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First log house built in Jefferson Township, Wash1ngton County, PA. 
Built by Pioneer Robert Mccready in 1785. Picture taken by A.D.White just 
prior to its demolition in 1975. 

Old Doddridge Fort, 
pioneer days. Ihe 
....l..-..~? -+ t-l-.,.... ...... 1 rl -F'r-. -r-t-

Haven from the Indians in the Cross Creek country in 
old graveyard stood nearby . Not a trace remains to this 

hnt- rvno ,.....,,.. t-T.Tn n-f t-hi:> n l rl t-nmhc:::rnnP .C::: m;:iv sti_ll be Seen . 
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The Second Greathouse Castle. 

At or near this location 
John and Elizabeth Clark Gardner 
went to house keeping. 
occupants prior to its 
were Gaylord and Helen 

Last 
demolition 
Weigmann Martin. 

The First Greathouse Castle. 
Ancestral Home of Gardner- Donovans. 
Site of present (1995 ) home of 
Alan Gould. 
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Robert Mccready Homestead. Pictured 
are Lorin and MArgretta Melvin Mccready, 
the last of the Mccready family to occupy it . 
The log part of the house was probably the first 
log house built in Jefferson Township . Pioneer 
Robert Mccready was its builder . In his journal 
he states that he built it not far from the Mingo Trail. 

~. 

THE THORLEY farm, as seen from the Melvin homestead . 
Area is stripped now. 



MELVIN HOMESTEAD in later years, stands above and 
across "Irish Ridge" from the old log house .• 

MELVIN HOMESTEAD, log house, on what was known as 
Irish Ridge. Clyde Melvin, who taught music in the one ­
ro om schools, was born here. 

When feelings ran high before and during the Civil War 
period, the occupant of the Melvin homestead was 
William Melvin . In retalliation against Mr. Melvin 
for his anti - slavery beliefs, his barn was destroyed 
by arson. The person responsible was later apprehended 



OHicers 

W. ELZA SCOTT, Presiden r, Steubenvi lle, Ohio 

R. E. CAMPBELL, Vice Presidenr, Holl idays Cove, W. Va. 

W. M. SIMPSON , Vice Pres idenr, Follansbee , W . Va. 

JOHN J. SCOTT, Secrerary, Steubenville, Ohio 
ETHEL CHARNOCK, Assr . Secrerary, Wellsburg, W. Va. 

VIRG INIA HERD, Assf. Secretary, Colliers, W. Va. 

F. E. WATSOl\I, Treasurer, Follansbee, W. Va. 

A. D. WHITE, Tour Director, Hickory, Pa. 

LOU IS JACOBS, Research, Wellsbu rg, W. Va. 

GEORG E LARRIMORE, Publicity, Wel lsburg, W. Va. 

CHARTER MEMBERS 

Mrs. 0. S. Snyder .. .. ... .. ... ... . Colliers, W. Va. 
F. E. Wotson ................... Follansbee, W. Va. 
A. D. White ........... .. ...... ...... ..... Hickory, Pa. 
Vern Martin ..... _ ..... .. .. Sfeubenville, Ohio 
Ethel Charnock .. .. .... ... .. ... Wellsburg. W. Va. 
Richard S. Fatig .. ... .... New Philodelphio, 0. 
Samuel Corter .. ........... ..... . Colliers, W. Vo. 
Albert Miller ..... . .. ...... Avello, Po. 
W. Elm Scott.. ... .. Steubenville, 0. 
Mrs. Flora A. Williams.. ... Wheeling, W. Va. 
Mrs. Zoe Stee n Moore .. .. _ Washington, Pa . 
'.)l iver L. Hood ... .. ...... ... ..... Steubenville, 0 
Catherine J. Olackovich ...... Colliers, W. Va. 
W. S. Scamohorn ...... Steubenville. 0. 
Mrs. Evo Dodds Cummins.. ........ Houston, Pa. 
Zed Simpson .... ... . ... .Follansbee, W. Vo. 
Lee V. Osburn .. Steubenville, 0. 
Nat han A. Porter .. . ...... .. Woshington, Po. 
Mrs. Medo Forester .. .. .... .. . Collie rs, W. Vo. 
IArs. W. El za Scott ... .. . _ ...... .Steubenville, 0 . 
Wilber Freshwoter ............. . Coll iers, W. Vo . 
He len A. McOride .... . .. .... . Steubenville , 0. 
Ko thryn Orown .... .Colliers, W. Vo. 
W. M. Simpson .... ...... ... .. Wel lsburg, W. Va. 
Alvina Downey ..... .. . .... ...... Steubenville, 0. 
Mrs. Virginia Herd .. ...... ... ... Col liers, W . Vo. 
Samuel Jacob.. .. .. ........ . Wellsburg, W . Vo. 
Wallace W. Gallaher ... .. .. ... Jacobsburg, 0. 
F. Herbert Wells .. .... New York ond C olliers 
Rose G. McCarroll. ......... ... .S teubenvil le , 0. 
George Groff... .. _ ..... ... .... Colliers, W. Vo. 
Mrs. Margaret C oates .. ..... . Colliers, W. Va. 
Randall L. Bu chanon ......... Steubenville, 0 . 
I so be Ila Turner .... .. .... ...... Steubenville, 0 . 
Mrs. Carl Goehring . .. .Steubenville, 0. 

Georg e Armstead ...... ..... . Follonsbee, W. Va. 
Mrs. Mary Wells Wolker. .. ... Stcubenville, 0. 
Geo. J. Oarthold ..... .. .... .... .... Steubenville , 0. 
Frank G. Thomas ..... . . .... ... .. Steubenville, 0 . 
Dermer S. Stout .. . _... .. ... Colliers, W. Va. 
James C. Mc Master ..... _ .. Steubenville, 0. 
J. W. McGinnis.. .. ... .. Wellsburg, W. Vo. 
Mildred M. Painter. ........ Independence, Po. 
Albert E. Curtis .. ... .. ....... .... .. . Steubenville, 0. 
Loui s Jac obs .... .......... .. ... Wellsburg , W . Vo . 
John F. Gilson .... .. .... _ ... ...... Steubenville, 0. 
Elmer Campbe ll. ..... Holl idays Cove, W . Vo. 
Mrs. Elmer Campbell Hollidoys Cove, W. Vo. 
Victor C . Oollenger.... .. ... Slcubenville, 0. 
Ethel Charnock... .. .... Wellsburg, W. Va. 
Jomes E. Oishop ...... .. . ... Steubenville, 0. 
Geo. S. Larrimore ...... .. ... Wellsburg, W. Vo. 
John J. Scott... .. .... .. ... .. ....... . Steubenvi lle, 0 . 
Alice Hun ter ... .. .... .. .. .. .. ... .. ... Col liers. W. Va. 
Wilber 0. Horris.. .... .... .. Short Creek, W. Va. 
Mrs. Fronk Engel. ... Hollidoys Cove, W . Vo. 
W. R. Albon .. . ......... .. ........ Steubenville, 0. 
Mrs. Fronk Moy ... .. .. .. ... . . Follansbee, W. Vo . 
Mr s. Anna J. Doughcrty ...... Steubenville, 0. 
Dorothy D. Dougherty ....... . Steubenvi ll e, 0. 
Wilbur Pattcrson .......... ... ... Follansbce, W. Vo . 
Mrs. Mina Freshwater. .. ... Colliers. W. Va. 
Oertho Simpson .. ... .. ........ .. Follansbee , W. Va . 
Maude 0 . Curtis .... .... .. Wcst Liberty, W. Vo. 
J . C. Melching .. ... ........... ... .. Colliers, W . Vo. 
Mrs. Anna J. Mechling ........ Colliers, W. Va . 
Herbert Troubert... ... .. ...... Wellsburg, W. Va. 
L. L. Carson ... ........ . .. ....... Wellsburg, W. Vo. 
C. K. Jocob .. . .... ... ........ Wel lsb urg, W. Va. 

Ii c. co o .. co., s1cuncuvq 1 r. u 
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TRI-STATE 

f-llSTORICAL SOCIETY 

Tf-11 RD ANN UAL 

PIONEER SUNDAY MEETING 

August 18, 1940 

Hao ON 

THE BERT WELLS FARM 

BROOKE COUNTY WEST VIRG INIA 



Program 

9:30 - Morning Song Service, Frank Engel, Leader. 

Mrs. Frank May, Pianist 

I 0:00- Sunday School, Adult Teacher, Prof. 0. F. H. Bert of 

Washington and Jefferson College. 

Juvenile Class, Director - Girls - Miss Mildred Painter, 

of Independence , Pa. 

Boys - Mr. John Koltz, Follansbee, West Virginia. 

I I :30 - Sermon, "Building of Character" - Prof. Irvin Green of 

Bethany College , West Virginia. 

12 - I :30 - Lunch and Socia l Period. 

I :30 - Bugle Ca ll for Assembly and W elcome Greeting, Bert 

Wells. 

I :40- Tribute to All Veterans of our Nations Severa l Wars. 

Revolution and War of 1812-Miss Dorothy D. Daugherty 

(High School Teacher, Steubenvi lle, Ohio .) 

Civil War - Veterans Present. 

Spanish American - Bert Wells , New York and Col liers, 

West Virginia. 

World and Foreign Wars - Ray H. Patterson , We lls­

burg, West Virginia., Disirict Commander of the 

American Legion. 

Program 

2 :00- U. S. Senator, Rush Holt, of West Virginia. 

Rev. Geo. U. Martin, Pastor of the ! st U. P. Church, 

Detroit, Michigan. 

Specia l groups to furnish the vocal and instrumenta l music 

· through the program are as follows: 

Mrs. Frank May, Follansbee , Pianist. 

Chorus - Director - Frank Engel, W eirton, W est Virginia. 

The Tri-State Hi storica l Society 's Female Quartette -

Virginia Herd, Anna Copenhaver, Margaret Coates, 

Kathryn Brown. 

Mrs. B. S. Snyder, Director 

The Follansbee Female Trio -

Arlene Kabish, Rose Buccalo, Barbara Mahan. 

A Group of the W eirton Steel Male Chorus. 

British Ex-Servi ce Volunteers - Kiltie Band, Steubenville, Ohio. 

The Herdman Brothers, String Orchestra, Steubenville ,Ohio. 

PLEASE DON'T FAIL TO REGISTER. WE WANT TO KNOW YOU. 

A Pleasant And Enjoyable Day To You All, and 

May " God Bless America." 
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PLACES OF INTEREST TO VISIT 
(Numbers reter to m:i.p.) 

1. Site of Mass.:icre of Logan's people. 

2. Poe's fight with Indians. 

3. Pioneer Orchards. 

<l Pioneer Iron Furnace. 

5. Pioneer Military torehouse. Supplies sent from 
here to aid Fort Henry. \'q eirton, ( immense steel 
mi ll. ) 

6. Pioneer Rail Road. 

7. Indian Grave (75 skeletons), (Destroyed and 
obliterated now.) 

S. Washington's camp and route across the Panhandle. 
Rendevous of two Pioneer Armies- (Gnadenhutten 
Massac re army), (Crawford's Expedition). 

9 . Pioneer Crossing (Cox 's Riffle.) 

10. Pioneer Shipping Center. Lottery River Wall. 

Dodridge's Home :md Burial Place, also Patrick Gass' 
Home. Chu rch built by Alexande r Campbell. Many 
Pioneer Graves. 

11. Bethany College. Historic home of Alexander 
Campbell. A beautiful drive. 

12. Site of Pioneer Orchards, Race Tracks. 
13. High Tension Electric Center of Ame rican Water 

Works Co. 

14. Historic Short Creek, Site of VanMet re fort, first 
Court House, Home of Famous McCullochs. Place 
where Major SJmuel McCulloch was shot by Indians. 

HISTORIC PLACES IN WHEELING 

Mouth of Creek where DeCeleron buried Leaden 
Plate-(1749). 

Site of fort Henry on Main Street, between 10th and 
11th Streets. 

Site of Ebenezer Zane's home, from which his sister 
Betty carried the powder to the fort during the second 
battle of Fort Henry--on Alley back of Stone and Thomas 
Store. 

Place of Major Samuel McCulloch's famous Leap at 
to p of Wheeling Hil l. 

Monument Place, Historic old Shepherd Fort and 
Home at Elm Grove. Also Pioneer Flour Mill still in 
use, Old Stone Tavern of National Pike days . 

Former State Capitol Building 
Historic Old Homesteads . 

CORNER OF MARKET AND SIXTEENTH STREETS 

This corner was purchased by the U. S. Government 
in 1855 and a building erected to be used as a Custom 
House and Post Office. Also used by Federal Courts 
during Civil War period. 

The Second Wheeling Convention ( 1861) held most 
of their sessions here. 

Arms and Ammunition were stored here. 



Places OJ Interest In and About 
Steubenville 

1. Site of Fort Steuben, between South High Street 
and Lake Erie _.\venue. 

2. Dr. Joseph Doddridge, pioneer preacher, 
physician, and historian, held church senices in 
the early 1790's, at foot of :\Iarket Street. 

3. Location and original main building of the 
famous old Steubenvi!le Female Seminary, the 
first ( i829) in the 1\'.orLl:mest Territory, and a 
noted educational center for oYer sixty years, 
on South High Street. 

4. Birthplace of Edwin i\1. Stanton (famous at­
torney and Lincoln 's Secretary of \Yar at 526 
Market Street. His other homes on :>:" orth 
Third Street. 

5. Site of pioneer United States Public Land 
Office, ( 180 i) managed by the same man, 
David Hoge, during its entire existence, or over 
forty years. 120 Korth Third Street. 

6. Site of Bezaleel Well's beautiiul home and 
grounds, Corner South and Third Streets. 

7. The scenic drives and views in the beautiful 
Union Cemetery, 1720 West ?IIarket Street. 

8. The magnificent drive over Sunset Boule\"ard, 
to either Richmond or Cadiz. :>:"o more beautiful 
sunsets can be seen in the entire region. 

9. :\lingo, site of Indian village and place of many 
early historical events, among which \\as Geo. 
\Vashin!<ton's visit in 17i0. Three miles south 
of Steubenville over Ohio RiYer Route :>:"o. 7. 

10. Historic Yellow Creek, 16 miles up the Ohio, 
over Ohio River Route :!\o. 7. Site of Indian 
Chief Logan's home and pioneer embarking 
point of Indian raiders and Colonial _.\rmies. 

11 . Abraham Lincoln, enroute to be inaugurated as 
President in 1860, addressed a vast throng at 
foot of Market Street. 

GREAT SEAL. OF OHIO 

Compiled and Arranged by W. Elza Scott. 
All rights reserved. 

k C . :.,::::>,::CC., ST[ l,; !l[lo(VJU.C.. O, 

Tips and Trips 

for 

Tourists 

In and Around 

Steubenville 
Founded 1797 Incorporated 1805 

BEZALEEL W ELLS 
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This old brick house, 
bu i 1 t by Major William 
Lee in 1838, was the "man­
sion house" on the Lee 

Farm and the home of thE 
family for many years. 

Cross Creek Village Area 

One of the first elders of the 

Three Springs Presbyterian Church 

and the grandfather of 

William McMillan Lee. 

OCT !D58 

Home of the Lees in 
Hollidays Cove - William McMillan Lee 

and his wife Caroline Patterson Lee 
and their children who included 
Caroline and Venie. 

Caroline and Venia Lee 

Daughters of William McMillan Lee 

and Caroline Patterson Lee. 

Both were missionaries in China. 
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First stone house in the Weirton area. Iluilt in the 1790's. 

Home of William Griffith. Demolished to build Weir High Stadium . 



Griffith House 



Richard Wells Stone House - Avella, PA 

Buil t in 1818, possibly by slave labor . Picture taken 1926 . 

House razed 1950's. 

Richard was the son of Pioneer Alexander Hells, the earliest 

se t tler in the Cross Creek Count ry . 

Another son of Alexander , Bazaleel Wells, Kas the founder of 

Steubenville, Ohio . Bazaleel' s first wife, Rebecca Resteau, 

died at the birth of her second child and is buried beside 

this stone house in the Wells Burial Ground . His second 

\..""ife ••as Sarah Griffith who bor e him eleven children . 

Mary Donaldson Sinclair 
1862 - 1940 

Keeper of the Records 
of Steubenville, Ohio 

and the surrounding 
area of Jeffer son CountY. 
Genealogist and historian, 
_frs . Sinclair was one of 

the .::;reatest "Keeper of 
the Records" of all time . 



Taken in 1988 at Kidd's Mill. 
A.D.White, age 94 is speaking 
about the history of the area 
to the crowd of visitors at the 
annual Kidd's Mill Walk. 

KIDD'S MILL 



The Saga of Kidd's Mill 
By A.O. White 

Among the wild, secluded spots of J efferson Township 
of the present day, none is more secluded or more wild 
and beautiful than the site of t he old grist and sawmill 
knohn for years as Kidd's Mill. The location is near the 
junction of the two branches of Scott's Run in southwes ­
tern Jeffers.on Tovmship and near the West Virginia line. 
Near here once could have been seen a declivity known as 
Hiskus Jump, the story ~f which comes to us from Pioneer 
times that a man by the name of Ifiskus was being closely 
pressed in a chase by Indians. When the red men were so 
close on him that lie f~lt that capture was certain, .he de ­
cided that · he would rather leap over the cliff and risk 
death in that manner than to be captured by the Indians. 
He made his escape by jumping over the cliff, which he 
did safely, then concealed himself in a small cave which 
he found in a large rock on the other side of the creek. 

When one visits the spot today, it is difficult to 
imagine that here at one time was a center of much ac~ 
tivity. All that one sees today is Scott's Run flowing 
swiftly at this point, through a steep- walled valley 
\vhose sides on an early spring day are covered with white 
flowered trillium and other wild flowers iri abundance, · 
and over- hanging from the steep banks of the stream are 
many pine trees. The only sign of human progress in evi-. 
dence is a very idle ral.lroad trestle spanning the creek 
and a little fa'rther upstream the ruins of the old mill. 
While this was once a flourishing crossroads corrununi ty, 
today one sees only the scars of the roads which once 
converged here, there being no road on which one might 
use a wheeled vehicle withiri a half mile or more of the 
old mill site. 

A mill was first established at this point by Charles 
Scott, an Irishman, who was an early settler here. This 
man, known as Charley at the Mill, to distinguish him 
from another Charles Scott, Charley on the Hill, was in­
strumental in assisting many of his friends in locating 
near him. When an Irish acquaintance of 11 Charley at the 
Mill arrived ; he always looked up Charley Scott who 
helped him get his bearings in the location of a good 
tract of land. 



The mill was maintained here by this Charles Scott 
and his son, who sold the tract to Samuel Cresswell, who 
built a larger mill in 1852 ari.d c o nducted its opera Lion 
un til he sold it in 1855 to Thomas Weaver who appears t o 
have continued as Oh'ller and operator until 1865 when he 
deeded the property to David A. Benjamin who was Trt.:.stee 
for an eastern syndicate who .drilled a well to a depth 
of eight hundred feet. This proved unsuccessful and the 
Mill property was sold on March 30, 1868 to Nathaniel 
Gillespie who, with his son, James, conducted the mill 
until March 1, 1878 when it was transferred to G. Chalmers 
Miller. At this time the mill was known as the Pine Grove 
Grist and Sawmill, this name belonging also to the Pres­
byterian Church which stood on the hillside just a short 
distance from the mill. 

In 1885, Chalmers Miller deeded the mill property to 
Eliza Kidd, and thenceforth the mill was known as Kidd's 
Mill. Eliza Jane Stewart Kidd was .a daughter of Hobert 
Stewart, of Jefferson Township. She was married prior to 
1850 to David Kidd, a native of Ireland. After their 
marriage this couple moved to Guernsey .County, Ohio, where 

· Kidd's ·death occurred in 1868~ The widow.and ·her six 
children returned to Jefferson Township and she soon 
undertook with the help of her fifteen year old son, Rob­
ert, the purchase of a farm of 108 acres near Eldersville. 
In addition to purchasing the farm at Eldersville, the 
Kidd famiiy purchased the mill as above stated, and Rob­
ert Kidd·managed the operation of t he mill during the 
rest of its period of existence. 

In its early days this was a water mill, but steam 
was eventually introduced. Some time after the intro­
duction of the use of steam, a terrible tragedy occurred 
at the mill on August 8, 1882, when the boiler exploded, 
tearing a gaping hole in the side of the mill as it blew 
up then flying out through the air, struck the steep 
bank across the creek and rolled back onto the level 
ground. In this accident, the miller, Tom Bavington, was 
killed, and his helper, James Phillips, was critically 
injured and died soon afterwards. Mr. Elza Scott, then 
a small boy, was out with his mother picking berries 
nearby on that fateful day. Suddenly a horseman appeared 
riding up the 11 Run 11 Road toward Eldersville. This man, 
John IL Murchland, saw the Scott's and called out, "The 
Mill's blown up and killed Tom Bavington, 11 and then rode 



on furiously to Eldersville to secure medical help from 
the village physician, Dr. J.F. Mccarrell . Elza Scott 
and his mother rushed home and the boy was dispatched to 
the homes of neighbors to tell them of the tragedy. ' ·' 

Kidd' s Mill continued to .operate until shortly ·after 
the turn of the century when it was closed down. At 
this place, Mrs. Agnes Murchland, sister of Robert Kidd, 
served as Postmistress _at the- B011croft Post Office and 
al so, for a period -of ten or twelve years, conducted a 
summer resort hotel for working girls from Pittsburgh 
who came here for two- h'eeks vacations. The Post Office 
l1ere was discontinued upon the installation of the rural 
free delivery of mail. 
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Alvin White: 
A Teacher Reminisces 



A tribute to Alvin D. White from a for111er stt1dent 
By Sonya Jason 
For The Enterprise 

(Editor's note: Sonya Jason re­
sicles in Woodland Hills, Calif. She 
was written hundreds of articles in 
books and magazines across the 
rnuntry and has appeared on radio 
and TV. Several of her writings 
have been published in this news­
paper.) 

/\s I write this, a house guest sits 
before the television absorbed in 
the latest bit of courtroom drama 
in the O.J. Simpson case. Simpson 
is widely heralded as a hero and his 
name merits national, if not inter­
national, attention. But in the end, 
what will it matter to millions of 
avid viewers? Did his life really im­
pact us in any meaningful way? 

I am at the opposite end of the 
house with mind filled with memor­
ies of one man I feel truly was a 
hero as I mourn his passing. The 
name of Alvin White will bring no 
major headlines, no histrionics, 
only private grief to his family, 
friends and hundreds of former 
students whose lives he touched or 
enriched. That legacy will spread 
out into the taproots of future gen­
erations. 

Right now I feel a sense of frus­
tration that our cheering him on 
clid not help him to reach his lOOth 
birthday this coming Nov. 10. That 
touchdown triumph over Time we 
wanted so much to celebrate with 
h; !ll was not to be. 

My thoughts go back over dec­
ades to that first school day when 
I, as a frightened child, looked up . 
into the twinkling blue eyes of this 
school principal. A flash of affec­
tion , a soft touch on the arm from 
what to me was a towering giant 
bu t actually a moderately tall man, 
was reassuring. And it has been 
that way ever sinc:e. 

Scenes flash back of the times 
he visited our home in a coal min­

: ~1 g ,natch to bring books, or simply 
1 o toJ1ch base with our parents. To 
them ,. unlettered eastern European 
immi~~rants, the visits brought a 
fec l!:i g of awkward humility at 
what they perceived as inequality 
but an awe and fierce loyalty to one 
they considered a strong ally with 
learning and authority. 

I recalled him taking several of 
us fourth- and fifth-graders to an 
opton:et rist for eye examinations. 
Who paid for those glasses was 
never divulged and I never knew. It 
may well have come out of White's 
own pocket but with ten children of 
hi~ own, and on the small salary he 
received, that would have taken 
some doing. 

Somehow he perceived prob-

lems in the lives of eventually hun­
dreds who became his students 
over a long and busy teaching/ad­
ministrative ca reer. Unobtrusively 
he helped where he could . Ar­
rangements for free bus transpor­
tation to the high school for this or 
that aspiring student, a job clean­
ing the classrooms for the oldest 
son of a widow, new shoes for those 
whose were threadbare. But above 
all, was the careful monitoring of 
our education. There was a sensi­
tive understanding of how difficult 
it is for first generation children of 
immigrants to bridge that gap be­
tween two cultures and he strove to 
meet that need. 

The ·teachers he worked with 
and h-elped select were 
incomparable; Mrs. Ryan, Ms. Post, 
Ms. Pirih, Ms. Rusbasson, others, 
shared his gift of empathy. By the 
light of their lives, rather than lec­
tures or words, we chose to become 
Americans because we wanted to 
emulate them. They turned a four­
room school into a memorable 
shrine. I know of no other grammar 
school that has held reunions for 49 
years after the rural school closed 
and to which people travel from 
distant parts to attend. The latest 
one was at St. John's Church in 
Avella in 1993. 

A few years ago about 300 at­
tended a banquet held in honor of 
White's 96th birthday. There were 
many personal accounts of his in­
fluence on lives told with tears and 
laughter. 

He told me not long ago that he 
never dreamed his first job as a 
teacher would lead to such a long 
career in education. After retire­
ment, his wife Laura and he 
traveled and visited their family in 
far flung places. And he wrote and 
published fascinating accounts of 
the history of the small towns 
around their home town of 
Hickory, the mining camps, 
churches and people who came and 
went. Expectedly he played a focal 
part in organizing the historical so­
ciety of Hickory. 

On one of my visits with him 
about two years ago he received 
another one of the frequent phone 
calls he gets from former students. 
This one was seeking information 
about his family roo ts. With no hes­
itation White was able to answer 
questions, remembering the entire 
family from decades past, and to 
offer suggestions on how to pro­
ceed in digging further into gen­
ealogy and to exchange good 
wishes. I was awed that anyone of 
97 years of age could have such 
total and detailed recall and won­
dered what his secret was. 

Now in refle<:ling on the con­
tinued service and e ncouragement 
he poured out even in his latest 
years, I believe that if"where is any 
secret is, is that or love . He came to 
love his work as educ:alor, re­
searcher, in formal counselor a nd 
all those who came his way. 

Some years ago as my husband 
and I drove away one rainy arter­
noon from a delightful visit with 
White and his wife Laura, my hus ­
band commented thoughtfully, 
"What a fruitful lif"e." And then he 
said he wished there was some way 
science could preserve all the 
knowledge and wisdom such a per­
son has stored in his mind. "He's a 
human library," he summed it up. 

An article of mine once ap­
peared in The Enterprise compar­
ing Alvin White to the fic:tional 
character Mr. Chips, the hero­
teacher in an English boys ' school. 
I called While "Our Own Mr. 
Chips." But the tribute was per­
haps premature then . It no longer 
is. 

I feel it is fitting that this hero 
in education, a man who was patri­
otic with no ostentation, and who 
L.mght us to value the uniqueness 
of the United Slates, died on the 
4th of July. 

As many of his former students 
gathered with family and friends to 
celebrate this holiday, the life or 
Alvin White, lived quietly and \\dth 
great dignity, came to an end .. the 
same way. 

I look out over the San 
Fernando Valley where I have 
lived for 30 years, but my heart 
wings its way lo the small town of 
Hickory to share in the Ween sense 
of loss that co mmunity feels. · 

Never again will he encourage 
me with my writing achievements. 
Nor to be there lo offer solace at 
another of life's in ev itab le b·ur­
dens. I am left with the poignant 
reminder of the wise counsel he 
gave me after the untimely passing 
of"my sister Eva and brother Ad am. 

"Look Lo what you have left," he 
said gently. " Always look to wh a t 
you have left. " 

With that remembrance, il 
seems that his unquenchable spirit 
is reaching out to us. Bec:ause, 
truly, what I and countl ess othl;'rs 
who knew A lvin White are left with 
are .those places in the heart, mind 
and spirit he touched. And those 
nothing can destroy, n ot even 
death. 

God speed you Lo your eternal 
destiny, dear teacher, friend , men­
tor. May you rest easy. And may we 
meet again in some higher c:lass­
room of learning and loving. 
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Neglect of. o~d cem terieS 
not just issue o t day 
Noted local historian, A.D. White, expressed his concern 17 
years ago in message to public during nation's bicente1u1ial 

(Editor's Note: This article was 
submitted by June Grossman, a 
member of the Graveyard Commit­
tee of the Fort Vance Historical 
Society. It is being published in the 
public interest.) · 

,. Last summer I drove to the-top 
· of the hill overlooking ·the little 

town of Burgettstown in Washing­
ton County, Pa., settled perhaps 
two centuries ago by the Sebastian 
Burgetts and other .early families 

: whose descendants have, for the 
most p~rt, departed from the area. 
There on the summit, totally lost 
from view by the dense growth of 
trees, underbrush and weeds, stood 
two ancient burial grounds, the 
Pr~sbyterian ·and United Presby­
terian graveyards. Both were in a 
state of abandonment and total 
neglect. Had I not known they were 
there, there would have been ab­
solutely no way I would have no­
ticed them in passing by'; for even 
the tallest of the monuments was -
obscured by tl)e excessive growth 
of a number of years duration. 

· Not long thereafter, the issue of 
this neglect was discussed at gath­
erings of the Cemetery Committee 
of the Fort Vance Historical So­
ciety, a group of persons interested 
in _preserving these old burial plots 
and recording their inscriptions. 
Concern for this · problem must 
have been quite widespread for by 
November one of the area's . best 
citizens arid helping hands, Jerry 
.Stiffier, entertained a plea for as­
sistance in clearing these grounds 
of their· heavy growth. · · 

Led by this civic-minded, hard­
working man, a gallant attempt.was 
made at performing this almost in­
su~mountable task. Prior to the ap­
pomted day for work, Mr. Stiffier, 
working alone, had already . 
amassed 77 man-hours on his own 
using for the most part, his ow~ 
equipment. He later credited a few 
other persons for some assistance 
which was given him, but the bulk 
of the effort and expense was Mr. 
~tiffi<>r'~ .• 

A drive today to the location at 
the top of Pittsburgh Street would 
find quite a different picture than 
that which I encountered last sum­
mer. A most commendable showing 
in . the clearing operation now 
greets the traveler, and once again 
it is possible to visit the graves of 
the early pioneers whose final rest­
ing place is one o( these two old 
cemeteries. · 

. ·The sad part of this story is that · 
after all of this thankless donation '. 
of time, · work and expense, . Mr. 
Stiffier received . a dishear1ening • 
letter of condemnation from one of 

· th~ churches which claims one of 
the burial grounds. The letter from 
their attorney reprimanded him · 
for infringing on their jurisdiction 

· and opening them to possible law 
~uits from persons who could poss­
ibly · have been injured in the 
cleaning-up operatfon. 

· Mr. Stiffier, whose record for 

community service · and labors of 
love speaks for itself, was crushed. 
He published a letter in The Enter­
prise in which he stated his inten­
tio~s of NEVER again .performing· 
a smgle hour of service to this com­
munity. We of the Cemetery Com­
mittee are in complete sympathy 
with his views. We understand the 
concern of the church board in its 
fears of litigation inasmuch as this 
seem~ to be 'the gro\\'.ing trend in' 
todays world. But we· feel strongly 
that some other action could have ·, 
been taken rather than to discour­
age and discredit the efforts of this 
sincere civic-minded individual. . · 

The Burgettstown community is 
n?t large enough to thoughtlessly 

- discourage a single citizen who has 
the community's welfare at heart. 
We of the Cemetery Committee 
wish is to be publicly known that 
both individually and collectively 
we offer our thanks to Mr. Stiffler 
for his work and his interest- in 
these old burial grounds. . ~ . ·. ; 

At this point in time we hope 
that Mr. Stiffier will step back from 

· the situation and view it in the long 
run, for as will be seen, he is but 
one link in a long chain of persons . 
who have mentally anguished over 
this issue. 

.Very recently, while perusing . 
material from the files of Mr~ A'.. D. 

· White, historian, I came across the 
following. On September 10,' 1910," 
the Burgettstown Herald , forerun-

. ·ner of The Enterprise, published a 
plea for help iri putting the old 
Presbyterian graveyards in repair. 
Personal letters were sent to all 

· relatives of persons buried there 
fol"- whom addresses could be 
found. Donations were solicited at 
the Burgettstown Fair and articles . 
appeared in the town newspaper, 
asking for donations to "help lift it 
from its present disgraceful condi­
tion." 

That call for help was answered 
through· liberal contributions of 
money and labor by two interested 
groups of persons - first, ·the de­
scendants of those pioneers whose 
earthly remains were herein in-

. terred, and second, con'cerned hu- ' 
man beings dedicated to preserv­
ing all ancient burial grounds. But 
-the funds raised for this purpose 
back in 1910 were soon depleted. · 

The years went by and once 
again these cemeteries fell into a 
state · of total neglect. For a time, 
some of the descendants of those 
buried therein would appear at 
Memorial Day and clear away the 
growth from the graves of their 

loved ones. But finally even this 
effort seemed to vanish. All that 
was left in the way of concern were 
the yearly ramblings of Mr. White 
as he trampled through the under­
brush in search of tombstone in­
scriptions to help some person 
whose family tree he was research­
ing. 



Mr. White made numerous ap­
peals to both Hillcrest and 
Westminster Churches to do some­
thing about the state of these old · 
grounds. But. all of his efforts were 
to no avail. Eventually, he then un­
dertook to solve a part of this prob­
lem singlehandedly. Like Mr. 
Stiffler today, Mr. White knew that 
if anything is going to be done, one 
must do it himself. · 

Thus it was that he undertook 
the gigantic task of recording for 
posterity the inscriptions on every 
tombstone in each of these burial 
grounds. One must of necessity go 
in p~rson and walk over these two 
areas for oneself to even begin to 
appreciate the work involved. · 
· .. By 1984 Mr. White felt that'his 

work was as complete · as he was 
able to make it in view of the fact 
that many stones were illegible, 
sunken forever into the ground or 
had been removed by some 

. thoughtless or mischievous person 
to some inaccessible location. Not 

. content, however, with these re­
cords carved into the granite, mar­
ble and sandstone markers, Mr. 

. White consulted for hours the 
meticulously kept records of four. 

. generations of the Lee family in the 
funeral business. These records ' 
were graciously loaned to him by 
one 'of the present owners of the. 
Lee and Martin Funeral Home, 

· Thomas Lee. From them he was 
able to glean names of persons 
whose graves were no longer 
marked but whose remains rest in 
.these cemeteries. 

Another source of information 
.was the necrology kept for a time in 

· the late 1800's by William Melvin. 
After compiling the records into a 
readable form, Mr. White engaged 
the Fort Vance Historical Society, 
then under the capable leadership 
of Katherine Pyle, in publishing 
this work of many years. The fin­
ished compilation was so well re­
ceived that a second printing wa.s.~ 

", done in 1985. · · · · 
· Prior to the printing of this valu­

able recon;l., Mr. White had been 
· sowing seeds among the com­
•· munity attempting to arouse some 
concern for the care of old burial 

. places. In 1976 when this nation 
engaged in a gigantic Bicentennial 
Celebration, it was no surprise that 
Mr. White was the one chosen to 
represent the great thinking of this 
communi_ty by being asked by The 

Enterprise to write a dissertation .·. 
for the Enterprise Bicentennial ·~ 
Edition. When presented with the · 
subject, "What does the future hold 
for this area?" Mr. White gave a 
rather surprising response. He in~ 
dicated that rather than address 
the issues of the future , his leaning 
had always been toward the history 
of the past. Thus it was that on the 
200th anniversary of the birth of 
the nation,' Mr. White penned what 
is probably the most eloquent dis­
cour$e of his long and brilliant ca­
reer as a historian an.ct writer. 

It has been said that the real test 
of a writer's worth ·is the applica­
tion of that writing to life through­
out -the ages; Inasmuch· as Mr. 
White's message of 1976 would 
have addressed this issue back in 
1910 and is as apropos today as it 
was 1'7 years ago when he penned 
it, we present it here in its entirety: 

"You asked. me to write sorrie­
thin'g commenting on 'What does 
the future hold for this area in this, 

: the Bi-Centennial Year of our · 
,. country?' What I am more con-· 

-;~ cerned about is this: What is going · 
to happen to our valued landmarks · 
over the years ahead? · 

"This part of our county is espe­
cially rich in places connected with 
the 200 years of our country. Many 
places can still be identified with 
our historic past. We have, in some 
cases, made feeble efforts to seek . 

. ·out and visit these places. We have, 
in some cases, written something 
about them, which ·is a commend­

.· able: thing to do: A few of our his­
; toric old · b'uildings have been 
·. snatched from the greedy hands of 
· progress and ha ye been restored to 
. a :' r~spectable original condition, 
. and ·to,· at least, a semqlance of' 
·" their< former , usefulness. · Almo~t -

everybody is willing to 'take a look' 
at" these historic places, or to read 

-a well-phrased description. ~ut 
' what are we doing about the pres- . 
ervation of these spots for the en-
joyment and use for those who 

, come after us in the next 200 years? 
'(Or is that worth thinking about?) 
. , · "One of the .best known of our 
early' residents · here was Col. 
Joseph Vance, for .whom our local ; 

. ·Historical .Society is named. He. ~ 
·came here in 1772. The exact loca- -

.. tion' of his first settlement was ilof'" 
· known until the accidentai discov- . 
. ery, of a paper containing his signa- : 
ture and in w~i~h he pin-pointed 

the location of his 'cabin in the 
woods' as being on former · 
Stephenson lands one and one-half 
miles south of Atlasburg just off 

. present Route 18. His old cabin, 
past which I have walked on many 
occasions without knowing of its 
significance, is now in ruins,. · .. · 
. · ""On .the farm where, in 1744; 

Col. · Vance built his histo'ric' 
Vance's Fort, nothing remains ex­
cept a simple plaque placed there · 
some years ago by our Junior His­
torians of Burgettstown Area High 

. School. Even the exact location is 
in question. We tried some years 
ago to find the location of old Fort . 
Dillo. It appeared. that the site had 
been eovered over by a spoil bank 
made by a modern coal-stripping 
operation. · 

"In Burgettstown, the Burgett 
House and Fort are entirely gone, 
and the '. old · Mill too. And the 
Burgett Burial Ground wherein 
reposes the dust .of early members 
of that family, ·and the bodies Qf six 
or eight of our .heroes who fought 
for us in the American Revolution, 
even that s·acred spot has been des­
ecrated . by the removal of every 
gravestone. Nothing marks 'any of 
these spots except the neat plaques 
placed there by the Fort . Vance 
Historical Society in 1971. · · 

"On a hill less than a mile away, · 
the old United Presbyterian Grave­
yard and the site ·of the First Se-_ 
ceder Church here, ·lie ·in almost' 
total abandonment except· for a 
small pathway cut through where 
one or two family plots , were . 
cleared for the planting of Mero-

. cirial Day flowers, Her~ can be 
found markers for severa'i.'pioneer 
families of our. area with · names 
such as Scott, · Welch; Stewart, · 
Coventr:y, Kidd, Leech, Galbraith, 
Malone, · Moore, McGough and 

. many . more. Included are · the 
graves of John Perry, of the Civil 

· War; Soldier Dugan, and. another 
of World War I. · '. 

"And down the western side of 
. this same hill can be· found the old 

Presbyterian burial ground · stand-
, ing,likewise, mutely, in-a.sad state · 
of neglect. With a long list of family 
names from Aiken to Watt, · dis­
played in horrendous dis-array on 
the thousands of dollars worth of 

. m'cirble and granite; once placed 
there,' confidently, by loving ·rela- .· 
tives, here, 'the rude:forefathers of _ 

· this hamlet sleep' unconscious, of 



course of the lethargy ·which has 
permitted their last resting places 
to be so sadly neglected. Were the · 
history of these .noble_families not 
also the history of this-community; 

' it ·probably. would little ·~°ci.tter~ :Bu·~~. 
lhe once proud ·names of Caldwell,' 
Cunningham, ofi\felvin;and Moore, 
of Patterson and · Proudfit, once 
were, and still should be, meaning- : 
ful and significant in the history of 
Burgettstown. · ' 

"I found amo.ng these ruins 'the· 
flattened gravestone for Elizabeth 
Lyle Proudfit. A sister of my Great­
grandfather Joseph Lyle; she was 
married to John Proudfit of York 
County, Pa., in 1809, when she was 

· barely sixteen years of age. She 
rode horseback over the mountains 
to their new home in York County. 
When they came back to Washing­
ton County to live in 1826, she rode 
horseback again, carrying for most 

·or the way, her ·infant daughter, 
Cinderella Proudfit. What stuff 
these pioneer mothers were made 
of, and how we honor them today! 

"A Boy Scout.had recently un­
dertaken to clean up these 
neglected graveyards for an ad­
vanced rating in scouting. He ap­

-pealed for the help of the com­
munity, and considerable work was 
done. But on a recent visit to these 
graveyards, the project appeared 
to me to be at a stand-still. 

"And on another hill just north 
of Burgettstown, the private grave­
yard of the Whitaker family stands 
equally neglected, visited only once 
in a while by a curiosity seeker, 
who provably leaves the spot 
poorer than he found it! 

"It is a dismal picture, of course, 
in a commu,nity which has pros­
pered over the years in every ma­
terial way. There is a brighter side 
to some of these pictures. In the old 
Presbyterian yard, there is still a 
corner. like an oasis in a desert, 
where relatives who care still maifl­
tain the family ·plot . in excellent 
condition. And the well-kept ceme­
teries at Florence and Paris and 
Eldersville, at Cross Creek and 
Avella and Independence, at West 
Middletown and Buffalo and 
Hickory, all stand as evidence that 
it is not necessary to neglect our · 
'cities of the dead.' 

A, (""\= - - - - -- \AIL:.i ...... 

"Before it is too late, can we not 
do something in our communities in 
northwestern Washington County 
to assure that our sacred 
landmarks are not allowed to -de­
teriorate into complete oblivion? 

"In Scotland and England, rich 
as is our land in places .sacred be­
cause of their antiquity, much has 
been done for many years to .pre- · 
serve . these places for posterity. 
Ruins of castles, hoary with age, 
are not bull-dozed away to make a -
place for a super-market. They are 

. preserved, and, admittedly in some 
cases, commercialized, but at least 
they are there for all to see. And 
graveyards, with weathered in­
scr iptions on the stones are _not 
overgrown with briars, or trampled 
by cattle, but are carefully trimmed 

.reach year in grateful tribute to the 
_ rude . forefathers. or the .people of._ 
;. noble ni.ce ~:ho sleep there. The old 

Scot reportedly rode around the 
country on an old nag and with a 

·hammer and chisel and re-carving 
·the names on ancient gravestones 
was not a myth, but a real person. 

· He was also the impersonation of 
the spirit of the Scottish people in 

-that ancient land who believe 'in 
preserving a visible past. Would 
that he could ride this way once in 
a while!" 

A. D. White, June 10, 1976 
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