
Th~ following i~ a copy of the presentation Jim Kerr gave before 

the Fort Vane~ Histurica1 So6iety om M~y 24. 
RACCOON CHURCH 

R8ccoon Church is cin cippropri2te pl2ce for ci. meeting of the Fort 
Ve.nee Historicci.l Society for msnY' recis on s " 

(1) Joseph I'2tterson1 fir s t p2.stor of the church, resided for ci. 

while :iin the Cross Cr.eek distric-:t· 2.nd ci.ttended religio'\Jis mee·tings 
he]d im Fort Van6e. 

(2) Cro·ss Creek Ch'\Jir.ch hcid Fo:r<l: V8.nc-e ci.nd TI8.ccoon ChurCl!:h hBd 
F·o·rt- JBeelor ~ 

( 3} '1!'.1.1.dis church bu:ii]dfao.g ts · IO([) yecui·s oJl.d. thjjs year. 11: :ll.s ithe 
t:fi:ti:rd successive repJ!.8.cement O]l the sci me- Tocation o:fi' a. chul.lch bui]d:"!'" L 

i:mg w1tiichi st:ood here when both F·ort Vcu:ice 2na: For"~: IB 8'elor were seTv-
±ng their purpose.: . 

(4) T.here a:rr-e fci.miJli'Eis :D:rrr R2:e;'l;oon Chu::ueh Tuy the ne.mes o:ff Atr8'n,, 
l\fo:ti:chet:t;:9 2.~ :'.: WaJllac;e whose li:meFge goes b::i.~k to v~j cil;.ims o:ii' Ind±.8.n 
sa-wage·:rr;w; s.:·.~---~-·· GEfE the TI([!;·ti;:iims were made ca:pt:iiwe Rnd the @tb:e,rs we.Fe. 
slain~ . 

((5} T.lin.ere ~re g:rrave·s,, prooo1J]lYJ e.iight: . :ii.m n1JE!lber9 uJrJF 0.rkPd 8.]lct u.E.
:h.denili::f±.ed, ll1 the' g:i:~.v·eY,1B,rd 8t. the side af the <r;:hurch.,_ o:E me:rn. who 
weJ.i~e sll.aim. 'b;w Imd.:D8.J7J:S:e 

'JL.11riese :fi'8.([!;iiS' 8 -I?S' tie--s· wi.it:F:n itbi.e p~sit :ii:m whi~:'h yo'llI, the mem'fue:;;-s· of 
F0-rlt: ~ Wc:me.e H3..s-itor:iiQ:~,l S 0;8:iietYJ,_ are interested. We , lar.e glad ya~l.Jl: are. 
here" 

As r'w.s 'be-en sai'd,_ it}!idi.s b'ill.i.ld'±ng i.s ]..00 ye8.:rrn ©:]Ld. th:iis :J7'E%3::n-. Tltve 
:fformeJ? · 'building wgs r.B.zed :ii:m ther- spr±ng ofi Jl87,2 f1.nd this 'bui]d:ii.ng was 
dedjjc-e,ted :ffJJ'ee ffrom debt. cm Thanksgi vling' Qf ].873 ~ 

'Jlhe cost of the bui]d±:mg W8.S $]6,. ©0<0.-0<D. 
The t~;b]et i:n t-Tuie __ fron! gable is ±nsc:id beg: . 0RG1.ccoon~Gh'U[X'ch, 

"E>ui]t A. D .. Ji.7811; Re~i].it. A,D. ]185,, A.D. I.83~;, A.D. JL87:2 • .,. 
Tlre· cc-llrurch 1'.Jep iE; inscribed: "Cast l!:zy'; A .. Fultan,_ P:i!ttsburgh 11 Pa 

for Rci.ccoon Church. · 
T.lte 0rigin~,1 · stained glB.ss o:f th::e ·windows w8.s · imported from _ 

Tiomdon:9 . Englci.nd •. It W8.s recently.: disct=r,rd.e0, 8.nd other glci.@s inst2.Jlle6. 
T.l!r.e pulpit furni tur·e 8.nd the pews e.re the originci.ls. 
T.he chci.ndeliers, ci.na. oil l8.mps 9 now wired. for electricity, are 

the originals. 
The t8.1Jlet to the west of the plilpit w2,s ere:ct ed jjn 1932 in 

memory of The Reverend Jmseph Pe,tte r~::: on,: l 752-1832,: F±irst Presbyter,jjan 
Minister ord2.ined west of the Al]eghonies, Pe;stor of R2.ccoon Clllrurch 
Jl789-1816. T.he orchne,tion took pl2,:·u here preceding Mr. Patterson's 
:iinst.gll2,t ion as p2,st or. · 

The tablet t0i the· eci.st cf· the pulpit com.'llemo:c2.tes the meeting of 
the Presbytery here on J,un.e 1'4,, 192~., the fiftieth anniversary of t he 
p8.st orci.t e of the Rev.. @.-re er. M., Ker::r ., 

'Jlhe :PJ3: ,, · mrra: ree-a: org2.n :ii.n the m:rnr ].oft wes o bt 8.i:m.ed :ii.n ]906 
±:<.iVr $]., 50© ,, u :0 ,,,. 't .off wmch W8.S pBid by Andrew C8.rn.egie u :nc.Rr 8. gen
G3'r8.] offer m8.de by him to 2.ny church r8,ising the othe1r l:'r2.~: : ~~ .. 

The R~mnnond 0:rg2.n in the front loft w2.s presented -C o -\~~e church 
jjn Jl960 by· c'.['8.mes McE1roy Re8. in memory of his wife, . the 18.te Cynthi8 
Russell Rea .. 

Tl're. o1des-i; re-:ff'erence ilo t-h±s cr:·hu:Fch is :ftound in the a ±::=; r yi o:L the 
Revo Jolin MdltD±ici:n, 8.n e8.rly mtssione.]':r to WGstern Pa. ffe retl;:Or cled . 
±m this d.ici.ry th8.t he pre2.ched at RB.ccoo:n on the first S2.bb8.th of 
December,1778 8.nd . 8.t r.1~r~ B8.il'.er's(Bee·loris) pl.8.ce · on Rc1.cco?JJ. ?n ·n'hJe 
Tuesdci.y 2.:lfter the :li:-.Jii.r.d S8.b1lmth of June,: 17790 So;_ the beg:imnng of 
this church occurred not J'.8.ter them the ye2.r 1778., Meetings woy e _ 
held occB.sione.lly ~fter this d8.te until April 21, 1789. when the Rev,, 
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Joseph P8;tt erson beeci.me the j oin.t p8:si:tor of Rci.c.coon 2nd Motitouro Aft er 
ttEB'.!l. yec:.rs 9 f:.'JI? o Patte-rso111 resigned ~rtt l\fontou:IL and c·©'n.tinued 8.t : R8.c c·o«Pn 

T.Y.re Rey. Jose-plt Patterson W8.s tlte firsit pa:sttor of this u:.hurch 
( ].7r89-Ji8IL6). He was born a:n Iviei.rch 20 9 175 2 iin County Dawn, Irelei.nd 
At. the :F.ge' of 25, ye·B.re:;·, he m8.rried Jei.ne Mcrs.k ei.:md "ti-he crnupJle- e:migr8.ited 
tr.o America, Ffe- t.ci.ught sa::hool in or neaF Philade-Iphiei. L<Dm a while> and 
tthe-n bE!crarrre· 8.:m: em.listed. soldier in the:· Army; of; the Revolutiolj!. ... FFe rfe'
it.:ii.r.e.cll :ll1iom trhe se-rvicee :ii.n 17177i cina: moved to York County9 Pei .• In 1779 
he> mo:ve-d ~g8.inr 8nd settle.-d on a: fi.'2rm ±n the ·eross Greek n:e:iLghbord'rooa.;. 
TJ1re>rre·1 he ~ttltended religious services whiGh 8.tt th~ time were he1d :iin 
Fol'ltl: Vci;:m:e-eo H'e we..s 8.n elder crf Cross CF-e·ek Church. CGIDlparait:ii:we-]Jl;la::te 
farn ]jife he a.ea::ided. t0 become ei. mini.sit.el? of the Fresbyteria:ra:' Churc]p.. He' 
carmp:J;etea his training and w8.s ora.a±med Rr.rd :iinst8:]Jled. here on NQv.JJ.1 11 
]789. This W8.s 8. momentou-s occ-e.sion fo r the Pre,sbyterici.n Church. T.he 
<IDJ?Q:inci:tion was the first to t8.ke p]8.ce vrnstr. of the Allegheny.Mountains 

· ii.fro Pci.i:ttterscon's p8.st.crrci.i:i:e cor.rt.illlU.ec1 um:tiJl Qctober 16 1 1816, wh@n he 
restgned because of pb,ys±cei.] infirmini ties a He· retired to Pittsburgh, 
where he died on Februrc.:i.;y.r 24, 1832 eind W8S buriecl ... 

Mr .. P8.t-:terson wei.s 8. vigorous end 8.ble mci.n .. He lffei.s probably the 
mcri·str. prominent-: m8.n who ever ljjved ±n this community. 

Mcr.ses Allem: . W8.S' "ti-he . second pastor(l8]_7-18J8) 
Fie W8.s 8. ma:in who loved the 1ci.w of the Church. - He 'RJe-]:ilE:)Yed the suP._r_eme 
j:i.u;dge was e.l , :-_'/s: ©.E. the· 1b.en«::h ci.nd the c.ourt a.]wayis fan. s e ss::Don. 9 j,ua.g:ii..ln: 
all-trhait. was d~,;.ne; Biid ~pram1ounciing iudgmeni\.s of reward or pun:ii.shment as 
surdited e~;<r::h @G::C:8.sion.,. -l!Imder hjj_s, che.rge 1 the chu:zrcl'J:· grew in stre.ng"tl-111 

arn:cl numbers. . 
C ]_e-menit. V ~ McKe,:iig wB.s 1the-· t -hi:rrd pci:stoIP ( Jl84Jl-]865.) ~ 

He was a peace ]ov:ii..ng man Rnd giri..ded1 i:r.he c<q'ngregat:ii.o:m i:lhrnugh ill:he> 
per±Gi.d off the- C±i:wiJL Ws.rin paths o::ff lW.rmony. · _ 

For a fI-:i;ve- ye8.r. p-eriodi the cliTu"l!'<clt was wi 1:1.hout' ~· pBstor· •. 
G:-':rreeJ? M. Kerr wei.s the :lrourth pei,st-ar (JL8fiJ1'-1930). 

lffie wondered 2.it times i.f hfB' w2s doing righit hy,i stFyiing on during his 
cu:.Jld 8.ge, bu:tr the- c-ontinu8nce of regule,r servic~ over the 42 ye,e.:rrs 
sfarre-e his pats sing indic8.te-s no mistgke w~:s me.de. Ffe we..s ci student off 
thfB'ology' buit. 'l:Jelieve'd if.he mess8.ge-· o:ff' ithfB' G0'e:)pe>] w8.s a::le>a.r ci.nd pl8im 

. and shouJld notr. be 8.llowed i:to become comp]e-x~ His lei.st sermon 1 cleliv
er-e-d ·i:n:r t-he 871::1-h ye-<?o.r of his ei.ge ei.nd on the 18.st S ei.bb8.th of his lifu 
w.8.s· emti t'led "T.he Advice of 8TI. OJ.'.d_ Tfan" eind the textt wei.s i:b:<.ken from 
E<.!:·tr:.]e·sie.st es 12 :13; -0 Lei:t: us he·mr the conclusion of the whole ID8.it.t ,e:rr: 
Fe8.r God, 8nd keep his comm8.:radments: for this is the whole duty of 
ffi8,l'.[.o II -

M:r~ Kerr"s p8.stor8:te W8.S the· lei.st of the long oneso '.Ilhe :t:att:ersm 
Alien;_McKr~:dg, 2n d KeTr iierms of serv ice embr8.ced 8, toit8.] ofi 140 · 
yeci,rs. Sjj:rrrc;e Mr. Kerr r. s time there 1:.:,·',re bec:m four ord8.inea pasi:toJJs, 
8.n cl ni.1ile student pci.stors. T.heir n21.n•,"' S cind periods o:f servi8:e ci;re-- c:i.s 
:fiollows: 
George W. Kiehl--193J1 
Rew. H. Arthur lVIosseT--JL931-37 
.le.mes P. Shei-.w--1938-39 , 
Re,v. G:eonge H~ Buchen--:-Ji940-44 
Rev., J., C8.l\rjn French--TI944-49 
A. C©'ail Cc: ,:. :-~""-l949-51J 

Ds vid A. Hgincs--1951-54 
Eugene s., Bo yd--1954-57 . 
John Allen. SJ1ee.rer--1958-6JL 
RC'V~ T.. Clif£ord H8.y--1961-65 
Bel'ltrci.nd C. Pi tchford--1966-68 
W. L_cro;y l3eckes- -1968-71 
Kenneth B. Cci:lebrn.J.gh-·-1971-

'].he ~ongregetion has been h8,ppyi with 811 these pci.stoTs ci.nd 8.l]. 
of the stua.ent p8.stor~ who hcwe ·gone on to other fields he.7c found 
successful ministries. 
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CANDOR 

l'!fot .much ·.h8.s be-en wr.i tten of Fort: Be-elor 8.nd not much s poken of 
iit tu tp.e know.ledge of 2.nyone now l:iving in the' commimJ..t.y. Anyp~erson 
8.sking 8. questiolll concerning it w2.s usu8lly7 referred~ tci Cr1llm:r?ine-~ s 
Ffistory of We.shington 9ounty, P8 .• T.he Crumine 2,eeount hci.s been gener
al1;wacce.pted e.s being the most full' &ind e.ccur?.te on tho subj,eciio 
Aecorc1ing· :to t:h±s cr:ccount., the home of C2.pt-. Sci.mue·l lieelor w2'5 whci.:lt 
-wgs kno,mn: fl.S . . the :fi'or"lt, 8l1 a. the _fort w2.s loc2.tcd abmrli;. JrO©y.2.:rrds 
soutihwestwBrQ,ly flrom the· fil:11w.fr.<I!h~ L8.nd t :jjtie rec·o-rds cind the . J.lac~e.tiions 
@:ff lrn:ow:m; log houses, substantie.ill;w support. these two findings o. The 
m2.tn i terns of ti tl!e 2.r.e 8_ survey' end deed :Lrom the Ste.te of Viirgini8 
8.nd four lci.ter deeds from the Ste:te· . of Pennsyiv~nia. 

. Ce.pt .• Sci.mue]. Beelon 8.na. his son~ Se..1;cruely .Lr.,; ::;·e:tt.led :tln: l 7t7A and 
TI8.ii.d c::] .2.im tto ~, t-re.~it o:fr land c:arrtt·gin:i:ing 140©e.<l!res. T.hey believ~d 
tlhs.it: the> Stle:tt-.e of Virginici. extended nott1iwardly · tro the·· Ohio:- River anQ. 
itb:<e:Y' 8.pp1ied t1·0 thRit st. 2tt~~ for ci. g:;.' c=T:.ta- Im Jl78'2~ Virginici. 2.uthorities 
m~.d@ a. -survey off 804 8'.Cres ·of the 1400, e.nd in 1785, the· stci.te--, <"~t:
:iin:g b;w Pei.trick Henry, Governor, mRa:e ci. deed to ·sgmue]. Bere·lor :Lor the.: 
]8.nd surveyed. The lci.nd described jjn thQ deed extended ·_from i:t:he 
stI!'e8m below the present homer of Ne8.:n.. S. 2nd Kci.thrY:m C. M8:tt~he,i:1it 
nort.hwci.rdJJy tO' liIRiJ;eyi s Run·, just ._across ~. from the recentl;w a::o:rastruct
~d i:!rafu]er village. 

When iit: d:eveloped tl'r8.it ifhe CRptci,in hRd gotten his ·deed from tQ.e 
w:rrong sit8.t c:: '· 2\o 8nd his son 8.pplied i:h:ir Pe-Jfilllsy:J!"\rc=mi:e. for good t±t·re. 
T.l:'rey suceee ds<::. ::iinc:>.c.quiring 5548.c-res of the origine.Jl 1400 .in two p2.rr
ce]s9 one of 4©©e.cros ccilled nB:iig :Eeve-1.s" ci.nd one o.:ft' 154ecres cci.l]C>d. 
11 S.primgfi.eldo. n ~ 

TJte Beelors so-om ltP.d. two neighbors, A]exe.:nde-r ci.nd Jo1:Jn Dun]8.p., 
J(?Jl:m: se·i:itlea. olil Ie.:md t-o the, morthwesit: C8.lled "The fur8h8.se " cind 
Alexrnn:de:rr on 12,nd ito the southwes.it cci.lled eiBe·autifu].. 11 

AJJ.Jl four origfa11..ci.1. trci.cts cRme, togrther e:i:l El. common <l:·o-rner,.. ci.:md 
:Lour log ho~ses were bui]:tt-. ne·Et:rr jjt; two on . Re-e-lor - 1:8.l!ld 8,nd. two on 
11W11.TIB.p lci.md. Cl.usi:J:ered RJJ.ound a . cc:entrE\]. :point Ei.s "lthese home-s were, 
l'!l(il;]l8' w~1id be· 2. lonelY' cabi•n sG»]_e].yr dependant: 0m iits membe-rs fiITT! pro·.
i:t :E:'cit~om. ERch off the homes would hRv.e· three- athers om quick ~2Ji.1. f;or 
b~~G · · 

'TI.he Crumrime ~omcJius±om thci.i\. the :Eori:f. we.s the Be·elor home w8.s 
"flci.sea: on the .:fie.a.t the.t the copy of the 1782 s:urve-y- which was ci::ttnched..-: 
i:J:GJ; the Beedorr Virginic:i. dee.d ~howed one~bu.iiJLd:t:rn:g only.-,1 .e. 1.?.rrge one-., 
A]]. . ~opies o:fi surve-ys ~,t th8.t time were drciwn by h2.nd • . Na i:i:w0.1 copie-s 
w©u]d b&. ex8.c-.tri]ly' glike'. Th~re would be ve.ric=mces ci;c-c<irding it.o irh~ 
erttyl(g> ax.net iinte:r!f'sts o:fi' t-hre 8.rtisti~.,, An omis~io:rr of det.8.il,. now 2nd: 
-themy; woulid · Tue· eRpect8.ble .. r!I:iss Ke.t ·h:ir±ne A.,. . Py,].ei whe':ri rese-grchiing 
Fort.~ Diillow for your recent tou.:r of thC',t p18c e 1 o bt8.ined a ]Jhoto·.
~.G!'PY.7 ©ctr !he, 1782 · survey on record :~'-:-.. -~;he S-th=tts ·Li brc:i.ll'y;- of Virginie. in 
Rjjrr.:hmond. T-his crnpy, which is the o-~'Licici:l one~. s hows ~. two. buila.ings~ 
iihe> lci;rge one to which Crumine refs:;: ~ 8.r.1.d· · 8. sm2.JDL one. · . 

'nh<B' locc=dlion 0f the lci.rge- bui la.ing shown on the survey is PP:"" · 
prcr-xim2.t~eiy i:thFt of the present chu:r·ch bu ilding o This building,, RG::

cording· to, church history1 is locci.t ed on the s.~n:e s:Dt-e ca:f i:th~ fiirsi! 
0ne

9 
8.nd the firsii one wci,s builit'.~ 2: yc8.r before the survey wRs m8.de- '> 

Crumrine w2.s nisled by· incom:plote ±nformci.tion into believing thci.t the 
c.hurch W8,s ·': 'he home • . However his c onclusion th8.t the home· .'W8.S: the 
:fforit. · re-me.in:.'; ... S VE'-]id : 8 .S if the offici8.l COPY? he.d shovrn one building 
©n]J.7,: It shows one building only oth er t.he.il the c·hur.ch, . 

'llhere is no st,ory: th2.t the- fort w8.s 8. stocke.de. T-h ere is no 
stoey th8.t it was ~ver e.-tttacked. T..he stories 8.re of peopJ_e seek~ng 
sa:frcty mlld sl:Deli:ieI?. A <i!:hu:rrch histiorYJ :r:eJ!ci.ttes thci.tt the fir si~. hur.1Rl 
:ii n ithe gre:ve-yci.:i1a witi;s pI?ObRb].y thci.t ofi 8. ]i.ti\:le-· girl who died in 
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Fnrl Be-e]lorr while her- family W8.s .there for sci.fty. A fci.miJ.ty historY,1 a:ff 
Sarm1-e-1 Mercr.he,:r.rtt r,elci.ites th8.t his wine' e,ncl e:hild ste.yea. 8.tl Fort Beelar 
i:m:· 177!8 whil~ he wo:rrked on his tomali8.wk c]aim ne78.F the _present si ire· 
c1ff lB8vington. A family history1 of John 8nd M8rthe T8.vern Nob]e Mcl©lID.
~Jld reJlci.i:ie's th8.t ±n 1779 the·Y' went to Forti- BeeloJJ fo"r sc:i~tey· ci.i.t thffi' 
time off the birth of tthe·ir- twin sons~ . .Andrew 8Tid Wil]:iiem. These,..re=
porlts su-ggest ithg"fr. For-tr Beeio-r W8.s more 21: pl'ci.ce· of refuge tn time·s o:fr 
stress ci.nd trouble then 8. plc<.ce· of security e.ge.insit 2.1.ti:if!.ck. T-hey cal.]. 
i.t0> m:ii:ma. a pl8.ce ·_ o:fl companionship cri.nc1 neighborly' aid: sucr:-h 8.s 8.Ji'e> to be· 
found i:m a home .. 

'TI.he second Crumr±ne· conclusion.? th8.t : the home W8,~ 8.boui:\: 100 y8.rd 
::ff:rrom the church, southwestw8.rdly~ w2.:=.; '68:sed <iJ:m legend .. T.his :i:is sitrwng· 
lyY supported l?Y the Virginii.a record of the 1782 survey- 8nd by other 
eircumstcinces .. T..he JlocFtion design8t ea. by .the survey sc8.les about 10<0 
y8.rds :flrom the a:hurch, 8.lthough th~ direction in slightJly southear.sit
W8.:rrd]y inste8.d. of south westwe.:rrd.ly. T-his loce.tion 8.lso conforms to 
the m8nner ±n which ti tlLe W8.s 8.cquired from Pennsylv8.ni8 .• Trl.(e· si ite:-
iis within Springfield, a itr.8.c:t 8.~.quiired through 11 seiitl!.ernent~ 11 'Jlh:ii.s 
rnetlhod required 8n estci.blished residenceo T~he site of the church is 
withjjn Bjjg '::sve-ls, e. tree-tr. 2.rrquirec;!. through 11 gr2inrights., n IJ.l~h:ii.s met.h
o·d ho,d no re ~( : :_ rernent . of r.us"idenh:&:~ ·Also, tli6'.J· ·s±~de is j :;.st e.bove- 8.n 
old spring, 8.n ide2.JL plc+.ca:e: fo:rr 8. settler's e-2.bin. Moreove£ 9 the- un
~overin.g o:fl some ola. found8t:iiom: stones ci.nd 8. m8.p o:fi Cci.ndor in C8.ld-
we:,ll' s A.t·lcis o:f W8.shington Com1ty9 Ps: ~(I876) prove tn2.ii: 21 liuilding 
W8.s one e there. And 9 the- a.·eea. records not Qnly prove ifo2 ~ c'' building 
w2.s the--re but 2.lso th8.t i tr. W8S 8. lci.rge one-. 

WjjJ!]:TI8.m CI8:Jrk wcr.s 2. successmr in title· to Samuel Beelor of the 
]2:rrrd on which t~his building stood~ He, Willi8.m,. c1i vided the· building 
into separc<.te ownerships by two deeds. These· de-eds were m8.de on J8n. 
~~1839, one to Wr].1.jj2.rn Gonldw: .ttnd one -tr.a Rebe·<!:::C8. Con]e:J.Y'. '.D.he dee;d tto 
V\!jj.J1li2.m cgnveyed t~he northee.sterlyi h~:rf of the house with its e.dj;R""' 
~C'nt 12na. 'D-he dividing line bet.ween the two ]o-tts W8.S desc.r.i be-d in 
the deed to Willi8.m · 8S 11 thence through t:ho cente:rr of the hous~ n orth 
:fifty-six 2nd one- 11:·8.lf. degrees west~ four 2.na. nine ..... tcmths perches" 
c.nd ~: jjn the a.eccl to Rcbecc8. c.s 11 thonce through the cent or of the ~- · . 
hqu1se south fifty-six 2.ncl. orre-hci,]f degrees ocisit foUt:rr c>.nd rrrino-temths 
pe-rchcs.'1 'r'his Conley ]line c2n be ea.s±J'.;w esttsblished itod'.8:y;;o It: h8.s 
been c2.rried down through deods. 2nd is now 8. ::;:n ound.8.rY' ]ine between 
the person8.ge lot 8nd e. 1ot which sep8.r :::i-tes it C?.nd 2. spr.ing lCD"t o 

A]].. known jjndi·c8.tions c-:rc t h2t S2.mucJl Beelor' s home we.s wh8.t 
becci.me- known m Fort Re clor 2nd. tb2.-i_; . ~ : t w2.s loc8.ted ccntr8.J.llY? some
wh@-rc 8.Jiong this 12ter e-~i:\8".blisheet t; ouncle.TY' lii:.c o'.D Lour 8nd :mjjru.e-
tenths perches i ;n length,, 

':n·Y.re- o.wnersh:i:ip of l8nd of the sett l ement: of Fort Beelor by tha: 
Be:e lors cincl the Dunl8;ps continuGI·d for · C1. pe::::., iod. 0f gbout 1.5 ye21rs. 
T-hQ;nt. :iin 17189-1790, the Bee ]o:rs sold to J2me-s C :n..21:~;: m1.dt his son, 
John., In the; e2.rly aighteen h1J.....ndreds, the Dt ml8.:ps ci.lso sold to the 
C lpl":ks·1 8,Yrld th~ C]8.n1rn werff! the ow:r.:crs of the who]..e· p lci.c c o . 

~ne ±::·. ,:<t: S8]8' of 8. resid.entici:l lcr0t in whet w2 s to be come thc;; 
vilI2gc of 1.; ;:-,-ctdor wes rn2a.·c in 18'34, e.nd the vil]0ge fl:-1 ·.:c ~. ~>he a,, Ti'1: 
w2.s ful] of entc-rprise. A gencTci.l store- cind post offic e E:tooa on the 
southwest c.ornar of the inte-rsection of th,e HidwP.y c:i.ncl :s~,: Jgc~r ro2ds., 
Ae-ross the ro21ci. s01D.-theastwn:rdlyi wE;:rre the t-e.ilor . 2na mil' inery; shops .. 
A~rc:se tihe road firom t h e si\r<ri:rrs northeastwardly were the ~'· :; ct o:c 1 s 
home cina. of:ffice. Below the- office ·w2s 8.nother generci.l store. Below 
th±is Ettore w8s the blticksmi th shop with _its sh8.ding 2.ppl e- 2110. l ocust 
trees: Aeross the ro2.a. we.s C?. b8.rbershopo Beyond it we.s the wci.gon
m2.ker shop, 2nd, ne8.r-by aoWristre8.m wci.s ci. gr2.in miJJI.. Al.so? over 
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the hiJJJ.! o:m l\foKreig' s fe,rm W8.s . e.n 8.C8.demy. Oendor we.,s 8. .1;1et ropolis 9 a 
husiness center for 2. lerge community., 

T~he post":"'Gjjvil War period brought ·developments which ch2nge-a: the
whoJle eco.nom±al; pci.tte:rn of the districif G- T.hGJ Pittsburgh en.a. SteubenviJJl 
Rc.i]roe,d we-.s bui1~ tio the south in t.he V8.lley of Robinson Run ... Co8.JL 
cropJJGd in this vci.lley' e.t levels permitting drift mining cind mines 
opened" OiJL we.s discovered in outlying ·fields. Fci.rm prices dropped 
fro m their we.r time highs. The p:('osiJeri ty of the villci.ge- diminished, 
8.S did the• popu]c.tion of Ccindoro In 18701 th.e popule.tion of Cendor 
was 210e in 1900, the number wP.s 85 o Since· th8:it .time it hes hela. 
fe.irly ste2dyo 

A str2.nger- pe.ssing through me.y wonder why the vill8.ge end the 
c.hurch were built so fgr 8.We.y fro m i;own e.nd · ci·t:y. T-o enyon~ who knows 
t '.hc plcr.ce-, the 8.nswer is no mystery o · J\]m9st 200yee.rs 8.go, ~ort Eeeil!or 
mci.de 2. pl8.ce of refuge flrom the tumult of the ·worJJa:, end Rc:tccoon 
Church rnede it e, p]2c& of praise· 2nd worship. These ch2recteristics 
hcve endure~ down through the yee.rs 8.nc1. ere pert end :p8.rceJ!. of the· 
p1:8ce toa.ey. 

We hope your visit here hci.s been p1e2.s2.nt 2nd will be found tt·o 
h2.ve given you moments of emp8.thy with. the pioneers e.na. their succes
sors lft{ho dia their pe?.rt in bringing ci vi1iz8,tion to western Pcmn:syl
v2nia., 


