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I v.ras born in a tl-·io-f1?.r'lily house along the Hain Road, tHo houses 

a-v1ay from the "Company Store 11 (noH vland a 1 s 'favern ) on November 5, 1 932, 

the fifth child of Jose ) h and Zoe j)elahaut Donovall. r~y father Has a 

coal miner in the Cedar Grove l'.iine ar.d I remember him coming home frorr: 1-wrk 

very grimy from the coal dust, carrying his metal lunch pail tha t h ad t Ho 

sections, the lm...rer one for >·.rater and the top one for fcod. I knm-: that 

times Here hard during the strike and Here not much better aven uhen he 

vJorked since Ha.;es 1-.r ere very loH at tha t t ::.Die. The coal company g ave us 

t 11 script 11 to use as money .at t h e company store. Hy h othe r al1·Ja ys 1- -1: Orh e O 

har:} to keep us fed an<i clo thed; lil e raise d a ::.:· a r · e n and canne :i 1-,Th &t He 

could, 1-~ e .-.rent berry pickin.::; &n cl. rr~ade je l l~..' , an ::-! every Fall a f ter "C (c e 

first bi;; frost, 1-ve 1-w -.;.l d. g:::.. t h er blacl: Hal:nuts, hickory nuts, ano. but 'c ernuts. 

For several years ou r f~~i ly delivere a the newspap ers, the Was hin~ ton 

Observer and the ? i ttsburs h :?oet :}azette i n the morning , the Sun Telesra ·:~h 

anci the Pittsburgh Press in the evening, an.d the Sun Tele a.nc. t l:.e ?ress on 

Sund a y Eorning. I delivered pap ers until I 1.-ras a Senior in Hi gh c:.chool. 

He did not own a car or a telephone until I Has ou t of Hi .:sh Sch col. 

!':om cooked on a coal st ove, the house H8.s he E~te -:5. Hith a c oal furn c ce, and 

the Econor:1y Store in Avella Ho uld deliver our g roc -sries three times a 1-reek, 

wri t e out our ne.xt orC.e r to be brous ht the next d eli v "'r y da y. I va:::_·uely 

re i·r,e~nber a n ice box, but mostl;.c i·I e kep t our meat on th _ b a c i·: porc j_ i n t h e 

winter ·. Jello Has a. 1.;-:.nter treat b e cause •-:e could set the pan out in t:he 

snm-.r to gel. 

I can remember one ni c;ht there Has a larg e group of p e ople out si <ie 

laughing and 1--:alking past our house. \·.Then 1-.e 1.'-i ent to i nve!3ti gate, it 

turned out to be an old-fe..shioned 11 c h i v &.re e "- in honor of a neHly 

married couple. 

He alliays looked f or·ward t o Hallo~·Ie en, ·since ~-: e did not c et 2·:uch 

candy at home. \·Je nfv er rds sed going t c- Ers. Clark r s home because she 

alway s gave us a s mall brm-m p aper bag 1: i t h s c;;veral i t er: s i n s i de· In 



t ho s e days, some people gave us "Nickel Bars" of candy and He couldn't 

wait to et home to see Hhat loot He h a d accumulated. 

'd e i·mlked to school in Cedar Grove until I l.J'as in the Fourth Grade, 

then '.-;e Here bus sed. to Fa tte :"" s on Hills ill1til i·:e finishe 0 Eishth Grade, 

then ~ -: e atte~ded the olct High School on Avella Heights. 

1·'
7her.: I Has ab out six or seven ye <-:.rs old, the company houses ·He re 

being sold for -$6 00 for a sixteen room, four family house. 1·'~y f c:T;.ily 

bought one and. lived in one sect i on, and rented out some of the other 

four room sections for .;:;6.00 a month. We use d the rent money to r:1ake 

our $10. 00 a month hoase payment. 1·!e Here able to have a larg er '-, a rcen 
• 

here and :.·:e also raised chickens and sold e g g s and o ·~ casional ly a chi cker! . 

I beli eve 1-!e had a refri g era tor b y nm•i, but \ ·! e still had a coal f ur n ace, 

and He carried all our i·:ater from a nearby spring or frow a hydrG.n t. l•,'e 

also caught raim·Jater to u s e for Hashin::: clothes and for shampooing our 

hair since it made our hair very soft and shiny. F ater 1-:as heat e d in a 

tea..l{ettle or in a copper boiler when larger quanti ties Here neecied. 

I nnn 1 t think I Ha s bored as a child even though He did not have 

Television. We listened to the radio, p layed jacks, marbles, check ers, 

dominoes, and l'~umblety Peg; made h ome made fudg e Hi th black 1-:a.lnuts, made 

"pulling taffy", and 't..Jent to bed early . During Har:::1 Heat:ner, ·v.r e p l ayed 

Hith nei g hborhood children g ;3.111es such as "Go, Sheepy, Go," "Andy ,And~r ,Over", 

11 Caddy 11
, H opscotch, ··He rolled hoops ana. He jm1ped rope. In thE:: Hinter, 

14 e i-JOul d g o sled-riding and some children had 11 Yankee Clipper s 11 
M 3 .. de b y 

t h eir fathe i.~ s. 1~e ·Hould build a fire and sometL1es ba%ed potatoes in the 

hot coa ls. In the summer, we s1·1am in a S'\.J'i::ming hole in the creek. 

The night the coal tipple burned (October lc, 1939), my mother 

aHakened all of us to '\oJatch it burn. l1rs. Cook, ·v_rho rented from John 

Adams, Has afraid her home '\.fould burn also, so she p icked up t·Ho larg e 

ceramic d ogs which she had brought from her native England, and she came 

up to our house to wa :-ch the fire. Luckily no homes burned thE-t n i c;ht. 



~-! e would Halk three miles to Avella to attend an occ asional movie at 

Brozier' s T:.l1·:o ater, ;;et an ice cream cone at Scouvart's and Halk the three 

miles back home, about an hour's 1.-Jalk. Sometimes if 1-.·e ·Here lucky , someone 

we kne\-l Hould be driving our ·Hay and : i ve us a ri de. 

1:!e also 1.·ialKeci t o .:wella to visit Dr. Hoop, our d e r: tist, ri1ostly to get -

a tooth pulled . He 1-rould c har g e me a dollar for an extr a ction, ther1 give me 

be.ck a nick el to bu;y· an ice crearn cone 11 since I 1-ms such a brave girl 11
• 

Hhen I ~ ra s ver;I young , '.-·:e g ot our r.1ail b y walking t o the house Hhere 

Don and Helen Dau oet no1.·.· live, andBessie ? ollack ·~Ja s our Postmistress. Next' 

-~··.' e -.... rere ·:·)u+. ~n -'-b,. ~, _., 1 P e a ·- t 
v u " -" ;-,""' -;7 , "' , I•lal .:_ ro~ e, then on the B~ # 2, Avel la, 

r oute. All t he 111a L :. boxe s ·lve:::"e on the main road at t r1at time, and ; oing 

f or the lr,ail bec E.me a s ocial event whe :t., e i.-J e he:-,ra all t he latest n eHs. 

1;,' e coul d also :-.'al k to George ? o l laclt Is Butch e:c' s:'lop (nm.; torn dm·m) 

locate C.. across t he :Doad fro:•l t i1e Alex Faris horae. 

Once v! e h 2...c. a hu _3 e cloudburst and the b r idge h' e u s e ::: to eros s ov e r to 

g et into 11 camn 11 ,.,_,. ,,_ s Hash -sd 2.'tva '' . • ,r Ca.r 01-mers had to park the1n OV·.:; r on the 

Il!.ain road an i groc ~ri e s, etc. , h ad to carried fro1-r. t h ere. A fei•J cars Here 

trap -:-, e C. L "J c ar::.p, b u t their m·mers ~-! e !' e e.ble to get t h em out b y driving 

throug ~ !~r. ?. oy 5ea.;.'J. ' s fiel ci s (old ~rake F 2.rrfi ) and on to Bethel Church road. 

The Co. ,;,nurd ty Hall ·\,· as t he social cent er of the tm·m whe ·' e ,,redding s 

an d ds..nces 1-:e :.n e hel d and is nm·: the site of t h e ~-I oolen I·:i ll. ·\-.'Orflen d id 

hand seHing i n the even i n ;_; s, r.~aking patch~·:orl ~ quilts an · crocheting. t-·:en 

di d Ho odi·JOr ,: i r:g p rojects a nd p lay ed socc e r and. b c. seball an ci softball, and 

also pla y ed Bocce Ball and Horra. 

Fy broth~r s an-j mj· f2.th er '\.vould usually g et their hair cut by George 

Cline or b y 11 Little Louie " at a cost of 5o¢. i;lhen someone die d , they would 

usually be laid out i n t h eir mro home an -:3 nei ghbors "t,v ould tak e turn s 

stay ing i·li th the body all night. 

Very feH of the homes in t h e ar e a h r,d indoor p lumbing until after 

· .. ·.'orld ;_\·ar II, so mos t homes h:,~ d an out-house; sor:1e on e- s e at ers and some 

t \-.r o-seaters. '.L'h e 11 Hone y 0i~)p c: rs 11 c~. : e around e v ery sw.·.rner to clec..n them 



out, or p eople ~wul Ci just dig a1: other hole, rnove the out-h ouse ove r it, 

then fill in the other hole. }·~o s t out - House s had a c atalogue in thexn, 

- to be used for re ading or for toilet paper. Every Hallmv-een, t h e older 

boy s would up set at least one out-hous e as a Trick -Or- Treat prank . 

Ever y s u·.:rner, the Dish 1-!E..n 1r1ould c orEe around 1·'Ti t ·l: h is car filled 

v-r i t h glass dishes, C!J.PS, etc. He h ·o o re::10v ed all but the dr iver 1 s seat 

and filled th~ car floor ~ith box e s of dish es. He ble~ h is horn as he 

drove slm-rl y around tm-In and i·! e i·,rould [ o out to the c o.r t o :::na...k e our 

purc ·::.ases. 11 Huck s ters n a l so can:e around Hit:: trucl-~ s loade c Hi t h fresh 

fruits an¢. veg etables. Phillip Jo 3eph, the Pe dol cr, a1 so r.iad e h is rounds, 

car r ying h is c l othin; Hi t h h i .. ··.• In :ny r.1 ind, I can still he ~:r h i TI'l 2. s x i r..g 

r:,y liother, i n h is accent ncai.l I s ell ~:r ou s or!i eth i n g today , J:Jissus? I h c.ve 

~ood pants, etc. 11 Since He di. C. n ot hav <... a car , ,,os t of our clot hes c u ,·,e 

frorn t1i m or froTh Sears or 1'-~ontgomerJ ~.<Jar :! catalogu e s, or 1-J"i shb ook s, as 

they Here s orr£ti.:-1es called . 

I c 2.rmot guaran tee t i1.['ct all of the above f a c t s a r e true but I 1-rrote 

t h e:r.i 2. s I r emer-_bereo. t h e;: , ar:d s o;·,:et i r-.e s He remer~b e::"' t h ings a little 

diff erently from an;, (;ne else. If ::.~ou lived i n the. Ce c'l ar Grove area durin g 

t h e Th irties ana Forties, I hop e you re.·;e:;:ber t h sl-n Ls f on dl y as I do, 

and Hill g et some en joy;;lent fr on·. readinr: t hi s. 


