, it said $1100 on the
top line, second line said Offering Last Sunday, the third line said $928 and the bottom line said Attendance
103. A picture in the Library was taken on Rally Day, 1943 and over 150 people are in the picture. Another
picture in the Library was taken of Rally Day in 1943, and over 150 people are in the picture.

Frank Hanlin also toured the church with me and his memories are similar to Roy’s. Frank was born in
1921 and was a lifelong member. His memories include the Ice Cream Festivals during strawberry season. He
talked about the day the bell fell down in 1999. He also remembered when electricity was put in and people -
said “How will we ever pay the Electric bill ---it was $4.00 a month. Some custodians he remembered were
Elias Freshwater, Andy Fulton, Peggy Hanlin, Jo Neeley, and Mildred Elliott after 1954. Later custodians
included me (Gerry Revay), Bonnie Cain, Delores Henwood, Rose Yeater, Mary Welshans, Terry Wagner and
Shirley Jenkins.

The first Church Directory that I have was published in 1974. There was another one in 1983, 1990,
1995 and 2006 and 2012.

A new addition was started May 12, 1963, with 3 adult classrooms, two restrooms and an assembly
room upstairs. A furnace room, a nursery, and 5 or 6 classrooms were put in downstairs.

In 1999 the Pavilion was built in memory of Barry Barto.

The reason we stayed strong as a church thru all of the change because we stood on the Word of God.



“I remember when .........

This year marks the 225™ Amniversary of Paris Presbyterian Church which we will
celebrate on Sunday, June 14, 2015. Following are a few memories shared by
members, some signed their page of memories while others did not sign.

I remember when Carl “Barney” Hanlin would greet and talk to everyone who
came in to worship.

When many men would come together to work on projects — putting a new roof on
the sanctuary, seal coating the parking lot and Roy Hurd telling about how he
would chew on tar as a fill in for chewing gum.

Men who worked on projects in the church: Roy Hurd, Barney Hanlin, Ray
Tournay; Joe Murchland, Clyde Elliott, Don Ward, Gene Tedrow, Vern Stewart,
Bob Jenkins and others. (Memories shared by Kelly Ward)

I remember when we had chicken suppers; we did not wear slacks; we wore
gloves and hats to church; we had 70 kids in Sunday School; we had youth groups
with 25 kids; when we had mother daughter teas; when we had Easter and
Christmas Cantatas; when only men took up collection and served on session;
when my Mom was custodian and we would find vagrants sleeping in church pews;
we didn’t lock doors then; when we had pot belly stoves; on Easter and Christmas
we had chairs down the aisles; we had six or eight men in back row of chairs;
when we had one service; when the annex was put on the church; when I could sit
under tree in front yard and watch traffic; when Church bell came down on
Sunday morning; when parking lot was dirt; when we had stain glass windows,
many ministers and family, when we had live nativity and Joannie was the baby;
when every room in downstairs had a Sunday School class in it; when loyal
workers had 35 to 40 women in their class; when we went into basement down the
steps by garage; I remember Ladies Aids and them making quilts and other sewing
items,; I remember when the ramp went in. (Memories shared by Shirley Jenkins)

I remember when the youth groups did the Living Nativity and Easter Sunrise
Pageants. I remember when we had youth groups.

I remember when the minister from the prison came to preach and did a
children’s sermon about not judging a book by its cover; things are not always as



they seem. Before he began, he passed a beer can around (full of juice) for each of
us to have a drink. The adult faces were awesome.

I remember when we would have Mother and Daughter Banquets for Mother’s
Day.

I remember Mrs. Bainbridge’s passion and faith in Sunday School.

I remember when the church celebrated the 200" anniversary. We dressed in
period costumes, had a day long party. Former Pastor’s visited and Rev. Dr.
Frank Trotta was pastor at that time.

I remember when we used to transform the altar, through paper mache into the
garden and the tomb for the Easter services.

I remember when two family members got married here.

I remember when we had stained glass cross. We had preacher who preached
wife’s funeral and husband was the corpse. He never looked in the casket before
Juneral. We had wood plank floors in sanctuary and they had to be oiled. I
remember when bell came out of tower; 10 cent suppers; everything 10 cents. |
remember when men of church took my van and went to help Johnstown after
flood. I remember when only men took up collection and always wore suits. I
remember when women never wore pants to church. I remember when there was
no ramps, no back doors. I remember planting the maple tree in yard, every shovel
of dirt was in memory of someone in church that passed. I remember basket ball
hoop on garage, games all the time, no fights, no bad language. I remember
hockey games on Saturdays in parking lot, in full gear led by Brian Jones. 1
remember tree houses in back of parking lot, preacher’s kids. I remember a one
arm preacher. I remember when preachers visited the sick and took communion to
all the shut ins.

I remember when I was a young child and every Sunday we went to our class. We
had opening services with Eilene Cameron in the Social Room downstairs. We
sang songs and the ones I remember are: (1) I have “Joy” down in my heart; (2)
“This Little Light of Mine;” (3) “Zacheus Was a Wee Little Man," and (4)
Shadrach, Meshack, Abednego — great songs. I really enjoyed singing every
Sunday morning — and loved attending Sunday School. (Memories shared by
Norma Copenhaver)



I remember when I would go to Ladies Aid with my Grandmother Peggy Hanlin
because I knew there would always be something good to eat. I also remember
when Rev. Haines came and taught the kids “Do Lord,” and there were those in
the congregation who thought it was too fast for the children to be singing in
church. I always remember my dad, Barney Hanlin coming home from work, and
then going up to the church to help with some project. The men worked hard, but
they always had a good time. I also remember the women cooking, laughing, and
talking. 1 couldn’t wait until I was old enough to help. (Memories shared by
Barbara LaPosta)

I remember when before remodeling — vestibule across the front of church (front
being at the road) — long pews in middle with short pews on each side with pot
belly stoves in middle of each set of short pews — choir and instruments where
choir is now with short brown curtain to floor — kitchen where library is now,
across back side of room — door leading to dirt floor basement, where supplies are
kept in the church office now — church closet was where steps were. (Memories
shared by Bea Jones)

I remember all the many wonderful pastors that passed thru our doors and all the
people they helped in the ministry.

I remember when Rev. Hunter was the teacher of my Sunday School class when I
came to Paris in 1962. When he left our church, Bea Jones “volunteered” to be
our teacher until we could find a permanent teacher. She is still our teacher. God
bless you and thank you, Bea. (Memories shared by Sue Lyons)
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Seaqui-Uentenial News

PARIS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

" October 20-27
PARIS, PENNA.
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THE OLD “THREE SPRINGS” CHURCH

A WONDERFUL WEEK

Condensed Program

SUNDAY, October 20—8:00 p. m.—Young Peoplé and Worship Night,
Rev. 8. G. Neal.

WEDNESDAY, October 23 — Neighborhood Night. Greetings from
various pastors. Address, R. M, Gibson.

THURSDAY, October 24—Home-Coming Day. Services, 10:30 a. m.,
2:30 and 8:00 p. m. Addresses and letters of greeting. Ad-
dress, 8:00 p. m., Rev. P. W. Macaulay.

FRIDAY, Octcber 26—Historical Night. Pictures; address, Rev. E. B.
Welsh. )

SUNDAY, October 27—Dedication of new building. Services, 11:00
a m., 2:30 and 7:30 p. m.

Visiting Choirs and Orchestras Will Assist in the
Praise Services
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% o o Pansh PresbytenanChurch
"'1790 - PARIS, PA. o 1940

o Pubhshed by Paris Church in. order that the' hlS-
_ torical facts of the “Three’ Springs” Church may be
. preserved and that Christ may. be-honored: and HIS‘ -

cause advanced.

“i5 cents per copy.

.LD THREE SPRINGS

. Aﬁ:er an ex:lstence of . 150 years as Three Sprmgs~
: ‘Presbytenan .Church, the name was chinged, at a
“.meeting held by the congregation in April, {o the

Paris’ Chureh. Presbylery approved the change. v

. -Considerable sentiment clusters around the old name
“Three Sprmgs” on account of ‘the great ‘revival }
" whieh ‘gave birth to- the ‘Church,’ and the splenchd ‘

hxstory of 150 years. - ~ -

At this meeting, When the change of name 'WaS.,

voted; it was decided to ﬁti:m@y celebrate the 150th

© . apniversary it ‘October; and: to make a. bn'thday gift
.’so the: dear old Church of 2 new bmldmg.

A bmldmg commlﬁ:ee and ﬁnanee commzttee Were

. named and’ the work was begun.

A B‘mldmg Commitiee - :
Those eomposing the building - commzttee were:
A 'C. Fulion, Ernest Freshwater, Fenton Gordon,

Fmance Comm1ttee .
‘Theodore Hamngton Aliee Murchland Mrs W

P. Ferguson;, Berths Long, Jessie Ralstom, Mrs. F.
;Gordon, Carrie” Stephenson, Anna McKnJght, Came
. ‘Hanlin, Mrs. R. Sarchef.

The goal placed for the ceinmlttee ‘was the razs-
;ng of 3100 eaeh.

S List ef Comnuttee for Sesgui
Program and é_rrangements——Rev. R. 1. Biddle,

OSear ‘Lyons, Mrs. Esther Lyons Jessze R‘alstcm,,

". -Mrs. Bernice Gordon. . :

| Musie—Clyde. Hemngton, Clarenee Long, Juunior
Stephenson, Myrtle Harrington, Ernest Myers.

 Invitation—Mrs. W. P. Ferguson, Annie Me-
Knight, Iva Hemngton, g osephzne Nesly, Mrs. Hrn-

est Freshwater.
* . Decorations—Alice ‘Murehland, Mrs. R. L. Biddie, *

Mrs. A. €. Fulton, Merle Ferguson, Bertha Hanlin,
‘Finance—A. C. Fulton, Carrie Hanlin, Dale Ly-
ons, Theodore Harrmgton -Wm Call Fenton Gcr-

den.
Parking: and Transporta‘cmn———ﬂ A, Lyons, Ken-

. neth Call, Wm. Peters, Jameg Hemngten, Carl Han-

lin.
Coramittee on Prmtmg and Reglsmhon————ﬂ%etty
":E&h. Holen Manlin, Virainia Czlh Ruth Honé: Ruih
arris. -

- of -arranging £

" to'the Church. "Dr. Biddle: pres
__grazn, Whlch ccmsxsted of speclal

Vance “Rev. X Logan Bames,
Pomona Grange arnd Prof. Campbeli ‘of - Holhdays _
}-Cove AH then maxched to the. 51te_ for the cere- -

Ushers——-Roy Hurd Fran-k Hanlm Austm Iﬂng,

‘Kathleen Herrmgﬁon, Annz. Belle Ferguson. .
Commzti:ee on Antique Dlsplay——Ada TFulton,, Ro- R

ma Hurd, Mrs. Rex Sarchet Mary Selman Ehzabeth
McDonaId. R .
Commzttee ‘on. Lunch—-Berhe Goodwm Glara. .

7 -Hanhn, Carrie -Stephenson, ‘Coral: Pugh, Iris Hurd. -

- History—Bertha “Long, Jennie" Herrington, Ross :

' AAten, H. 'W. Hanlin, Mame Tiockart.

With' such: 2. fine- hst of commltteeé, the Work

gone. forward smoothly. : “For the people ha.d a mmd.

-1:0 ‘wor S ; N

Consecratmn of Slte ami _Breakmg Grmmd
On Sunday a:temoon, Augu 4,8 large congre—
gatmn ‘asgembled. for. the:program’ of onsecra’mng' ~
the site;-and breakmg— grcvund for: additic

Mr. Russell ef the'

: . “Work. for the nght As Gox_mng” clasmg by the

: benedlchon by Rev. D. S Varee, . o
_ Oscar Lyons;, Iva Hemngton, Mrs- R L Bﬁd&le, .
Goral Pugh H. A. Lyons. .

- &'*:, .‘

ROLL of HoNoR

_ The ﬁrst contmbuhon %o the bmldmg ﬁmd was |
made By the Ald Socxety and"eonsisted ‘of 3500.00. ‘
. The second was $100 00 by Mss’ Mﬁnght’s Sundsy
. school ¥lass, “The Loyal Workers”.
' to print an-“Honor Roll”, o cons1st of names. of all
who contributed a penny to the building fund.. We.

- It was-. decided

are nok glvmg the amecunts, just theé names. This

. list is growing eonstantly.” We print the namés as
of Oetober 13.:°Thig ‘list will be. repeated in our . ..
- next pubhcatmn after dedlcahon, prohably Novem- R

ber 30. We will sée how’ many new names: e ad-
ded. There are at presert 290 on the Honor Roll.
Jos. Bennett, Wm. C. Beall, A.nna EB'eall Rev P

W. Macaulay, C. S: Cotérell, A. -C. Fulton, Frank
_ Stephenson, J: W. Saxton, Frank: Zlckefoose, Wm. E.

Brammer, Leglieé Caldwell; H. A.- Lyons, Kenneth
Gall, Mrs. R. T. Biddle, Jennie Herrington, Wayne
Neeley, Billy Peters, Rev.-J..C. French, Rev. B B.
Welsh, Clyde Herrington, Iva Hervington, “A $5
Friend”, Susanna -Biddle, Coral Pugh Mrs. A C.
Fulton, Mrs.. Clara ‘Hanlin. :

Esther Lyons, Flora Freshwater, Mr. and Mrs-

‘Elmer Peters, R. M. Fulton, Sarah E. Fultin, James

Gardner, Fred Gardner, George Thomas, :I.D. Neely,

R S S e s e

- the celebra’mon and' dedzcatlon has . o



.Neely, Mr and Mrs Fred R. Smith; Clyde Neely, . Kathlene Hermngton, Mary Freshwater, Helen Han-
- Mrs. C. W. Dawdson My and Mrs. Wm. Call, R. M." ln, Iris Hurd, Jumor Stevenson, Dona Murchland '
- <Scott, Mrs. Dudley Ferguson Mr. and Mrs. G. R. Ruth Long: -

- ‘Calvert, Mr.  and" Mrs. Clark Hanlin, Cyrus Hanlin, - Ism’t this a fing hst of names" It is not complete
. “Carrie Hinlin, Mr. and Mys. H.'W. Hanlin, ‘Sam. though. All' of the comm1ti:ees did not. get to Te:

‘Hanlin, Harold C. Neely, Samuel Fmshwai;er, Mrs. _port: - Other names wxll appear 1n -next. issue, mth

_Bertha Long., .- At B these
2 ¥ =

Annie McKnight, Mr. Cedar, Walt’ Pugh, Fenton

Gordon, Oscar Lyons, Kenneth Call, Tom Conkle, D. HIGH SPQTS of .HIST@-RY

Sharp, ‘Elmer - Swearingen, Frank Gardner, Wilber —
’ Neely, Bobby Call, Mary Neely, Roy Hurd, Weirton - . The first mention of Three Springs Church in

teel=Cos - Frafnk ~White " Erfiest-Preshwater, -WHL-—th redords of Redstone Presbytery was-in 1796, -

Horstman, Frank Hanlin, Mr. McPeak,. W. H. Ful- when supplies were sent”to preach: on the third
- ton, Paul Barkhurst, Everet Gardner, W. P. Fergu- Sabbath of each month. ~The first Settled pastor
son, ‘Mrs. Chas. Greer, Rosina Truax, Lois TTuax, +was the Rev. Elisha Mscurdy, who. began work- in
_ .Charlotte Mae Stewart, Mildred Lyons, Ruth Greer, 1799 in connection with-the King’s Creek Church,

Laura’ Greer; Loretta Lyons, Mr. and Mrs. Duiiklé, now Florence. ' After.25 years of: faithful service -

' Marie Lyons, Donna Jean Melvin, Harold Melvin, he was released from’ Three Sprmcs in- 1824. '
Nellie Shreve, Jo Ann Slmmons Wanda Slmmons, : Pastm
: s

B’ﬂlv Yoho. R N
: Succeedmg Dr McCurdy. in. 1826, came e Rev. Sam—
. Trene Kraeer, Sharon Yoho, Coral Yoho, Ella Mae
. Simmons, Frank Pappas, ‘L. C.”Stewart;>  Theodore bd I}%‘“Ethh]?&n %;;; tRlchaigggrov%n in ;ggw flc;llgwed
Harrington, Myrtle Harrington, Mr. and Mrs.: Lyons, -7 oV - e n - V. ork Seott
" C. E. Society, Josephine Neely, Mr. Purdy, M supplied the pulpzt while eonducﬁmg an academy at
Moger, Mr. Arnol d, Mae Cleland H elpiag - M d Steubenvxlle Ohio, in 1844-45. ‘Rev. - Geo.. Gordon
Class. came in 1846, to be followed by Rev. John Y. Cal-
. Fred Stephenson, R. M. Patterson, Florence John— 5101%11 ﬁ 18%4‘ who remlamfed eltv%ht YEALs. p Cﬁhen f;v o
 son, Robert Steen, E. S. Caldwell, Raymond Cald- Rev. D. ?L;Z;;u%% 3{7:0 ’061‘5 Eez_eajl:hn% Oé‘;‘ Z,ha m:):
- well, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Neely, Ernest Myers, John ‘was pastor of Thx,'ee Springs and the Cove for 19
M. Scott, Leé and. ‘Wﬂson, Robert Cassiday, Mary V. ears, HI1 1878, ,when R Wm. I. Brugh, D.D:
' Lo_ékart, Frank Crothers, ¥. M. Barber, G.-S. Fulton, ivas in (glalge for m;Ve ?rréarsevwhe;nRev Xulg% Towes
o g;oragidegagib?{z Ig)ee(l;?;irﬁ?; %rog g;gfg‘legf;’ became Stated- Supply in 1889, t0 be succeeded by
= Gardner, Demer Stout, J. M. Loughead, John Virtue; - f’:;fﬁs dﬁ;lf}?’ ghl(z);zrv?gefrorﬂm%‘e }g;z];tigszfvag(siv
, "'sz% i:é:fsn gﬁfgﬁ:ﬂlﬁﬁ?zeg’ ].%%r I%%SHYISLL% as ‘stated supply for a vear, till the present pastor; -
: Yoho, -Mr H’ tchin Lel ’dR iston, Wilbert M .Rev: R. L.-Biddle, D.D., was 1nstalled July 11, 1935.
oho, -Mrs.. Hutchinson, Leland Ralston, Wilbe c- :
Donald,-A. €. Fulton, Evalineé Colwell, Linn . Bms - S : Three - Churches B
Edward Gorbay, Joseph-Defolia. - - Three. Sprmgs had three chuirches. The first was
"Mt. and Mrs. Jésse -Bohrer, Mr. and "vIrs Jesse built ‘of logs, ‘on tHe ‘Campbell tract in. Broock Co:,
hTruax ‘Mr. and Mrs. Fenton Gordon; Carl Hanlin, Va. four miles from the "Ohio river.. .Tu about 1804
"Mr. and Mrs. Simon J. Beagle, J. L. Galdwell, Mr. ’the site was changed to a peint two miles south:
and Mrs: J.~W. Cool; Mr. and Mrs, ‘William Sar- east from this, where a stone building was erected.
chett, Mr: -and- Mrs. W. E.-Brammeér,” M¥. and Mrs. In 1846 the territory was divided; part going to
- Clyds . Hanlm, My, and Mrs. R. B -Aten, Myr and  Helidays Cove, where there is now the. great. Cove
. Mrys/ Jokin- J. Bainbridge, -The Ward Baking Com- Plesbytenan .Church. .Soen the stone church.was
~.pany; The ~“Weir- Cove. Da.ry Co., Mr. and Mrs.. abandpped and a new- site. chosen in the wllage of
- Woodrow - Hurd, “Mr.” and Mrs. Harold Hooper, Paris, QS _This was in 1857, When the pz'esent bnck
- Mr.vamd- Mzrs.. Jobn J. Murchland, Mr. and Mrs. uﬂdmg Was erected.” - N i
Floyd Barber, Mr. and Mrs. Alva (Ted) Hughes; ‘ .
My " and -Mrs. W. G. Williamson and the boys, Rev. I Sons Enter the Mmlsm’
Floyd-Hanlin, Mr. and Mrs. Dorald D. Caldwell, Mr. Rev. James M. Maxwell, D.D., for many years
and Mrs. J. R. Selmon, Mr. and Mrs, Jesse -Virtue; Ppastor at Monongahela City, Pa.; entered the min-
Hors-arid Mrs Ray W. L’yﬂ ¢ Mr. and Mys. Eatl iytie, istry frem this Church; also Rev. Josiah Welch, of
Mr. -amd- Mrs. Kenneth F;eehwater Mir. and Mrs- >Selt Lake City, Utah, and Rev. Howard N. Campbell;
Herman ‘Hanlin, Mr. and Mrs. Roy Gardner, Mr. and SO8S became. notable fmmsters They have all
Mrs. Paul Barkhurst, Miss Paula Meyers, Roy Hurd passed to their reward. :
-znd RKis - folks, Miss Jessie' Ralston,” Mr. and’ Mrs: Ruhng Elders
Glarence Long, Mr. and Mrs. Allen Long, Mr. and At the time of Dr. McCurdy’s settlement as pas-
Mrs. Cdrlin- Long, Mf. and Mrs. Ralph Wells, Mr. tor the Elders were John G. Young, Wm. Lee, John
‘Noble Long, Austin Long, Ward Long, Gordon Long. Wylie, John Orr.
. Carrie Stephenson, Alice Murehland, Roma Hurd; i
ida Fulton, Mrs. Roy Gardner, Coca Ferguson, 182 5.0 3 comptoto Tiot of Miders 36 Sfaé’;ifgre?ff el
_-Loughead, Lizzie McDonald, Jessie Ralston, Bdna 1;.0.3 the following is nearly, if not altogether,
Lyons, Anma Mary Arnold, Rev. J. C. Teyssier, B. H.  .omitete. In addition to those mentioned, there are
- Vosburg, M. L. Vosburg, J. D. Vincenti, J. A. Vin- 4,450 Henderson, Samuel Maxwell, Thomas Orr.
centi, Irene Kraeer, Elizabeth Jackson, Rev. C. 8. popot Wylie, James Campbell, James Kincade, Sam-

Thomas, ‘Rev. Wm. V. Longhr rake, Rev. S. W. Young, ] _
Rev. R. B. Carman, Buotty MNooly, Borbis Coadwin, . {Concluded on page 4}
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. terials to best advantage.

LETTERS -
( Concluded ;.rom Page 4)

blessmgs we " remain your mOat smcere friends,

'_Joseph ‘Bennett and William C. Beall. Please tell
your cengregatlon that I hope they will remember
‘me-as the little Jew peddler that used to be in their
’ commumty 58 vears ago and I have not forgo“ten the .
wonderful treatment which I received from your

congregatlon- who were real Christians.”

.- A subsequent letter from Mr. Bennett: encloses "
" $5.00 for the “Mile of- Pemues” and states that his

friend, Mr. Beall, and wife, are. startmg' for Penn-

sylvama, and will no doubt attend some of the EX6T-
cises of our “chderful Week >

FINANCING

It seemed a large’ undertakmg for our little band,

“to put an addition, so badly needed, of 52x30 feet .

to our present building. The archifect said it would

_ cost in the neighhorhood of .$9000. :The lowest bid
we received was for $8987: The buﬂdmg ‘committee .
. changed plans some: left out some things at present;
hired 2 good foreman carpenter, and bought ma-
‘We got through forigbout
 $6000, of which we apply to the Board of National -}
- -Missions for a loan of $2000. If granted, thé amotint
.will be from a fund to be loanéd to small:éhirches
“without, interest, on a 10-year mo*tgage

Soc1ety is willing to assume its payment: =7

Lis won_derful how people donated matenal and .
We named a committee of 15 men; none of
- whom were members of Paris Chureh, to be known .
25 Homorary Members of the Building Committee.

labor.

This commitiee consisted of Frank-Stephénson, J.

“Wallace Saxton, Wm. E. Brammer; Frank Z1ekefocse, _
Wm. Horstman, W. P. Ferguson, Wil Pugh Roy -

Gardner, Leslie Caldwell, Clarence Long, C. S. Cat-
trell; Frank Neely, Rex Sarchet, John Neely, Denms

. Sha“p

%‘r*%

THE MILE OF. PENNIES

A elass of girls of the Sunday’ school was named
to conduet g “Mile of Pennies.”
named. Papers placed in thelr hands to get 40
names each of people who were willing to give a
penny -a day for 150 days—to be paid monthly.

‘Sixteen pennies make a foot, 5280 feet make a mile,

16 times 5280 make §844.80. A large chart is on the
wall, showing the weekly advance toward the goal.
Red envelopes are placed in the hands of friends
each month, marked “Mile of Pénnies™.

The following are names cf giris: Betty Neely,
Helen Hanlin, Virginia Call, Ruth Long, Mary
Freshwater, Iris Hurd, Ruth Harris, Kathleen Her-
rington, Anna Bell Ferguson, Dona Murchland, Ei-
lene Horstman, Mary Louise Smith, Avis Williams,
Helen Mae Kcethe, Rosina Truex.

%3?31323130*@?1?ﬁ$$$$$¢¢$$$$ﬁ¢$$¢¢ﬁtﬁﬁtﬁﬁﬁ’&"&%
§ It is ourselves that we cannot 3
§ forgive, when we refuse forgive- 3
§ ness to friends. Some strand of our §
2 own misdoings is involved in every §
#-quarrel.—Stevenson. S 3
g

i--’.1v¢$3¢'~'!so-ﬁl’kl'iﬂ3$ﬁtkﬁlﬁ$$ﬁ¢$$$¢$3¢¢“¢$$$$¢$ﬁ
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Fifteen girls were .
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presgnﬁ gfi;xf e'

as erectedsm 1857

__._.....»_.4*

Houéé Er
F or $l3 0

!'tor

hopmg that” smce hvmg quarter<
have been set up it wﬂi -he. easzer
to obtain a. minister. . Lt A
" ‘The last- permanent ’pastor Was
Rev. leen T Kurtz W, el
from- 1944°10, 19497 The_ first mm—
ister- was ‘the- Immor‘cal Ehsha Me-
Curdy, who served in 1780. -The
congregatmn was. at that. time

Church ;

The congregatmn ‘has® ',been A

identified 'as ‘the” ’“hree Sprmgs

- here’ for. the commumon sery
ices -‘Aug.’14. - He-was pastor he
prior’ to Rev. Kutz:- . The Ma
Biddle:; Women’s MissigharysSoe
ety i$9Amad aftet tﬁé‘ ‘late Re
‘Biddle. ;- -
$7,500° Raisgd ,

Cost of building the manse wi
approximately $13,0000. The cor
gregation had raised $7,500 befo
startigg*-construction. It is I
cated.near the church. The co
trdctor: was- Robert Shaffer
Woodlawn Estates, Theodo
Harrington, . building committ
'chauman, had as his assistan
Clyde: Herrm enton R. Go
don;-William Wright, Alice, Murc]
land and/, the” trustees: of #
church: : Carl -Utz, Frank Hanli
Albert Moredock, Fenton Gordo
W. B: Wright and U. P, Fergus<
and Edward Suplee. ‘

1100 has ‘seen rap:
stmdes in.the- -past .ten : years. Tt
Sund,ay :School enrollment is ow
200.. " Bible School -this summe
conducted. by Burt -Jones,. a_sem:
,-I‘x‘ary student, was attended by i
children; Sunday SchqoLxs,,_he]
eadh™Siinday - at-10 &:
shiprservices: at: 11 Chnstlan 304
eavor "meets- each Sunday - aﬂe}
noon;and:prayer services are he]
Wednesday at 7 30 pam.,

)Mrs Ferguson  Chairman
Mrs. WP Ferguson is congre
gatxonal chairman. Other office:
-are::My¥s. Clyde Herrington, se
retary- Carl Utz treasurer; Mr
Clara: Hanlm findncial secretar,
‘and Mrs. Theodore. _Harringto:
pla.mst. - Sunday:: School  office
arer: Clyde Herrington, supern
tendent; Mrs. W. H. Horstma
junior superintendent; " Jessie M:
'Truex, secretary; Crawford Can
éron, treasurer; DMrs. Walt
George, senior Dept, p1amst ar
Mrs. Thecdore *iar“mc'ton; Jum«
Dept, pianist.
* The ‘Sunday School annex, 3(
52 feet, was added to-the chure
in~1940. In the past few weél
the Paris Grange members
their -community, project: cleant
2nd- repainted the exterior ar
equmment of the .church ar
annex: Funds were supplied 1
‘the grange. The committee of
grange which worked with 1
rustees - and elders in the proje
ere.. .Mrs. ~ John .Fletcher, Mi
‘Margaret Schumacher, and M
'Clyde Herrington. Harold Hoop
heads the grange. Elders of ‘t]
church, Mrs. Carl.Utz, Mrs. W,
Ferguson, William Horstma
Clyde Herringion and Theodo
Harrington’ and- the- trustees e
now making; »plans‘ £0° mpm"e ¢
the ~chuich: exterior. N




PARIS UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Founded in 1790

as
Three Springs Presbyferian Church
and

Remodeled in 1954

“We are laborers together with God; Ye are God’s hus-
bandry, God’s building.” . I Corinthians 3:9




. ey,

PARIS CHURCH HAc

e-Blli dar IS ChurCh Is Re-Dedicated INTERESTING HIST

John Cooke, chalrman of
licity for the Paris Presby
church unfolds an ‘inter
story of development and ¢
in this well known and hist
house -of worship at Pari
. | Route 22. A forerunner of the

| sént day edifice ‘was the fir
cabin, built on Weirton Heig
1790 and . known as -the '
Springs church. Rev. Eiisha
Curdy was the first pastor in
A second cut stone building
built on the - present site of
Three Springs .cemetery in
and in 1846, the Cove Presk
ian church of Weirton, W
was formed from Three St
church. In 1857 the congreg
moved to Paris and built the
brick church, which has rec
been re-modelled "An anfiex
‘added to the rear.of the sanc
in 1940 and the name of the ¢l
was changed to Paris " Presb
ian church in April of 1940..
manse was built in 1948 and’
large lot -east of the manse
purchased this year, for add11
parkmg space. .

- All the remodelling . Wor)
the church, except the brick’
was done by members of the
_gregation and included the s
vating for a new basement
the church, installing a new 3
‘i bule, new hot water system,

- — - " . concrete floor, . covered wit
. The ritual of the placing of the|ing, November .12 at 7:30 o’clock | the goodness and bounty of Him |Phalt tile in the sanctuary,
orner-stone at the re-built Paris | said “I know I speak for every| ‘from whom all blessings flow’ we fi]t'eﬁfgﬁ cv)\;lr}cgowsﬁindhdqogi
reshyterian church was a solemn | member of the Paris Presbytenan ask all of you to join with us in| . ¢ entirely rinf,vaiid \?rlilthl ;
ccasion last Sunday morning, |church, past and present, wheén I worship and  in.thanksgiving {0 eiling, new plaster. and a.

‘hen members of the congregation | say with the Psalmist . Him who gave it.” chancel. The campaign " to-
athered with their pastor, David| ‘The Lord hath done greaf thmgs Special services are being held | $20,000, which began in' Nove
. Haines (center background) to |for us; whereof we aré glad. ’ each evening in the church in com- | 1953 has been very. successfiz

articipate in this historic event. our hearts are almost over-|memoration of the cccasion includ- | to date $15,000 has . been Ple
fr. Haines, who will be ordained whelrhed by the strength - and]ing the dedication, also, of a new | on 'a three year basis. The t¢
; & mihister and formally in-|beauty found in this, the temple of | organ on Sunday evening, Novem— cost’of the -remodelling was
alled as their pastor Friday even- God. And now, as we contemplate | ber 7 at 7:30 o’clock. 4000 and new organ, purchase

- $2000.00 was a separate ‘pr
imade possxble by addmonal d
tions. The work, riow - comn]
‘was begun 1n March 1954 .

. : . T : AR
Paris Preséyfenan Congregation Formed as Three Springs Church in 1790
‘\ N N % 3 S ‘\ 2 :







Section 3: Celebrating 175 years — 1790 to 1965

PAGES from Program for 175" Anniversary Service
and Dedication Service August 22" to 29", 1965

The Church Directory

History of church “Milestone of Faith”
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' THE SERVICE OF DEDICATION
for _
THE CHRISTIAN EDUCATION ADDITION

Sunday, August 22, 196;5” : 2:30 pan.
ORGAN' PRELUDE ............ PR Mrs;:'Ted.H&a{:ﬁn‘gmn
THE CALL ‘TO WORSHIP | o

*HYMN NO. 364 .. ......o.eovoonne.. “God of Otr Fathers”

*THE INVOCATION AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

*THE GLORIA PATRI |

THE SCRIPTURE-READING ................ ‘Ephesians  3:14-21

THE AFTERNOON PRAYER |

CHORAL RESPONSE S

*HYMN NO. 8 ........ e ..... “All Hail The Power”

THE ‘OFFERTORY

*THE DOXOLOGY

*THE DEDICATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

THE ANTHEM - “God’s House” - Lynda P. Loucks The Choir
-Mrs. Samuel Lescaﬂette, Director

THE PRESENTATION OF THE KEYS

Roy Hurd, Chairman of the Building Committee
Glenn Harringron; President of Board of Trustees
Henry Hess, Supéerintendent of the Church Scheol

THE SERVICE. OF DEDICATION  (To be read responsively)

Beloved in Christ: God, our heavenly Father, having in His grace;
which is in our Lord Jesus, brought to its completion our work of pré-__
paring for the honor of His name, this building where His gospel is
to be truly taught, and prayer and praise offered unto Him; we are now
gathersd bere in His name to dedicate this building to its proper and
sacred use.



~ To the glory of God the Father, God the Son, and God ‘the Holy
Spirit;

We dedicate this building.
For the teaching of His Word, and the singing of His praise;

We dedicate this bu:dd.mg.
For the guidance and the shaping of lives, with His help; .

‘We dedicate this building.

That boys and: girls, and men and women of future generatzons may
come here to confess faith i the Lord ]esus Christ, and be led in paths
of purity and “service;

We dedicate this building:

To Thee, our Father, we, the people of this church, and all who-
meet here with us, do. dedicate ourselves. anew; humbly seeking Thy
guidance, and Thy help, and Thy strength, as we.serve Thee together.
Amen !

THE PRAYER OF DEDICATION. ... .............. The Pastor

THE MESSAGE ...... Rev. William C. Swartz, General Presbytery
: - Washington Presbytery

TEHE PRAYER OF CONSECRATION .... Rev. .Wilbur H: Lyon
Assistant Pastor, Cove U. P.-Church, Welrton, West Virginia.
HYMN NO. T40 ot “The Church’s One Fomdataon

*THE BENEDICTION
#STLENT ‘MEDITATION
*POSTLUDE

~ Everyone is invited to the Church Social Room for re_reshmeﬁts and
a time of fellowship.



OUR CHURCH IN ACTION

Tuesday, August 24, 1965 ‘ 7:45. pam.
In The 'New Assembly Room

Devotions ’ . .
T——

'Hxst{)ncal Pictures-— A. D. Wlme of chkory, Pa
Skit — The Senior Youth Fellowship |

Music — The -Itm_mzj v szth; Fellowship

Pletures of the Church at Work

Historical Highlights — Mis. Frank Bowman

In The Soaal Room: |
Refreshments ‘and Feﬂowshm
ANNIVERSARY DINNER

£

Wednesday, August 25, 1965 e 6:15 pm.
In The Social. Rodm:

Family Covered Dish Dinper — Planned by the Go}den Rule
Class

Informal Singing at the Tables

In the Sanctwary: o 7:30 pam.

. Singspiration Service — Song Leader, Sam Lescallette
Organist, Mrs, Ted Harrington

Benediction



MORNING WORSHIP

Sunday, August 29, 1965 : 11:05 a0m. |
“O come let us sing unto the Lords let us make o joyful noise to the
rock of our salvation”” o ' Psalm 95:1
PRELUDE |

CALL TO WORSHIP . o A

$HYMN NO. 8 :............ e “All Fail the Power”
#INVOCATION AND THE' LORD’S PRAYER - - -

*THE APOSTLES CREED -

| *THE GLORIA PATKI o
RESPONSIVE READI’\IG NO. 532 .... “The Gracious Invitation”

 CHILDREN'S' STORY ... ... " “Aunt Emma’s Happy Day”
*HYMN NO: 254-..... B AR “?eneath The Cross of Jesus”
SCRIPTURE READING .......................0. Luke 22:1420
PRAYER
WELCOME TO VISITORS
OFFERTORY

*THE DOXOLOGY L
#DEDICATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

“ .
ANTHEM — “God So Loved The Weordd” ...... .... John Stainer
MEDITATION. — “Remember-Me” ................ Luke 22:19

*HYMN NO. 129 — “Break Thou The Bread” ... Stanzas 1 and 2
THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER -

*HYMN NO. 129 — “Break Thou The Bread” .... Stanzas 3 and 4~
*BENEDICTION

*SILENT MEDITATION

*POSTLUDE



THE 175TH ANNIVERSARY SERVICE
PARIS UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1790 — 1965
Sunday; August 29, 1965 o . 2:30 p.n.

Elder James Harlan, Presiding

ORGAN PRELUDE

THE CALL ‘TO WORSHIP |

*HYMN NO. 47 ..................__....“OurGod;Our Help"

*THE INVOCATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

*THE APOSTLES' CREED -

*THE GLORIA PATRI

THE SCRIPTURE READING - Josh. 4:1g-24 .. Elder Fred Michell
Cove United Presbyterian Church, Weirton, W. Va.

THE ANNIVERSARY PRAYER .............. Rev. Davxd Hare
Pastor, Florence United Presbyterian Church o

CHORAL RESPONSE
WELCOME TO THE GUESTS .................. James Harlan

" GREETINGS FROM WASHINGTON PRESBYTERY

Rev.' Paul-R. Graham, Moderator
Pastor United Presbytenian ‘Church, Canonsburg, Pa.

GREETINGS FROM FORMER PASTORS
GREETINGS FROM NEIGHBORING PASTORS

GREETINGS FROM WEIRTON MINISTERIAL ASSOCIATION

* Rev. John W. May, First Church of the Nazarene
President of the Association

LETTERS FROM FORMER MEMBERS



*HYMN NO. 219 ...................... “Faith of Our Fathers”
THE OFFERTORY
*THE DOXOLOGY
*THE DEDICATION- OF TITHES AND - OFFERINGS
ANTHEM - “O Mighty God, How Great Thou Are® ... Johason
THE ANNIVERSARY MESSAGE “What Mean These Stones?”
Rev. Harry Rankin

Pastor, The United Presbyterian Church, Houston, Pa.
THE PRAYER OF CONSECRATION
*HYMN NO. 311 ..::o.iin... “Lead On, O King Eternal”
*THE BENEDICTION -
*SILENT  MEDITATION
*POSTLUDE

Everyone is invited to the Church Social Room for refreshments and
a time of fellowship.

W



- THE CHURCH DIRECTORY

The Session
Harold C. Neeley, Sr. - Clerk
Clifford Ahms ‘ Harold Hooper
John R. Evans John Hummel
Frank Hanlin Walfred Pugh
James Harlan - Rev. Joseph. L. Hunter, Mod
Henry C. Hess
The Board of Deacons
Mrs. Tony Wray, Secretary Ms. J. H. Murchland, Treas.
Mrs Gordon. Comly - Stephen. Rzepka
Donald Cummings Mrs. Iva Smith
Mrs. James Donahoe Mrs. W. B. Wright
Charles Harlan Rev. Joseph Hunter, Med.
The Board of Trustees .
Glen A. Harrington, Pres.  James Riddel
Wallace Allen - .George Schayes
Leroj Anderson _ Frank Stone
James Reid - ‘ David Livingston
Roy F Hurd, Sec.
. The Chﬁrch’
PaSEOT - o vv e e DD Rev. Joseph L. Hunter
Secretary to the Pastor ..... e ....-Mrs, Robert L. Jones
-Chairman of Church Corporatmn e I... Roy F.-Hurd
Treasurer ...l e ~ Mrs. John R. Evans
Financial Secretary ............. N - Miss Beverly Hurd
Organist - ....oooiiiiiii Mrs. Ted Harrington
Assistnat Organist .................... N Mrs. W. B. Wright
Choir Director ......... R Mrs Samuel Lescallette
Custodians .......... Mrs Rose Yeater, Mr. and Mrs. Robt. Henwood
The Sunday School
General Superintendent .......... .. Henry Hess
Asssistant Superintendent ............ ... .. ..., Roy Hurd
Primary - Junior Dept. Supt. ................ Mrs. Wm. Heorstrnan
Asst. Primary - Junior Dept. Supt. .............. Mrs. Dwain Poland
Secretary ... ... Teddy Harrington
Assistant Secretaries .. .............. ... Terry Comly, James Williams
TreASUrer ...ovveniiiieiia i .."...: Ted Harrington
Assistant Treasurer ................... e Robert L. Jones
10



Libfarian .................. e eveuii... Mona Lee Conley

Adult Dept,, Pianist ......... e S . Mrs. W. B. Wright
Adult-Depr, Assistant Planist ........ e - Mrs. Michael' Burdette
Junior Dept. Pianist ... ............. et .. Mis. Ted' Harrmgton'
Nursery-Kindergarten Dept. Supt. .......... Mrs. Crawford Cameron
Kindergartcn Teacher ............. e Mrs. Sammie Tate
Nursery - 4 :years of. age et Lida (Penny) :Watson
Nursery - Under 2 years ................. ....... Mrs: Thomas Balt
Cradle Roll Superintenident ....... “ew.... Mrs. Crawford Cameron
TEACHERS

Mrs. Iva Sxmth Mrs. Edith Boley, Mts. Dorothy Marshall, -Crawford
Cameron, . Chester Conley, Henry Hess, Rev Joseph Hunter, W. B.

anht Mis. Tony ‘Wray, Roy Hurd,. Mrs: Wﬂham Horstman, Mirs.
John-Hummel; Ted: Harnngton, Mrs. Ted Hamngton, John R. Evans,
‘Beverly -Hurd, Joyce Wilson; Mrs: Dwain Polaud Mrs. Sammie Tate,
Penny Watson, - Mrs. Thqmas Balt, with Mrs ]ohn Revay, Mrs W B.

‘Wright, Mrs, Rose Yeater, Sue Tyo, ,]ames Haslan, David: lemgston,
Mrs. David Livitgston and R'o];érf Henwood ‘as substitutes..

ORGANIZATIONS
Loyal Workers Class ...... P Mrs. - Albert Nardo, Pres.
Faithful.Servants Class ..... e David Livingston, Pres.
Maty Biddle Mlssmnary Society .. .. Mirs. Wm. Horstman, Pres.
Ladies"Aid ................ e Mrs. Wm.-C. Ralston, Pres.
Senior You&-Féﬁowship'- eiieeieeee........ Sandra Huoter, Pres.
" Junior Youth. Fellowship .................... Ellen Careron, Pres.

r75th ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE
Clifford Ahrns, Chairman

Mrs, J. H. Murchland Mona Lee Conley
- James Riddel Rev. Joseph L. Hunter, Pastor .

11



PARIS UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

leeszone of Faith”

Since the time of Plymouth Rock our nation has always been God-
fearmg and freedomJoving. We have been a nation of churches

Early ‘pioneers. that settled in Eastern. U. S. _began to cross over the
mountains from Virginia, Fastern Pennsylvania, and the othér colonies;
many of them settled ori Indian Créek:(now Kings Creek) and on Har-
mon’s Creek and-oii the ridges between: A: few of them built their crude
log cabins in the vicinity of Hollidays Cove,, now Weuton, W.Va.

For some time these early settlers gathered together and held: Open-
dir worship serv1ces

" The first mention of Three Springs Church is s found in the records
of old Redstone Presbytery. The Rey. John Brice, of Forks of Wheeling,
was_appoinied to preach here on the third Sabbath of November, 1790.
There was. occasiondl preaching at the little’ log' church, but no regular
pastor until’ 1799, when Rev. Elisha McCurdy. (Macurdy) was calied to
be the joint pastor:of the'Cross Roads: Presbytenian-Church (now Florence
Presbyteridn) atid-the: Three Springs:Chureh: Rew. McGiirdy -was or-
dained- aid-installed-as pastor-of: both churches; in' Jitne £800.and contin-
ued' as- pastor-of- Fhiree Springs. uiitil: 1824 and: at Cross’ Roads until 835
when ke res1gned ‘because of ill-health. He died in 1845: Co-

McCurdy, one of the most noted-of the ploneer ministers, was a fear-
less preachier and had-much to do witl the founding of the Home and
Foreign Boards of the Presbyterian Church. He rode hundreds of miles
over Chio and- M1ch1gan territory, “holding conferences with Cornplanter
anid other Indian chiefs. He established many- missions and. even took

_partiin the actual bitildiag-of some of thie mission. bmdmgs

The name of Elisha McCurdy is linked pamaﬂarly with the great
Revival of 1802 which was first manifested in McCurdy’s congregation at
old Three Springs Church. The revival spread far and wide, influencing
the religious outlook of the whole country. In the ‘wake of this Revival
came- the Sunday School, the Missionary Movement; the Prayer- Meetxng,‘
the Temperance Movement and the Crusade against slavery.

Paris . presbytenan Chu_tch as we know it has had three dlﬁferent
buildings as churches. |

The first b.midmg used by the church was called Three Springs and
was 2 log structure built in 1790 on the Campbell tract in an arez con-
taining three fresh water springs. Today homes occupy that site on Weir-
ton Heights; and-there is not the slightest trace .of thé old church nor of
the cemetery where sleep the early members of the church. The recorded-
will of James Campbell, made in 1797, stated that five acres on which the
church and cemetery were located was to belong to the congregation for-
gver. It is not known how or why the land passed from the church’s pos-
SCS851011.
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Due to our expanding congregation and the need for additional
Sunday. school rooms, the first building committee was appointed in
1960 t0 miake a study of the layout and cost of erecting 2, Christian Edu-
cation Addition.” At this time a fund-raising campaign was started in
an attempt to raise $18,ooo .00. Funds were made payable on.a three-
year ‘basis: With-no action -taken for the building of the -addition, a
congregational meeting Was called.- However, due to a: lack of ﬁnances,
nothing was started “at this tme. .. - -

In 1967, a second Building Commlttee was appointed. The com-
mittee memmbers - were: Roy Hurd, Chdirman;. Paul Barkhurst,® Secre-
tary; Joe Pope; Joe Murchland, Barney Hanlin, Ray Tournay, Bob. Cald-
well and Delbert Robertson. Later, Bob Caldwell and Delbert Robert-
son -withdrew. .

On October 11, 1962, the mortgage was: burnéd.as the- lughlght of
the evening at a family covered dish supper.

Groundbreakmg services for the addition took- place on May 12,
1963, and ‘the actual-building was begun ‘on Jusie 18, 1963

Many mdlwduals -and. organizations. of .our community "deserve a
special -thanks. - Weirton Steel Company.donated the structural steel for
the: buﬂdmg ‘The' steel ‘was painted and erected by men’ of -our con-
gregation. Mr: Robert “Goodall and = Mr. Westlake donated the
crane and the operator for the erection at no cost. Mr. Paul McDougal
furnished the weding machine and. contributed many Hours ‘of his own.
valuable time to helperect the steel and whatever else was .necessary. Mr.
William’ Vogel -a Pittsburgh roof contractor, installed the roof at the
cost .of material and labor, with no-profit. Blueprints were drawn up
and Mr. Lou Hoy, architect, stamped them so-they passed the Penn-
sylvania state inspection, at no cost. Many, many hours of work were
donated by men of the community who are not church- members.

It became, necessary for a loan to be.made, and the fransaction took
place through the Hancock County Savmgs & Loan Association, to be
paid in fifteen years-at $267 per month.- Inc1dentally, this was the first
loan to be granted a church in this loan company’s history.  The build-
ing is beihg pa_d for through the- Buﬂdmg ‘Fund and the ‘General Trea-
sury.

Chairs for the assembly room, as, Weil as the p1ano, were pm‘cbased
through contributions by various orgamzanons and individuals.

The Christian Education Addition is 38’%60” and is constructed of

“block and brick with a built up roof, insulated- plaster, and acoustic plas-
ter on the ceiling. The two-floer addition consists of nine classrcoms.-and
a large room (approx 15°x36%) for the nursery group, as well as 2 large
assembly room upstairs (20°x5g’). This -fireproof structure also has a
new hot water heatmg system, steel and concrete floors with asbestos
tile, and two modern réstrooms with ceramic tile floors and walls,

In June, 1963, the dedication of the roadside marker designating the
original location of the. Three Springs Church was held. Representa-
tives from both the Paris Church and the Cove Church, Weirton, W: Va,,
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took part in the service. The inscription on the marker.is as follows:
“Three Springs ! Church site -of ongmal log "Fhree Springs Presby-
terianChurch “— 160 yards -south; Built 1790 on’land donated by
}amesCampbeH vérend Elishd Macirdy, Hrst: pastor, called: 1799
Mother church_ HCove ‘and" Pans Umted Presbytenan Churches -

As we: celebrate our' 175th Annwe:sary, we have many thmgs for.

o the Rev ]oseph .
frust: by laboring long and § An
dication' of ‘our: Chiristian” ;zcauon Addition’ seems truly to be ‘a:most
fitting tribute ‘to our- growmg;fmth in-Ged dnd SErves-as. another ‘mile-
stoné of faith”” =~ :

| LIST OF PAST MINISTERS

Reverend” Ehs’ha McCurdy. ......_........;..:799—1824
" ReverendSamuel’ Reed .......0..0.,...1826:1839 -
Rcvcrcnd Rlchard Campbdl .. .1829-1832 -
' . 18321836

' Ceesnli .. 18361837

Revercnd R. A White .. 5. ... ; Cedeeens .183;7-1842 -
Reverend Johin "W, Scoft ................18421646

" Reverend - George ‘Gordon ~..............1046:1850
Reverend John Y. Calhom_x ..... S e 185441861
Reverend J'Fo Magills ... ... .. .. .. -.1861-1863
Reverend D..H, Laverty ,.......:.... -1863-1865
Reverend John.B..Graham ..............1866-1878
Reverend * William': Brugh® ..o..: 2. ... .1879-1887 -
Reverend J. D. Sphiggs ................ 18871888
Reverend A. BiLowes .................. .x888-1889.
Reverend -Cyrus: G, Allen’ ..............1850-1934 .
Reverend. H. D.- Beatty Ceeeeeo i ile 103471038
Reverend R, L. Biddle " 1-.......... - 193577044
Reverend - Given T. 5 .»...1945—1947 -
Reverend ‘Max Conley ... .0 ..o . ... ¥940-195T
Reverend Curds H. Griffith ... ... ... ... 109521953
-Reverend David' A, Haines ............10954-1957
Reverend J. Robert Phillips 000, ... 1958-1961
Reverend Joseph L. Hunter ... - 1g61-

The Following men have become ministers fmm our
church membership. ‘All -are now- deceased

Reverend Hunt

Reverend James Maxwell, D. D.
Reverend' Josiah Welch
Reverend: Howard C, Campbell
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Section 4: Celebrating 200 vears — 1790 to 1990

A Short History of the Paris Presbyterian Church
200 Years and Beyond |

(as it was written and published in the
1990 Directory of Paris Presbyterian Church)
Article from Weirton Daily Times November 17, 1990

Article from Pennsylvania Focus November 12, 2005




A Short History of the Paris Presbyterian Church
200 Years and Beyond
(As it was written and published in the
1990 Directory of Paris Presbyterian Church)

Since the time of Plymouth Rock, our nation has always been God-fearing and freedom-loving.
We have been a nation of churches.

In the late 18" century, the early pioneers who settled in the eastern part of the United States
began to cross over the mountains from Virginia, Eastern Pennsylvania, and the other colonies. Many of
them settled on Indian Creek (now Kings Creek) and on Harmon’s Creek, and on the ridges in between.
A few of them built their crude log cabins in the vicinity of Hollidays Cove which we now call Weirton,
West Virginia.

To find the first mention of Three Springs Church, we need to go to the records of the old
Redstone Presbytery. The Reverend John Brice, of Forks of Wheeling was appointed to preach here on
the third Sabbath of November 1790. We still recognize that date as our birthday. There was occasional
preaching at the little log church in those early years, but no regular pastor was on site until 1799, when
Elisha McCurdy (Macurdy) was called to be the pastor of the Cross Roads Presbyterian Church (now
Florence Presbyterian) and the Three Springs Church. Reverend McCurdy was ordained and installed as
pastor of both churches in June 1800, and he continued as pastor of Three Springs until 1824 and at Cross
Roads until 1835, when he resigned because of ill health. He died in 1845.

- McCurdy, one of the most noted of the pioneer ministers, was a fearless preacher and had much to
do with the founding of the Home and Foreign Boards of the Presbyterian Church. He rode hundreds of
miles over Ohio and Michigan territory, holding conferences with Cornplanter and other Indian chiefs.
He established many missions and even took part in the actual building of some of the mission buildings.

The name of Elisha McCurdy is inextricably linked with the great Revival of 1892, which first
showed itself in McCurdy’s congregation at old Three Springs Church. The revival spread far and wide,
influencing the religious outlook of the whole country. In the wake of this Revival came the Sunday
School, the Missionary Movement, the Prayer Meeting, the Temperance Movement, and the Crusade
against slavery.

The Paris Presbyterian Church as we know it has had three different buildings as churches.

The first building used by the Three Springs congregation was a log structure built in 1790 on the
Campbell tract in an area containing three fresh water springs. Today homes occupy that site on Weirton
Heights, and there is not a trace of the old church, nor of the cemetery where the early members of the
church are buried. The recorded will of James Campbell, made in 1797, stated that the five acres on
which the church and cemetery were located belonged to the congregation forever. It is not known how
nor why the land passed from the church’s possession.

The congregation worshiped in the little log church from 1790 until 1804, and then the site of the
church was changed. A larger church was built in what is now Three Springs Cemetery at the top of Cove






The Girls Class of the Paris Presbyterian Church organized at a meeting held at the home of Mrs.
Annabelle Hollis on October 9, 1944. Betty Revay also worked to help organize the class. Iva
Harrington was our first teacher, and quarterlies were used for the lessons, just like today. At the first |
class meeting it was decided to have the husbands join the class with the wives after the war was over.

At the November meeting Betty Jean Ferguson made the motion to make “Faithful Servants” the
name of the class. Mrs. Walter George was the teacher, and meetings were held in the homes. In 1954
the meetings were changed from Thursday to Friday, and we have since met the second Friday of each
month at the church.

Over the years the class has contributed to many worthy causes and funds, and has organized and
carried out many projects. Some of them include: the planting of flowers around the church in 1965, the
outside bulletin board, the piano in the sanctuary, the painting of several rooms in the church, installing of
ceilings, the purchasing of chairs, and the decoration of the ladies room. Crawford Cameron taught the
class for several years, and Myrtle Harrington was the assistant. Now teaching is done by class members
taking turns. Throughout the years the class has continued to grow, with four of the original members
still active Florence Hanlin, Betty Revay, Betty Hurd, and Helen Call. The class has continued to work,
play, and pray together, and the hope is that at journey’s end God will say “Well done, good and Faithful
Servants.”

One of the most beloved groups of our past history was the Ladies Aid Society. The group started
in the early thirties, when they met in the homes of members. Later on they met in the church after the
back addition and basement were finished. These women were the financial and working backbone of the
Paris Church. They had chicken suppers (the first ones were held in the Grange Hall). Strawberry
festivals, garage sales, and 10 cent suppers were also held.

Our church was noted for its good cooks and pie bakers. In the very beginning, this group even
killed and cleaned the chickens, until a farmer and later a store supplied them. The Aid took on the
payment on the loan in the 1940°s for the back addition to the church. The loan payment was
$100/month, a big undertaking in those hard times.

The hard working and fun-loving character of these women encouraged the young and made them
feel wanted, needed, and important to the church. They made their own fun and laughter with style
shows, hat contests, come-as-you-are parties, skits, and plays.

Another group that meant much to many people in the past was Christian Endeavor. It was an
important part of many churches during the thirties and forties, when the Reverend Biddle was the pastor
at the Paris Church. The class members each took a turn teaching from the Christian Endeavor Quarterly
that was distributed regularly. The quarterly was similar to those used in many classes today. The topics
were taken from parts of the Bible and all joined in discussion of the lesson. Most anyone who went can
tell you that Christian Endeavor was where they learned a lot about the Bible, and they will always
cherish that. Today’s modern parallel to Christian Endeavor is called Youth Fellowship, or simply Youth
Groups.
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Clergy associated with church-to attend

burg, Ohjo. Mrs. Ron Choi will be the
soloist, singing "How Beautiful."

Other special guests of the day will
be individuals who grew up at Cove
Church and entered the ministry.

The year-long activities marking the
200th anniversary of Cove United Pres-
byterian. Chuorch in Weirton will culmi-
nate with a special ehurch service Sun-
day, when Price H. Gwynn I, modera-
ior of the General Assembly, will be
special guest speaker. He is the highest
official of the Presbyterian Church
(US4A) and an elder at the Sieele Creek
Presbyterian Church in Charlotie, N, C.

During the 11 am. worship service,
Gwymnn will extend greetings of the

resbyterian Church (USA) and will
make a presentation at the 1:30 pm.
program. He will be available for a 20
minule question and answer period.

The sermon, "Not As They Dol”
will be delivered by the Rev. Inn Soon
Choi, 2 former associate pastor at Cove
Church. Chioi is in his 14th year as pas-
tor of Parkview Presbyterian Church, a
400 member congregation in Reynolds-

Returning  favorite “sons of the

church will mclude the Rev. Robert”

Massh of First Presbyterian Church, St.
Mary’s County, California, Md.; the
Rev. Robert Brown, son of the late Dr.
G. Ousley Brown, (former pastor) and
assoclate pastor of Collingwood Presby-

terian Church, Wexford, Pa., the Rev.

Franklyn McHendry, retired 25-year
pastor of Clearwater-Largo Presbyterian
Church; and the Rev. Robert Gracey,
clergy member of the Upper Ohio Val-
ley Presbytery who supplies area pul-
piis.

Other special guests will include the

Rev. Richard Baker, executive Presby-
ter of the Presbytery of the Upper Ohio
Valley; Nancy Ludewig of Mingo Jung-
tion, moderator of the Upper Ohio Val-
ley; and John Contoveros, a seminary
student at Dallas Theological Seminary
and an affiliste member of Cove
Church.

The worship service will begin at 11
am. in the church sanctuary. A lnn-
cheon, program and reception will fol-
low in the church fellowship hail.

The year long celebration was ob-
served with several services and activi-
ties in combination with the sister
church in Paris. A day long service in
the mode of the early services was held
with attendees dressing in period cos-
tumes. It wgas the first time in 130
years the congreations joined together to
observe ﬂlCH' common foundauon



" Fellowship featured at day-

On Sunday, The Paris Presbyierian
Church in Pdris, Pa., will be celebrating
it§ 200th birthday during a day long ob-

" servance, N

The day will begin at 10 am. with a

fellowship hour hosted by the church’s

bicentennial commitiee. There will be -

no Sunday School classes

this week
- only. .

The special moming worship' ser- -

vice, with the Sacrament of Commu-
nion, willbeginat 11 am. ~

Special guests will include members
of 50 years and some of the former pas-
tors and interim pastors.

Preaching at the 11 am. worship ser-
vice will be former pastor, Dr. Elwin
Vanderland, of San Antonio, Tx, who
served -the Paris Church from 1984 to
1987. )

Immediately- following the moming
worship service there will be a catered
dinner served in the church fellowship

lowship of returning friends and present
members so there will be time following
dimmer to visit.-A few dinnbrs will be
available for last member atiendecs.

More information may be obtained
from the church office at (412) 72%-
3450.

.. During the past year, the congrega-
tion has been remembering its 200 years
of existence with several special events,
some: with the Cove Presbyterian
Church. Both Paris and Cove were
formed from the Three Springs Presby-
terian ‘Church which held its first wor-
ship service on the third Sunday of No-
vember 1790.

' The Paris Church moved 0 a site
near the state line a bit south of the vil-
lage of Paris. All manner of perils faced
the parishioners in the pioneer days, In-
dian attacks, cold, snow, animals and
listle money. However a small log cabin

long event

labor with the men and boys doing the
building. ,

According to a story handed dowm
through the ages, the stove was stocked.
with wood and kit to provide heat ome
cold and snowy Sunday. No one knows
for sure what happened but the roof of
the building caught fire during the ser-
vice. The men tried to put out the fire by
tossing snow on the roof, but there were
too few men and too much fire. The
boys were admonished to come and
help but, as the story is told,. they
danced around in glee thinking they
would not be pushed out of bed on cold
Sunday mornings if there was no church
to attend.

The church then moved to the build-
ing which now houses Progar-Nicola’s
Store which was built by the Secedor
congregation. It then moved io the
present site and has undergone many
additions and remodelings since occu-

hall. Emphasis was placed on the fel-

was built by donarions of supplies and

pying the present site.



| Presbyterlan churches mergmg to sta,r‘é: ﬂew era

By EMILY R.. EBERL!N
) Staff writer

. Two. churches, each with
‘more than 200 years of his-

tory, -scon will become. one- -
and begin a new era in area .

Presbyterian worship.

-~ - Sunday, Nov. 20, Florence
Presbyterian- Church - offi-

cially will merge with Paris
. Presbyterian Church to cre-
‘ate a.larger -congregation

that convenes :under: ‘one -

roof for weekly services.
Soon,  the 1786 .estab-

lished Florence Presbyter- -

ian Church, which now sits

on - Steubenville' Pike, will
cease to-exist as a place of -
worship. The church’s 45

- members will be added to
. Paris Presbyterian’s 225

regular attenders. Services

for the néw bedy of Chris-
‘tians ‘will, be-held at the
* Paris ~ 'church, = also. on
‘Steubenville Pﬂ(e.
- The Rev. Tina Hosler of
the Paris. " Presbyterian

Church said the members of

" the-Florence .body of wor-
shipers. decided it would be
best financially to become

part of the- Pans congrega-

fion.

“They were no- longer
‘able to afford a pastor.
Rather than closing, they
decided to merge with us to
keep their history,” Hosler
said of the Florence men-
bers. -
Florence Presbyterian
Church’s most recent minis-
_ fer, The Rev. Ernie Poland,
was' ordained recently and
now is leading a church in
" Keyser.

He served four years at
the . Florence church while
completmg semmary tram—
ing.

Before his departure

locally, Poland and Hosler

prayed together regularly
for the two cangreganons

 Emily R. Eberlin

SHUTTING ITS DOORS The Florence Presbyienan Church ho
longer will be a place of worship. The church is merging with the .
Paris Presbyterian Church soon. In the future,  however, the

provide. direction’ for the
churches’ futures.

Jean Roberts,. -who has
been a member of Florence
Presbyterian for 50 -years,
said the decision to merge

was not -an .easy. choice. fo

make but what God wanted.
Roberts and

Florence church, presently
are filled with mixed emo-
tions toéwards the closure of
their worship institution.

“The merger is a happy

yet sad occasion,” Lemmi
said.
" When she drives by the
vacant church in Florence,
Roberts tries not fo look at
the structure to avoid a feel-
ing of sorrow.

“Being able to. join this
church is uplifting, thongh,”
she said Thursday, whén she
and Lemmi met with Hosler
at the Paris church to dis-
cuss the upcoming merger
service.

Florence church may house a youth center for Burgettstown and
~Weirton area teenagers

" specifically that God would

Hosler asked Roberts
and’ Lemmi. to bring their-
church’s bannérs and other
items special to the congre-
gation' for dlsplay durmg',
the service. . . '

“We want then’ blstery te ,

.be part of ours now,” Hosler
- said.

A ‘Betty -
‘Lemmi, who grew up:in the

_ Florence Presbytenan
Church first began in -an
area known a3 King’s Creek;
which was three miles north’
of Florence. A documented
account of the chrich’s his-
tory said the first congrega-
tion met in a small building’
made of logs on the highest

‘point of elevation in Wash-
ington County, presumabiy

as protection from Indians.

In 1798, the church relo-
cated to a place called
Bricelands Crossroads and
was called Cross Roads
Presbyterian Church uptl-
the area was named  Flo-
rence.

The church’s meeting
house burned down in 1845
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Section 5: 225 years celebration — 1790 to 2015

Letter dated January 29, 2013 from Rev. Dr. Christina
Hosler, Pastor re vote on dismissal to ECO

Letter dated January 30, 2013 from Washington
Presbytery regarding dismissal

Welcome to ECO letter acknowledging that oﬁ June 1,
2013 we are officially an ECO congregation

Photos taken on ECO Sunday, June 2, 2013

Letter in the Bell Tower for one year anniversary
as an ECO congregation

Gathering Place Coffee Shop opened January 2013
Expansion and Additional Outreach — Cotter property
Paris Presbyterian Church (ECO) today — 2015

Summary by Rev. Dr. Christina (Tina) Hosler




Paris Presbyterian Church

Rev. Dr. Christina Hosler, Pastor

127 Steubenville Pike, Paris Church: 724-729-3450

Burgettstown, PA 15021 Manse: 724-729-3505
Fax: 9:00a.m.-3:00p.m. 724-729-3450

Janua:(y29 2013 S e

Dear Member of Paris Presbytenan CI wirch,

As you know, Paris Presbyterian Church has been in the process of discernment for over a year, listening for
God’s direction for our congregation. In 2010 the General Assembly voted to change the standards of
leadership for our denomination, and we have found the new standards to be inconsistent with the Word of God.
As aresult of these changes to the Book of Order, PPC has been considering other options for denominational
affiliation.

The option that is in line with our beliefs, values and theology is the Evangelical Covenant Order of
Presbyterians (ECO). This is a rather newly established Reformed denomination and they hold to a high
standard of living for ordained leadership. We have held a number of congregational informational meetings
and our officers have presented a Minute for Mission during our worship services to provide continued updates
during the process of discernment. An Elder has been in attendance at the ECO gatherings in Orlando,
Minneapolis and Colorado Springs. Three Elders Wﬂl attend the ECO gathenng that is bemg held in Orlando
on January 30—Febmary1 2013. :

As part of this process, the Session, Deacons and Transitional Team have met with the Washington Presbytery’s
Pastoral Response Team (PRT), consisting of Rev. Craig Kephart, Rev: Keith Homung, Ruling Elder Joe-
Jefferys and Ruling Elder Pat Cook. The PRT met with our officers at our annual officers’ training refreat in
December and two addifional mectings at PPC. They also attended our Annual Congregational Meeting on
Sunday, January 27, 2013.

As many churches are seeking dismissal from the PC(USA), the denomination is applying fiduciary.
requirements on congregations as part of the gracious separation policies. No congregation will be dismissed
from the PC(USA) without a fiduciary responsibility to their Presbytery. Since it is the general consensus of the
congregation to pursue dismissal to ECO, the Session has entered into the negotiating phase of this process.

In working with the Washington Presbytery’s Pastoral Response Team we have agreed on a propoesed formula
to calculate an amount to be paid to the Presbytery that would allow.us to be dismissed to ECO with our
property. Keep in mind that the formula changes depending on the outcome of our vote.” For example, if our
vote results in 90%- 100% in the affirmative to be dismissed to ECO, we are proposing payment of 10% of our
property assessment. If the vote is 85%-89% in the affirmative, the amount would be 15% of the property
assessment, and so on. Our property assessment for the 3 lots and buildings is a total of $117,178.00.
Assummg that our vote will be 90% or betier, the amount we would pay Presbytery is $11,717.80. Again, this
is a very generous offer on the part of the Presbytery PRT. Fhis is not final; it is sn’nply the beginning of the
negotiating process and must be presented to the Presbytery Council on February 12" and then brought before
the Presbytery for vote at the March meeting.

At this point in the process, it is the prayer of the leadership of PPC that everyone feels well-informed and ready
to move forward. Please plan to attend this important meeting to vote on dismissal to ECO on Sunday,
February 10th immediately following the 11:00 worship service. Only active members of PPC are eligible to
vote and the vote will be taken by ballot. If you have any question regarding membership, please contact Kelly
Ward or Audrey Shaw, who are on the Shepherding and Membership Team.



If you have any questions regarding ECO, PC(USA), the process, or any other questions at all, please do not
hesitate to contact me, an Elder, Deacon or a member of the Transitional Team. We want to make sure that all
voting members have a thorough understanding of the situation before registering their vote. May God tontinue

1o bless us as we move forward in this time of transition.

In His Service,
el
Rev. Dr. Christina Hosler, Pastor

pastor2paris@yahoo.com

cell: 412-908-1362

Transitional Team

Chair: Stephanie Visnic ~

svisfiic@conreastmet " -~ -~

Bea Jones bljones39@yahoo.com
Debbie Trump keb98_98@yahoo.com
Deb Peterson debjopeterson@gmail.com
Charlie Brooks nancyseik@comcast.net
Patty Noah pattynoah@yahoo.com
Bobby Jones mounty84@yahoo.com
Larry Smedley smeds@comcast.net
Richard Anderson kranderson@verizon.net
Kayla Grey kaygrey2013@yahoo.com
John Grey greyd267@hotmail.com
Session
Audrey Shaw jkshaw@yahoo.com
Barb LaPosta bjlaposta@yahoco.com
Bobby Jones mounty84@yahoo.com
Bea Jones - bljones39@yahoo.com
Brad Winwood bwinwood{@hotmail.com
- Charlotte Smedley . ___.__smeds(@comeastnet L e
" Don Wilson no email :
Jeff Trump” © jtrump@osmre.gov’
Karen Cowan karencowanm@comcast.net
Kelly Ward kward0142@comcast.net
Paul Gerard gerard2385(@hughes.net
Rob LaPosta rlaposta{@comcast.net
Deacons
Carol Chwala lips15021@yahoo.com Karen Anderson kranderson@verizon.net
Debbie Barto dbarto1952@comcast.net Marilyn Reed marilyn.f.reed@usps.gov
Carol Cassella carolcassella2@gmail.com Aggie Wiltrout allen. aggie@yahoo.com
Richard Anderson  kranderson@verizon.net

Barb Visnic barbvisnic@comeast.net



“u's WASHINGTON PRESBYTERY
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x; = The Rev. Craig A. Kephart Elder John A. Rodgers
o a J— ,;’3 Executive Presbyter Stated Clerk
(Usm craig.kephart@gmail.com john.rodgers.clerk(@omail.com
January 30, 2013

v

Dear Members of Paris Presbyterian Church,
Greetings to you in the name of our one Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

This letter arrives as you come toward an important vote in the life of Paris Presbytenan Church. You will
choose w‘\exher or ot you believé it is. God’s call for. Paris.Church to seek.dismissal from the Presbytenan )
Church {(USA), in order to serve Christ as a8 membér congregat;on of ECO—~ A Covenant Order of Evangel:cal
Presbyterians. For many weeks this has been a matter of prayer for your leaders and for us in'the Presbytery.
The understanding of the Pastoral Response Team — représentatives of Preshytery — is that youf leaders'_have_
concluded, before God, the healthiest option is for Paris Church to go. There really are no words to describe
the sadness with which | and the leaders of the Presbytery have received this news. We were hoping for a
different outcome. '

This letter, however, is not another pitch for you to stay.

There has been ample time for Presbytery’s representatives and your leaders to hear and be heard by each

other during the- discernmeént process. We from the presbytery would simply describe where the
denomination stands in a different light than how you see maiters. (And, in fact, we are not of one viewpoint

ourselves on many issues!) |

But we have heard the conviction at Paris that you will find a better fit with the ECO. And so we step back,
with respect, as you take this vote. Please know that should you decide it is God’s will for you to stay, we will
welcome this decision with joy.. Should you discern it is time to go, it will be with our blessing and our prayer
that you may thrive'in your ministries, for the glory of the Risen Christ.

WA
Before you take this vote, please know that we thank you for the most gracious hospitality extended by Rev.
Dr. Hosler and the leaders of Paris. Their diligent efforts have sought to make this process peaceable and
Christ-honoring at every stage. You are to be commended for engaging the theological and spiritual issues
and dimensions of separation, and for thoughtfully engaging PCUSA policy in comparison with your local
congregation’s shared beliefs. And, at the same time, your Pastor Tina has provided servant leadership as co-
chair of Presbytery’s ARISE 2.0 campaign and has chaired our Ecclesiastical Affairs Committee, helping also to
educate our presbyters about the new ECO denomination as it is “birthed.” You have all proven yourselves to
be genuine colleagues in Christ’s ministry. Thank you for all the ways your efforts have bless the Presbytery
over the long years of our journey together. You are crowned with good works {(Proverbs 14:14}.

Maiiing:‘ P.O. Box 146 Shipping: 89 Lively Rd,, Eighty Four, PA 15330
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- Paris Presbyterian Church
127 Steubenville Pike
* Burgettstown, PA 15021
724-729-3450
Rev. Dr. Christina Hosler

: Greetmgs Covenant Partners!

. Welcome to ECO: A Covenant Order of Eva:ngehcal Presbytenam As of June 1st, we are offi-
cially an ECO congregation.. I am so proud of all.of you for the careful and prayerful discernment that
you have done over the last 2 years. Itis very clear that this is Where God has called us to be. L

A ECOis mten’aonal about caﬂmg church members covenint pm’tners instead of members, because
we are pariners in ministry, and we have made a covenant to be accountable to one another. By calling
“people menbers, it tends to feel like we are joining a club or orgamzaﬁon rather than being a partof
- something bigger. We are partners in furthering the Kingdom of God pariners in making dlsc1p1es of
. Jesus Christ, w}uch is what the Great Commission calls us to do.

| The o’cher exciting value of ECO is their focus on outreach. We have already made great strldes
- seeking ways to serve the community. The Gathering Place was the first big step in meeting this
- challenge. Aswe move forward, we have changed Margie's job title to Director of Outreach and she ,
.- will be overseeing the Cutreach Ministry Team and directing our outreach activities (book signings,
, mat makmg for.the homeless, morning exercise program, and so much more).
- 1 chaﬂenge each of you to think of ways we can be of service and meet the needs of our commu:
' mty .I've had several people approach me lately with wonderful ideas: Heather McCloud is putting’
- - together d community youth program for the fall, Jessica Fowler is putting together a community
 young adult group that will meet at the end of June, we are trying to organize a PPC booth for the Bur
 gettstown Community Days, and theideas are coming in daily. I have been encouraging peopleto |
‘bring the ideas to mé and Margie with a Ministry Plan. A\Muustry Plan answers the questions: Who ?
What? When? Where? How?

I wanted to thank the Session, Deacons and Transitional Team for the many extra hours they
put in during our discernment process. I have been overwhekned by the way the Holy Spirit has bee;
working in your individual lives as well as the life of this congregation. The reason the Holy Spirit he
been evident is: 1) God is good! 2) You have been faithful. So, well done good and faithful servants!

May God continue to stretch us as he blesses us and remember: you can't receive a blessing

without being a blessing!

Rev. Tina









THE BELL
TOWER

‘ Paris Presbyterian Church
127 Steubenville Pike
Buzgetistown, PA 15021

Greetmgs Church Fanuly‘ .

_ Happy One Year Anmversary asan ECO Congregaﬁonf ECO continues to grow, with a cur-
rent membershlp o0f 130 congregations and 216. -pastors. The Great Lakes Presbytery, of which we
are members, has welcomed 4 new churches- thxs year and there are others awaiting dismiissal from
their PC(USA) Presbyxerles Not only is ECO growing, ‘but Paris Church is growing, both numeri-
cally and spmtua]ly ‘Wehave quite a few people whohave expressed an interest in becoming mem--
bers and we are ‘planning a conﬁrmahon class thls summer to Welcome our young members .

T am excited that our Bible studies ate gromna and that people are growing as a result of be-
ing in a Bible stidy or small group. As a result of becoming members of ECO, we have expanded
our vision and increased our outreach efforts. The mat-making ministry has increased and hasbeen -
extended outside of PA and WV. The Gathering Place activities have reached many people in our
~ community. Music groups have actually been calhng us and inquiring about being a part of our
summer concett series on Friday nights on the deck. Some of you have gotten involved in Work

‘v‘veanesaay, Lunch Bunch; the Daniel Plan, Children’s Church; or some of the other opportunities. I

encourage all of you, if you haven't already, to find a place to plug in. It takes every one of our
covenant pariners (members). to _do _what we ve»been called to do: go and make disciples of all na-
tons.. v s R - hdos

~ Aswe re;cnce in what God is domg here a’c Paris and in ECO, let us remember our brothers

~ and sisters in the PC(USA). First, continue to pray for those who are seeking dismissal and are be-

ing he_d back by their presbytenes Second, pray for all of the commissioners to the upcoming Gen- -
eral Assembly, which will be meei:mg ini Detroit, MI from June 14-21. At this meetmg, ﬂxere are 4

proposals regardmg mamage gomg to the assembly for vote Theyare as follows

"Seek to redeﬁne mamage by askmg GA o 1ssue an au‘ﬁxontahve mterpretaﬁon aﬂowmg
- PCUSA nﬁmsters to perferm and PCUSA property to host same-sex weddings..." (Item 10-
03,10-04) - , , .

“Seek to redefine marriage by amendmg the Book of Order 1o :replace man and vroman’ with
‘two people’...” {Item 10-01, 10-02)

“Seek to rescind the 1991 authoritative interpretation that pl'OhlbltS PCUSA pastors from per-
formlrg and sessions from allowing facilities to be used for same-sex weddings.” (Ttem 10-

06)
“Seek to create a task force to identify common ground and reconcﬁab’ie differences on same-sex
marriage.” (Item 10-07)
May God continue to bless us as we try our best to be faithful to His Holy Word.
In Christ, ’

=ev. Tina















