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STEEN

James Steen, born circa 1750 in Donegal County, Ireland, came to America
in the early 1770s and located near Philadelphia. He enlisted in the Revolutionary
War on 26 April 1776 and remained in the army until the end of the war, when
he married Margaret Reynolds, a Scotch-Irish lass also born in Ireland. After
the birth of three children, they migrated to Brooke County, Virginia, with
all of their belongings on a pack horse. Margaret, carrying the infant on her
lap, rode a second horse with the other two children, one on each side of her

saddle, secured in a strong leather strapping. James, carrying his rifle and
axe, walked the entire way.

They settled on Amspoker Ridge, where they constructed a crude house of
rough stones with holes in the walls for putting their guns through to shoot

at Indians should they be attacked. This served as a fort for the neighboring
families in the days of the Indian raids.

The foregoing information was given by one of their descendants who copied
it from the old Steen Bible.

James appears in the 1787 Virginia Tax List and also on the Brooke County
list of 1800. Very shortly after 1800, they moved just across the state line
to what is today ( 1998 ) Scott Hollow Road, Jefferson Township, WAshington
County, Pennsylvania. Here he patented 300 acres known as Pleasant Hill. He
lived the remainder of his life here where the rest of their children were
born, and here it was that he and Margaret died. They were the parents of
five sons and five daughters. James died between June of 1831 and March of
1833, Margaret having preceded him in death by a number of years. They are buried
in the Tent graveyard in unmarl:ed graves near the fence. James was one of the

founders of this Tent Presbyterian Seceder Church and is believed to have been
on its first board of elders.

BELOW IS THE STEEN HOUSE ON AMSPOKER RIDGE WHICH REPLACED THE FIRST STONE HOUSE




Robert Steen, eldest son of the pioneer, was born near Philadelphia
in 1784. He it was who came across the mountains as a small lad in his mother's
saddle bags. In Brooke County, he married Sarah Ellen Murchland. He died in
1864 and is buried at the Tent Seceder Church. [He and Sarah Ellen had a son
whom they named William Murchland Steen. This William M. married Sarah Cunningham
and to them were born eight children. David died at age one month, George
at three years and nine months, and Lewis at age six. These deaths took place
in 1856, 1857, and 1863, respectively. Their twin daughters, Elizabeth and
Ellen, died at ages 28 and 32 respectively. These five children are all buried
near their father and mother at the Tent. Their son, James, moved to
Urichsville, Ohio, and lived a very long life. Their son, Robert, known in
the Amspoker Ridge area as "Bob Steen", was a colorful character, seen riding
about the countryside on a mule. He lived to be 97 years of age. His obituary
is printed here for the edification of the readers. He is shown in the accompanying
picture with a neighbor, Amelia Wright Boles, sitting on the steps of the
Parkinson Boles house on Puntney RIdge.

Oldest Brooke
County Man Dies ™ sssor e s e

i Despite his years, Mr, Sloen con-
Jtinued very active until a few days:

Jire life, hie hud been active in the
Aiffairs of the disbrict for many
sruears, He was a progressive farmer
Jor many years and specialized in
‘the raising of [fine theep. :
R I & S {do CHe.was a member of the {Tent
i evolurionary >oldler | AU ::hm'cin. In polities he'wps a
i S 7 g, . { stuuneh  Dewmoeral, o
.__F“OLL..—\.\SLEE__\\. ‘ ‘_]'“'f‘ EG'. A oson of the late” Willlam rgi'trli'
Robert Steen, 17, oliest resident; Saral C fhahmn Steen, he sGid
ol Brooke Coumty, . Va., and a° SrralLuntihghmn Steen, -hd A

.Roberfoeen.9?, ;
Direct Descendant Of:

direct deseendant of a Hevolutian-
ary War  soldier, died Saturday
night, Jan, 25, 1947 at 11:57 o'clock
aL the home of Mr. and Mrs. Osenr
Freshmater, on the Follanshee-
Eldersville road.

i Mr, Sieen had resided with the
iFreshwater {finily for Ltive  past
‘four rears.

ihorn Jan, 22, 1850 on (herfarm Ju)
ibroovke County . purchased by, bis
‘ereat grandfather, a-dlevolutlonany .
soldier, in 1793, !

He wis the Jast survivor of a
family of eight children and leaves:
no immediate relatives,




William and Elizabeth Hail Mil

William M. and Saran Steen had a daughter, Fannie, in addition to the twins

who died in young womanhood. Fannie married Chalmers Miller.
Miller, was known as "Vitginia Billy"
Their daughter,

Her son, William .

or "Billy Miller". He married Elizabeth Hall.
Ruth, is pictured above with her H

_ laug all grandparents at the Steen farm.
This Miller family was the last of the descendants of pioneer James Steen to
the Brooke County Steen land on Amspoker Ridge.

own and occupy

T i b AL e o i o e el T

léf on the STeen Farm, Amspoker Ridge, Brooke County
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The pictures above are from an old Steen album. The writer believes they
are the twin daughters, Elizabeth and Ellen, of William Murchland Steen
and his wife, Sarah Cunningham Steen. Tho single picture is marked

" Steen twin ". The other simple said " Murchland-Steen". The observer
may decide for himself. Below is Ruth Miller and Hall grandparents.




From this same Robert STeen, the eldest child of the pioneer, descended
Hannah Cunningham who married John McCleary, and Robert who married Jane Ann
Scott. These two were children of Robert and Sarah Elllen's daughter, ELizabeth
who married George Cunningham. After the death of Jane Ann Scott Cunningham.
Robert married Ellen Lowthers, a Jefferson Township girl. To Jane Ann, he had
a son, Winfield Cunningham who was well known in the Eldersville area.

He qrd his second wife, Ellen, had no children, . )
The second son of tne pioncer Steens was Finley Steen who married Jane

Worstell and moved to Marietta, Ohio, where they raised a family of twelve
children. The third son, James STeen,Jr., born in Brooke County in 1791,
married Jane Kincaid. They remained on the old Brooke County farm with

his o lder brother, Robert and his family until 1838 when they moved to Logan
County, Ohio and raised their seven children there.

3

Of the five daughters of James and Margaret, SArah who married James
Lyons, and Esther who married William Lyons both raised large families in the
FLorence area of Hanover Township, Washington County, Pennsylvania. Both
of these girls had been born near Philadelphia and had come across the
mountains on their mother's horse. The daughter Nancy married John Lowthers
and moved to Harrison County, Ohio, where four children were born. Susanna

married Wilkes Bozman and moved to Morgan County, Ohio. The fifth daughter,
MArgaret died in young womanhood unmarried.

The two remaining sons, William and John, were born and raised on Scott
Hollow Road, Jefferson Township, remaining there all of their lives on their
father's Pleasant Hill patent.

PICTURED ABOVE: The STeen home on Scott Hollow Road, Pleasant Hill Patent.
This was the second house on the location, the first being log.



The ninth child of Pioneer James and
Margaret Reynolds Steen was William, born on Scott
lollow Road in 1801. Ile warried Francis Richardson,
who was born in Maryland and came to the Eldersville
area as a child. They were the parents of two sons
and five daughters. The elder son, James Reynolds
Steen died unmarried. The young:r son was William
Edward. He was, therefore, as the only surviving
male of this line, the only one who could have
carried on the name for William and Frances. But
such was not to be. Ife married Sarah V. Miller,
daughter ol George Miller of Jolferson Township,
but to them was born but one child, a daughter,
Milleretta Steen ( Etta). Lita married Robert
STewart and was the mother of Georgia Stewart and
Paul Stewart. Georgia married but had no children.
Paul married Marv Brady and to them were born
Robert, James, Jay, and Alma.

When William Edward Steen died in 1923,
he was the last of the Steen name in the Scott
Hollow Road area of Jefferson Township, and the
lagt of his family - his sister, Susannah Steen
Scott, having died in 1910. The other five of

his siblings were all gone by 1872. His obituary
appears below.
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] Eitye S i o “lancestors were among ihe ear
¢ JZ;}‘E‘QDI%IAM EDWARDS, STEEN." . Pioheers of ihis section. His gran

: T L Ry TG R B
e Wi iam - Edward: Steen;  one of || Inther, James Steen, born in Ir
PlJetfordon townshipg; hest Jnown ‘and | [ Jand was 2 soldier of the tevol
! pldest citiz’enss’aﬁ(}"ih his da¥y one of||tiony having enlisted m 1776, in
Jits most plogresdive’ ‘fariers, died I'ennsy}vama rifle regiment und
at-the home. of ‘his ‘daughter and||Col. Milea and served until the er
soninvlaw,. Mr. and. Mrs. Robert||0f the war. Shortly. afterward |
A, Stewart’ of Eldersville, Pa.,” on |{arried Miss Margaret Reynolds
Feb: 26, at 10 o'clock p._m., aged || Philadelphia and later they wit
nearly eighly one.years. Mr. Steen||three small children emigrated |
Jalthough rather feablo of late; was || this section, settling on a farm ar
able toiwalk to the post office on ||Jacent lo the state line In_Brook
|the 13th, but ~the day following, ?0!'"‘!'-"1..\3'?55 Virginia, This fan
Wednesday the 14th,: during the [{1S still.in the bossession of a grer
b| severew wind. which: prevailed, witiz s Standson, Robert Steen. In 180!
| Walking out in the barn yard At the ¢| James Steen came bver into Jeffe
JStewart’ hiome, he was, blown over, | son township, \IVnslnn‘gLon_ county
| striking the hard, frozen ground in4| U2, and bought 300 acres of Patent
{{Such a mfyner us. to receive jn-[|0d 1and which he proceeded to culli
juries from which 'he wns not: abled| Yate and improve, His grandson th
to recover. Mr.'Steen who was the j|18te W. E, Steen, spent his life o
last of 'his family, was the son of || this farm,” until’ ‘he relired Aron
{| William and:,sFrances | Richardson [{farm work a few years ago. His an
Steen and. was. born [April 16,1842 | cestors mode of traveling oub her
on-the:old Steen'homestead south of [|over the mountains  to their nev
Eldersyille)” His “mother ivas' born || home twas that*of the times: Thi
at Carrol's Manor, neay. Baltimore, J| Wile on horse hack with one chile
| Md., md eame from  Lhore Lo thi: fon her lip and the other two in o
‘| section’ whent she was n-small s el | f walleb thfown acrosg the saddle. I
| In 1886} the dcceased' was married || this way a child was carried on eacl
to Misst, Surali Vi-Miller who sur-|[Side of the horse.” The other horsc
vices hitr with Lhelr only child, Mrs. || w29 used to pack their goods, t:ll't
Etta Stewart. There ave also two || husband walking all the way, carry.
grand children, Mrs. * Georpia  Ste- || ing an ax and a rifle which he use
war of ;Wilkinsburg and Paul Ste- || t0 clea:_'éu \tvay iihzgtl:lt{;hi f;i“:e']‘;ﬂ'-:ﬁ:'[:
: N ille 7 ness and.to pro 1 :
Warb ofynear Lldersville. Mr, Steens family from thle Indians. Mr. Steen
wag buried in 'the Cross Creek. Vil-
LEFT: Very early shot lage -cemetery, . Wednesday, ' Feb
of Btta & ) 28th, funeral®services having beer
a oteen Stewart |condusted ab Llhe ‘Stewart home by
Rev. Say of Cross Creek, assisted
by Rev, Brown -of Bldersville.
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Pictured on the left is Susannah Steen,
daughter of William and Frances Richardson
Steen, and her husband, John Franklin Scott.
Franklin Scott was the son of Charles and
Margaret Cassidy Scott of Jefferson Township,
both [rom very carly Washington County
pioneer settlers.

Below are five of the six children of

Susannah Steen Scobb.  Deceased at the

time of the picture was her daughter, Tmma.
Back Row: TFannie and Laura.

Front Row: Wilbert, Blanche, and Elza.

They left no descendants.

Susannah's children were all well known in the
Eldersville arca.  They were staunch supporltLer,
ol the Bethel Methodist Church, where, with
the exception of Elza, the entire family

are interred. Wilbert was a brilliant
surveyor and most of the girls were teachers.
All were deeply interested in local history.
They were born on Scott Hollow Road, just

a short distapce from the birthplace of

their mother.

Elza Scott, the youngest of Susannah's
children was the greatest historian ever
produced by Jefferson Township. He was
self-educated and a professor of the
Fldersville Normal School. He was an
author, historian, and lecturer. Ie Founded
the Tri-State Historical Society, of which
he was president.




RIGHT: Karen Happuch ( Kit)

Steen and her husband, Campbell
Hunter. Karen was the fourth
daughter of William and Frances
Steen. She was born24 January
1837, on her grandfather's

farm on Scott Hollow Road.

She died at the birth of her
son, Reynolds Hunter, who

is pictured below. Her husband,
Campbell Hunter was the son

of Nathaniel and Catherine
Smith Hunter of HUnters ( later
Sanders) Mill on Cross Creek,
Brooke County.

The writer has been unable to
learn who raised Reynolds Hunter
after his mother's death. Both

of his grandmothers were also
dead, and he does not appear in
any of the census records examined.
Tradition has it that he married
and started west on his honeymoon,
but neither he nor his bride was
ever heard of again. It was believed
that they were two of the many
victims of the great Chicago Fire.
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RIGHT: Elizabeth Steen Sanders, i >
youngest child of William and f/
Frances Richardson Steen. She q i i

was born on the Pleasant Hills
tract of her grandfather, Pioneer
James STeen, on 22 February, 1846.
She married Byron Sanders of the
Sanders Mill family on Cross
Creek. FElizabeth died

22 August 1872 and is buried
along with her parents and five
of her siblings at Bethel.

Her father William Steen,

had much hardship in his life.
His two eldest daughters died

in 1837 in a typhoid epidemic

at the ages of five and ten.

His wife, Frances Richardson
Steen died 27 July 1861,

The following day, his eldest
son, Reynolds Steen, also died.
In 1868, his daughter Karen
Happuch, died, and in 1872,

his youngest, Elizabeth
(pictured). Little wonder

that 3 year after Elizabeth's
death, William also passed

avay. He willed his farm to

his remaining two children,
William Edward and Susannah
Scott.
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LEFT: Mapgie Hooker Sanders,

second wife of Byron Sanders, and her
stepdaughter, Annie Sanders Robinson.
Annie was the daughter of Elizabeth
Steen Sanders, pictured above.

Annie's grandfather, William STeen,
willed her 2/3 of what he termed
"The Pogue Farm" of 99 acres. The
other 1/3 he willed to his grandson,
Reynolds Hunter, son of his daughter
Karen Happach. Tt is believed that
both of his daughters,Elizabeth and
Karen Happuch, died at the birth of
their children.



The tenth and last child

of James and Margaret

Reynolds Steen was John
McComb Steen. He was born in 1805 on
the Pleasant Hill farm on Scott Hollow
Road, Jefferson Tovnship. He married
Jane Sharp. They were the parents of
four children. The eldest and only
son was Lysander Steen, pictured at
the right. He married Mary Dowdall
and to them were born two daughters:
Zoe who married James Moore, and
Ida Virginia whose picture and obituary
can be found on the next page.
It is hoped that the reader will
take the time to read Ida's obit,
since it certainly gives a birdseye
view of the roll of women in the
workforce during her lifetime. She
was a great credit to the Steen name.

Lysander tragically took his

own life on the farm in 1874, just
two days before his 34th birthday.
His little daughters , at the time,
were aged five and seven. It is
believed that his depression was the
result of the deaths of his parents
wvho died within a few months of each
other. After his death, his wife
took the girls and moved to Washington,
Pennsylvania, where she lived out her
life.

The other children of John and
Jane Steen were: an infant daughter who
died at the age of three months;

Mary Elizabeth ( pictured below

-on the left);and Sarah Melissa.
Neither Elizabeth nor Melissa

ever married. They died at
Bellefontaine, Ohio, within five
months of each other. After

the death of their brother, Lysander,
they left Pleasant Hill Farm

on Seott Mollow Road. Lysander

was the last male Steen from

the line of John and Jane Sharp
Steen. Thus it was that with the
death of William's son, William
Edward Steen in 1923, the Steen

name disappeared from Scott Hollow
and the Pleasant Hill farm of the
old soldier and pioneer, James Steen.

Lysander Steen, son of John & Jane'Sﬁgfﬁwétee
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ry Elizabeth Steen, daughter of John & Jane
Elizabeth Steen Sanders, daughter of William

( Their f

Ly
) & Frances Steen.
athers were hrothers?



With the death of William
Edward Steen on Scott Hollow

Road, the Steens of the
Pleasant 111l Tarm ended.
And with the death of Bob
Steen in Brooke County,

the result was the same with
the first settlement of
Pioneer James and his

little brood.

beautiful house which

The spacious

replaced the old stone one,
like the others on the hill
above Cross Creek, fell prey
The

spot where the house once

to the coal strippers.

stood is bareiy'accessible
even on foot. Just at the
edge of what was once a well-
kept lawn, a high wall marks
the beginnning of the end of
the world.

Steen place was

To the writer, the
just out the
road from Grandma's". Today, the
Cassidy place nexL door, the
Amspoker place on out the ridge,
and the home of the Steens, are
only memories in the minds of
those who remember what the world
was like before the bull dozer
did its thing. All is gone.

The old STeen place is no more!

nriginal force of the First Na-
tional Rank of JMeDonald when

BN it was opened for husiness June
" 15, 1802, The other two were Fd-
- ward MceDopzld, president, and
Q Graham 2. Campbhbell, cashier,
uf ‘NMiss Steen bezan and vonlinned:
) throuzh the years as assistanl
cashier. ' ;

i When Mizz Steen accepled the
‘position she was (he (irsl wom..
sE448 ian In the United Stales (o hold;
WG Ithe post of an assistant bank:
527133 cashier. :
4% . Retaining her home in Wash-'
-‘«{‘q ington, she travelled (o MeDon-
U ald for many years hy rail every!
“day, and later 1oomed there dur-
. .ing the weekdavs, returning here
over Lhé weekend. Althonsh she
had Lo change tralns nl Carnezie.
At is reported she never missed
la train or was lale for work.
It was during her early lenure at
{the bank in the lale '80s that Don-
jald’s oil sirike, the bizgest in
AVashinzton County, was at Its

il Miss Ida V. Steen, 143 South
1 College sireet, died unexpect-
edly yeszlerday alterncon, after

S . height,
?n“'fllle'”g“1151113‘,““}:2}“;4“3‘;‘_{3; Miss Steen was the oldest
e YU s member in point of continuous

was assistant cashier of
the First National Bank of Me-
Donald, reliring in 1946.

membership of the Washington-
County Chapler, Daughlers of the
.American Revohition. Her papers-
-1~ 5“'{ ifnr membership were approved

it 2

i

by the XNational Society in Jan-

i f‘a Eeen juary, 1898, The Washington

il X County Chapler was organized in’
January, 1802, and it was the.

|

. .ﬂ ithird DAR chapler formed in

L SQIS u es‘i y iPenns_\'l\'ania and the 27th in Lhei

|‘ ;United Stales, - )
1 Aller she resigned from the

Former CGShiEi‘ hank snd maved Lo Washington®
:she joined the Current Eients

At McDonald Bank IClub in 1847, and also was a

|
S s .
l Miss Ida V. Steen, 143 South ?;,eE?;I;:;é:lhi;:i:?\?mbmn Coun-l
jCollege street, widely known Ny ehe was a r;embe:r. ol the Fist
| Washinglon County and for more Presbyterian Church of Washi
than a hall a century assistant ot SERIRRE
.'v‘ashier ot the First  National Ske had been a member of (he
prank of Nehomald, died sUAden- o pihs Momanls Gint whil
ly yesterday. Her death occurred ﬁ'crking {here al:lri wag wﬂlE]!’l
:at 1:45 p. m. al Hillsview Sana-’ ; i T
tarliim, where she had heen re- ld&;;ri:igtt.hrcughout the Panhandle-
moved Wednesday evening. Miss J\““"i.SlPE < d
Steen suffered a stroke at her Wa:ﬁin:!nnnt:pn?isl 2 Eracuate of
thome that day and, as she llretll Sho alo ‘wag 'ﬁar'}ri "
alone, nelghbors made inquiries;lo work {n ihe “,',191. rsi wEman!
when they did not see her about. ‘U Covrihiouse: LHRBOL Couns,
Miss Steen was born In Jeffer- She Is survived by two nephewsi
.son Township Jan. 10, 1S69, a John B, Moore, of Brooklyn, N.!
jdaughter of Lysander and Mary Y., and Francis D. Moore, of
Dowdall Steen. - .Spartanshurg. S, C. !
For 54 and a hall vears Miss | :
Steen was emploved at the Me-
Donald Bank. resigning at the
close of 1%46. She was one of
three persons who composed the

SUTEEN — Friends of Misa Ida V.|

Steen, 143 South Colleze sireet. whni
died Deec. 10. 1954, wlIl he recalved
after noon Saturday at the Ritchle!
and Plalt Funeral Home whare fu-
. heral aervices will he held Mnanday,
i Dec. 13, at 2" p. n. in charge of
BRev. Arthur E. Freneh, Jr. pastor
_of.the First Presbyterian Church.
i__Burlal in Washington Cemetery,
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