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To-Abandon Branch Ll:ne. 
With the -authorization of the l~ 

state Commerce Oommiss·ion the 
. ' 

Pennsylvania railroad is •preparing to 
abandon the two-mile 1stretch of track 

:on the Bridgeville-McDonald branoh. 
The·lsfcrapping prO:cess will start soo~ 
it was sa-id, but the railroad will re
·tain title to the riglb.t-of-way prope-rty.: 
'The link, running fr()m Cecil to its 
terminus, had been out of nse f~'" 
s·everal ye~rs,, a Pennsylv~nia re11. 
sentative. tSai'd, because of a decTew. 
·in ·pas;senger and freight traffic. resul 
ing from automobile, bus and truo 
competition. Hence~ service will nto 
be impaired, nor :will workers: lo-se 
employment, it was pointed out. 

Railroad to Abandon Bridgeville to McDonald Branch Line 
Burgettstown Enterprise-March 20, 1935 Edition 



33~%
llEDUCTION

In Round Trip Fares over

Q1h~istmas ani!:
~:ew: ~:ea~

HOLIDAYS
Going on all train!> December
23 24 and morning of the 25th.

Retu~ning until January 15, inclusive

ADDITIONAL LOW FARES
HOLIDAY WEEK-ENDS

450/0 ]U.:DUCTIONfor the
Round Trip

Prom noon Prlday lmW midnight
Saturday

:Betumlni until followini Monday
nliht

Good In COILc!lesor Pullman Cars

Pennsylvania Railroad

Local Advertisement
Burgettstown Enterprise-December 22, 1932 Edition



Ag-reements OK'd For RR 
Crossing Work In Borough 

The Public Utility Commission has 
approved agreements for theinstaf1a
tion ·of rubber surfaces. at two ·railroad 
-grade crossings 1n Burgettstown Bor
ough. 

. Work is to be done where Market 
. and Main streets intersect Bologna 
coat Go. ,tracks. Estimated. costs are 
$87~ 100 and $79,700, respectively. 

The agreements are the initiatstep 
in qualifying: the projects for federal 
funding~ The federal government will 
cover: 90 percent. of the_ cost, antt tne, 
state ·Transportation DEH)artmnr will· 
pay the· baranc~. · 

Federal guidelines require that the . 
rail line, . Pennoor and the munici-· 
paHtY agree o·n the work to be done 
.and the expense. . 

. Plans"' must be prepared and sub
mitted to the poe for· approvaL 

Agreement OK'D for Railroad Crossing Work in Borough 
Burgettstown Enterprise-December 2 7, 1989 Edition 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



TUNNEL WORKER IS KILLED 

WHEN MOTORCYCLE CRASHES 
-:------ Jl'IITO-"NtEE-NEAR-rewN---~-

Albert F. Danner, 29, an employe 
of the Groves, Lundin and Cox Con-

struction Company currently engaged 
in eliminat.ing the Dinsmore tunnel 

' for the Pell.nsy.lv.ani·a rai'lroad was in
stantly killed and James McWhorter 
of Highland avenue, .a June '43 gradr 
mite wa·s slight;ly injured last Thurs
day .&fternoon, when the motorcycle 
they were riding left the road and 
crashed into a tree, one mile west of 
tcwn. 

The two men ·were returning home 
from work when the accident oc
curted iind the .motorcycle was driven 
by Danb..er. He ·'d.ied of a. · fractured 
skull and internal fnjuries. Danner's 
rema.ins were shipped to his home in 
St· Pet:er, Minn., by Lee and Wilson, 
Morticians. 
~----------~1.L--------------

Albert F. Danner-Dinsmore Tunnel Worker Killed 
Burgettstown Enterprise-September 23, 1943 Edition 



 
 

Alexander and Martha McClintock Transfer to Railroad Pg. 1 
 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society  



 
 

Alexander and Martha McClintock Transfer to Railroad Pg. 2 
 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society  



 
 

Alexander and Martha McClintock Transfer to Railroad Pg. 3 
 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society  



 
 

Alexander and Martha McClintock Transfer to Railroad Pg. 4 
 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society  



Work on the New Railroad 
Actual work on tbe construction 

o f the Atlasburg branch of t h e Pan
handle will beg-in in a few days. 
During the past week three !-'team 
shovels arrived for use in the g-rad
ing, and a number of teams are 
busy hauling lumber, etc. The new 
branch is to be an extension of tbe 
track to the plant of the American 
Zinc & Chemical company at Lang-e
loth and will terminate at Cedar 
Gro-ve, near Patterson's Mi ll. It is 
u.nderstood th at the construction is 
to be completed within four months. 

The bui ldi ng of this branch 
means f n rther developments in the 
coHl fie lds of Smith, Jefferson and 
Crosscreek town-i!hips, adding to 
Burg-ettstown's a lready enviable 
reputation as a coa l-sh ippi ng center. 

Work on the New Railroad 
The Burgettstown Call- March 11, 1914 Edition 



ATTEMPTED TRAIN.ROBBEBY! 

I'hrouah Express Flag-ged in Cut 
Above Midway Wednesday 

Morning. 

On Wednesday morning an attempt 
wafil made .in the cut above .Midway to 
bold up the through exprees which ifi!due 
there about 2.00 a.m. The train had 
just entered the cut when the engineer 
saw a miln signaling for him to stop. 
He immediately applied the brakes and 
had brought his train almost to a stand
still wb.en the .man who signaled him 
took to his heels· and ran toward the 
woods. T.his aroused the engineer's sus
picions and he opened the throttle, al
lowing the train to shoot ahead with 
great speed. A few yards beyond where 
the txain had so nearly stopped both 
the engineer and fireman saw six armed 
men• The train was run through to 
Jumbo tower where report wal:l made to 
the main office and detectives were sent 
out at once. Beyond these facts noth
ing definite ia known, but the supposi
tion is that the intention was to rob the 
train. and the men had miscalculated 
the time required by ~he engineer to 
atop his train after receiviog the signal. 
Thus they had placed tbemaelves some 
distance beyond where ~bt> train would 
have stopped and the one who sig,naled 
became frigh;ened on seeing this and 
ran away. alarming the engi·neer. It is 
rumored that several thousand doifars 
was expressed on that train, while the 
fact that local trainmen saw strange 
men along the route between Bulger 
and Primrose after midnight Tuesday 
gives ootor to the belief that the men 
C8Jlle ou:t on t,be "hummer,'' some ~et
ting oli .at. Pdm1oset l!!ome at M 1dway 
ali\d some~t Bulger. TJ:Iere was an un
usual number of strange men 50t off 
that k&tn 1\ueeday night at these three 
S:t4li1()-ll~ and they wou\d hav:e ample 
t;,me ~ reaeb ih~ cut before W:ie •ft'e$1! 

11\'its due 

Attempted Train Robbery in Cut Above Midway 
Personal Scrapbook-Date not Available 

Courtesy of For Vance Historical Society 



Automobile Wrecked At 
Main Street Cro·ssing 
' Mrs. Gussie L. Van Norton and 

Mrs. M. E. Camborern two elderly 
tourists from Chicago, Ill. narrow
ly escaped _!.leath last week at the 
Main street crossing of the Penn
sylvania Railroad. The 1940 Chev
rolet in which they were traveling 
was completely demolished by the 
east bound freight. 

Approaching the crossing in a 
heavy rain storm at 9:30 Thursday 
morning, Mrs. Van Norton, driver! 
who was unfamiliar with the road, 
turned her car on to the right 
tracks in front of the station. 

Domenick Vernillo, watchman at 
the crossing, flagged the train so 
that it slowed down, but the push
er on the engine caught •the auto- • 
mobile, a few seconds after the two 
women jumped out, carrying the 
car two hundred feet down the 
track. 

Mrs. Van Norton and Mrs. Cam_ 
borern returned to Chicago on an 
evening train from Pittsburgh. 

Automobile Wrecked at Main Street Railroad Crossing 
Burgettstown Enterprise- July 28, 194 7 Edition 



Avella Train Station-Unknow Year 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



Avella Train Station-1920's 



Avella Train Station-1920's 
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Yardm aster Transferred. 
On account of the depression caused 

by interruption to mining operations 
in the immediate territory, the posi
tion of yardmaster in the local Penn
sylvania railroad yards has been 
temporarily abolished.. B. L. Hughey, 
yardmaster, has been assigned to a 
similar position at Weirton Junction 
until industrial conditions at Burgetts
town improve. Mr. Hughey will be 
able to reside here with his family 
during his employment at Weirton. 

B. L. Hughey, Yardmaster Transferred 
Burgettstown Enterprise-July 2, 1931 Edition 



Friends • a r e, . COJ;l l{l.'atulat4lg 
inanchard · L. Hughey~ tliiS _,.. ~~e~ · 
upon his completiort..,ot ;_wore tll i 
half a cen:tucy!scservice to tJi 
Pittsburgh.:Lake ·Erie· and · Penli~: - . 
sylvania .Railroads. Mr. Huglley 
made his lasi: working. trip as a 
conductor on the BurgettstoWn 
local of the Pennsy .last 'Friday 
evening-h i s · destination being ~ 
home and retirement. . 

Of:qcials of the · railroad con- -.: 
,gregated at Union Station, Pitts
burgh to give Mr. Hughey his • 
final send-off. Each recognized 
him as a colleague whom they-·· 
could honor and respect . . J. W. 
Shumaker, superintendent of the 
railroad police, recalled the occas
ion when Mr.. ;Hughey had turned. 
in a bag containing $5,940 which. 
he had found on the train. "It's 
the same. sort ·of integrity that 
went into making his fine famuy," 
Mr. Shumaker said. 

Burgettstown mends of t h e- , 
·Hugheys vouch for Mr. Shumak- · 
er's words. The ex-railroader and 
his wife have reared a family of 
five sons each of whom has been. ·, 
given a college education. Today 
all of the boys are married a'n d: .• 
are engaged in worthwhile pro-· 
fessions. Charles, Edwin, William, 
and ,Tames are graduate of th-e 
University of Pittsburgh, BlliJ.Icl1• 
ard of Carnegie Tech. Blanchard 
is a civil engineer and Bill a 
Metallurgist . with Carnegie Illi
nois, E\j.win is a petroleum engi
~!*ir ~th Standard Oil at Bayone, 
N"e.w J ersey. Charles and Jim are 
P.ractisillg medicine in McDonald. 

, ·•Mr. '-Hughey's wife, five sons, 
daught~r:-in-laws and eight 
grandchildren accompanied him . 
on his trip home last Friday • . ··A 
family dinner was held at the . 
home on Dinsmore aVI!fiUe. · 

Mr . . Hughey first worked with 
the Pittsburgh-Lake Erie Railroad 
for 3 years but for ·48 years he 
bas served the Pennsylvania. He 
was yardmaster at Burgettstown 
for thirty years and has worked 
all the line's main roads. . 
· He is a member of the Masonic· 
Lodge and the Masonic Consist
ory in Pittsburgh. For 45 years he 
has belonged to the Order of 
Railroad Conductors. The Hugh
ey's have beeh faithful members 
and attenders of the First Presby
terian Church. 

Hughey Rounds out Half a Century with P.R.R. 
Burgettstown Enterprise-June 3, 1948 Edition 



Railroai:l Buili:ling RemoV'ei:l.
The smali building at the upper end!

.of the Center avenUe railroad :yal'd,
which served for about 20 years as an
',unattendell block station,": has been!
torn down. During the past three or
four years the station has not been!
used very much. T,he telephone that
had been in the building will be plac-
ed in a box on a pole near the orlgln-
alili& .

Railroad Building Removed
Burgettstown Enterprise-October 31, 1934 Edition



Bulger Train Depot and Tracks 

Fort Vance Historical Society 



Bulger Train Depot and Tracks 

Fort Vance Historical Society 
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BURGESS PROTESTS 
BLOCKED RR ·CROSSING 

Burgess W. J. Whalen, Jr., has 
sent a letter to the Superintendent 
of the Panhandle Division <Jf t h e 
Pennsylvania railroad protesting 
the traffic 'congestion that has 
arisen due to frequent shifting of 
trains near .the Florence Mine sid 
ing, causing the gates at the Main 
street crossing to be lowered. 

Mr. Whalen states in his com
munication that unless the condi
tion is remedied he will be forced 
to issue orders to the police de
partment to arrest the responsible 
party that causes the crossing to be 
blocked longer than the period al
lowed by state ·law. 

Mr. Whalen's letter follows: 
"Dear Sir:- A very serious condi 
tion has arisen since the installa
t ion of automatic gates at the Main 
crossing in Burgettstown. It has 
been brought to my attention that 

' On Monday, October 13. 1952 the 
gates were down and the crossing 
blocked from 6:30 to 7:00 a .m., 
while shifting was done on t h e 
Florence Mine siding, also on 
October 141 195·2 th~sarne situation 
existed from 11:30 p .m.,~ to 11:40 
p .m.· 

When the crossing is blocked for 
a period of one- half hour at that 
time in the morning it means a 
blockade of approximately t w o 

-hundred cars on each side of the 
crossing, causing a terrific traffic 
jam .and also seriously inconven
iencing most of the motorists who 
are on their way to work. 

On Monday morning a great 
number of people threaded their 
way past the gates creating a very 
dangerous condition. 

When this matter was before the 1 

Public Utilitie$ Commission con
ditions such .as are existing n o w 
was our chief complaint op... t h e 
installation of the gates. Accord 
ing to the testimony of your wit
nesses this c{ould not happen. But 
it is happenin'g. 

Please advise what steps will be . 
taken to remedy this very serious 
condition. If this is allowed to con
tinue it will be necessary that ·I 
I i:ssue orders to our Police Depart
! ment to cause the arrest of the 
I resportsible party when the cross-
ing is· blocked longer than allowed 
by law." 

Burgess Protests Blocked Railroad Crossing 
Burgettstown Enterprise-October 23, 1952 Edition 



Burgettstown, PA Railroad Scene-Early 1950's. 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



Crowds during the Union Agriculture Fair 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



Burgettstown Freight Station 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 
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Burgettstown Railroad-1908 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 





Burgettstown, PA Railroad Scene-Early 1950's. 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



Railroad Scene entering Burgettstown, PA.-Early 1950's. 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



Burgettstown Train 3802-September 1932 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



Burgettstown Railroad Station at Fair Time 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 
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Burgettstown Train Station Welcoming Visitors to Burgettstown Fair 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 





Burgettstown, PA Railroad Yard-Rear view of Main Street-1909 
Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 





THE ENTERPRISE/ ANNA MARIE SLAY 

Chugging along 
When things were much better for the coal industry, scenes such as this were common in this area. Elio Nencioni of Bulger captured 
this portrait on film of a coal train heading into Bu lger from Raccoon, circa 1949-50 

Bulger-Coal Train heading to Bulger from Raccoon, circa 1949-1950 
The Enterprise-February 17, 1993 Edition 



NOW OB&ERVING A HUNDRED YEARS of' transportation lH'Og1·ess, the Pennsylvania Railroad 
has ordered 326 new passeng·er cars for postwar travel. They will be the finest ever built and will em
brace safety and comfort features even exceeding those of tl~e deluxe equipment of today's best trains. 
Above, the richly furnished lo~mg·e of .Jhe famous "Broadway Limited," and. a Pennsylvania "bedroom 
llll wheels" in which a passeng·cr Fla y. relax in comfort and privacy. • · 

Comfort by Rail---Then and Now 
Burgettstown Enterprise-July 4, 1946 Edition 



Tuscarawas River Bridge, Coshocton, Ohio-1914 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 
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I GUTS TRAIN SERVICE 
ON P. & W. VA. ROAD · 

Passenger Serv ice Between A ve li a : 
and Pittsburgh Ceases on 

November 2nd 

Passenger service on t he Pitts
burgh & West Virginia Railroad. be
tween Pittsburgh and Avella is to be 
discontinued November 2nd, accord
ing to notices posted at stations of 
t he road last week. The right to dis
continue such service was granted 
by the Pennsylvania Public Service 
Commission October 12th. 

P assenger service west of A vella 
will be continued, it is understood, 
as the public service commissions 
of Ohio and West Virginia haYe re-

I 
fused to grant permission to discon-
t inue th C' trains. ' 

I 
The Pennsylvania Commission's 

order was granted in view of the t 
fact that. the Pen::l Bus Lines will , 

1 take over passenger service on 1 
Route 28, which closely follows the. 
route of the railroad, anrl S. L. Mc
Calmont, of Hickory, will h<tnl ex
press and mail by truck. At a latdr 
date bids are to be taken o1:1- ·m-a1 
service. At present mail is to be 
carried as far as Bridgeville on the 
Pennsylvania Railroad and picked 
up there by truck. 

The railroad said discontinuance 
of the service w il~ mean a saving 
of between $50,000 and $75,000 an

: nually, as passenger returns were 
' alll}ost no thin g. 

1I'his railroad was originally the 
Wabash, and began operating July 

· 2, 1904. More than a year ago 
' residents of Washington county 

towns served by the road protest
ed the proposed abandonment of 
service, but citizens now seem rec-

•1 onciled, and some think the move 
, may even prove a benefit . 
. , C. C. Coates, st ation agent at Hick

ory, has bef'n in charge at '\"enice 
' for some time and ·will continue in 
' the service at that point, where he 

lives. 
The Pittsburgh & West Virginia 

is considered the busiest coal rail
road in Western Pennsylvania, and 
before the days of automobiles 
was of great service to travelers 
from that section of the county. 

Cuts Train Service on P. & W.VA. Road 
Burgettstown Enterprise-October 29, 1931 Edition 



Dickers In Dirt 
March 27, 1945-Polish National 

Catholic church of Slovan to trus
tees for Polish National Alliance, 
Thaddeus Kosciuszki Branch No. 
1870, of Slovan, Lots Nos. 44, 45, 
46, 47, and 48 in the Hudson P lan, 
Eastonv,ille, Smith Township; $1. 

June 8, 1945-Isa Boles et al. , 
executrices of McClelland T. 
Boles deceased, Washington, to 
Clyd~ E. Fox et al., Weirton, W. 
Va., 170 acres and 63 perches in 
Jefferson Township; $1. 

June 1, 1945~Emma Carroll et 
:on., to John H. Carroll et ux., all 
}f Robinson Township, a lot 50 by 
140 feet, Barr street, Sauters 
Plan, Robinson Township; $1. 

June 5, 194'5- Jessie West et 
llx., Burgettstown, to Frank Mi
chael Chastulik et ux., Burgetts
town, a lot fronting 40 feet on 
Florence avenue, Grand View 
Pnm, Smith Township; $2,000. 

May 3·1, 1945- A. 0. Hindman 
et ux. , Burgettstown, to Wayne M. 
Culley et ux. trustee for Bur
gettstown Post No. 698, Amer,ican 
Legion Home Association, a lot 
fornting 123.7 feet on Washing
ton street, Burgettstown; $1. 

May 23, 1945-Joseph Lauff et . 
u.x., Midway, to D. Richard Don- i 
aldson et ux. , Midway, a lot, 90 ! 
by 100 feet, Main street, Midway; I 
s1 I 

May 14, 1945. Manor Real Es
tate and Trust Co., to Pittsburgh 
Cincinnati, Chicago and St. Louis 
Railroad Co., 13,879 acres in 

. Smi~h 'l'ownshiJ? ; $1. ·- ' , 

Deed Transfers 
Burgettstown Enterprise 1945 



Dinsmore Interlocking Tower-Near Burgettstown, PA 
The interlocking tower, in which the operator controlled the track switches on the line in the vicinity of the tower. 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



Dinsmore Telegraph Tower-Near Burgettstown, PA 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



lniNSMORE TUNNEL TO 
BE REPLACED BY 3 

TRACKS FOR P.R.R 

Ferguson and Edmondson of Pitts· 
burgh, under contract by the Pan 
handle Division of the Fennsylvanla 
railroad began work this week on thE 
removal of the Dinsmore Tu.nnel at 

I. the edge of town to provide a roadbed 
, for the building of a thr;ee-traci span 

to replace the two tracks in the· tun-
nel, now in use. · The purpose of the 
project is to prov·ide additional" track 
to expedite war shipping and to 
clear a bottleneck that now exists. 

I Due· to the increased . heig·h~ of loco
motives and ··box cars now m use by 

I 
the Pennsylvania, in many instances. 
they are not able to clear the tun:::tel 
and must be re-routed, causing addi

\ tiona! expense and delayed shipment,s. 
A cut 2000 feet long, involving the 

I 
removal of 1, 700 , 000 c.ubic yards or 
dirt and rock will be made parallel to 

1 
the tunnel and will affor.d space for 

l
t he building of three tracks. The 
road, r unning between Bur~Tettstown 
and 'Bertha will be re-routed to the 
north side of the tracks. 

Sub contracts have been let to the 
Mauger Construction Company of Col
mn;tms, Ohio, tor the removal of the 
d'ir t and to Groves, Landine and Cox,
Contractors, for the removal of the 
rock. 

Seventy key men will be used on the 
job, ~vhic·h is to be completed in 2~ · 

days. Walker G. Mead, the StaPt. 
i,ntendent in charge of the work to 
an Enterprise reporter OD! Tuesd:' I 
t hat stories to the effect that 2t n1 
negroes we1~e to be imported from tl:ti· 
south to do the labor on the job we.lt: 

' untrue. 'I'hese stories have been cir
culating in the Burgetts town dist~rict 

ever since J anuary 1st, when heavy 
mac;hinecy for the jl:>b arrived. A 

I false rumor was circulated that the 

I 
negroes were to be housed in box cars.. 
on the Center avenue siding: 

---V-=~ 

Dinsmore Tunnel to be Replaced by 3 Tracks for P .R.R. 
Burl!ettstown F.nternrise-lanuarv 14. 1 Q4~ F.clition 



Dinsmore, PA-May 1, 1922 
Culvert No. 30-1, View West 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



Dinsmore, PA-May 1, 1922 
Culvert No. 30-1, View West 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



Car~ Train Colli~ion Claims Life Here 

Edward Flanigan 
.. Killed At Crossing 

Tragedy struck again 
last Thursday at the main 
railroad crossing in Bur
gettstown, where a car 
operated by Edward P. 
Flanigan, 53, of 93 Main 
street, was struck by the 
diesel engine of a freight 
train. 

Flanigan died a few hours 
later in the Montefiore hos
pit~H, Pittsburgh. 

Burgettstown Police said 
Flanigan was pinned under 
his 1966 model s·edan after 
the car collided with the 

, train and was knocked about 
20 yards from the Pennsyl
vania Railroad crossing. 

The 80-car west-bou~d 

, Volunteer workmenbegin 
to lift this vehicle after it 
was struck by a diesel 
engine at the main railroad 
crossing in Burgettstown 
last Thursday morning. The 
driver, Edward Flanigan, 
was pinn·ed under the 
vehicle. H e died in Mon
tefiore hospital. 

(Enterprise photo) 

freight ·train and Flanigan's 
north-bound auto collided at 
approximate 1 y _10 a.m. 
Thursday. 

Burgettstown Police and 
Firemen were summoned 
to · the scene and quickly 
removed the body from 
under the vehicle. The 
S 1 ova n ambulance rushed 
the victim to the Washing
ton hospital, and he was 
transferred immediately to 
Montefiore. 

Burgettstown Enterprise 
1966 



Endangered train station cited

Bill Zlatos is a Trib Total Media staff writer. Reach
him at 412-320-7828 or bzlatos@tribweb.com.

"There's a huge nostalgia for trains
and train statio.I].s/, sll-esaid
Built in '1953, the VA Highland

Drive Campus is now threatened
with demolition. The VAplansto tear
it down and keep the land for some
unspecified use.
"Currently, we are taking due dili-

gence and pursuing all possible av-
enues for the future of this campus,"
said William Leuthold, a spokesman

: -with the VA Pittsburgh Regional
Healthcare System.
Crawford said the VA campus re-

minds people of how veterans were
treated. .
"If we're true historians, we need

to save the best examples of every-
thing because that tells us who we
are and where we came from."
The other sites on the list are Alt-

maJ;l's Mill in Saltsburg, Indiana
County; the already demolislled Gar-
man Theatre in Bellefonte, Centre
County; Old Hickory in Couders-
port, Potter County; Monterey Pass
Battlefield and Maria Furnace Road
in Franklin County; Irem Temple in
Wilkes ~arre; Public Federal SaVt
ings Bank in Montgomery CountS';
and the Legendary Blue' Horizon in
Philadelphia.

SUBMITTED

The Coraopolis Station, owned
by the Coraopolis Community
Development Foundation, may be
beyond salvaging, Preservation
Pennsylvania says.

eled and given back to the town,"
said Sam Jampetro, the foundation's
executive director. He said it would
cost about $1.2 million to renovate
the building into a 75-seat cafe with
a reading room.
Crawford called the station, with

its rounded windows and door open-
ings and square towers, a beautiful
example of Romanesque Revival ar-
chitecture.

CoraopolisfacilifJ~ built in
1895, added to Preservation
Pennsylvania resource lisi
B~ BILL ZLATOS .
A train station in Coraopolis aban-

doned about 30years ago and the VA's
campus in Lincoln-Lemington are '
among the most endangered historic
sites in the state, according to the
Preservation Pennsylvania group.
"This is designed to be a wake-up

I call to pay attention to these endan-
. gered resources, and maybe some-
thing can be done," Mindy Crawford,
executive director of Preservation
Pennsylvania, said Wednesday.
Preservation Pennsylvania began

the effort 21 years ago in response to
the demolition of the Syria Mosque
in Oakland.
The Coraopolis Station, built in

1895and listed on the National Regis-
( ter of Historic Places, is owned by the

Coraopolis Community Development
Foundation. The building is deterio-
rating to the point where saving it
n'iay not be feasible, Preservation
Pennsylv&nia said, but the founda-
tion was optimistic.
"We're excited, we're gratified to

make the list because it's one more
opportunity to get this station remod-

Endangered Train Station Cited
Pittsburgh Tribune- January 30, 2014 Edition

mailto:bzlatos@tribweb.com.






Fast Facts-Pennsylvania Railroad 
Burgettstown, P A 

The downtown Burgettstown business area was originally called Cardville. 
The area was developed in the early 1800's. Cardville was named after 
William W. Card, who was Superintendent of the Steubenville Division of 
Pittsburgh and Steubenville Railroad. The P & S was one on the corporate 
predecessors of the PCC & St. L which became the PRR. Both areas became 
known incorporated as Burgettstown in 1881. The Cardville Post Office name 
remained for a few years after the town was incorporated. 

In 1948, service was as available from Pittsburgh to St. Louis. Mo. 

In 1948, the freight yard had 9 sets of tracks. The Freight yard had storage 
for 239 freight cars with spur tracks to Cherry Valley (6mi), Cedar Grove 
(10 mi) and Langeloth (1mi). Two hundred freight cars left the yards each 
day. Five thousand cars of coal were shipped out each month. In the early 
1970's, the area between Bridge Street and Main Street (near Petrucci's 
Market) was removed to create the John L. Brunner By-Pass 

In 1948, passenger service schedules four trains to Pittsburgh each morning 
and four in from Pittsburgh at night. 

Last mail bag pick up was August 19 51. 

Last passenger service to the Center Avenue Station-February 28, 1961. 

Last passenger service on the Main Line-November 27, 1964. 

After that the line was freight only, volume and tracks reduced. 

In 1993 the mainline was only a single track and declared out of service 
before the end of the year. 

The main train station is currently being recreated as a business 
re-development venture. 

The freight station/Center Avenue Station is still standing and occasionally 
leased to the gas drilling companies. 

Fort Vance Historical Society 



FfrsiTurbine:ErectTicLOcomotive Tested 

/""" <:-' 

A new turbine-electric locomotive, recently tested, will enable the Union Pacific to handle its ,. 
standard equipment over the entire run from Chicago to the West coast without changing engines .. , _ 
H. P. engine will run from 500 to 700 miles without stops. General Electric and railroad engineers_..· ~~ "t 
years building the locomotive, which is the first of its kind built in the United States. - wor e v 

First Turbine-Electric Locomotive Tested 
Burgettstown Enterprise-December 29, 1938 Edition 
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An Open, Square, Aboveboard, Direct Appeal to 
the Intelligence and Ju·dgment of the People 
The railroads of Pennsylvania ancl New Jersey believe that the public should be fully ad

vised concerning the Full Crew laws in these states . Costly experience h::~s demonstrated that 
these laws have worked to the detriment of public interest and that their repeal would redound 
greatly to the advantage of the people. 

Not a Fight On Trainmen 
The railroad companies making this announcement wish the public to clearly understand 

that this appeal is in way to be construed as being aimed at the trainmen in their employ, nor 
is it an effort to curtrail operating expenees at the cost of public safety or service. 

The companies point to the fact, with justifiable pride, that whenever public safety and 
conven ience demanded an increased number of employes the necessary men were put on trains. 
Behind this statement is a record of advancemente and improvement achievements which is a 
most vital factor of calm and dispassionate consideration of the Ia ws in questi9n. 

But when arbitrary laws are passed which compel these railroad cornp'anies to burden 
their payrolls with some $2,000,000 annually for wasted, unwarranted extra labor, and wlfich 
actually means a decrease, rather than an increase, in operating effic'iency, together with hea\·
ier casualty lists, it is undeniable that the public · should be put in full touch with existing con
ditions that the people may judge wisely for themselves should an effort be made to impugn 
the sincere motives which prompt this educational campaign. 

How Full Crew Law Works 
A twenty-nine-car freight train can be opera'ted with five men. Add a car and an extra 

man must g o on. The law requires no larger crew on a hundred-car train. 
A four-car passenger train can run with five men. On a five-car or longer train there 

must be an extra man. Fven if all the cars are Pullmans, with porters and a Pullman conduc
t o r, a six -man railroad crew is required. 

A milk or expresses train of twenty or more can'-, running through sealed, and virtually 
without stops, must carry a crew of six. The only place four of them would ride would be in 
the end car. 

When the Full Crew law became effective in Penn~ylvania, the Penn10ylvania RailrNJd 
Liries East of Pittsburgh and Erie were operAting in Pennsylvania 2,971 weekday trains. Of 
these, 1,198 passenger and 1,061 freight trains were manned up to or beyond the law'e require
ments. 

The 1, 198 passenger trains which were provided· with crews equal to or in t>xce~s of the 
law' s requirements consisted principally of local or semi-local trains, making frequent stops 
and handling a large number of passengers. The second brakeman was employed to expedite 
the departure of trains from stations and to assist conductors in collecting tickets. 

The 1,061 freight trains on which the law required no additional men consisted of local freight 
trains carrying package freight , on which brakemen were required to load an<'! unload carl'; 
road shifters, doing a large amount of work, necessitating the throwing of s·witches and much 
hand braking on cars; mine trains, placing empty cars and picking up loaded cars, and through 
slow freight trains of heavy tonnage on the Phila<'lelphia and Middle Divisions on which the 
brakemen riding on the front part of the trains were required to assist the firemen. 

Official Casualty Statistics 
Th e effect of the Full Crew laws in forcing extra men into already adequate train crews, 

thus dividing responsibility, has been to increase the hazard of operation. This fact is con
clusively proved by the official figures of the ,Interstate Commerce Commission. The great 
number of persons killed who were neither employes nor passengers have nnt been includeci, 
for it is obvious that extra men on trains are powerless to prevent such casualties. 

The Pennsylvania Full Crew law took effect on July 19, 1911. The Commission's figures 
show that for the three-year period preceding this date 10,186 employes and passengers were 
killed. Since the law became operative, tbe total number killed shows an increa'8e, or 10,372 i , : .; , r .tt 1 

pe rsons. 
The casualty list of the Pennsylvania Railroad for the six months preceding the enact-

ment and the first six months of 1914, when the law was in full force and effect, discloses the 
following startling comparison: 

The Burgettstown Call-February 18, 1915 Edition 
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the lntelligen~e and ju-dgment of the People 
The railroads of Pennsylvania and New Jersey belie~e that the public should be fully ad

vised concerning the Full Grew laws in these states. Costly experience h::1s demonstrated that 
these laws have worked to the detriment of public interest and that their repeal would redound 
greatly to the advantage of the people. 

Not a Fight On Trainmen 
The railroad companies making this announcement wish the public to clearly understand 

that this appeal is in way to be construed as being aimed at the trainmen in their employ, nor 
is it an effort to curt rail operating expenees at the cost of public safety or service. ~ · . 

The companies point to the fact, with justifiable pride, that whenever public safety and 
l'Onvenience demanded an increased number of employes the necessa·ry men were put on trains. 
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most vital factor of calm and dispassionate consideration of the laws in questi9n. 
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man must ~o on. The law requires no larger crew on a hundred-car train. 
A four-car passenger train can run with five men. On a live-car or longer train there 

must be an extra man. Fven if all the cars .are Pullmans, with porters a·nd a Pullman conduc
tor, a six-man railroad crew is required. 

A milk or expresses train of twenty or more car~, running through sealed, and virtually 
without stops, must carry a crew of six. The only place four of them would ride would be in 
the end car. · 

When the Full Crew law became effective in Penn!>ylvania, the Penm•ylvania Railrt'ad 
Lirie·s East of Pittsburgh and Erie were operating in Pennsylvania 2,971 weekday trains. Of 
these, 1,198 passenger and 1,061 freight trains were manned up to or beyond the law's require
ments. 

The 1,198 passenger trains which were provided· with crews equal to or in exce!>s of the 
law's requirements consisted principally of local or semi-local trains, making frequent stops 
and handling a large number of passengers. The second brakeman was employed to expedite 
the departure of trains from stations and to assist conductors in collectin~ tickets. 

The 1,061 frei~ht trains on which the law required no additional men consisted of local freight 
trains carrying package freight, on which brakemen were required to load and unload car!'; 
road shifters, doing a large amount of work, necessitating the throwing of switches and much 
hand braking on cars; mine trains, placin~ empty cars and picking up loaded cars, and through 
slow freight trains of heavy tonnage on the Philadelphia and Middle Divi8ions on which the 
brakemen riding on the front part of the trains were required to assist the firemen. 

Official Casualty Statistics 
The effect of the Full Crew laws in forcing extra men into already adequate train crews, 

thus dividing responsibility, has been to increase the · hazard of oper~;~tion. This fad is con
clusively proved by the official figures of the .Interstate Commerce Commission. The great 
number of persons killed who were neither employes nor passengers have not been included, 
for it is obvious that extra men ·on trains are powerless to prevent such casualties. 

The Pennsylvania Full Crew law took effect on July 19, 1911. The Commission's figures 
show that for the three-year period preceding this date 10,186 employes and t;>assen~ers were 
killed. Since the law became operative, the total number killed shows an increa'se, or 10,372 r t : d , r .,., 
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The casualty list of the Pennsylvania Railroad for the six months precedin~ the enact
ment and the first six months of 1914-, when the law was in full force and effect, discloses the 
following startling comparison: 

The Burgettstown Call-February 18, 1915 Edition 
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Along R 
Group hopes to 
organize a trail 
on former lines 

Harmon Creek Trail will seek assist
ance from a regional corporation in efforts 
to convert former Conrail.raillines into a 
multi-use recreational resource. 

At a meeting held Thursday in the Bur
gettstown Borough Building, interested lo
cal residents agreed to consult the Region
al Trails Corporation (RTC), which over
sees outdoor trails activities in several 
Western Pennsylvania counties. 

Representatives ofthe RTC will be ask
ed to attend a June 1 meeting here. 

Attorney John W. McCreight of the Na
tional Trails Council in Washington ap
peared at the session Thursday and volun
teered to contaci. thEoFRTC tor pos!.Jble lo
cal !lid. 

The Harmon Creek Trail was officially 
organized Nov. 23, 1994, in Burgettstown, 
where Larry Droppleman of Weirton, 
W.Va., was named interim president. 

The organization was formed to develop 
an overall plan, including the following: 
• Acquisition of the former rail line for 
non-motorized recreational use. 
• Building a blueprint for construction of 
the Harmon Creek Trail for public use. 
• Developing a plan for the maintenan..:e 
of the trail. 

Following acquisition of a charter, a 
membership drive will be started. 

The trail will provide an outdoor recre
ation opportunity for people of all ages and 
physical abilities. 

The corridor of the former railroad 
lines covers a total distance of approxi
mately nine miles. Less than half a mile is 
in West Virginia. 

For most of its length, the trail corridor 
offers users a passageway through unde
veloped wooded areas. Its wide and flat 
surface is well-suited for walking, jogging, 
horseback riding, biking and other non
motorized activities. 

Burgettstown Borough Council has dis
cussed the possibility of a park in its por
tion of the corridor, which also travels 
through Hanover, Jefferson and Smith 
townships. Brooke and Hancock counties 
in West Virginia and Jefferson County in 
Ohio have also expressed interest in the 
proposed trail. 

Those wishing more information may 
write to Harmon Creek Trail, P.O. Box 19, 
Burgettstown, P A 15021. 

Group Hopes to Organize a Trail on Former Railroad 
The Enterprise-May 10, 1995 Edition 







Hanlin Station 
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Hanlin Station 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



HENRY GILBERT, Panhandle di
vision crossing watchman, Bur· 

getlstown, Pa., was retired from active 
il uty, li'eb. 1, at the age of three score 
and ten after 42 years of faithful serv• 

ice wit' the com
pany. 

Mt. Gilbert was 
born Jan. 17, 1858, 
at Burgettstown, 
Pa. There ho 
spent his boyhood 
days-in !act his 
enUre life-having 
r e s i d e d in hls 
present home for 
the past 60 years. 
At the age of 18 
he launched upon 

H. GILBERT hls railroad ca-
reer, starting In 

the Maintenance ot Way dept., Pan
handle division, as a laborer, Apr, l, 
1876, in a gang In charge of Fore
man Henry Hess. Later he worked 
wlth L•'oremen Samuel Riddile, Thomas 
O'Brien, Mike Scanlon and Henry 
LLopold. 

It was while working tor tlle latter 
in 1889 ln a mason gang that the 
Johnstown l•'lood occurred. He was 
t11en summoned for service in the 
flooded dlstrlct, working as a cook In 
lhe commissary department. Atter 
the flood he returned to Leopold's 
gang. 

On June 1, 1900, he was made fore
man of a section on the Wheeling 
br<>.nch, located at Short Creelt, W. Va. 
He served In that capacity until 1911, 
when he was transferred to Burgetts
town, Pa., as a crossmg watcbnUtJJ0 
whlch position he held until his 1'~
tirement. 

During his sc~·cotemi yeat·s of serv-

l ice at lhe cros:;ing at Burgettstown 
he carefully guarded tne lives or the 
hundreds of children who attended the 
high and grade schools in lhal town 
and is credited wlth never having had 
a single accident. 

Mr. Gilbert was united in marriage 
with Miss Harriet R. McCullough in 
1882. They were blessed wlth the fol
lowing children: John W., of Car
negie, Pa., who, like his dad, is a.lso 
a railroader, being employed as a. 
.Panhandle division engineer; two 
daughters, Etta L., wife of J. R. Ful
ton, yardma.~ter at 'vVellsville, 0 .. and 
Bessie M., wife of F. H. Gatho, serv
ice manager, Dodge automobile com
pany, Steubenvllle, 0. 

Mr. Gilbert will continue to live at 
Burgeltsto\;'n, where he has a com
fOJiable home and a little farm. Pos
:;e~sing exceptionally good health, he 
lool\s much younger than his years. 
Poultr'y raising and gardening are his 
chief hobbies and he lnleuds to devote 

1much of his leisure time to them. ~e 
and Mrs. Gilbert, however, expect to 
go on occasional sight-seeln,; trips . 

.Mr. Gilbert was alv.ays conscien
tious and efficient and by his retiring 
tho company loses the services of a 
loyal employe. He leaves the sen·ice 
with the best wlsl1es of employes and 
friend!! for a long and happy retire
ment. 

Henry Gilbert 
Retirement -1928 



IN SEARCH OF 

Hikers search for Paris crossing 
By Kathryn Campbell Slasor 
for The Record-Enterprise 

Eighteen history hikers left 
Eldersville on a warm early 
spring day to locate the spot 
where Paris Crossing on the 
Panhandle Railroad once stood. 

Paris is a small village in 
Hanover Township that sits high 
on the ridge between the deep 
valleys of Harmon Creek on the 
south and King's Creek on the 
north. 

Running east and west through 
the town is the Pittsburgh
Steubenville Pike upon which 
the town's importance depended 
in early days. 

In the 1860's, the Panhandle 
section of the Pennsylvania Rail
road was built almost parallel to 
Harmon Creek; sometimes cross
ing it via a trestle. 

John Dinsmore and Alexander 
Hanlin, whose farms farther up 
the valley were split by the 
t racks, demanded a station be 
built on each of their properties. 

When their requests were 
granted, the. little hamlets of 
Dinsmore and Hanlin took on 
importance as shipping points. 

However, the next station to 
t he west was Colliers, W.Va. 
Merchants and traders, hoping 
to eke out a living in Paris, real
ized that the world was passing 
them by on the rails at the foot of 
the hill. 

With the re-routing of the nar
row country roads emanating 
from the surrounding neighbor
hoods, easier access was made to 
a focal point. 

Thus "Paris Crossing" was 
born. 

Henry Briceland, an expert 
carpenter and cabinet maker, 
had his business in the station. 
Briceland gained notoriety when 
he was tried and ~onvicted on 
Dec. 4, 1872 of murdering store-

PIX COURTESY EO TAYLOR 

ON A DAY long gone by, Don Lochran leans against the railroad 
station at Paris Crossing, 

keeper John Allingham. Alling
ham was killed by a homemade 
pipe gun as he slept in his home 
on the "town pump" corner in 
Eldersville. 

The verdict against Briceland 
came about partly due to the dis
covery in his shop of materials 
used in the making of the explo
sive device. 

The extent of activity at Paris 
Crossing did not span many 
years. 

According to the writings of the 
late A.D. White, in his account of 
the Allingham murder, he speci
fied that "Previously a station 
agent had been kept here, but 
this service had been discontin
ued some months before, but 
Briceland still had his shop in 
the building." 

By simple calculation, it may 
be determined that between 
1865 and 1872, an agent was 
present when the trains stopped 
at Paris Crossing. 

After that, the building was 

still used as a shipping point but 
prob.ably under the "self-help" 
method. 

As the station was still stand
ing well into the 20th century, 
reason would have it that it must 
have served some useful pur
pose. Records are scarce concern
ing its final days. 

When the station at Paris 
Crossing outgrew its usefulness, 
the railroad company appeared 
with a crane and a fla tcar, 
picked up the small structure 
and hauled it away. 

The group in search of the his
torical site traveled down the 
road near the Robertson Fruit 
Farm, known as Creek Lane. 
Along this short stretch of coun
try road are the former sites of 
the stately Jonathan Wright 
home, the stone house that stood 
on the Laird farm, the primitive 
home of the Loney Sunderland 
and the little house where the six 
Truax children died of diphtheria 
within a one month span in 

Hikers search for Paris Crossing 
The Record Enterprise-May 22,1996 Edition 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 

1885. 
Also deteriorated into total 

wasteland is the spot where 
stood the Golden Horse Ranch, 
where fun, excitement and recre
ation were in abundance a half 
century ago. 

Once down the steep winding 
hill and across Harmon Creek, 
the hikers spread out and began 
a leisurely saunter down the rail
road bed where even the tracks 
of the Pennsylvania Railroad are 
relics of the past. 

Lloyd Martin, and John and 
Frank Ratkovitch wandered off 
the cobblestones of the railroad 
bed and searched the roadside 
weeds were they discovered 
stones from the foundation. 

Another attraction farther 
down the track and near the 
creek was the ruins of the old 
stone house where the Snyder 
family lived. 

This site was of interest to a 
number of the group who are 
descendants of this family. 

They include James Worstell, 
Margaret Kemmery, Mary 
Dolan, Lynn Snyder, Kathryn 
Slasor and June Grossman. 

Alan Gould, whose property 
borders the Snyder land, said the 
site may also be reached by way 
of his farm on Eldersville Road. 

This route would eliminate 
from the itinerary the crossing of 
the swift waters of Harmon 
Creek, which separates Hanover 
from Jefferson Township, where 
the Snyder house ruins lie. 

Others on the hike were Gay
lord Martin, Paul Dellenbaugh, 
Daniel and Rebecca Dellen
baugh, Helena Tomn, Robert 
Irwin, Ron Di Orio and Bonnie 
Osborne. 



On a day long gone by, Don Lochran leans against the railroad station at Paris Crossing. 

Hikers search for Paris Crossing 
The Record Enterprise-May 22,1996 Edition 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



Holliday's Cove Depot, WV 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



Important Railroad Control Center 

(By James F. Mullooly) operator - the t ower controls a 
stretch of track 'that r eaches from 

Now that the raucous blasts of Oakdale to Burgettstown. By the 
t he diesel horns have been returned mere flip of a switch or lever any 
to the McDonald Valley, let's have- train between the two points can be 
a look at one of the most familiar stopped or put into a siding. 
landmarks of the r ailroad as it The Laurel 1fill tower plays an 
passes through our area - the important role in the movement of 
Laurel Hill central tower of the rail traffic through the valley, and 
Pennsylvania Railroad. it is with much relief that we wei-

Here is . where Townsman Ray come back the "sights and sounds" 
Sm ith holds f orth as the daylight of this operation. 

Important Railroad Control Center 
Record Outlook-September 15, 1960 Edition 



I MIDWAY MAN RETIRES 
AFTER LONG SERVICE 

Railroad Conductor- Placed on Honor 
Roll With Clear Record of 

Ove r Fo rty Years 

James E'. Wallace, P . R. R. freight 
conductor of Mid:w'ay, was placed on 
tlle honor r oll on November 1st, after 
41 years and 4 months of service. 
Mr. Wallace was born J anuary 29, 
1865, at Stewardson Furnace, Arm
stro:::tg county, and received his edu· 
cation in the country schools of that 
district. At the age of 17 he entered 
the mines, wher e he worked four 
years. He also spent two y•ears work
ing on a saw mill, but feeling that 
there were greater opportunities for 

I 
a young man in the Pittsburgh 
district, he moved to McDonald, 
wher•e he again took up mining for 
a livlihood. 

Due to the many stnkes occurring 
at the mines, he became disgusted 'I 

with the mining industry and enter· 
ed the service of the Pennsylvania 1 

railroad on June 28, 1890, as a brake
man, and was assigned to work in 
old .Sheraden yard, now Corliss yard. 
On the. third day he met with an 
accident which nearly resulted in the 
loss of his right arm and hand, the 
arm being broken in three plac:es 
and hand badly crushed. 0::1 arrival 
at the hospital, the surgeon insisted 
on amputating his hand , but Mr. 
W:;.llace steadfastly refused to per
mit the operation, insisting tha.t an 
effort be made to save the band. The· 
surgeon was successful, aDd this 
proved to be the only injury received 
dll!ing his long service. 

He was promoted to conductor 
Ja uary 11, 1895 and bas always 
worked in the · Carnegie, McDo:::tald 
and Burgettstown distric:ts. The past 
201 years he has been on various runs 
out of Burgettstown, where he is weil 
known and has many friends. Mr. 
Wallace was united in marriage on 
June 21, 1886, to Elizabeth Finney of 
Midway, to which union a so::1 aud 
daughter were . born. Immediately 
after marriage, he took his bride to 
Midway where they began honse· 
keeping and has continued to reside 
in MidwaYi during his entire married 
life. 

Mr. Wallace is a great baseba.ll 
enthusiast and takes a lively interest 
in the Pittsburgh Pirates. At one 
time he had quite a reputation as a 
ball player, and for several E~ easons 
was a ca t cher for the famous R. E. 
McCar ty ball team. H e has made no 
plans for the future, but says h e bas 
several invitati.pn s from former a s
sociates to visit Florida and Cali
fornia this winter, and m ay decide to 
do so. 

James E. Wallace 
Burgettstown Enterprise-November 5, 1931 Edition 



.. ' )n.jured on Railroad. 
James Par)rs, · colored, 14-y-~ar-old 

.Json of the Rev. a.nc1 l\![rs. A. F. P arks 
· of Francis mine was seriotisly in
jUred last T.hursday afternoon in at
tempting to jump on a movin.g'• train 
near Bertlha station. He suffei·ed 'the 
loss of a leg and other injuries. which 
for a time were thought to be· fatal. · 
He w.as brougbit to the office of Dr., 
J. M. Boice, local physician, and sent 

. !rom here to a Hitts:burgh hospital
1 m a Lee & Wilson ambulance. ! 

James Parks Injured on Train 
Burgettstown Enterprise-August 7,1935 Edition 



JOTTINGS 
· Irate and indignant Burgeteers are 
plenty tired of Pennsy Engines throw
ing dirty water all over the town and 
blit~ing a black-out of their house 
paint. 

They told J. S. Gillum, superin
tendent of the P an Handle division 
as much, this week, in a petition ad
dressed to his immediate considera
tion. 

The Jotter is seriously considering 
joining the crusade. I'd like to add 
my two cents worth for A. W. N. (anti
whistle nights). 

It's like this, enough to make :;:t 
body maddern a wet hen. I work all 
day, plunking out a Jot or two, and 
taking mY turn back shop as a P. D. · 
and when I go home nights, I'd sure 
like to park my carcass on the back 
por~h, away from the mesquits and 
sich, and enjoy the flittin g of the 

I fireflies 'round about, but along comes 

1 
a P.ennsy engine night shift, shifts it-
self right across the crossing and pro

! ceeds to let out blast after blast, dit
! to smoke and din. It's awful. 
j Well getting back to the irate and 
1 indignant, if you haven't already put 
1 your John Henry on their petition, 
: you can do so any clay now. It reads 
like this: 

I J. S. Gillum, 
Supt. P. H. Division, Penna. R. R. 
Dear Sir: 

We, the undersigned citizens of the 
Borough of Burgettstown wish to call 
to your attention a condition that has 

1 
become almost unbearable . We refer 
to the clouds of dense black smo-ke and 

1 dirty water that is being thrown sev
eral times a day on our clothing ancl 
on the paint on our houses and in fact 

1
1 on everything exposed to it. 

The chief offenders, we believe to 
be the yard engine that goes to work 

: at 8:3.0 a . m. , and the trains design
ated by your company as W. C. 5 and 

. W. C. 6. The yard engine· keeps a 
: continuous cloud of smoke in the air 
from about 9 a . m. , until noon. Then 

! W. C. 5 goes west and either does not 
I have enough engines or is very care-
. less in the handling of his engine and · 
I finishes the job by throwing dirtY: 
water all over the town. 

i . We rea li z.e .ti,;J.t -~m} -Bngi.n.e . W.i.!f 
' smoke to a certain extent but we feel 
that most of this trouble i.s caused by · 
rank carelessness on the part of some 

' of your employes and can be elimin-· · 
' ated without causing the railroad anr 
I inconvenience or imposing any hard-
. ship on them. We have complaine<f · 
of this before a11d only · got temporary-
relief for two or three days. We don't": 
want to do anything drastic but if
we do not get definite and lasting re
lief from this condition, we will be 
forced to petition Council to enact an 
ordinance restricting the speed of 
trains through the Borough. limits to 
about 15 miles an hour. We respect
fully submit this and hope it gets 

1 your immediate attention. · 

Railroad Jottings 
Burgettstown Enterprise-July 24, 1941 Edition 



LABORERS WANTED 
8KlLLED AND UNSKILLED LABOR. ABLE 

BODIED MEN UP TO 60 YEARS OF AGE· APPLY 

PITTSBURGH & WEST VIRGINIA RAILROAD 

COMPANY, A. B. CRESS~ER, SUPERINTENDENT 

SHOPS, ROOK, PA .. 

Laborers Wanted-Pittsburgh & West Virginia Railroad Company 
Burgettstown Enterprise-August 19, 1943 Edition 



Laurel Hill Telegraph Tower 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



SUITS ENTERED 
FOR $80,000 IN 
CROSSING DEATHS 

Four- s uits to recover damages 
a£>:!l,'l"e!l,'at.ing- $ ~ 0. noo for the death 
of Robert and Roscoe N. Holland , 
kill P.d when th"jr antomobi! P. was 

stru ck by a train at Main S.h ·P.et 
cro~sing, h e re have been fil ed 
'1!2"R·in~ t the P <"-n 'lsvvlva ni a Ra il
roa d Comnanv. All four s uits 
wer e file d hv Viola M. Holla•nd. 

As th e "d.dow 0f Rm;c"e N . Hol
la nd , 5<:l, !>hP. a ok» f"r $ ?0,00fl and 
as admini s.t.>·n,tri x of his est a t f' l"he 
seeks $1!'l, ooo. Ao th o s nrviving 
nar Pnt of Robert Holl i1 nd, n . sh e 
hr"•ll <rht s nit to r <>:C f'V Ar $?0. 00() 

~.nd RR a dm-ini stra trix of hi s est 'l te 
o.h P i': P P )\S !1:21). 000. 

Tha ~cc' cl ~nt occmTed Decornh<>r 
27 , 1041 a-t tjH~ po·nna . ~t.o tion 

c J'oosi ng·. The s t a tPment of chdm 
o"\t o forth th >~ t. as th e ;> ntom obil e 
•1>·iven hv P"he1·t Holi R.n d. with · 
Roo coo HoliAnil, hj q fa t)l Pl' , fl " 3 

nRso on.gor , wa ::: c.ros" ing th e tra"ks 
ct. thi o· n"int it was strncl' hv a 
trn in. B"th Of',,:_npant s W P J" P ld.ll ncl 

Tt io il l1 f'o-o i1 th il t ohstrn t> t ion s on 
t h e :::tRJ inn Pl'tUorm n el'! r thf' trnck 
'>h<; tniet Pd th P. viP. w of til e an
nJ''l:>.chin R· t n in . U is a ls0 ch ~ •· g-e c] 

th :1 t til e clPfe ni1 a nt compRnv fnil " cl 
to give a ny wa rni ng of til e ap
proaching train. 
-~~~-~----V-----

Law Suits Entered for $80,000 in RR Crossing Deaths 
Burgettstown Enterprise-December 28, 1944 Edition 



Railway Leaders Not S-o Sure 
Trucks Hurt Their Business. 

Railway Leaders Not So Sure Trucks Hurt Their Business 
Burgettstown Enterprise-September 6, 1933 Edition 



LITTLE HOPE FOR'
10 O'CLOCK TRAIN

The Burgettstown Enterprise today
is in receipt of a letter from C. G.
Grove, Superintendent of the Pan-
handle Division of the Pennsylvania.
in which he explains why Burgetts-
town passeng-er ser:vic,e on the, Penn-
~')'lvania railroad has been curtailed.
Mr. Groves letter is in reply to a re-
quest from .the Enterprise, that Train
wh ich passes through Burgetstown
about 9:50 every morning stop here.
The Pennsy's c,hange of scheUule has
been very unsatisfactory to Burgetts-
town patrons, judging from the num-
be'r of complaints that readers of the
Enterprise have voie.ed. .

1\11'. Groves letter is as fo1l9wS:
Editor, The Burgettstown Enterprise:

I
"It has come to our attention that

the community of Burgettstown feels
the need for passenger train service
to PittsbUJ'gh approximating that
which was in effect during the day-
light saving time period last Summer.
or, around 10:00 A. M.

I
The existing condition as. it pertains

to train servic,e was brought about
due to very light patronage of train
No. 108, wh ich formerly oper:lted as
a local train the entil'e distance be-
tween Columbus an.d Pittsburgh. On
this account it was necessary to com-
bine it with one of our through trains
el iminating the local stops east of
Steubenville so that through connec.t-
ions at Pittsburgh coull] be main-
.tained, and then adjust the time of
Wheeling-Pittsburgh train No. 520 as
nearly as possible to take the plac,e
of the former schedule of No. 108
east of St'cubenville, and at the same
time meet the requirements of the
regular riders formerly using train
No. 108.
We appeciate this arrangement 01:

schedules is probahly not as conven-
ient as those in effect prior to April
28th, and regret the fac,t that these
tmins were not patronize.d to the ex-
tent that their former: operation could
be perpetuated.

Yours truly,
C. G. Grove, Superintenden.t.

Little Hope for 10 O'Clock Train
Burgettstown Enterprise-May 16, 1940 Edition



Location of former Railroad Tunnel 
Bulger, PA 



Long-hidden history emerging from Steamtown collection 
By David Singleton 

The (Scranton) Times-Tribune 

SCRANTON, Pa. -
Steamtown National His
toric Site historian Patrick 
McKnight wore a pair of ar
chivist gloves and delicately 
turned the pages of the aged 
journal in front of him. 

The book is alread.v in two 
pieces, its front cover demched. 
The gloves and care are to 
avoid more damage. 

Recorded inside are the cor
IXJrate minutes of the Liget's 
Gap Railroad Co. :fi:om 1849 to 
1853. Better known today by 
its modern spelling, the 
Leggett's Gap was the earliest 
precursor of the Delaware, 
Lackawanna & Westel]IWI· 
road and hauled iron railS pro
duced in what would later be
come Scranton to points 
north. 

"I'm sure if you look 
tlu·ough this, you'll find a 
Scranton or. somebody you 
know," Mr. McKnight said, 
referring to the city's found
ing fat.hers, as he eyed the 
neat, tight cursive flowing 
across the corporate minute 
book's pages. 

Six years after Steamtown 
acquired the Liget's Gap vol
ume and millions of other 19th 
and early 20th century corpo
rate records of the Dl&W and 
Erie railroads from Syracuse 
University, the massive col
lection's untold stories are 
slowly revealing themselves, 

thanks to often painstaldng 
work by Mr. McKnight and 
teams ofvoltmteers. 

"Ever-y day is an adven
ture," Mr. McKnight, 60, 
said. 

At the herui of the collec
tion - and what initially 
piqued Steamtown's interest 
in the archives Syracuse 
agreed to transfer to the his
toric site in 2012- are 20,000 
glass plate photographic 
negatives documenting the 
railroads from around 1900 
to roughly 1930. 

'rhe vast majority of the 
negatives are from the 
DL&W's files and depict not 
only its rail operations but 
also ancillary enterprises, 
including the coal mines it 
owned and operated in 
Northeast Pennsylvania; 
only about a thousand came 
from the Erie Railroad. 

One of the first tasks Mr. 
McKnight and his volun
teers taclded after Steam
town took possession of the 
Syracuse collection was 
scanning, sorting and index
ing the negatives, all of 
which have now been digi· 
tized. 

"It was kind of a priority 
when we got them because 
pictures are worth a thousand 
words,"hesaid. "Wehavemil ... 
lions and millions of words in 
the documentation we have 
here, but the pichrres tell a lot 
of the stories. It's one of the 
more interesting hooks in get-

tingpeople involved." 
Wit.hmany of the images in 

the collection unmarked, Mr. 
McKnight said he is con
stantly trying to better defme 
where the photographs were 
taken an,d what they depict. 
He regularly engages mem
bers of the rail-fan conlllltnlity 
to assllii, sending out five to 10 
photos at a time to let them 
"show how smrui they are 
andhowdumblam." 

It can be pruiicularly help
ful when it comes to DL&W 
bridges or other rail- or 
mine-related infrastructure, 
hesaid. · 

"Every now and then, 
someone stumbles across 
something and goes, 'Oh, 
wow. I didn't know there were 
pictures of that,"' Mr. 
McKnight said. "A lot of these 
pictures have never been seen 
before/' 

The Syracuse collection 
fotmd a home at Steamtown, 
in part, because it comple
mented existing compo
nents of the historic site's ar
chives, he said. 

Sitting at a computer in 
his office, Mr. McKnight 
pulled up a photo, repro
ducecl from one of the glass 
plate negatives, of a 16-foot
long model of tl1e Nicholson 
Bridge, also known as the 
Tunkhannock Viaduct. 
DL&W built the model ofthe 
concrete bridge ru1d sent it to 
an industrial exhibition in 
Germany in 1914, right be-

fore the start of World War I. 
"It got lost in the war and 

never made it back," he said. 
Steamtown officials know 

that, he said, because they 
nave correspondence in G€r
man from another collection 
- the DL&W chief engi· 
neer's fl.les gathered at Hobo
ken, N.J., in the 1980s - in 
which railroad officials "are 
trying to figure out what 
happened to their model." 

Although Steamtown 
placed a "big emphasis" on 
the glass plate negatives 
when it acquired the Syra
cuse archive, they represent 
only a small fraction of the 
overall collection, Mr. 
McKnight said. There are 
tons, "and I mean literally 
tons," of documents for both 
the DL&W and the Erie, plus 
all of their subsidiaries. 

"They generated a lot of 
paper back then," he said. 
.~'Railroads needed to track 
what tl1ey had and what they 
were doing. They were in 
business to make money, 
ru1d when they lost track of 
what they had and whatthey 
were doing, they weren't 
making money." 

Among the documents 
are copies of correspondence 
written by the various presi
dents of DL&W from the 
1850s until 1916, including 
William Haynes Truesdale, 
who oversaw the railroad 
from 1899 until 1925. Mr. 
McKnight said Mr. Trues-

dale was not only a "really 
sharp businessman" but, un
like his predecessors, he 
came from a railroading 
background. 

"Truesdale was a true 
railroader and he sort of 
pushed the Delaware, Lack· 
awruma & Westem into the 
20th century," he said. 
"Truesdale really modern· 
ized the railroad." 

The DL& W passenger ter
minal, now the Radisson 
Lackawanna Station Hotel, 
was constructed during Mr. 
Truesdale's presidency, as 
were what is now the G€n
eral Dynamics plant on 
Cedar Avenue and many of 
the older structures at the 
Steruntown site. 

In a major undertal<.ing, 
National Park Service vol
unteers scattered arotmd the 
country are helping Mr. 
McKnight trru1scribe copies 
of the more than 100,000 
pieces of outgoing corre
spondence Mr. Truesdale 
wrote between 1899 and 1916. 

"It's everything you can 
imagine," Mr. McKnight 
said. "When he became pres
ident, he was swamped with 
people wanting to come 
work for him. The railroad 
also ran coal mines in the 
area, so it's interesting to see 
how he developed the mines. 
When the anthracite strike 
of 1902 hit, you can see a lot 
of correspondence going on 
about that." 

Long-hidden History Emerging from Steamtown Collection 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette-August 12, 2018 Edition 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 

A rue on a table in Mr. 
McKnight's office is qpen to 
a letter Mr. Truesclaj.e sent 
Jan. 13, 1900, to Staver Car· 
riage Co. in Chicago. tn the 
brief letter, Mr. Trnesdale 
informs Staver that :PL&W 
is not buying buggies or 
heavy wagons at that time. 

Mr. McKnight s&jl:l. he 
takes photographs of f:lwlet· 
ters and emails them to his 
volunteers, who transcribe 
them. The transcriptions 
then are returned to Steam· 
town, where they beqome 
partofa word-searchableda· 
tabase. The goal is to get all 
of Mr. Truesdale's corre
spondence transcribed and 
ihto the database so re
searchers can easily search 
for names, places or what
ever. 

"Right now, I have a 
dozen transcribers signed 
up," Mr. McKnight said. "I 
could probably use a hun
dred." He said there is still so 
much to discover in the ar
chives that he sometimes 
has to force himself to set 
aside something he's found 
and take a step back or he 
wouldn't get any other work 
done. 

"I mean, we have a little 
bit of everything," he said. 
"There are just a lot of )ittle 
eye-openers. It's amazing 
what you can dig up here. 
There are just so many little 
puzzle pieces to the ntstory 
of the area and the couqtyy." 
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Mainline Railroad Schedule 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 

Sidlnc 
ANiaoed 
dinetioo 

Car Capacit7 
60ft. cart 

0 . 2 ··--·- ··-··· .. _ ..... 
0. 6 .......... ···--· ···--
1. 0 ··-· ..•. _.. . ...,.. __ _ 
1.3 ................... -----
2 • 2 .:_____ ··-···· ··-·-
3. 2 .. ........_ ··--· ......... 
4-.6 ................. _.......,.. 
5. 4 ·-····· .... ___ ........ .. 
6 . 0 ···-·- . .._..... . .... ~ 
6. 7 ._.... ··---- -·--
7. 8 ·--.. ··--- ··---
8.6 ........ ·-- ··-
Q,.f ··--· ·-·· ·-
9. 8 ..•..... ··-···· ··--

11. 0 ..••..•• ····-· ........ 
11 . 8 ····-· ····-·· -~··· 
13.5 ................ ·--
1 ~ . 8 ··-··- ··-··· ··-·-
15 . 7 . ....... ··-·-· ·-··· 
16.8 77 
1 7. 8 ·-····· ··-···· ··-··· 
18. 3 ........ ··--·· ··-···· 
1 {). 8 ··••···· .•••••...•••••. 
21 . l5 •••••••• ····-·· •••••••• 
23. 7 ......................... . 
25. 6 ··•••··· ·····-· ··-··· 
~{}. 8 ........ ·••••••· ....... . 
27. 6 ....................... . 
29. 0 ······- .......... ··-··· 
2'9. g .••••••. ··-··· ·-··· 
32. 1 ................ ··-··-
35. 6 ..••.•.. ··-···· ....... . 
8G .1 ...................... .. 
39.8 ··-· 
41.2 ................ .......-. 
41. 7 ···-··· ................ . 
4.3. 2 ··-··· ·--··· ---· 
4.4. 2 ··-···· -······ _.._ ..... 
46.8 203 111 
48. 1 ........ ··--··· ······-



McDonald Railroad East Passenger Train 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



PRR station at McDonald, Pa., july 25, 1954. 

McDonald Railroad-July 25, 1954 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 

(collection of Elmer Steuernogel) 



McDonald Railroad-April18, 1912 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



McDonald-Jumbo Coal Docking Station 

Courtesy of For Vance Historical Society 



McDonald-Jumbo Water Tank 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 
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Midway Railroad Station-Unknown Year 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



MORE TALK IS HEARD 
OF CROSSING CHANGE 

.Recent Surveys by State Engineers 

Indicate Railroad Cross i ng 

May be Eliminated 

.. 

Engineers of the Sta te Highway 
Department were bu•sy in the borough 
several days last week running lines 
and mapping distances. This ha:s been 
a regular feature almost every year 
for th e past eight or 10 years, and 
~[!iJ e the engineers give out no in· 
formation, i t has been currently sup
posed the activities had something to j 
do with the elimination of the North 
Main street rai lroad crossing at the 1 

p a·ssenger station. 
There is a possibility something 

m ay now be done. Mon ey in abund· 
ance for such projects is available, 
and it ·seems State and F ederal 
au thori ties are not only willing but 
anxious to supply funds t o meet al
most any popular demand. In the past 
the expense of changing local road 
ways and constructing a tunnel has 
prevented any work along this line. 

If this crossing is to be eliminated 
t here ts a possibility of three road- ~ 
-ivay changes . These would all con- . 
template underground location of the · 
highway. Tunnels could be construct
ed at Patterson's crossng, at the end 
of Dinsmore avenue ; at the presen t ,

1 crossing, and near the lumber offi ce [j 
of Linn Brothers. There are objec-, 
tions to all these locations as well a s · 
points in their favor. 

The presen t location of the crossing 
is suitable to the ]:)UJilding grades in 
the vicinity, and if a tunnel should 
be constructed t here it would be 
necessary to lower ma ny buildings 
perhaps 15 to 2.0 feet and practically 
do away with Railroad ·street. This 
would involve a lot of property dam
age. 

To run the highway under the rail
road at Patterson's crossing or at the 
Linn Brothers office would leave 
property on both sides of the tracks 
badly divided, as. it would be neces
sary to fence the railroad against 
traffic at th~ point of the present 
crossing. 1 

The .situation is somewhat unique, I 
1llld in view of all the circumstan·ces 
which would be involved in tunneling 
under the tracks, it would seem 
doubtful as . to any ~hangs being made·. 

More Talk is Heard of Crossing Change 
Burgettstown Enterprise-May 1, 1935 Edition 



More Talk of Road Change. 

Rumor persists that Route 18 in 
the ·bo.:ough i to be changed in the 
near future to eliminate the railroad 
grade cro sing a the P. R. R. passen
ger . tation. Rumor now has it that an 
underpass -will be constructed near 
the residence of Dr. A. 0. Hindman, 
Main street. 

More Talk of Road Change at Railroad Crossing 
Burgettstown Enterprise-August 20, 1936 Edition 



BURGETTSTOWN, Penn .• Dec. 12.-Carl 
McBride and b1s ~"ife were drtving in a 
sleigh from their home, near North Star, to 
this place. \\Then near Raccoon station .. o.n 
the Pan Handle Railroad, an express train 
dashed Into them. Both were terribly lnan
gled and instantly killed. They had been 
married but a few weelcs. 

Mr. and Mrs. Carl A. McBride Killed on Pan Handle Railroad 
New York Times-December 13, 1898 



N. ~R. HOLLAND 
N. R . Holland Qt .Burgetts.t'own, 

who was killed at the Main street 
railroad cross.ing on :Mo,nday morning, 
Deceniber 217, was barn in Popl·ur 
Bluff, ~G. ·, on Marc-h 10, 1884. 
While a small boy he moved to Ten
nessee whe11e he rema.ined until 1923 
and then came to Burgehstown where 
he was ei!ltPloye•CI by U1e American 
Zinc .and ChemiC!ai COJE'pany untiL 
1933 when he engag1ed fFID the timber 
and trucking bus-iness. ·' He WI}S a 
member of ihe Baptis.t c!'J.ure:fu. of New 
Liberty, ~inaHex , . Ky. .. · 

He is suj-.f.i>'ed by w :s w#e; .four 
sons, H erm;:iit, Trumanr and ·Rex 
of' Burgeti.tstown; and Fred of ~'Hovan; 
three daughters, ·Mr.s. Q-. S'. - ~-,::Don
ald o'f Langeloth; Mrs. Burton Reed, 
of Burgettstown; Mrs. Paul E. Ddng
fas• of Donora.; seven gra:ndchHdren; 
and one brother, L. W. HoFland of 
Let fayette, Tenn. · 

. Fn:ne·ral services were . held fl!"'m 
.t.fu.e C:hr'iSitia:n church of Burgettstown 
on Th ursdiay, December 3'0. at . 3: p. 
m. ' Imterme.nt was in Mft·. Pri!ISpec.t 
Cerndeey of Hickory. 

·t. v 

N.R.Holland 
March 10, 1884-December 27, 1944 



[ New Plant Project. .-
Plans are under contemplation for 

the erection of a $35,000: slag gri!d
ing plant at Hollidays Cove. 'lihe 
establishment of this plant will ma~e 

I 
it necessary for the construction of 
a spur line by the Pennsylvania rail
road company. The slag plant is the 
first of a number of new industries 
which are being planned for location 
in the bottom lands near the lrt 
Steuben bridge. About 50 men "!! 
be employed at the slag grindi g 
plant. Work on the railroad ext n-
sion has been started. · 

New Plant Project 
Burgettstown Enterprise- March 26, 1931 Edition 



Noblestown Railroad Station and Panhandle Hotel. 
Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



Kathy Redick took this photo of old train cars in Atlasburg 
covered with a fresh blanket of snow. 

Atlasburg-Old Train 
Observer-Reporter-December 18, 2013 Edition 



Primrose Couple Dies In Triple Crash-With 
Diesel Freight Train At McDonald Crossing 

Louis ·Orb en, 49, ·of Pr1mrose, injured. They were taken to l\1er- 1 

and his w·~e, ~elen, 44, met .death cy hospita!. 
Saturday m:orn1ng when their car Th p 1 · R -1 d b 
tstruck a P~nnsylvania Railroad _e ennsy vania ' aiT·Oa . e-
d'iesel freight train at the McJJon- , gan an inves·~iga~i.on Iy.Ionday to i 

ald .street crossing in McDonald./ determine the cause of the triple : 
Mrs. Orben was killed instantly 'crash. The railroad said fuat the . 
when she drove -her car into the watchman, Carl Boynes,. o.f No
path of an eastbound freight traip. •·blestown, had bee~ suspended 
Her husband was taken to l\l[ercy from duty pending outco-me of the 
hospital where he died Sunday at investigation. Although the v- atch -
11 a. m. of injuries suffered in the man ·\Vas on duty, ·warning gates 
crash. Another auto driven by ·Mrs ' at the crossin_g had . not been low.
~J.oseph De\vey, traveling north on ered to stop motor traffic. Boynes 
Mc-Donald street, had ·crossed the denied blan1e for the tragedy. He 
tracks in front of the die~el and said there was no \i'ilhistle blow n, 
was clipped in the rear and explaining ·why h e had not let 
bounced away. l\1rs. Dewey and do\vn the gates. The train's en
her daughter- in-law, Mrs. Calvin gineer, M. D. Baker~ -of Columbus, 
J. Dewey, both of Mc-Donald, Ohio, admitted there was no 
were thrown from the vehicle a~d whistle. It was frozen, he said. 

Louis and Helen Orben Die in Triple Crash with Diesel Freight Train 
Burgettstown Enterprise-November 29, 1956 Edition 



P & H General Store and Train Station- About 1900 
Hanlin Station, P A 



ennsylvaniaTrolley Musemnmarks 60-yem- milestone 
Arrival of streetcars marked ·· · · · ·· 
the beginning of local exhibit 
BY BRAD HUNDT 
StaffWriter 
bhundt@obseroer~'W"rter.coin 

On Feb. 7, 1954, "Oh! My 
Pa-Pa" from Eddie Fisher 
was atop the Billboard sin
gles chart and the World 
War II drama "Hell and 
High Water" just opened in 
movie theaters. 

l 
Also on that day, a Sunday, 

some residents between Pitts-

! 
burgh and Chartiers Town
ship were treated to the sight 
ofthree streetcars creeping · 

"(THE MUSEUM 
FOUNDERS) HAD NO 
FUNDiNG AND THEY 

., BUILT IT OUT OF THEIR . · 
OWN POCKETS~ THEY 
HAD A ~Oi OF OBSTACLES 
TO JUMP OVER. '' 
S<01T BE(:KER, EXEWnVE-
DIRECTOR Of PENNSYLVANIA 
TROLlEY MUSEUM 

down the Washington inter
urban line. Once a common "Thatwasalldonebyvolun
sight, the streetcars stopped teers using tools they brought 
and the line was abandoned in the.ir cars," accordirtg to 
six months before. But be- Scott Becker, the museum's 
cause it was still intact, the executive director. '.'Their 
streetcars traveled on it to vision was really incredible. 
2,000 feet of track in Chartiers They had the odds stacked 
that had been purchased by against them. They had no 
the Pittsburgh Electric Rail- funding and they built it out of 
way Club. theirownpockets. They had a 

It was the beginnings ofthe lot of obstacles to jump over." 
Pennsylvania Trolley Muse- Art Ellis, a 94-year-old Up
urn, which now has four build- per St. Clair resident, still re
ings and more than SO street- members that day. An em
cars in its collection. · ployee ofPittsburgh Railways, 

Although Friday· is a 60- he. said that "it was cold and 
year milestone for the trolley there was snow on the ground. 
museum, nine years elapsed We brought the three cars out 
before it officially opened, at and spent severn! houri; play
about the same time as The mg with them on the track, 
Meadows racetrack. Those movingthembackandforth." 
years were filled by the slow No official festivities are 
process of finding money and . pl.aimed to mark the anniver
building the museum, tasks sary, because the museum is 
carried out entirely by trolley closed during the winter. It will 

I 
enthusiasts laboring for the reopen in April, for a season 

• sheer love of it. thatwilllastthrough Dec.14. 

Above, the first three preserved trolleys are shown 
in this Feb. 7, 1954, photo, as they head to the Penn
sylvania Trolley Museum in Arden. The photo was 
taken along Morganza Road, adjacent to property 
that would become the Southpointe development. 
At left, Museum Car 3756 makes its way south along 
Pike Street in ChartiersTownship, pausing at McGov
ern for this photo with Patsch Auto Bus Co.'s replace
ment for the t rolley. Below, Museum Car 3756 stops 
at the former County Home station, on track acquired 
by Pennsylvania Trolley Museum. This shelter build
ing has not survived, but two others still exist. 

Pennsylvania Trolley 
Observer-Reporter-February 7, 2014 Edition 
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BULGER STATION BURNED 

The Panhandle station building 
at Bulger was destroyed by fire early 
last Fridav evening. The fire start
ed about 4 o'clock from some un
known cause, and .as the town has 
no fire protection, the building was 
soon destroyed. A large stretch of 
boardwalk between the station and 
the tracks was burned, with various 
consignments of freight which were 
in or near the building. C. C. Gist, 
the regular a~rent, had been doing 
special work fo·r the company, and 
the station was in charge of Leon
ard Cornell, of Bulger, and Mr. 
Plants, of McDonald. They had just 
left the building a few miuutes be
fore the fire started. Cornell was 
summoned and he arrived in time 
to get some of the contents out of 
the burning building. 

Bulger- Panhandle Train Station Burned 
The Burgettstown Call-February 18, 1915 Edition 
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Pay Car Worker-Colliers, West Virginia 

Courtesy of Ft. Vance Historical Society 
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Pennsy To · Stop 
AI Main Street ", 
Effectiv~ March 1 a change . 

. will-Be made in the location at 
-which the suburban trains . of · 
th~ Pennsylvania · Railroad \VHl 
make stops in· Burgettstown. 
Instead of the Center A venue 
Station, trains will now make 
arrival an<fi departure at t h e 
fo:rmer passe·nger station on the 
main line~ near the Main Street 
crossing. 

N q change will be made in 
the time of: arrival and depar
ture of · the hvo da_ily trains, 
which is 6:25 a.m. and 6:54 a.in. 
and 6:30 and 6:50 p.m" Ralph 
Farulli of Peppy!s -Restaurant, 
has~ invited passengers to 'v~it 
in his restaurant for trains. 

Pennsy Railroad to Stop at Main Street 
Burgettstown Enterprise-March 2, 1961 Edition 



PENNSY SCHEDULE 
.CHANGE FOR SUMMER 

Advent oE Dayligh t Saving Time 
las t Sunday ma rked the annual spring 
change of schedule for pa ssenger 
service of tbe Pennsylvania Railroad 
in th e P anh andle Di i ion . 

S.ta tion Agent H . H. Sonnhalter 
calls at tention to t he new schedule 
from BlU·gettstown to P ittsbur gh : 

· Week days-Eastern Standard time . 
Trains leave Center avenue s tat ion 

at 4:20a. m.; '5 :18a. m . ; 6:10 a .m. 
and 6:42 a .m. 
: Tntins leave Main street station 
daily at 11 :51 a . m . ; 3:48 p . m . ; 5:50 
p . m. and 8:21 p . m. 

Tra ins leave Pittsburgh fo r Bur
get tstown e. s. t . 

Da ily: 5:40 a. m .; and 10:35 p . m. 
Week days : 7:10 a . m . ; 11 :59 a.m.; 

2:40 p . m . ; 4.: 15 p. m . and 5:15 p. m . 
Su ndays: 7:50 a . m. and 4:10 p. m.. 

Pennsy Schedule Change for Summer 
Burgettstown Enterprise-May 2, 1940 Edition 



·. 
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PROTEST SCHEDULE ! ·' 
CHANGE TO SUMMER SCHEDULE BY THE PENNSY~VANIA RAILROAD , 

'THIS WEEK, BROUGHT A FLOOD OF PROTESTS F.RO ~ PATHON~-OF. THE 

PASSENGER SERVICE. IN RESPONSE TO N UMEROU~ INQUIRIES A ND 

ENTREATIES FROM OUR .RE;ADEHS, THE BlJRiGETTS'T"OWN ENTERPRISE 

PUBLICLY REQUESTS .THAT OFFICIALS OF THE PANHANDLE DIVISION 

GIVE SERIOU~ CONSIDERATION TO THE MATTER OF IMPROVING PAS

SENGER SERVICE TO PITTSBURGH FROM BURGETTSTOWN. 

INAsrviucH 'As THERE 1s 8'1.h oNE: DAY TIME PAssENGER TRA IN , 

LEAVI~G MAl~ STREET AT 11:51 A,. M. (EARLY MORNING PASSENGERS 
ALL LEAVING BEFORE 7 A. M.) BU_RGETTSTOWN COMMUTERS ARE 

REQUESTING THAT THE PASSENGER TRAIN FROM COLUMBUS, -o. TO 
PITTSBURGH, WHICH GOES THROU'GH BURGETTSTOWN AT 9:30A.M. 
STOP HERE, 

IT IS ARGUED THIS TRAIN COULD STOP AT BURGETTSTOWN FOR A 
PICK-UP OF PASSENGERS AND DELAY ITS . PITTSBURGH ARRIVAL A 
MERE THREE OR FOUR MINUTES. HOW' ABOUT IT PENNSYLVANIA 
RAILROAD OFFICIALS? • 

Pennsy Schedule Protested 
Burgettstown Enterprise-May 2, 1940 Edition 



Pennsy To Stop'"'' 
A-t Main Street 

Effective March 1 a change 
will be made)n the location a:t 
.which the suburban trains of ' 
the Pennsylvania Rail,road will 
make stops· in Burgettstown . 
. Instead of the Center A venue 
Station, trains will now make 

. arrival and departur,e at . t h e 
former passenger' station oh the 
main line, near the Maip Streef 
eros_sing. 

N·o change will P be made in 
the tirr?-e vf arrival and depar
ture 9f t11e two daily trains, 
which' is 6:25 a:m. and 6;54 a.m. 
and ,6:30 and 6:50 p.m. Ralph 
Farulli of Peppy's Restaurant, 
has invited . passengers to 'vait 
in his rest~uran.t for trains. 

Pennsy to Stop at Main Street 
Burgettstown Enterprise-1961 Edition 



Pennsy Trailor Truck Argues Rig·ht of Way 
With Loaded Pennsy Freight 

Rudy Putkovich, 15, Joffre trailor that runs between Pitts
sophomore at U. H. S., and ama- burgh and Burgettstown freight 
teur cameraman snapped this pic- houses, said his breaks didn't 
ture of a !big Pennsy traHor truck hold. He crashed ' into tl].e oncom
that lost an argument with <:l ing Pennsy co&1 freight, but es
loaded coal freight at the Raccoon caped uninjured. The trai.iar was 
crossing last Thursday, January[' damaged to th~ exten~ of several . 

30. Frank Lowther, driver of the hundred dollars. 

Pennsy Trailer Truck Argues Right of Way with Loaded Truck 
Burgettstown Enterprise-February 6, 194 7 Edition 



George Connelly inside of the Burgettstown Block Tower-1950's 
Originally used Morse Code as communication between the tower and the 
train engineer. Manual track switches are located behind his left shoulder. 
The tower was located near Our Lady of Lourdes Cemetery. 

George Connelly retired from Weirton, WV-October12, 1975 

George Connelly 
Pennsylvania Railroad Block Operator 



Retired Trainmen 
Meet At Midway · 
The Pennsylvania Rail

road Retired Trainmen 
and Englnemen,s Club of 
the Burgettstown area en
joyed a covered dish pic
nic Thursday, July 23, in ) 
Brockman Park, Midway. 
T·he afternoon and evening' 

• were spent in visiting 
, singing and reminiscing: 

1 

Club members present 
, were Mr. and Mrs. George · 

Williamson, Mr. and Mrs. 1 

1 Howard Brabson, Mr. and 
Mrs. Garvin Cochran, Mrs. 
Winifred Sneddon and John 
Brabson, all of Midway· 
and Mr.: and Mrs~ c. R: 
Wade and Mr. and Mrs. 
C h a r I.e s Milne, of Bur
gettstown. Mr. and Mrs. 
Milne were welcomed as 
new members. 

Retired Trainmen Meet at Midway 
Burgettstown Enterprise-July 29, 1964 Edition 
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33~%
llEDUCTION

In Round Trip Fares over

Q1h~istmas ani!:
~:ew: ~:ea~

HOLIDAYS
Going on all train!> December
23 24 and morning of the 25th.

Retu~ning until January 15, inclusive

ADDITIONAL LOW FARES
HOLIDAY WEEK-ENDS

450/0 ]U.:DUCTIONfor the
Round Trip

Prom noon Prlday lmW midnight
Saturday

:Betumlni until followini Monday
nliht

Good In COILc!lesor Pullman Cars

Pennsylvania Railroad

Local Advertisement
Burgettstown Enterprise-December 22, 1932 Edition
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Burgettstown Train Schedule-1901 

Fort Vance Historical Society 



Burgettstown Train Station 

Burgettstown Train-1927 

Fort Vance Historical Society 
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Main Street Business-Burgettstown, PA 

Fort Vance Historical Society 



Burgettstown Train Station 

Fort Vance Historical Society 



NORTH SIDE BUR TTSTOWN, PA. 
DIAGRAM SHOWING THE PROP SED STREET IMPROVEMENT. 

) R T\. J 

~~ 

~ 

------------------------------~~~---------Center X 
=== Railroad tracks. A. Shows location of propo~ed Subway for pedeRtrains. H. Fifty foot nhway 

for general traffic. CC. Proposed new tilred, which wl)uld he CJn extens1on of Brirl!.!"e ~treet to connect Center 
avenue with the Florence pike. This not oply provt<lf's a11 ontl~?t for a Rtreet car line bnt wou!d afford con'\"eo
ient access to freight and passenger station~. D. Xow an alley aloug-~ide of Hind111an's Harness Shop which I 
it is proposed to widen· to a street width. K Whitaker street. F. Fnlton street. H. Herald Office. P. Purdy 
Livery Stable. RR. Railroad property. X. Center avenn~. A petition for paving same with brick now being 
before Council. 

The Burgettstown Herald-March 15, 1911 Edition 

Fort Vance Historical Society 



Station and ::\lain St. , Bur rettstowu, Pa. 

Burgettstown Train Station 

Fort Vance Historical Society 



Burgettstown railroad buildings 

Fort Vance Historical Society 



Railroad Crossing, old Burgettstown Methodist Church near Family Dollar 

School students, Railroad Crossing Guard house in the background 

Fort Vance Historical Society 



View of Railroad Yard-1909 

1973-Railroad yard shortly before new by-pass construction 

Fort Vance Historical Society 
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. •v. THLVA A ~.I' "-
RAH-ROAQ COMPAN:..:_Y_..:.!..:· • ·=------=~=-

TWO•DA Y EXCURSION TICKET. RETURN COUPON 

BURGETTSTOWN, PAJo PITTSBURGH,PA~ 
In· consideration of the ndvted farl :at .wftl~h tbls tletet is . sold, 
it wm ltr ttonsred for Conttnuous Pass:aoe only 0 H THE AV 
Of SALE ~ stamped on bact hereof, or. ned succe~ding 
day, exceJt when Issued n atprday It witt be aood 

.. until tbc next followl111 Monday, lnclu.she. 

• For m L.-137 

(580"1-) 1458 

Burgettstown Railroad ticket canceled February 7, 1931 

Fort Vance Historical Society 



Passenger Station 
Center Avenue, Burgettstown 

1950 Flood, view from Main Street to Center Avenue 

Fort Vance Historical Society 



Railroad Crossing in front of Super Dollar, Burgettstown 

Burgettstown, PA 

Fort Vance Historical Society 



Last Mail Pick-up, August 1951 
Taucher and Hitchcock 

Fort Vance Historical Society 



Tunnel Terminal and Station, S. S. Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Tunnel Terminal and Station, South Side, Pittsburgh, PA-1912 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



Fourth Avenue Station. Pittsburgh. Pa. 

Fourth Avenue Station, Pittsburgh, PA-1913 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 





MAP OF 

PITTSBURGH 
IN 

1855 
SHOWING RAILROAD LINES 

LEGEND 
~ RAIL>:i'OAOS ·185!. 

• SU85fQUtNT CONSTRUCTIOH· P.l:t R. UN£5 

Map of Pittsburgh in 1855-Showing Railroad Lines 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



In 

Pennsylvania Railroad new Freight House-Pittsburgh, PA 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 





State Reports of Accidents for A ll , 
Carr iers Shows Increase in 

First Half of Year 

One pas·senger was killed in steam 
railroad accidents in Pennsylvania 
'in the first six months of 1935, ac: · 
cording to the divi·sion of accidents 
of the Public Service Commission. 
In addition, 25 employes, 109 tres- · 
passer·s and 27 travelers over grade 
crossings or a total of 162 person·s 
were killed in this period as com
pared. 

During the first ·Six months of i93~;. 
64 pas-sengers, 479 employes, 94 tres
passers, 147 travelers over grade 
crossing and 43 others, a total of 827 
persons, were injured in railroad ac
cidents. 

Bus and truck operation by motor 
vehicle operators holding a certifi
cate of public convenience from the 
Commis·sion permitting the operation 
of these vehicles as co=on carriers 
in Pennsylvania, resulted in 598 per
-sonal injury accidents in which 20 
persons were killed and 790 injured 
during the first half of 1935. 

Thirteen employes, 1,038 passen
gers, eight trespassers and 603 others 
were injured during the period. 

The number of accidents increased 
from 1,117 in the first half of 1934 to 
1,270 during the similar period of 
1935, an increa-se of 17 per cent. A 
majority of the injuries to street 
railway passengers were compara
tively trivial in their nature and due 
to falling in or while boarding or 
leaving trolley car-s. 

State Reports of Accidents for All Carriers 
Burgettstown Enterprise-September 4, 1935 Edition 



FullS team Ahead 

Railroads Push Westward 

Horse-drawn coach races early steam locomotive 

It is yet another of those interesting foot
notes to local history that some of the 
earliest efforts of the Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad to build a line through Pennsylva
nia were carried out in Washington County. 
In addition, one of the most commanding 
figures in the early history of American 
railroading was a civil engineer from Cen
terville named Jonathan Knight, who 
served for 12 years as the first chief engi
neer of the B&O. The Pennsylvania Legisla
ture, by an act passed on February 27, 1828, 
authorized the company to begin 
construction of a railroad in the com
monwealth. Within two years the headlong 
rush for railroad construction was on in 
earnest, and the age of machine transporta
tion was under way in the United States. 
Roads on rails were nothing new- in 16th 
century Europe, horse-drawn coaches were 
pulled along rails because ordinary roads 
were so poorly designed and maintained. So 
it was not surprising that the B&O, the first 
common carrier of record in the United 
States, first planned to build a road consist
ing of tracks over which coaches would be 

Page 82 

drawn by horses! 
The B&O had been organized in 1827 by 

bankers and merchants who had very little 
know-how in the business of railroad 
construction. Of course, the whole industry 
was in its infancy, and the B&O, like other 
early companies, sent its engineers abroad 
to find out how the English were doing 
things. The only school of engineering in 
existence in the United States at the time 
was the United States Military Academy at 
West Point. The B&O builders assumed that 
the base for a good railroad bed would 
probably be the same as that for a 
well-constructed highway like the National 
Road. Thus it was natural that they should 
turn to Jonathan Knight, the prominent 
civil engineer who had worked on that 
project. Knight was well known in Washing
ton County ; he had also surveyed and laid 
out the plat for Beallsville in 1821. In No
vember, 1828, the President of the B&O sent 
Knight and two others to England to study 
railroad construction. 

Early B&O plans called for a line to be 
built from Baltimore to the Ohio River, with 



Last train leaves City 

~eeling as the western terminus It was to 
:nake use of coaches drawn on rails by 
r.mses. Relay stations for changing teams 
- ·ere to be established every six miles. The 
project would thus require at least 64 sta-
~ons along the proposed 379 miles of track. 

And of course extra horses would be needed 
at relay stations in the mountains. Tlus plan 
"Jf operation obviously had a number of very 
practical drawbacks. 

Fortunately for the B&O, English and 
American inventors were at that very mo
ment busily experimenting with 
steam-driven locomotives. The record of 
success for the contraptions was somewhat 
checkered, but they looked a lot more 
promising than the clumsy system devised 
for horse-drawn trains. At this cri tical mo
ment Peter Cooper, the inventive genius 
from New York, entered the picture. In 
August, 1830, his diminutive locomotive 
''Tom Thumb" ran successfully on the 
B&O's tracks from Baltimore to Ellicott's 
Mills, Maryland. It lost a race with a 
stagecoach driver (who might well have 
been Lucius Stockton himself) because a 
fan belt slipped from a pulley and the 
stagecoach reached the goal line before 
Cooper's litlle engine could get up another 
good head of steam. Nevertheless it was 
clear that the steam locomotive was the 

Page 83 

answer for the source of power needed by 
the B&O to get its railroad line into opera
tion. 

Unfortunately, all this delay ln locomotive 
experimentation proved costly to the B&O 
and eventually caused it to lose its original 
charter to operate in Pennsylvania. The 
1828 charter called for construction to be 
completed within 15 years. With the 
enormous problems involved in pioneer 
railroad construction this was all-too-brief a 
period. Along with trying to resolve the 
power problem, engineers had to explore 
possible routes, another time-consuming 
project which required seven to eight years. 
In Washington County the route called for 
tracks to cross the Monongahela a t 
Brownsville, follow Ten Mile Creek to its 
head, and then proceed along Wheeling 
Creek to the Ohio River at Wheeling. A 
branch would cut off at the Monongahela 
crossing and go to Pittsburgh. Mter the 
route had been determined, the next step 
was to contact several hundred landowners 
and acquire the right-of-way. These pre
liminaries took so long that the B&O applied 
for a four-year extension to its original 
charter. The request was granted by the 
legislature and the B&O then had until 
February 27, 1847, to complete its project. 
However, by 1844 the road had not even 
entered Pennsylvania ; it had been con
structed only as far as Cumberland, Mary~ 
land. A second extension was clearly neces
sary. This time there was considerable 
opposition to the B&O in both Allegheny and 
Washington Counties. 

In Allegheny County there was by now a 
great deal of interest in the Pennsylvania 
Railroad which was just getting under way. 
This Philadelphia-based company. or
ganized in 1846, planned to make Pitts
burgh. instead of Wheeling, its western 
terminus. Pittsburgh businessmen were 
naturally more interested in the Pennsylva
nia operation. ln Washington County the 
opposition to a B&O charter extension came 
from a different source. Since the opening 
of the National Road in 1818, large segments 
of the county's population owed their live
lihood to jobs which were related to the 
operation of the Road. Tavern keepers , 
tollhouse operators, stage drivers, drovers, 
carriage makers, and others by the hun
dreds who made their living on the Road 
held protest meetings and let their repre
sentatives in the legislature know how they 
felt. The B&O charter extension was de
nied; Pittsburgh won the Pennsylvania 
Railroad terminus. Washington County pro-



testers achieved a brief reprieve for the 
National Road. However, the iron horse 
continued its inexorable march westward. 
A Pennsylvania Railroad train chugged into 
Pittsburgh in May, 1852. The B&O, after 
rerouting its line from Cumberland to 
Wheeling through Virginia as a result of the 
failure to get an extension to its Pennsylva
nia charter, ran its first train into Wheeling 
only six weeks after the Pennsylvania 
reached Pittsburgh. Washington County 
was thus not only bereft of its cherished 
National Road, on which traffic came to a 
standstill almost immediately -but also it 
was minus an important railroad link 
across the Alleghenies to the east. 

During this same period, several railroad 
lines were chartered in Washington County. 
They were short lines, designed to cover 
distances between communities no further 
apart than Pittsburgh and Washington or 
Waynesburg and Washington. Most failed 
before construction ever started. One, 
known as the Hempfield Railroad, was 

chartered In 1850 and organized in 1851. It 
was to build a line from Greensburg to 
Washington by way of West Newton and 
continue to Wheeling. Its first president was 
T.M.T. McKennan and its directors in
cluded C.M. Reed, A.W. Acheson, and Wil
liam McKennan. Jonathan Kn1ght was re
tained to help select the most desirable 
route. The Wheeling to Washington segment 
of the road was completed and ready for 
operation by the spring of 1857 at a cost of 
$1,434,000. Unhappily, work on the Washing
ton-Greensburg leg bad to be suspended in 
1854 because oflack of money. The road was 
mortgaged in 1855; in 1861 foreclosure pro
ceedings were begun and the road was 
placed in the charge of trustees. In 1871 the 
Supreme Court of Pennsylvania authorized 
the sale of the Hempfield Railroad. 1t was 
bought by John Klng, Jr., vice-president of 
the B&O Railroad, for $131,000. Thus it was 
that more than 40 years after it began 
operations the B&O finally acquired a line 
in Washington County. 



Queer Idea Prevails 
On Cross1ing Topics 

Unconfirmed Rumor to Effect T.hat 
Old Rai lroad Crossing . W ill 

Not be Eliminated 

Further activiti!ls or highway engi
neers in the vicinity the past week 
has led to 11: great deal of conjecture 
on the part of citizens, and various 
l'U!lllors which have been keeping the 
town more or Jess agog on .the topic 
of expected changes in ,high,vay 
routes and the elimination of the 
North Main ·street railroad crossing. 

It is very unlikely any person has 
any definite information on the sub
ject of the elimination of this cross
ing. Old residents state that every 
year for the past 20 years or more 
surveys have been regularly made, 
and ea.ch year there has been tallt of 
tunneling under the railroad to elimi
nate the grade crossing. So far the 
tallt never got beyond the stage of 
discussing the presence of engineers 
and their travels about town mea•our
ing and setting up marks. 

At the .[}resent time there are some 
·peculiar slants to some of the ideas 
back of the talk. One rumor is to the 
.effect tllat highway route number 18 
is to be carried down Main street ex
tension to a po'int near the Linn 
Brothers lumber yard, and a trumel 
constructed under the railroad there, 
the road to strike the regular route 
of 18 at the borough line on the Flor-
ence road. "' 

Included in the rumor mentioned 
is the idea that the crossing on North 
Main street is. not to be eliminated; 
but that the present street arrange
ment is lo be maintained· for the bene
fit of town vehicular and pedestrian 
traffic, the tunnel to be used by 
through traffic. 

Just what benefit such an idea 
would be to tbe town appears uncer
ltain. If an additional raUJte is required. 
it might as well be by way of Mid
way, wJ1ere a tunnel under the rail
road already is provided·. But, if tbe 
North Main street crossing Is fenced 
or otherwise closed thel'e is apt to be 
strife from business interests· located 
on the n.orth side of the traclis and 
the large pormlation residing in that 
paTt of iown. 

There is mucb involved in tbe ques
tion of elimina.ting the crossing that 
it woUJ!d appear very ~1/IIlikely any
·thing at all will be doufi\, unless route 
18 is made to tpass under the tracks 
at the· present crossing, with a cut 
of some 18 or -20 feet below' ;present 
street levels. This' would mean heavy 
property dama~e to stores and other 
property in the vicinity. 

If it becomes evident that changes 
are to be made it is a foregone con
clusion there will be violent opposi
tion on the pm·t of citizens to almost 
any ·plan that is advanced. The town 
n~ras laid out on the assumption that 
the population probably never would 
exceed 2{1;0 or 300, and the ~JOssibility 
of snell ·contraptions as automobiles 
never entered the heads of the good 
olcl brothers who saw no special harm 
in a few grade crossin gs as long as 
t he cows cowld be kept away from 

them. =--~-~·-~---

~··-----~~~~~~ 

Queer Idea Prevails on Crossing Topics 
Burgettstown Enterprise-May 1, 1935 Edition 



---.-- --....--~-~-~_.~~~.~
. New Agent Appointed. I

R. E. Albright of Pittsburgm has
,been 'appoimed locaL agent of the I
Pennsylv!il1ia railroad here, succeed-
ing the lateViT. A. Reed ..Mr. Albright

, formerly filled similar positions with

U
'".tne co.m.pa..ny at . Beav.er . Falls . a.11. d IRochester. N. Y. He Pas been in the

i employ of the P: R..R.' the," past. 2'3f,
) Y~..' '. _---I

R. E.Albright-New Agent for Pennsylvania Railroad
Burgettstown Enterprise-February 6, 1935 Edition



Raccoon (Joffre) Railroad Tunnel and Passenger Entrance -Built 1905 
Near the entrance to the tunnet stone steps lead the passengers to the smaller tunnel. This was made for the 
safety of the passengers. They would walk thru the passenger entrance and turn right to another set of steps. 
This would insure the passengers arrived safely between the railroad tracks. 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



Old Raccoon Railroad Station 
The old railroad station at Joffre was a familiar site for the town's residents 
many years ago. At the time, the station and the town were referred to by the 
railroad company as Raccoon. 

Old Raccoon Railroad Station 
Burgettstown Enterprise-June 8, 1988 Edition 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



Raccoon Railroad Tunnel 
Now known as Joffre, PA. 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



Raccoon Railroad Tunnel Keystone-1905 
Now known as Joffre, PA. 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society! 



Burgettstown, P A 

N. R. Holland and Robert Ralph Holland 
December 27,1944 



Father and Son 
I Killed Instantly 

At Main St. Crossing 
I Death took no holiday in Burgetts
town over the Chri stmas week end • 

:and on Monday about 11 o'cloc:k occur- 
ed one of the worst crossing accidents 
to hit this Community in years . 
I In full view of th e station I>la tfo·rm 
· containing many I>e:rsons waitipg for ·. 
, t he morn ing east bound• tra.i n , a fa th er 
i and son , N. R. Holland , 59, and 
Robert Ralph Holland, 23, W€'!"e in- · 
I stantl y killed wh.en the automobile 
· which they attempted to drive over 
the. tracks at Ma in Street was liter
a lly cru shed by impact wi th a w>est 
bound passenger tra in. 

I Adrian Bonnet, r elief flag man on 
duty a t th~ crossing >Was blowi ng h is 
whis tle and wav.ing- tbe flag wh en th e 
HoTlands p.ulleo up to" th e· tracks, 
wheTe witnesses st a t.ed they had par
tially stopped and then st arted again 
and at that instant they c:rashed into 
the on-coming tra in. 

! The car .was hit squarely in the 
middle and both men were thrown, 
one body dragging for a di stance of 75 
feet and the other was hurled diag
onally about 25 feet . The fath er' s 
head was crushed and the son's nee!~!: 

, was broken, J. R. Lee, deputy cor
oner . who took charge of the bodies 
reported. 

The family is well known in this 
district, having lived here for 20 
Y'eaiS. Recently they had moved' to 
the hous e at the fair grounds . They 
were employed at cutting a nd deliver-

i ing pit posts to di-strict min es . 
FuneraJ services will be h eld a t the 

Christian church , Shady aven ue , 
Thursday, December ~0 at 3. o'clock. 
Burial will be at Mt. Prospect cem
etery. 

Surviving are the wife and moth er . 

1 
Mrs. Viola Mae Dyer Holl and and th e 

1 follow.ing sons and daughters of N- R. 
' Holland<: H erma n ; Mrs. Bert Reed, 
J T1·uman a nd Rex HoHa.nd of Burgetts
( town. Mr.s . Guy McDonald of Lange
/ loth, Mr~. P a ul Douglas .of Donora, 
and F red Holland of Slova n , 7 grand
children and one bTother in La fayette, 
Tenn. 

---V--.,-,--

Holland, Father and Son Killed at Main Street Railroad Crossing 
Burgettstown Enterprise-December 30, 1943 Edition 



N. ""R. HOLLAND 
N. R . Holland <;>t .Burgettstown, 

who was killed at the Main street 
railroad cross.ing on Mopday morning, 
December 'll7, was bGTn in Poplur 
Bluff, ,MG.., on March 10, 1884. 
While a small boy he moved to Ten
nessee whene he remct.fned until 1923 
and then came to Burgettstown. where 
he was. em,ploye-<'1 by the American 
Zinc .and Ch.emiC!al Company untiL 
1933 when he engag1ed fu the timber 
and trucking bus-iness. · He was a 
member of the Baptist chrrrcfu. of Nerw 
Liberty, ~·fnaliex, . Ky. .. 

He is sdft.iv·ed by h.iis wife; f.a ur 
sons, H ermtin, Trumanr a:nq ·Rex 
or Bur:getitstown; and Fred of ~'llovan; 
three daughters, ·Mrs . G. S'. ru:·"Don
a:ld o•f Langeloth; Mrs. Burton R~ed, 
of Burgettstown; Mrs. P.l:ui E. D<m.g
Ia:s of Donora,; seven grandchfidFen; 
and one brother, L. W. Ho]la:ud of 
La:fa:}"ette, Tenn. - . 

· Ful'l:eral services were . h~ld fmm. 
.tfl·e .e'hr"fstian church of Burgettstown 
on Th ursdiay , December 3'0 , at . 3 p. 
m. ' h.terment was in Mt. Pri!1Spec.t 
Cemeteey of Hickory. 

· t ~~--v--- . 

N.R.Holland 
March 10, 1884-December 27, 1944 



· ROBERT R ALP H HOILLAN'D. 

Robe:rrt RaJph Holland, who was 
instantly kfHed· with frfs father in 
tfre a:cctdent at the raHroad crossing 
on Mcii!ld•ay, Deeember 27, was born 
fn Red Boi'lfngs Springs·, Term. , (IJll 

Jufy 3". 1920 . At- the age of 3 he 
came to Pennsyl'va:nia.. He graduat
Eid from Lan:geEoth gra:d'e s·chool a:n'd 
a:tterrded' Urrion Hfgir for a short time 
He worked with his fatller. 

He is surviv-ed by his mother, four 
brotheTs, three sisters·,. three nep.h
ews, and four rriec'es _ 

Fi.me·r al services were nerd from 
the Christian Church on T'hurs·diay, 
and· interment was in Mt, Prospect 
c·errretery .. 

Robert Ralph Holland 
July 3, 1920-December 27, 1944 



SUITS ENTERED 
FOR $80,000 IN 
CROSSING DEATHS 

F our- snits to recover damages 
a!!"~regat.ing- $q0 ,noo for th e death 
of Robert and Roscoe N. Holland, 
killi'Jd when thnj r an tomobi! P. was 

s tru ck !Jy a tra in at Main Street 
cro~~ in g-, here h a ve been fil 12 d 
'l.!!"a in~t. the P P-nTJsvvl vani a Rail
road Comoanv. All four suits 
wer e tile d hv Viola M. Holla•nd. 
A~ the '";dnw nf RnsC"P N. Hol

land, 5!), shP. a~ks fnr $90, nnn aT)d 
a.<> a drnini st ,·a,trix of his estat12 ;:be 
sePl{S $1!>. non. A« th o S lll'Vivin ~ 

nanont. of Rober t Holl ~ nd, n. she 
h''"'l <!ht ~nit tn r o:Crwnr $?0.1lllll 
"lld a>< a cln,in' >< t•·at rix of hi s estate 
~.hP l'PPJ\S !<2!), 1)00 . 

Th o ~cr.'d~nt. ocr:nrred D PC 0 rn h<>r 
27, 104~ a.t thP. P <>11n a . !"t .~ tinn 

cr~. in!! . Th P- statPrnent of claim 
o"t~ frwth th 'lt as thP fln tom0hile 
''ri vPn hv "PnhPI't Holl:<~.nd . with 
'Rn~r.no Hnlbnn. hi~ fathPl ' , il" a 
n"S""ll!!"~r. w:<~~ cros~ in>r thP. t•·<v'ks 
~t thi~ nnint it w"s strnck hy " 
tr,;n, B.-..th O"-''H)}a nts WPJ"P ]<i]] n (f 

Tt. i<: " 11"~"" tb"t oh>< trn"t 'on" on 
th<> "t"tinn nl'IUorm n<>'lr thP tra C'k 
"h"h·u c tPd thP. vir:w of the an
nr ,.,,.c llinq tr" 'n . R is a l "o ch " ''!red 
tl "t th 12 dPfennant compaJlv f;• iJ Pd 
to gjvo any warning of the ap
proaching tra in. 

---V- --

Law Suits Entered for $80,000 in RR Crossing Deaths 
Burgettstown Enterprise-December 28, 1944 Edition 



IN THE MAIL BOX 
Florence, Pa. 

• January 7, 1944 
Edhor-J .. , 
The Bui·ge'tl:stown Enterprise 
Burgettstown, Pa. 
Dear Sir: 

I reM YO!Jf editori•al relati-ve to:the 
grad;e~· · c~oositig in Burgettstown and 
wonder if anything is being dbne in 
regard .t;Q this situation. 
. I . th-L~it th.e C.ity Council should take 
this m.a:H~r.:uiJ.der consider11-fion, since 
the P.~n~~ylviil1ia Railroad Co. , dis
claitn.S' r~sporisibi1ity other than to 
provide \'Va:tchtnen which precaution , 
has pnjY:en, inadequate. I understand 
the State iligh way Department under
takes ilo illllProvemnet with-in a bOr
ough limit. . This attitude is prob
ably jli.shfied in a legal and technical 
sense. .though there is certainly a 
moraC Qbligauon i.mpuw. since this 
cro~ihg is actually ,part of Route 18 
and a ine'nace to through traffic , as 
weli d.<! to the people of this locality. 
Ir~ever , I beilieve this community 

is :i>roiperous enough to eliminate the 
crossi1lg without aid from either the 
Higb.\v}j.y 'Department or the Railroad 
Co. ;· . i4asmuch as ·the Burgettstown 
con'lmu.tiily, in CQmmon with other 
comin.tli1 ibes throughout the country, 
is spentli.il!g and wm continue to spend 
milliofls of dollars to prosecute the 
war ¢ffqft. which is as it should be. 
Final\J '~lg a war, great as the bur
clP.n mat- be is still one of the lesser 
h~rdsti.i~s that fighting a war en
tails &n.d.· does not compa.r:e to the sac
rifices being inadt> by our s.ervicemen 
in corl:t!ntt a,reas. Largely due to the· 
failure of World social and .political 
econrim.y. wars seem to be a necessary 
"Vii, but an eV'il nevertheless, and 

..!nevitably produE~ as a by product, 

death destruction and misery to all 
belligerants; and since all of us are 
necessarily contributing t-o this cause 
in some ·degree, why not spend a 
comparativel;y insignificant sum to 
eliminate the grade crossing, and! by 
bhis means prevent a repccurance. of 
the tragic accident of a few weeks 
ago. 

I believe the only way to ill.a.ke tbis 
crossing saf-e is to do away with it 
a! togethRr . 

Yours truly, 
B. J . Byrd 

---"--V----

In the Mail Box-Railroad Crossing 
Burgettstown Enterprise-January 13, 1944 Edition 



Blocked by the 
PITTSBt:RG, Pa. 

Pennsylvania. 
Jan. 14.- Deftnite 

!-;teps have been tal{en by the Pennsyl\·a
nia Railroad inter~sts to block the efforts 
of the Jones and Laughlin Stee l (_'ompany 
of Pittsmurg to build a railroad from 
Pittsburg to the laltes. '.fhe Pan 1-!andle 
(~ompany na~ had a force of men at '\Vork 
for ~orne time f:Ur,~eying a route through 
the N"orthern portion of \v·a·shington c~oun
tY for a road to f':xtend from the pr{lsent 
1ine at J3urgett~to"t\"n to the Ohio River. 
The comnpny Is buying the rights of v,ray 
and is securing a good route through the 
rli~trict where the ~teel company had in
tended to l:'uild the line. 

Railroad Blocked 
New York Times-January 15, 1903 Edition 



. -,_Railroaders H·ave Sign Language of Their Own 
'-.. 

EVERY little motion has a mean- . 
ing of its own on the railroad · 

- the wave of an arm by th e station 
agent or a sectionman to the crew 
of passing train usually means 
something more than a casual greet- ' 
ing. 1 

, : If something were wrong with the ' 
train, a hot-box, for instance, the · 
agent or sectionman would signal ' 
the train to stop by waving his arm 
back and forth across his knees at 
right angles to the track. 
~ The raised-arm signal, known to 
the railway fraternity as the "High
ball," is one of a number of hand 
signals which are in daily use on 
the Canadian National Railways 
and other North American rail-
roads. . 
~ Frequently, · the signals are 
~iven at a considerable distance 
trom the locomotive and to increase 
.visibility red flags are used. At 
Dfght, or when day visibility is poor, 
tanterns .spell out orders from 
braketiten to engineers. Here are 
:some of the signals most commonly 
used, and what they mean. 
· When a train is required to take 

j tn an extra car, it backs up toward 

I 
the car until the couple· '1. at the 
'end of the tr~iP . ?'>tl , .-- we required 
ear have been joined. To signal the ' 
eJigineer to back the train, the 

I trainman swings his flag or lantern 
!fn a circle at half-arm's length as 
;11hown in illustration 1. 
:· . . A~ the enu of the train nears the 
I ear, the . trainman SignalS the eng!• 
'aeer to slow down in order that the 
' eoqp}ers may be joined with a 
~minimum of shocks. To give this 

'Signal, be holds out his hand with 
,:ftag or lantern as shown in !llustra
'lion 2. 

1-Back Up · 2-Siow 

To bring the train to a halt as the 
couplers join, the trainman gives 
the engineer the "stop" signal by 
waving his lantern or flag back 
and forth across his knees in pen
dulum fashion as illustrated in 
drawing 3. 

If operations require the train to 
move forward following the cou· 
piing job the trainman will signal 
the engineer to proceed by raising 
and lowering his arm in a waving 
motion as ' shown in illustration 4. 

Before a train goes out on a run, 

. 3-Stop 4-Proceed 

( 

the brakes along the entire length 
of the train are inspected. If the 
man doing the job is at the r ear of 
the train when he begins his in
spection, he s ignals the engineer to 
apply the air brakes, in mann er of 
figure 5, by waving his hand hor i
zontally above his head. Th en he 
walks the length of the train ch er k
ing each wheel to see if the bra ke 
shoes have a fi rm grip of the tir P. 
in each case. 

When he reaches the head end , 
he s ignals for the rel ease of the 
brakes. This he may do verb r.i iy 

5-Apply 
Brakes 

6-Release 
Brakes 

or by holding his hand above his 
head as shown by drawing 6. H e 
then returns down -the length of 
the train to check that the shoes 
on each wheel have been rel eased. 
If he begins his inspection from the 
head end of the train he will give 
the signals in reverse order. 

Hand signals are an essential part · 
of train operations and -contribute 
materially to the safety of the trav
eler and efficient operation of Cana
dian National Railways' and other 
trains. 

Railroaders Haves Sign, of their Own Lanquage 
Burgettstown Enterprise-June 21, 1951 Edition 



Avella Man Gets 
S 116,000 Settlement 
For R. R. Accident 

Ray 0. <Simmons of Avella was · 
granted $126,000 in what is be
lieved to be the largest ow.t of. 
eourt settlements ever made by 

I 
the Pittsburgh .and West Virginia 
railroad for the loss of both legs . 
in an accident. 

Settlement of the case was an
nounced by Judge Gourley in . 
Pittsburgh courthouse last week 
and present to hear the verdict 
w as ·all member-s of Simmons fam
ily, including his wife and eight 
chitdcr·en. 

The Avella brakeman on Nov. 3, 
1951 was struck by moving cars 
after falling fwm a freight train. 
He said he fell when the wheel of 
a hand brake broke and charged 
negligence on the part of the rail
road. 

The Simmons children range in 
age from 6 month old twins to a 10 
year old ·daughter, the -only girl 
in the family. 

Ray 0. Simmons Gets $126,000 Settlement for R. R. Accident 
The Burgettstown Enterprise-October 30, 1952 Edition 



Reven:ue freight car loadings of 
the Pennsylvania Railroa·d: fm· the i 
week ending OctJo•ber 19tJh totaled 
101,509 cars, an inc:rase of 14.9 per 
cent over the corresponding week ' 
l·ast year, the company .reported last 
week. From the first of the year . to 
and including last week, the loadings 
amounted to 3,793,152, an increase of 
3.4 per cent over ·'the similar perto·d• 
of 1934. 
c..:_=-:...-~------------

Revenue Freight Car for Week ending Oct 19th 
The Burgettstown Enterprise-October 30, 1935 Edition 



· ROBERT RALPH HOILlA·N:D . 

Robevt Ralph · Holland, who was 
fnst<tntiy kffled· with hfs fathel" in 
the a:cdd'ent at th·e raHroad crossing 
O'll' Mo'rnday r Deeembe!'· 21', was born 
fn Red Boi'lfrrgs· S'prings·, 'T'erun., on 
Juiy, 3'. 1920.. At· the age of 3 he 
came to• Pennsyl'vanf.a.. Ffe graduat
E1d' from Langei1oth gra:d'e s·choo·l and 
a:ttmrd'ed Union Hfgfr fo r a short tim:e 
He worked with h i's fa.tlleF. 

He fs survfv.ed by his .mothe.r, four 
brotrne·rs, three sisters·,. three rrep.h 
ews, and· tour rriec·es .. 

F 'urreral 'services were heiU' f'rom 
the Christian Church on Thursday, 
and· interment wa:s fn Mt, Prospect 
c-emetery .. 

Robert Ralph Holland 
July 3, 1920-December 27, 1944 
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1

...... 9.39•------ 18 to 20. 
~9.9~ uJewett. .............. ~-"1 "' ~ I .. I •. 051 ., ;;: Cl 9.521 6.111------------ 9.46! ....... F ddf ... alttai:l rn 
7::.4':: " Rc.mley ................ ":...... ...... c ........... _ .., , ...... 1 ................. 1 : 1 ~.56:: 6.15'------ ...... 

1
t s.sq: ...... ; or a ~oo ae ce eee 

_75.1;!: u Scio --------------------"! ......... !_ _____ 0 u ............ l................. :: l .. 1&.i - I Q?i fj :o· I 9 t::,: -t auburban le:a.ffet. 
.e.~: "Conotcon ................. l-----1--- g. ------;------!~ ~ e 3.~8: ...... ------j-----110.07! 6.25'-----+-----IJ8·@;····-- 1

, ,_ee. y ndA 
8!.-w ".i:lowe::-ston .......... - ................. 1 il ------;----- -:: I 3.::-!: ....... 

1 
... -·r---1 10.!2, 6.30------ 1------ 1 • ;------: •- P• 0 7. 

S4.5l u F!.sher .... -:-:---~:--:---"i------!-----l-----~------:----- ... 
1 

~ !-----: ........................ --w ----w;no. 1a; 6.35'------r---i 11 00.~25.--- ... --· a s:.o~ to c!!.seb.!:;;e p~e!"! tro= 
EE.5! u P!::.!l.s..:!.el;:>:u..s .:--.... a.c._ ... "'-----··------·- ------------ • 3.Z3 ................. L----'-----· l0.2h 6.~ -----#·----• · 1 

-----· .?r:-..;bt!:"""...=, i.Od :JOl!::.a est. 
90:! . .U(D ; i 3.16~ 4.32: ~ 11• 5.39 7.17· ll.ZS' 3.i7: 7 ;:'itil!.3811.9' 10.32· 6.5()' ...... !-----',10.25'------; ~ •. 

·""! :..7} en..n.l..50D .... ---·---i 3.15d4~32' §~ 5 .. 39· i .. ~ir1L25 3.~7: 7."7Jll.=811.4.9:------1-----L-----'--·-----.. --: .................. b::t-0~on54.--::.Alto ~e or de... 
9U; "LJ::-;ch:rule ............ u: ...... , ____ l ;:;:o -----+----·: 11.291 a.sz: ... ::., .. ----!----j·-----·~------\-·---·1----T-----1-----.l cl:.:!...-;e ps.s..<>e=-!:2:""' for or from 

1~:~: ~ ?o":.di-~h~~~~n:-:::::: i::::::'l ~ I ~ ~ i:::::T::::J:::::! tr5: :::::: ::.::::c:::::::::,:: .. ::c::::l::::::c:::::::::::l ~~~ B~~~ D!..-lslon or 
JOS.Ji "Ke,..cooers~o= ...... ui ...... .g j =~ 6.081 7.411' 11.51

1

1 ~-2~' 7.5Z! ...... l!2. 18
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1.40
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'·1·=
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1
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............................................... j k Re~>UltLr !top on S&turdaya. 
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1 
7.35 7.35 ...................... .! ........................ 

1
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• no..; stop to receive puaen;;enofor 
Pll I A.,. P!l Pll Pll ! Pll ' /JI I .Ill I 1'11 I IJJ .Ill 1'11 l P11 .Ill ,~..,. , po1nts ~yond Columl>ttl. 

I 
s Stops to re<:<'lve pas!en~;ers for 

Denn!.son and points west. 

PITTSBURGH TO WHEELING. 

1 ,._ Table I 9 ltll07 i 1>01 I 621 I .531 61>11671 I 
_·_ JlA:!TER.'f n.u• ,D3.iiyjDs.llyjDailylDa.ily Daily Daily I 

I .l.ll l All I /JI Pll P!l I P!l 
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1.3 " Simthfie1d St. .. "1...... 7 .56i 10.161 1Z.56ibi.321 8.11 1 
8.5 " Carnegie ....... u 1...... 8.12! 10.31 1.11 b+.l-!6i 8.25 ! 

14.8 " ~akda.le ........ "j------ 8.22! 10.43 1.25 !.58,. 8.37 '!
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15.7 u • ohle~town .... ".· ........... 1...... l.Z8 ·---- .... .. 
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g:~ ::- B~~~~~:,"o·~;,- :: :: l::::::j .. a~ish i:o7 --i:sii ·s:2i, .. 9:oi I 
40. u Weir~n Jet. W.Y:Ll ....... c 9.081...... 2.2.6le5.~2. ...... I' 
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43.4 u E.Stenben,·!lle.u:{ 7-10! 9.lall1.38 2.35 5.52 !U6j. 
45.~ "Foll,.nebee ..... u 7.171 9.23111.44 2.H 5.57lr 9.42, 
49.~ "~ell~bnrg ...... u 7.~~ 9.36j11.53 2.50 6.051 9.50 I 
6!.. u arwood ...... u 7 . .::41 ....................... !g10.07 
65.7 Ar WHEELIXG .... u 3.05! lO.JSl 1%.20 3.19 6.30,10.15 i 

.l.lii!.~ININ P11 P11 I 

WHEELING TO PITTSBURGH. 
--i----------:---:----:----:----:---.---,-- ! Sleepiolt and Pnrlor Cars 

, Table 20 llOO 5201 530 j~>so I 900 ltll3S ~ I Pittsburch and \\'beeline 
Ja. &.c~n:aN Till• Dally Datly.Daily

1
Daily·.;Daiiyra.i1y 

P:>.rlor CAr:~ on tr:>lns No•. s:21. 

0 Lv WHEELI!i6 W.Ya. f.oo i.'::oi ?.10! ~zol ~~0 r.ao ...... l !530, 550 (ds.llYJ. 551 (d.:Ll17 ex-
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19.9 ":Follansbee ..... u 1.35 9.35j Ull 3.S61 5.29\ ...... 1. ..... I 
22.3 "E.Stet;~beuville.u 7.41 9.4Q 1-!6 i.Oll----=· 8.051 .... .. 
::3.9 Ar \\heeling Jet..... 7.50 S.bl 1.531 !.09! S.UI ...... 1 ...... I No.l507-Ne..-York·Wbee!lnz 
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1
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50.0 " Nobles town .... " ................. 1 ...... 1 ................ .. 
50.9 " Oskdsle ........ u 8.4210.331 Z.39! 5.09!...... 8.55 ..... . 

No.1538--Wbeellnlt-Ne..- York 
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6t.4 " Smitl..field St .... u 9.07 .......... IJ 5.36!............. ...... -coacJ:u tm llll tralru omltn otllcr-
6:>.1 u Fourth Ave .... " 9.12111.031 3.111 5.!21 ...... 1 !1.2:31...... !rl! 4 
65.7 ArPITTSBURGH •.• u ~IS\11J51 ~131 ~iSj z.,col ~25~------ ! t ncu .;,. 

37 COACHES ON ALL TRAINS IJNLE$S OTHERWISE NOTED 38 



Table 18 PITTSBURGH TO COLUMBUS. 

PittsG~:g~~ c~·:mbus I ::; I ~ I 31 I 3~ l 7. lt:a9,109 11~ I 27 112271 301 ! 3?1 I Z::l II zu 381 j I I U_ 
CENTITAL -:-nu: D:ulyiDailyiDally;Dalb'j.Da.llyiDa.iiyl·Da.ilyiDaily Ds.ilyiDailyi Ex. I Ex. D:l.lly Ex. Sun1. 'I 

Westo!Colu:r.bu" . 1,_, __ ! __ ! __ ,___ j --~~•~·-·- Sun.,~.--'--·--·-- _ 

I All .IJI AN /JI I /JI /JI Pll !Pii""PI! Pll l /JI I Pll ! Pll I Pll I All I I I I I 
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This is the second Union Station. Built near the site of the present building in 1865, it was 
destroyed by fire on July 22, 1877, during the Pittsburgh railroad riots .. Precipitated by operating 
practice changes that reduced manning levels and wages, the resulting melee destroyed most 
the PRR infrastructure within about 20 blocks and was a benchmark dispute in the annals of Ameri
can labor history. Two Panhandle locomotives appear at the far right. Note the fender lettered for 
the PC&StLRWY {predecessor of the PCC&StLRR}, appropriate for this pre-July 1877 photo. This 
rare three-axle Panhandle class EH tender was used on some shifting locomotives. 
{Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh) 

Union Station, Pittsburgh, PA 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



Lest 
We 

Forget 

Early Weirton settlers got first glimpse of new town at this Weirton PCC & St. L 
Railway station. Photo was token in 1911 

Dedicated to those in attendance at the "New Beginning" of the 

FORT VANCE HISTORICAL SOCIETY, October 10,2009. 

Stories & Pictures of the Panhandle Railroad 

Research & Story by June Campbell Grossman 



The Thomas Edgington Family 

One of the very first families to settle in the Cove was the Thomas 

Edgingtons. It was recorded by early historians that they arrived by raft from 

the north, coming down the Ohio River about as far as today's Fort Steuben 

Bridge. Thomas secured land surrounding the passageway known in the early 
days as Ferry Road. 

The exact date of the arrival of the Edgingtons is not known, but Indian 

atrocities at the time were at their peak. Thomas and his wife had arrived 

with three sons and two daughters: Thomas,Jr., George, Jessie, Harriet, and 

Sarah. After settling in, one day Thomas went to Brown's Fort to borrow a log 

chain. On his way back home, he was accosted by angry Indians and taken 

captive. He would probably have escaped but got trapped in the mud at the 

mouth of Harmon Creek. He spent two years as the prisoner of these red men 

and would have died but for the kindness and care of Scotash who befriended 

Thomas and kept him from starvation by sharing his own meager rations of 

food. After a couple of years, Scotash designed a plot to return Edgington to 

his home. His family did not know him when he arrived, nearly starved to 

death and aged from his horrendous ordeal. But all was not joy when he 

climbed the bank of the Ohio and made his way toward his old home. He was 

greeted with the sad news that during his absence, his son, George, had been 

murdered by the Indians and was buried on the land Thomas had suffered so 

much to possess. 

Years went by, and Jessie, the youngest son, grew to manhood. He never 

married, but he built a beautiful house on the home place for his siblings and 

their families. The picture on the following page is a front view of this highly 

acclaimed homestead . 

.Jessie Edginton became one of the best loved and most influential citizens 

of the area. He is probably remembered most for his work in trying to get built 

the seven miles of railroad line from Colliers to the Ohio River so that it would 

be possible to travel by rail from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, to Newark, Ohio. 

The hitch in this otherwise well-planned endeavor was brought about by the 

fact that the act which authorized the railroad construction stated that it was 

to stop at the Virginia state line. Thus the little village of Colliers was the 

getting-off point for travelers from Pittsburgh bent for Ohio. 

Jessie and his buddy, Nathaniel Wells, both wealthy men, had become 

railroad bugs, and were determined to get the trains at least as far west as 

Hollidays Cove, and then worry about how they would cross the Ohio River. 

A small book could be written stating the adventures encountered by these 

two men as they set about to perform this feat. But in simple language, it 

amounts to the fact that they bought up 7 miles of land, 100 feet wide, and 

jumped in with both feet to get that track laid. 

For some unknown reason, the Virginia legislature was just as adamant that 

the track would NOT be laid. At one point in time, they tried to pass 

legislation making it a misdemeanor, punishable by time in the penitentiary, 



for any person building a railroad within the limits of the state who did not 

have their written consent. But Wells and Edgington were not licked yet. 

They went to Richmond, and being personable men with pleasing ways, they 

convinced the legislature not to pass the bill. They built their tracks and 

operated their train for about six months until it proved to be not as feasible 

as they had hoped. People could now get from Pittsburgh to the Ohio River, 

but there was still no sensible way to get across the water, and thus on the 

train that would take them to Newark. And even the little 7 mile run they had 

worked so hard to produce, was not very satisfactory. Later developments of 

course took the train easily from Pittsburgh to the Ohio, and in 1864, near the 

close of the Civil War, the railroad bridge was finally built across the river. 

And on the now unused railroad bed of Edgington and Wells were laid the final 

tracks which, in December of 1867, became the famous Panhandle Railroad. 

Jessie Edgington was a very frail old man by this time. At the dedication 

service, the local world honored him by having him drive a gold spike into a 

railroad tie to commemorate his years of work in trying to bring the railroad to 

town. But another man had to hold Jessie up while he pounded in the 

glistening spike to the wild cheers of the entire population of Hollidays Cove. 

The first passenger train went from Steubenville to Pittsburgh on the day 
Lincoln was shot. Jessie died at the age of 84. It is said that his first and only 

ride on those tracks was when they took his body from his beloved Hollidays 

Cove to be buried with his family at Union Cemetery, high on the beautiful hill 

above Steubenville. 

The Edgington Home 

I 

FROM COLLECTION OF MARY 

CAMPBELL BOWMAN, HtSTORI.AH 



The Harmon Creek Wagon Bridge 

This picture is of the Wagon Bridge over Harmon Creek that stood near the old 

Hindman Mill, Brooke County, WV. Another man had built the mill but became 

weary of milling. Meanwhile, John Hindman had become weary of farming. The 

story handed down by word of mouth is that the men made an even trade - a 

farm for a mill. 

A picturesque landmark in its own right, this little bridge was a favorite of 

people of all ages in the days before the Flood of 1912 when it was completely 

destroyed. It was never rebuilt. Some old timers say that it stood where the 

"Rat Hole" was later constructed. 

The Panhandle Rail Road tracks can be seen on the left in the picture. The 

white building with the five windows on the side is the first Christian Church of 

the Hollidays Cove area. It was also destroyed in the flood and never rebuilt. A 

new and very different looking structure was, however, built on Main Street the 

following year much farther uptown. This church in the picture stood 

approximately where the Weirton Lumber Company now stands. The line of 

houses in this picture stood along Cove Road. 

The Wagon Bridge over Harmon Creek 



The Three Arch Bridge over Harmon Creek 

The structure known as the Three Arch Bridge near the Police Lodge area of Harmon 

Creek Road is an overpass, permitting traffic to get across Harmon Creek from Upper 

Cove to Colliers. At one time it was a necessary nuisance, being but a one lane affair. 

The story is told that upon one occasion in those early days before the 4-lane 

highway constructions, two vehicles approached the span, one from each direction. 

Both drivers pulled onto the overpass and each waited for the other to back off. But 

apparently both were a little hard-headed, so neither moved. No one knows how long 

they waited for the other fellow to give in. In all probability the length of time 

increased with each telling of the incident. But someone must have finally conceded 

that it was his turn to back up, since when last viewed by this writer, not only was the 

overpass clear of traffic, but it was also grown over with brush and grc;tss. 

The Three Arch Span over Harmon Creek 



The Swinging Bridge over Harmon Creek 

In the early days, the Panhandle Railroad went through Hollidays Cove (now Weirton) 

with a side branch passing up the river toward New Cumberland and points north. 

Persons living on Main Street and surroundings were forced to cross over Harmon 

Creek to get to the train station which was known as New Cumberland Junction. The 

path to get from Main Street to the station went through the property that now houses 

the Weirton Community Center. But when that path reached the creek, it came to an 

abrupt halt. Obviously a span of some sort was necessary to get over the waterway. 

The problem was solved by building a swinging bridge. A picture of this useful 

structure is shown below. It served its purpose well, albeit many a plump matron of 

the Cove of that day crossed it with much trepidation. After all, it did indeed live up to 

its name - a swinging bridge, and on windy days, the little span moved side to side 

even more than normally. It was difficult enough to hold on to ones hat while keeping 

ones skirt down, and next to impossible not to reveal a quick glimpse of a well turned 

ankle in the process. 



The Covered Bridge at Hanlin Station 

A person traveling down the steep, winding hill from Eldersville to Hanlin Station in 

.Jefferson Township, Washington County, PA, is greeted by the old Panhandle Railroad 
Underpass. Upon emerging from it at the other side, a choice of direction to pursue 

presents itself. A right hand turn would take the traveler to Dinsmore, then Francis 

Mine, and finally, Burgettstown. If, instead, the traveler opted to go straight ahead, he 

would be headed for Old Steubenville Pike and points beyond. Here, his first 

confrontation in the old days would have been the covered bridge over Harmon Creek 

pictured here. 

The late Warren Columbia, historian of bye-gone days, recalled that in 1904 or 1905, 

when he was circa 5 years of age, he was on the spring wagon with his father, hauling 

empty milk cans from the station. Sprinkles turned to torrents of rain as they pulled on 

to the bridge. As the water became higher, his father whipped up the horses and said, 

This is not going to improve!"" Shortly after they pulled from the bridge, they heard a 

crash behind them. Although the bridge had been built high above the water and was 

reached by ramps, it was no match for the cloudburst. Father and son escaped with 

their lives. No one alive today, of course, remembers seeing this bridge. 

The Covered Bridge over Harmon Creek at Hanlin 



.. The Rat Hole'" 

The underpass to end all underpasses once stood on Harmon Creek Road in Brooke 

County, WV, not far from what old timers referred to as Upper Cove. Today, the best 

description of its location would be just at the rear of Weirton Lumber Company. 

In the days before this underpass was constructed it would have been the 

emergence of the Panhandle Railroad in the area that prompted its creation. As one 

approached the Haller Park area of Hollidays Cove when traveling from Colliers toward 

Weirton it was necessary to cross the railroad somewhere to get to Cove Road. 

The solution to this problem was certainly not one that contributed to the esthetic 

quality of the area, but, it worked. It was in fact, a hideous hole in the earth, one lane 

wide, with a steep incline on the going-out side of it when coming from Colliers. 

When making this journey toward the Cove, the driver was compelled to stop dead 

on the Colliers end, blow the horn loudly, roll down the window regardless of the 

weather and stretch the neck to see if some ungracious driver coming from the Cove 

had beaten him to the pass • .If so, someone had to back up until the coast was clear. 

On non-school days, little boys, hoping for a nickel or a dime from a grateful driver, 

often "manned the fort". They took turns going down into the dungeon to direct 

oncoming traffic, while a cohort stood on the high part of the Cove side of the tunnel 

and monitored cars from that direction. Little wonder it was given the moniker of "The 

Rat Hole". Today, the Rat Hole is no longer. And even if the remembrance of it 

touches a nostalgic note, one is forced to add, perhaps inaudibly, "Thank God!" 

The Rat Hole 



During the building of the railroad in the Hollidays Cove area, many 

interesting things took place which are worthy of preservation. Persons living 

today are, for the most part, totally unaware of railroad life in those early 

times. In pioneer days of railroading, coaches were open, and passengers 

were forced to carry umbrellas for protection against the sun or the rain. 

Cross beams overhead were often so low that those riding on the top of a car 

had to sit down quickly to prevent being hit. Braking was all done by hand and 

there was always danger of the brakeman losing a finger or two. At places on 

the track where curves were sharp, it was not unusual for the train to jump 

the track. When this occurred, farmers were often coaxed to hitch up the 

team and get the train back in operation. 
The local historian of the Cove area, Charlie Campbell, is responsible for 

this information presented here. His grandfather and uncles were railroad 

men and passed along to Charlie the love of a train. This author has read 

several articles written by him about the general operation of the first trains in 

the area and the problems encountered by the faithful men who operated 

them. It should therefore be the truth that the information presented here is 

factual, and not the product of someone•s imagination. 

One of Charlie Campbell's favorite railroad stories, which he swore to be the 

truth, was as follows. Number 2 train frequently jumped the track near 

Wheeling Junction (later known as Weirton Junction). It was the job of an 

Irishman named Flanagan to report these incidents to the superintendent. 

Flanagan was a very thorough soul, and wrote lengthy epistles to his boss, 

giving all of the minute details of the occasion. The time came when his 

superior decided to put a stop to these lengthy reports. He wrote a terse note 

to Flanagan, telling him to hereafter cut these messages short. Flanagan 

complied. The next time the mishap occurred, the Irishman sent the following 

message. "'Number 2. Off again, on again, gone again. Flanagan." Charlie 

reported that it was a true fact that the once popular "'On again, Off again"' 

poem written by Strickland Gillilan, had its inception in this real life incident 

on the early railroad at Hollidays Cove. 

The Railroad Bridge at Weirton Junction near Ferry Glen 



New Cumberland Junction 
(near Walnut Street, behind the Community Center) 

Small building is the Railroad Station. 

Large building is the Signal Tower. 



Avella Woman Rewarded for Following Her Natural Instincts 

"Nothing heroic. '-'ust doing what I thought I should do." This was the 

response from Mrs. Tammie Hall of Avella, PA, as she accepted the 

"Chairman's Award" for $250 for preventing a possible disastrous train 

derailment in November, 2006. 

"My son came in and alerted me to the fact that 'something serious is 

wrong with the train track'. I became alarmed and went to investigate. I saw 

the damage and immediately contacted Wheeling & Lake Erie Railway 

Company." It is not clear what had happened to the tracks. It is known only 

that the next train through Avella could have derailed near the Station. 
Today, Tammie holds not only one award for following one of her natural 

instincts. '-'ust recently she was personally presented with a check for a 

$5000 reward by '-'ames Northcraft, Vice President of Transportation for 
Wheeling & Lake Erie. The ceremony took place at the Avella Railroad 

Station in the presence of several members of her family. 

On April 8, 2007, the 'train folks" whose tracks run almost through Tammie 

Hall's petunia patch, were frightened beyond belief. As he neared the Avella 

station, the engineer came within the range of a sniper's bullet that shattered 
the glass where his face had been. The alarm was soon spread that 
"someone shot at the train". Within minutes- police, medics, helicopters- all 
converged on the station area of Avella. 

The din created by the excitement did not prevent the sharp eye of Tammie 

Hall from zero-ing in on a possible suspect. With a ghostly expression on his 

face and a BB gun in his hand, the 12 year old admitted his guilt to Tammie. 
She calmly explained to him that it was her duty to "turn him in". She then 

notified the authorities. 
"But it was just a BB gun!" the juvenile protested. 

Tammie's favorite pasttime is helping people. The daughter of LaVerne and 
the late David Hampe, Tammie is married to Donny Hall and is the mother of 

two sons. She has been a resident of Avella, and Smith & Robinson 
Townships since 1978. 

A 1983 graduate of Avella High School, she has devoted much time to civic 

duties such as the Avella Volunteer Fire Department and the ARC Human 
Services in Avella. She recently broke her ankle in helping to answer a call 
that proved to be a false alarm. 

She remembers a great uncle, August Hampe, who lived in Buffalo Village 
and served before 1978 as the local constable. 

"I did not want to get anyone in trouble," Tammie says quietly, in reference 
to her actions in the train-shooting incident • "But I wanted to prevent a worse 

situation from occurring. I feel I must look out for the safety of my family and 

the community in which I live and work." 
James Northcraft's journey from Brewster, Ohio, to Avella, Pennsylvania, 

for the presentation to Tammie Hall, eventually proved to be three-faceted. In 

addition to the award presentation, he and Division Superintendent, '-'ames 



Hill, became members of the A.D.White Society during their stop at the Avella 
Wabash Station. This visible token of their personal support of this active 

historical group deeply touched members who are struggling to make it a 

force for good in the Avella area. 
The third highlight of the visit was Northcraft's announcement that the 

governing body of the Wheeling and Lake Erie Railway Company, led by 

Chairman and CEO L.R. Parsons, had reduced the yearly fee, for the Society's 

use of the land on which the Station is located, from $600 to $6. What a boon! 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 
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The era of street cars in Butler County carne and 

went since 1900. In 1900 the Butler Traction Company 

moved its first cars on Butler streets. They purchased 

and opened Alameda Park in 1901. 

In 1905 a company was formed that purchased a 

right- of-way between Etna and Butler . This company was 

franchised as the "Pittsburgh and Butler Street Railway . " 

It was owned and operated by Charles Gibson , E. c. Tennis 

and a Mr. Hurd who once owned and lived in Treesdale. 

Office holders or shareholders were Charles Hosford of 

Butler, Mr. Stephens of Gibsonia and Greers and Brandons 

both of Butler. 

Mars council granted the company the franchise to 

operate on the entire length of Clay Avenue , January 23, 

1905. The same year Butler Council gave the company the 

consent to operate on the streets of Butler . 

This road was nicknamed the "Butler Short Line." In 

later years this road was ofter mistaken for the "Harmony 

Short Line." These were difinitely two different lines 

1 

and many miles apart except at their terminals. The compan~es 

were separate in routes as well as terminals. 
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The Butler Short Line entered Butler via Sullivan 

Avenue, West Cunningham Street and Main Street to the 

court house . In a fairly short time the cars ran over 

~It Wayne Street viaduct to Center and Zeigler Avenues. 

The Butler Short Line entered Pittsburgh via Butler 

Street, Etna, following the railroad to Millvale and over 

the Sixth Street bridge, Sixth Avenue, Penn Avenue and 

ended on Stanwick Street. The passenger terminal was 

on Stanwix Street and. the freight station was on Duquesne 

Way. During repair work on Duquesne Way, the freight 

station was on Anderson Street, Northside. Later it was 

moved to the old Exposition building and remained there 

until the line was abandoned . 
which 

The "Harmony Line 11 ,first operated as the Pittsburgh-

Harmony- Butler-New Castle Railway, was put into operation 

in 1908 . This line entered Butler by way of West Wayne 

Street. The station was adjacent to the Ford Agency yet 

remaining of Wayne Street. Both passenger and freight 

were handled from the same terminal . It entered Pittsburgh 

via East Street and Evergreen Avenue. 

The first tas~ after getting the proper franchises 

was to buy the rights•of-way and survey . Some property 

owners were glad to have close transportation and donated 

land. Especially the farrners .who did marketing in both 

Butler and Pittsburgh. Both of these lines gave a~ 

economic boost to both cities . 



The survey was not too difficult. The Surveyors 

followed parallel with the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad 

and the eighteenth meridian from Etna to Mars. At Mars 

they left the railroad to the west and continued along 

the meridian giving the line a slight north-easterly 

direction. Slight deWivations were made due to the 

contours of the land . 

Next was to prepare for laying the track. Cuts 

were made through the hills, low places were filled by 

the excavation of the hills and three viaducts were 

built over strea rns and railroads. The largest cut 

was on the J. A. Humes property about two miles notth 

of Mars. The earth taken from this cut was used to fill 

a low place on the adjoining farm of E. A. McCandless. 

The second deep cut was at West Hoffman. A very high 

viaduct was built over Thorn Creek and the Bessemer RR 

just east of Renfrew. The second viaduct was over West 

Hoffman, over Pine Creekand the B & 0 Railroad . The 

next viaduct was into Butler before entering West Wayne 

Street. Hence the Wayne Street Viaduct. 

The work of the cuts was mainly done with pick and 

shovel and somw with scoops drawn by horses. Clarence 

McCandless used his farm team for the scoop. As soon as 

a temporary track could be laid a small dump car was 

used. Clarence and Mike E~X~ Dunhaver operated this 

car by hand brakes down grade then a mule was used to 

draw ~p the grade. Dynamite was used to break the 

rock. The laborers were men of the c urrounding communi t:.ies 



' . with the addition of a few Italian recruits from the 

"cities . " Those who came from a distance lived in the 

old Plummer House at Hutchman stop-now occupied by the 

Blackburn family. and some lived in a house on the 

John Lloyd property . Mrs. Emma Clark kept them supplied 

with produce as well as eggs, butter and milk. Mrs. 

Margaret Miller baked bread . Mr . Beach was the 

superintendant of the entire construction operation. 

The laying of the track required many small bridges . 

Small shelters or stations were built at the various 

stops. There 74 stops in all and a few had no buildings . 

After the final track was laid a small locomotive was 

used to haul ballast and whatever was needed. All of 

the MXXX~X material was transported to Mars of the B & 0 

Railroad. Men with horses who had hauled for the oil 

wells did the transporting from that point. At the 

brickyard the "Short Line" operated on the Band 0 siding 

thus the transfer used men who could shovel . From the 

Mars siding John T. Hutchman, Dale Walters and David 

Roberts used their teams. The little steaa l0comotive 

attached to several dump cars was operated by George 

Logan. 

Frank Hamilton and Floyd Lyon helped set the poles. 

James P. Merrileas was among the first linemen. R. H. 

Rape, superintendent of the Butler Railwya was in charge 

of the electric installation. 

·l 



A large power house was built near Renfrew. It 

was a large brick building and contained l{arge steam 

boilers similar to those used at oil wells in th~ day. 

They were he~d with coal shipped in by railroad at 

the Butler branch of the B & o. A darn was built in 

Thorn Creek to furnish water supply. Steam turned 

turbines which in turn rotated the dynamoes which 

created the electric power. Sub stations were erected 

in the car barns, Butler freight station, Allison Park 

and Gibson . For a short time a small substation stood 

on the right side of the track near the reed mill and 

· brickyard. Across the track from the barns, four large 

transformers were placed on the bank of the creek. This 

was during the last few years of operation. 

.. The car barns was a very large brick building which 

housed the sub-station, black smith shop, carpenter shop, 

paint shop, storage for the cars 1 superintendents office, 

dispatchers office, a room for the trainmen and a regular 

store room for all supplies. 

The cars were built by the Niles Car and Manufacturing 

Company, St. L~uis, Missouri. They · were shipped in parts 

on the railroad and assembled at the barns. They differed 

from other electric cars in that they had a pole and a 

pantagraph or "kite.'' The pole was used in the cities and 

5 



6 

the "kitesu were used in the country. The local cars had 

seats like those of the railroads. In the passenger depart

ment the seats were upholstered with green plush material. 

In the smoking compartment the seats were covered with black 

leather. There was a third compartment for express. 

The "Marsonia" was an exceptionally large car. It was 

carpeted and had upholstered chairs instead of seats. The 

chairs were not fastened to the floor and could be moved 

about easily . This car had no smoking or baggage room. It 

was used principally for the officers and special groups . 

!t jumped off the track at the south end of the Wayne Viaduct 

and was destroyed by fire. William Bowman was the motorman 

and the conductor is forgotten. No one was injured. The 

other cars were numbered and always referred to or scheduled 

by its given number. This car was replaced by 111. Instead 

of chairs it had regular seats. It was very up-to-date in 

decor and was used for officials and groups. It was also 

used as a "Flyer" or "Limited." 

Local cars made the run from Mars to Butler in forty

five minutes and to Pittsburgh in one hour and twenty minutes 

allowing for stops and meeting cars. All local cars left both 

terminals on the hour and half hour. Butler "Flyers" left 

Pittsburgh at 9:30 am, 1:30 pm and 5:30 pm. Pittsburgh 

''flyers" left Butler at 8:00 am, 12 noon and 4:00pm. The 

"Flyers" made the tri p in o ne hour thirty minutes. 
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There were two day freights and one night freight. 

Milk was delivered by the first day freight unloading some 

at different stops beginning at Vilsack . The largest 

quantity was for Rieck-McJunkin at the Pittsburgh station. 

The next largest quantity was for the Miller Brothers, 

Millvale. -.I Kleber Brothers at Vilsack were third 

dealers in milk. There were a few others who received 

a can or two . Most cans help five gallons and a few were 

ten gallons. Every Saturday morning a freight for farm 

produce other than milk was scheduled earlier in order to 

reach Allegheny and Pittsburgh markets early in the morning. 

Fruits, vegetables, butter, eggs , dressed meats constituded 

the most freight. Box cars and flat cars were used for 

larqer things as bricks, lumber, groceries, flour, sugar, 

molasses(barrels) and grain. Other items were cows , horses, 

and mules in the box cars . The Velte Foundry shipped very 

large valves used by the Spang Company in Etna. 

The track was single with twenty sidings where the cars 

met. The cars were heated by cylindrical shaped stoves that 

burned anthracite coal . This made little smoke or pollution. 

Pipes arranged along the floors on both sides of the car 

carried hot water from an oblong shaped tank called a 11 pig . " 

The only time bituminous coal was used was during World War L. 

The power house and stations used bituminous coal where there 

was no gas. 



A survey and some excavations were made for the 

extension of the line to Grove City. Due to financial 

difficulties the project was abandoned. 

R 

The aftermath of World War I caused the company to 

place it in the hands of a receivership under the super

vision of Mr. Bert Smyers. He was to reorganize the 

company trying to put it on a paying basis or if not to 

sell. The line with all equipment was sold to the Russell 

H. Boggs Foundation, owner and operator of the "Harmony 

Route . " They continued to operate both lines until the 

death of Mr. Boggs. It was passed on to his heirs and 

successors who sold to David I . McCahill and associated 

who oper ated the system until the spring of 1930 . It was 

again placed into receivership hands and continued in 

operation until the spring of 1931 . The receivership at 

the advise of the owners petitioned Federal Judge Schoonmaker 

to issue an order to discontinue the service and operation 

of the "Butler Short Line" which was then called the 

Pittsburgh- Mars- Butler Railway or "Mars Route" . The 

patrons along the route together with the employees tried 

to keep the cars running 'aJTJudge Schoonmaker overruled and 

Pittsburgh at 11:30 pm , April 22, 1931. 

A. P. Craig was motorman and Richard Palmer the conductor. 

Transportation and freight rates were not exorbitant . Commuters 

tickets could be had at a reduction. Several increases were 

made but never beyond reason. 



9 

Both electric lines were a great he~ to students who 

aspired to higher education. At the time Butler had one of 

the best business colleges in the whole U.S.A . The college 

was conducted by Prof. A. F. Regal . Butler High School had 

a four year course where the others had three. Many students 

took advantage of the fourth year. 

Following the abandonment of the electr ic railways, 

Mr. McCahill instituted a bus service under the title 

"Harmony Short Line Transportation". The buses after a few 

years went the way of the 11 Short Line" . Gradually they 

dropped the service. Several y~ars ago the bus service 

between Pittsburgh - Mars - Butler was discontinued. Today 

in 1972 the only public transportation for Mars is a Butler 

Motor Transportation bus that extends its service to patrons 

in Evans City, Mars, Valencia on the second Tuesday of each 

month. It is really a c hartered bus and not for the general 

use. 



The old railroad comes to an end 
Kathryn Campbell Slasor 
For The Enterprise 

John Dinsmore and Alexander 
Hanlin finally gave the nod. Each, 
in essence, declared, "If you intend 
to split my farm into two sections 
with a line of endless steel tails, 
than I demand a station!" 

Their words back in 1855 were 
prophetic. Today they are obsolete. 
Not only have their once pro
ductive farms become a desolate 
expanse of untamed wilderness; 
not only are they choked with 
brush, scraggly undergrowth and a 
motley mixture of weeds; but the 
railroad stations which were in 
question and later named in their 
honor have long since passed from 
the scene. 

The mournful whistles of the 
trains as they lumbered down the 
track to what was then considered 

far away places" have been 
silenced. Following a burst of activ
ity of more than a century's dur
ation, the noise, the rumble, the 
clackity-clacks" slowly began to 

abate. The iron giants and the 
strings of defenseless cars lessened 
Jh importance as progress in other 
modes of transportation stepped 
ahead. The warning blasts at the 
crossings will sound no more. Less 
than a month ago (August 1994), 
anchors and plates supporting the 
tracks were loosened, spikes pulled 
and the rails lifted along the nine
mile stretch between Burgettstown 
and Colliers. The clan of metal as 
the spikes were drawn up by large 
magnets and dropped into waiting 
-trucks was a death knell. The old 
Panhandle Railroad is dead. 

The railroad was built through 

the Burgettstown area in 1855 and 
1856, from the east. It had been 
started in Pittsburgh in 1849. The 
tremendous task of building a rail
road back in those days was accom
plished mostly by hand and simple 
tools. Blasting powder, horse
drawn scoops, one-horse dump 
carts, and a pick and shovel were 
the tools of the day. Stone for the 
roadbed was crushed by sledge 
hammers, wielded by manpower. 

The railroad company con
structed camps along the tracks to 
house the workers. As the work 
progressed farther down the line, 
the camps were moved 
correspondingly. A study made by 
the late Harris Smith, who had a 
lifelong interest in the subject, re
veals that traditionally the rail
roads were built by the Irish. At the 
time the Panhandle was built, the 

. chief immigrants into this country 
were Irish. Also, these people 
would work for very little compen
sation. Mr. Smith delighted in tell
ing the story of the Irish cook in 
one of the camps. She would walk 
to Pittsburgh on Saturday, stay 
overnight and return to camp Sun
day. She carried her basket of gro
ceries and a two-gallon jug of whis
key! 

Sanitary conditions were poor 
in the camps, creating the possibil
ity of disease. In 1855 cholera 
broke out in a camp near Burgetts
town. Six Irishmen died and are 
buried in unmarked graves in the 
old United Presbyterian Grave
yard atop the hill overlooking Bur
gettstown. 

About the year 1860, enough 
progress had been made on the line 
that passenger and freight service 
was begun. The tracks, however, 

went only as far west as Colliers, 
W.Va. There a turntable was built, 
and the engines were turned manu
ally for the return trip to Pitts
burgh. 

Ahead of the crews was the Pan
handle of West Virginia, a strip of 
land approximately seven miles 
wide. A drama of a few years dur
ation was enacted in this area, 
which story will be told at a later 
date. Next came the Ohio River, 
which must be spanned by a bridge. 
This, also, is another story. After 
the entire line was completed, pas
sengers and freight alike rolled 
smoothly along the tracks, with 
never a thought given during the 
next century of the time, the ex
pense and the hardships endured 
by those whose hands had made it 
all possible. 

Although many farmers ob
jected to the railroad's intrusion 
onto their farms and of the pound
ing of railroad spikes into their 
cornfields, the right of eminent do
main took precedence. The route 
was laid out and the farmers re
ceived compensation for their land. 
Many farms were split by the 
tracks, leaving no way for the own
er to reach the other section with 
his crude horse-drawn and operat· 
ed machinery- thus the introduc
tion of "crossings." 

The crossing at the northern 
end of Creek Lane, in Hanover 
Township, came about in a unique 
way. James Worstell, who lives 
across the road from the crossing, 
tells the story of its inception. His 
uncle, John Haire, from Canons
burg, had bought the farm in the 
spring of 1912. No one had lived 
there for a few years, so the rail· 
road company removed the cross-

The old railroad comes to an end (Pg. 1) 
The Enterprise-August 31, 1994 Edition 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 

ing. When Mr. Haire took up resi· 
dence and needed to cultivate his 
corn on the other side of the tracks, 
he must drive his horses a mile or 
so down one side, cross over at the 
Paris Crossing and come back up 
the other side. After tending his 
.fields, he must reverse his route. 

The year of 1912 was not a good 
one for Uncle John Haire. After 
spending his summer commuting 
via Paris Crossing to cultivate his 
corn, the Great Flood of Sept. 1, 
1912, roared down Harmon Creek 
Valley, taking the corn field to the 
Ohio River. That was the time 
when he decided to petition the 
railroad company to replace the 
crossing. The company did not, 
however, see the importance of an
other crossing so close to that of 
Paris, and the one just to the east 
at Dinsmore Station. 

So Mr. Haire began an account 
book. He wrote down all of the ex
penses incurred in those extra 
miles his horses wet·e required to 
travel, and the extra wear and tear 
on the machinery and the time in· 
volved in the detours required to 
cultivate another year's crop of 
corn. In 1914, when he again ap
pealed to the railroad company and 
was refused, he presented the ac· 
count of his expenses. The crossing 
was built. Since that year, probably 
very few who have followed Creek 
Lane from Eldersville, in Jefferson 
Township, rumbled over the little 
iron bridge that spans Harmon 
Creek into Hanover Township and 
observed the "railroad crossing" 
sign at the tracks, were aware of 
the story behind the crossing that 
bears Mr. Haire's name. 

Stories of Dinsmore, Hanlin and 
other families whose peace and 
tranquility were disrupted by the 
coming of the Panhandle Railroad 
will be told at a later date. 
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TME LAST TRAIN over Dinsmore Crossing made certain that no more such trains would be scheduled- it took the tracks with it! 

The old railroad comes to an end (Pg. 2) 
The Enterprise-August 31, 1994 Edition 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



'ii'HE " RAilROAD CROSSiNG" danger sign t hat has warned motorists 
near the end of Creek Lane has now become obsolete. This crossing 
is in Hanover Township, near the home of James Worstell. Picture 
taken July 21, 1994. 

PATIERSON CR(J)SSiNG 9 at the western end of Burgettstown, had 
been spared as yet when th is picture was taken, July 26 , 1994. 

The old railroad comes to an end (Pg. 3) 
The Enterprise-August 31, 1994 Edition 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 
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SPIKES AND OTHER metal objects cling to the magnet until released 
into the waiting truck. The railroad bed at Patterson Crossing west of 
Burgettstown now presents a bare appearance. 

THE ENTERPRISE / KATHRYN SLASOR 

. ~ d of s tne 
Rai ls have been removed from Colliers, on the west t o this 
crossing at what was at one time Dinsmore Station. Rails 
were cut off abruptly and plates, spi kes and anchors were 
later picked up by magnets. Only the t ies and the rust of 130 
years rema in in this photo. Even t he rust where the plates 
were spiked down will be gone when these ties are removed. 

The old railroad comes to an end (Pg. 4) 
The Enterprise-August 31, 1994 Edition 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



The Pennsylvania Railroad Ticket-Canceled February 11, 1928 
Donated by Dorothy Smith 
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"Time of Mail Arrivals.
Mail arrives at the local postoffice

from railway trains at 6: 40 and 10: 20
a: m., and at 1: 15 and 5: 00 p. m.,.sub.
ject to trains being on time. Distribu.
tion of these mails usually are com.
pleted within 30 minutes. Mail from
Langeloth, Cross Creek, Slovan, Atlas.
burg" apd Stud a on star" routes arrive
about 9: 30 a. m., and mail from Flor.
ence, Bertha and Joffre come in by
rural carriers about noon.

Time of Mail Arrivals
Burgettstown Enterprise-October 24, 1934 Edition



TIME-TABLE. 
Pitt,shnrgh, 'Cincinnati & Si. I,onis i1ai!wny 

PAN-HANDLE ROUTE 
··Taking eff•lCL .i AN. l 3, J 884 , tho loll nwi na 

w ill be 1110 time or _ t rnins stopping nt "' 
llnrg : Ltito .vn Sta.t 10·1, Time gi vea 

ls standard 'time 40 minutes 
slowAr than :Pittsburg 

ti ru e: 

WES1'WA R.D. 
I{o rn, Ht1mbenville ,Aecom. F 41 am 

:N·•
0 

3, Mail Express. ·:+1 42 pm 
'No J l, Dennison & .. Wheel ing Ex t 4 4:J pm 
'Np .-Iii, ''13urgettst6.wn Acc. Rrr ive8t7 J'i pm 
'Ni>.''3lf . ·Church ·Tr11in (Sunday~ 

:)' only) arrives 1 32 pm 

"*D\l:.i.~y. __ tDaily except· Sunday. 

Tlirouglf Qoachea' 'from Burgettstown lo 
W'heelmj!;,r-~olur>hus, Ci neinnati, lndittn
apoli>, •St/f,oR.ig a ncpnterm ediuto points. 
PUhL~N PALACE SLEEP I NG 

CA~$ attached to through tr~io s to Co
lu mlius, Cincinna ·i, ·Louisville, Indiannoo. 
lis and St: Loli.is. : ., " 
. For lim c-tables ,~ J'ates of fo.i;e , through 

t ickets and fm·tl:i,er informat ion reg >t rdiog 
tbe running o.l trains npp 1y . to W. S. 
!.<'ullton. Ticket Ai!:e1'1t, Burir.ettstown. P"' 

JAMEs M-<icREA-' E. A. Forto, 

Manager,.· Gen'I Pass & Ticket·Airent 

COLlJlrnus ... 0. PI'l'TSBURG. l'A" 
·-- - --------------

Railroad Time Table-Pan-Handle Route 
Pittsburgh, Cincinnati & St. Louis Railway 

The Burgettstown Call- Vol. IV-No. 15- November 6, 1884 Edition 



Pennsy Trailor Truck Argues Right of Way j 

With Loaded Pennsy Freight 

Rudy Putkovich, 15, Joffre trailor that runs between Pitts
sophomore at U . H. S., and ama- burgh and Burgettstown fre.ight ' 
teur cameraman snapped this pic- bouses, said his breaks didn't , 
ture of a lbig Pennsy twilor. truck ~old. He crash~d · into t}).e oncom- 1 
that lost an argum~nt vnth <1 mg Pennsy coa.l fre1gh1., but es
loaded coal freight at the Raccoon ca.ped uninjured. The traiior was j 
crossing last Thursday, January • damaged to the extent of several 

30. Frank Lowther, driver of the [ hundred dollars, 

Pennsy Trail or Truck Argues Right Way With Loaded Pennsy Freight 
Burgettstown Enterprise-February 6,1947 Edition 



The following train. schedule and 
list of merchants were taken from ·a 
handbook issued by ttie Washington 

INDEX AND- . 
TELEPHONE DIRECTORY OF 

BURGETTSTOWN MBBCKANTS 

(X) No Phon~ 

Allison Bros., Hickory ···-·- ··-·····-···11; 
Ameri~an Zinc and Chemical Co . .... 82 
BPnder's Pharmacy ........................ 91·66 
Bella's Lunch ... ....................... ..... ..... 93112 
Bingba.m. A. v.-............................. .. 7~- w' 
BIII'I;PUHtown Dairy C'o ............... 320-J 
Barbush. Gust ___ .......... __ .. __ ... ......... X 

.Bloom & Bloom, Attys: .................. 3111 
Bloom & Bloom, Wash . .............. :.1967 
<Bloom, 1. C. .. ................ .. ................... 301 
. Boice, J . M. .. .................................... 13-J 
Bro'l\'11, J .. E ., Hickon· ......... ...... , .. .. 4·R·5 
Il,ur~ttstown Motor Co. . ............ ... 3311 
Bloom's Dept. Store .............. 301- 66-J 

'Burg. Overland Co. · ......................... 1 4~ 
Burgettstown Hdw . Co .................. .. ... Ei. 
Burgettstown Producp Co . ............ 28-:R 
Carl. · W . . A. .. ............. .' ................ .. .... 91}81 
Ci!-pltol RestaUi ant ............................. 31~ 
Carlisle , A. M . .... : ........................... 51-~1 

·Cassidy, R. C. .. .................... · .......... 339· R 
Clark. W . S ..................... . ,, ................ .. 2Q 

g~rr~Y.w w-. Fa.· :: ::::::::::: : ::::::::::::::::: ::: ~~~ 
Ctamer, W G. ........... ... ~- .\1 
pa.rnf"y . .r. n. .. _________ ..... ... 22t! 
Cross Cre~k GaragP .... 11 7-R-11 I Culi• Y Brothers ...... ............ 54-.T 

I ~lclntyrt·. \\' . A. 
Mor:Pn zi,.: .l. A 

· McKt·P. 1, . 1.. 
~ld,.arianu . Etl win 
.MUier, A. H. 

"·:\]i DP l" 'l) ( 'ta :-: h :'\J. ;11 ::;,f"l _, .: 
~ ... w Yu,.i< lbtn:a fu -'to , .. 
N .. \,· Ym·k H•·:-o: laura n t 
I~aptJa!' , l''l'auk 
l'ylt•, H. ll. 

X 
... 9:; 
.. :~ 1 I 
I ~ ~ ... , 
:! ~:-. 

:; .. · 
. .!J:.!;, ; 

. ::~I 

I
, .l'allhand lt • P t>1 I'Oi l·•Jm Pro. ( 'u. . ... :; .. ::. 
~~u\:-;ch, I C. lluuswn . Pa. . . !tfi~ .• 
ltt•t•ll, .J am f:"s .. . ....•....... .... ;;:-.;.; ·: · 
p.,'ztna. lt. H. F rl'i i!IIT :-:;Ia. · .. ... . .- :;:, 

I 
J'••ni1a. l t . H. l'a :--·.t ·n:ft r '-~ 1 · .. 2 1~ -. l 
Panconi & S.on . .. . .. · !It : 1 

I l~pj 1 Ul:Cl & ~011 . •. . . . •... .. ..•... :!\ ;: 

I Pt·Un llu:-: Lnw. l:nd~t · \ 1llt· . ... 1 :t • · 

l
lUu ·lu t->, R ~1. .. ::r ;; . 

J :usHell Mol or < 'o. ,, . · 
J!'u····' I: ~ i o : t I . !t:! ~ I" • 

•: :~ t >: .. .J a c·oh !'"; 
I l:t·pojt ·, Bt->u . ·-···· 
1 - ~a l'lc' ~ lh ·tll ~tt l,, . 
~~~aru tary Btu·ht-1'' ~hrn , 

i
· ·:-,."'a n!-!Uil " Bru:-; . . 

cott , H A. .. 
tool, II 
IOII ]PJU) C• I', J:oht •lf 

JQ\JIQ ~loin•· l'n. 
Tllll lt o. -'1'\~ 

~~· ln;m , II. I·: ' 
f~Uillt Hplt I . "- ; 
t~-t Yin- . H . ..A • . 

.:!:: t• • 
:: 1-W 

.. ... X 
.. ::J .. 

..... . 3!;-.( . 
:!17 ; 

.. .. . .. . ... 1 ~~ 1 ~ 
. :n~-.\i : 

P. R. R. TRAIN SCHI!P!JL.~ . 

I 

:.~;:, :•or~5~:oJ
1 

;.p5r
0

~~:5 
, . 10 5·24· 6<~9 · ·sJ!J ' ... a• 7 · 55. 
_ .. ., 1)"""5~11 -~ 7 : 24 ·- s21 7 : 511 · It?« ~·

·.,oo - 8:oo 8: 55 531 • 9:45 11}:37 
300 8 : 52 lfi:UR 691 ]] :35 12 :381 
520 10 :01 ll :(Jf; 541 12 :50 1:53 
4211 11:22 12:30 601 2 :05 3:11 
~go 1:25 2 :26 321 3 : io 4:21 
? 30 2 :07 3:CO 551 4:00 4:54 
620 . 2 :30 3:38 421 4:15 5:32j 
5p0 14:26 5:22 611 5:15 6:32 
S~o s : 21 6 : 44 571 8:os 9:05 1 

~~38 8:32 9:25 621 10:25 · 11 :4C 

~· 

:'\o. Xo. 
6111 5::! 1 f)::!! ; 5111 5:45 6 35 
5J)0 s:'nn ~ :5 :, 3M l l :fl f) . ~ 19 
.fgu S:53 1 r: ~l;i 521 7 : :)H g 44 
52fl 1H : f.'i 11 :1'1 641 9:'05 HI 21 
4'~u 11:22 12:3C •531 9:45 )() 31 
530 2 :07 3 ; CO 541 12: 50 1 53 
620 2 :30 3:38 481 3:15 : ~~~ 550 4 : 26 5:22 551 4:00 
320 5 : 2 1 6:44 571 8:05 9OS 
~..g~ 9 : 25 621 10:25 11 40 ... -~-,·~~--..... 

National Bank sometime in the 
1920's. No date is· marked. Note the 
interesting telephone numbers. · 

I· DeWalt, Samuel H ................... _ ..... 312 
Davidson, R. E. ............ - ......... - - ... 72-R 
I;}o" BB~, J. --D.~--::-: ... : .::::::::-..,-:--~ 
DJillmeyer, W. F. ................... : .... 177-It-:1 
Dickson. W. E . . .......................... _ .... 208 
Da\'ldson, C. W. .. ....................... _ 26-W 
Do\\·den, D. C. .. ........................... - ... .X 
Enterprise Garage ........... - ............ 126,} 
Evantz, Matt ......................... _ ........... X 
EldersvllJe Motor co: ....... - ... 228-R13 

I 
Figley B. B. .. ........ - ..................... - ....... 50 
FU!pponl, A. . .................... ~ ............... - 204 
Enterprise Printing .......................... 63 
Fredericks, .r o. . ................................. 91 

! ~=~~~P: LR.H.: .. :::::::~:: :::~: ::::::~~: :: : :::2~~ 
1 (}radison . Auto Bug ................. - ... 126-J 

Hindman. A. 0. . ............................... 102 

I 
Horovitz Dept. Store .................. .... 22-R 
Inglefield & Son ........ ........................ 114 
Jackson Coal Co . ............................ 108-J 

1 Katzenmyer, A. . . .. ............... X 

I 
Keystone Garag~ . . . .. .. ........ 9~ 
Linn Bros. ................. .. .................... 53-J 

. Liberty Meat Mark,H .. : . ......... .. ........ 11'' 1 
I Langelotl; M~r~•nlli ~ r 0 ..... ............ 1~ 9 : 
, Leopcld . r.. H ................................. 64 ; 
1 L ee & · \\'ilson .................................. 27-R 
! Lan~doth TownsitEl' (~o. .. ................. 56 
; McCalmont, S . J ...... .' ............ ...... ... 118-M 

.,; :~~~~.~~~:. ":;: ~: . ~~'-: : :::: :: :: :::::::::J~~ 
~lcCormick Motor C'o. 1. ...... .. • ..... 11 4 

i McGough, J. L . ....... . : ......................... J4ij 

1-------------------
I·~ Ell, .... .,... .. ... . 1":.· 

... ~:. : Thonutssr . t :. E .. .. 
Union cas h Meat ~Iark o-t 
\\"t•s ;la!..t•, t' . 1.. · 
Yk1vry Ht·~ UtUI':nH 
\\' il ,oo11 . (~ <·o . H. 

Yl 

I 
Vl'll"ot.. II. H. .. .. .......... . 
\\ .. ray 's t.'ash Rhot' 8tm·p 

1 Young, Thomas ... . . .. ... .. 

. .. :J:! :i: • . 

~~ ·.i I 
:: ;~-' I 

X L 

I 

! ~=============== 
I 
I 
I 
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SMITH TOWNSHIP OFFi CIALS 

ROAD SIJPERVIS <i HS 

1.. 1'. RmiiPy , Rl't ....... !'hone 162-r, t:: I: 
~:_ .. ·~;.'~~:;. ~ ;:·::··i;!;;.~; : .. _1~:~frM~~~:~;. ~ -

scHooL .DIRECTO.Rs J 

('. A . Hami11on. St>f· ........... Phon.- :!:..!:1 1 
.J. V . Rl.Pve-n~ou . St-r .. 211-r-:..! Millw;t ~ 

. [han .John .............. C' htalt'y \ .. aJit •y . P;;.

1 
~ :\1artin Hus:-;a, . ... . .. . . Hat·roon . l'a . 
. H. H. llold, ................ .. La n)!;!•lolh. i'>L : 

E. ·n. :-:;mil t-.y, Ph01u· lti-r·1·t :\t:th·,·a y I 
Jlpm·y <'oull •·ry tt lm , ..... Phon• · lfi~ : r·-~ 

If you .hnn• ;m y thing to buy or· :-; I') I i 
. t·all 1111 FRANK PAPPAS. hP ho:y,: .. 

and ~:a•IIs P':>t>rythin~. Phf~ ITP ~ :!r. . 

·Burgettstown Borough Council · - ~ 

I. f"; f•t) .• 1 ... ~l<·Kt-c• PrPsidt•nf i 
!'hunt• . 311 I 

ll. E . ~ !Dan H .H .\\' llson l 
· I J. J .c ·,·ultt•r IJ. <:. HowdPn 1 

A. H . .:\lill..-r- S. J . i\le('a lmoui j 
Secretary o f Council J 

J.". ~\· . J,;<~'.iJ!SO!l • ..,.·~l!J'I'Il.l' 26,;\\+ 

Burgess . 
Hobt>rt <" . ('a:;sid,r l'hont· 33~t-H 

Borough Solicitor 
l I' . Bloom Phon,. 301 

Justices of the,. Peace ., 
\\' . B. C ullt>)" . . W .. G.' Shiliito 

BoroiJgh Audi.tor; 
\\· •·1'1 'A . :\lclmyre JamPs J . RPt·' l 

Jlobt>r t Stollh>myf'r 

Chief of Police 
\\·. Jo'. i'orf" l'hunt• :!33 

Street Commi5sioner 
AIPx l.athan 

Soard of Health 

liP\'. \Y . .r. ~lcf "ash in 
· A. :11. Carli sip 
.J. L. McGoul!lh 
llr. A. 0 . Hindman 

Pr..,,.;ilh~n; I 
S per N arY I 
Trpasu'r P.r 1 

1'. H. Gilbe rt . 
L_ ____________________ , 

Train Schedule 
and 

Merchant List 
from 

Washington National Bank 
Handbook-1920's 

Burgettstown Centennial Edition 
May20, 1981 Edition 
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l WHISTLES Ill 

The Mc'Donald Outloo•k is 
complaining1 about the noise be-
ing made by trains running 
through the town, emphasizing 
the alleged fact that the engine
men on trains use the whistles 
unnecessarily. 

A similar condition obtains 
at Bu r.g,ettstow~ and the E·nter• 
prise has received many letters 
of protest on the subject. In 
each case, however, the writers 
have failed to sign their names 
an.d in consequence the com
mun icat ions have been withheld 
from publication. 

It undoubtedly is a fact that 
muc h unnecessary whistling is 
done by the engines on many 
pass ing through the town. 
It would appear .that some en
g ineers delight in making all 
possible rac1ket upon the silght
est provocation. This is no fault 
·of t he railroad company, whose 
r u les provide that "the unneces
sary use of the whistle is prohib
it ed." 

Burgettstown suffers more 
from black smoke than the en
gine w h istles . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... , 

Train Whistles 
Burgettstown Enterprise-July 2, 1931 Edition 
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Queer Idea Prevails 
On Cross1ing Topics 

Unconfirmed Rumor to Effect That 
Old Railroad Crossing W ill 

· Not be Eli minated 

Further activities of highway engi
neers in the vicinity the past · week 
has led to a great dea.l of conjecture 
on the part of citizens, and various 
l"Uiillors which have been keeping the 
town more or less agog on .the topic 
of expected changes in highway 
routes and the elimination of the 
North Main ·street railroad crossing. 

It is very unlikely any person has 
any definite information on the sub
ject of the elimination of this cross
ing. Old residents state that every 
year for the past 20 years or more 
surveys have been regularly made, 
and each year there has been talk of 
tunneling under the railroad to elimi- I 
nate the grade crossing. So far the 
talk never got beyond the stage of 
discussing the presence of engineers 
and their travels about town mea·3ur
ing and setting up marks. 

A.t the present time there are some 
peculiar slants to some of the ideas 
back of the talk. One rumor is to the 
effect that highway route number 18 
is to be carried down Main street ex
tension to a po1nt n ear the Linn 
Brothers lumber yard, and a tunnel 
constructed under the railroad there, 
the road to strike the regular route 
of 18 at the borough line on the Flor-
ence road. ' 

lncluded in the rumor mentioned 
is the idea that the crossing on North 
Main street is not to be eliminated; 
but that the present street arrange
ment is to be maintained· for the bene
fit of town vehicular and pedestrian 
traffic, the tunnel to be used by 
through traffic. 

Just what benefit such an idea 
would be to the tawn appears uncer
tain. If an additional route is req.uJred. 
it might as well be by way of Mid
way, where a tunnel under the rail
road alrea-dy is provided·. But, if the 
North Main street crossing is fenced 
or otherwise closed there is apt to be 
strife from business interests located 
on the north si-de of the track's and 
the large pormlation residing in that 
paTt Of iOWll. 

There is much involved in the ques
tion of eliminating the crossing that 
it wouJd appear very >Ulliikely any
thing at all will be done, unless route 
18 is made to >pass under the tracks 
at the present crossing, with a cut 
of some 18 or .zo feet .below' .present 
street leve ls. This- would mean heavy 
property damal}e to stores and other 
property in the vicinity. 

If it becomes evident bhat changes 
are to be made it is a foregone con
clusion there will be violent opposi
tion on the paTt of citizens to almost 
any -plan that is advanced. The town 
nvas laid out on the assumption that 
the population protm:bly never would 
exceed 2-(JiO or 300, and the •possibility 
Of such "contraptions as automobiles 
n ever entered the heads of the good 
old brothers who saw no special harm 
in a few gra;de crossings as long as 
bhe CO\\'S could be kept away from 
them. 

~···-------------

Queer Idea Prevails on Crossing Topics 
Burgettstown Enterprise-May 1, 1935 Edition 



Crowds during the Union Agriculture Fair 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



Watchman's Shanty At Pennsy Crossing 
Makes Way. for Modern Flasher-Gates 

The crossing watchman, a fam - onds. It takes 8 to 10 seconds to 
iliar figure at the Main street in- raise them . 
tersection of the Pennsylvania The warning circuit for west- . 
railroad has bowed out in favor of ward trains on ·an three tracks is 
modern design. His tiny shanty started approximately 2200 Ieet 
has been removed and in its place from the crossing, which povides a 
is a set of mechanically operated warning time of 30 seconds at 50 
gates and flashers to warn pedes- miles per hour. The wa·rning cir
trians of oncoming trains. cuit for eastward trains on all 

1 The Pennsylvania railroad, in three tracks is approximately 2400 
· response to numerous appeals from feet from the crossing, providing a 
civic organizations has . completed warning time of 41 seconds at 40 
the instal1ation of gates at the miles per hour, which may be re
crossing at a cost of $23,278.00. duced to 30 seconds by time de
This was done in an effort to les- layed relays. 
sen the traffic fatalities which Track circuits were installed 
have occurred over the years and about 70 feet each side of the eros
claimed the lives of many persons. sing on all three tracks, so t h a t 

A traffic count made on Sep- with a train movi!,g over the cros
tember 13 and 14, 1950 proved this sing in either direction, its pres
crossing to be one of the bu~iest ence is indicated by the lights 
intersections in this section of the flashing and gates down. As soar, 
county. The count totalled as fol- as entire train is clear of the ero-s
lows: pedestrians, 1,831 ; bicycles, smg circuit, gates raise and lights · 
39; automobile&, 3,909; trucks, 1,- cease flashin E;. 

1

134; passenger trains, 24; freight Provision has t'·~?en made to 
trains, 43 and light engines, 10. keep ex::essive flashing to a mini-

mum while shHtir.g · movements 
The gates, mechanically c.on- 2 r e being made to and f.rom the 

trolled operate as follows: There is Florence Mine siding and west
a 5 to 6 second warning by flash- ward main track, by prov1clbg 
ers before gates begin to lower. proper cut-outs C.)erated by t lJ 1 s 
Lowering gates takes 12 to 15 sec- ~witch . 

------ ~ ------~~~------------------

Watchman's Shanty at Pennsy Crossing Makes Way for Modern Flasher 
Burgettstown Enterprise-October 16, 1952 Edition 



Why Doti't W~ ·Do Something 
. . I 

About" Thats. Railroad Cro$sing 
The Main street croosj ng accident on Monday , which took the 

lives of two of our citizens has stirred UP a medley of discussion , once 
again. ... _ 

Twice this · month, automobil'Ps have been 'Ute<rally ~mashed to 
piec~es by fast moving tra:iiU;1· at this cross.itig. Wartime ·frdght loads 
and increased motor tr afffc in and out of town has ronsidrorably upped 
the t •raffic load on this. crossing. Opi nio]lS hav-e been expressed that 
tlus point beal's the heaviest •t rafficJ load of any highway, between 
Pittsburgh and Columbus. . · 
Many veople al•e of· the opinion that Council should take action to les
sen the hazards that continually- mEnace pedestrians and motorists 
aliliie at this crossing, the only outlet- in and qut 'or that end of town 
on Strute Highway Route No: ' \18. 

In s,o far as the EnteriJrf'se . can determine, many theories have 
been advanced from time to time in years past for eliminating these 
hazardls, but little· more thari talk has ever r-esulted. 

Your inquiring r eporer taik d to the Public,. Relations de,p-artment 
of the P.enns•yl'v·ania Railroad l:.o"run down r umors that have been cur
r ent for mot1ths concerning plans of the railroad for the Pan Handle 
division. . 

As is mmally the case, thes·e rumors turned- out to be nothing 
m,ore than- rumors·. · 

Sinc•e the e!Lmination of t;he Djusmore tunnel and the1 buLlding of 
thr'ee tracks at the tunneJ to H.andle the giant locomotive,;; that ;mov" 
today's freight, it has been persiseDtly rumored that the Be•nnsy was 
-also going to re-route the tracks at Main -street, to lessen the· uphill 

grade -at this point , and wou·ld also 
1 build an underpass for highway traf
fic.~' 

A spokesman for the road told the 
Enterprise that he had no knowl-edge 

; of such a IJroject. He also stated that 

I
. the re-routing of t'he highway and 
·build!ing of an under,pass would be pri-

1

1.ma!·ily .a state highway job, s-ince this 
crossing is actua,ily on Route 18 as 
well as our Main street. He stated 

1 
that cost for such ·a job would be 

I borne 95 percent by the state and 
J about 5 percent by the rai-lroad .. 

1 And contrary to general opinion as 

I 
to the spee-d of through trains, the 
railroa.d of it's own accord,' regulates 

! the speed to a maximum of 40 miles 
per hour. Public opinion has been 
that through tmin.s reach a speed of 
at leaSst 70 miles per hour - JUSt ·as 
ttiey hit the crossing, gathe-ring steam 
for the uphill pull .this s ide of Dins
more. 

' I So far as the · railroad is concerned, 
officia}s state, that lanterns and 

1 whistles in the hands of 24 hour a 
1 _-day watcb.man are the• most effective 
, ~ means devised as yet, to warn of the 
'- approach of trains, and if individuals 
1• fail to pay heed to these warnings , 1 there is little the rai-lroad can do 
'' about it. -

I It seems to your inquiring re.porter 
that if individuals wil:l not take pre
caution for their own safety, then it 
is lihe duty of the Borough Fathers 
t_o take precaution for them. There.' 
a.re ways and means that can be effee
tive in safeguarding the lives of our 
fellow townsmen· at this haZlirdo-ns 
crossing. Why oon't we do something 
about it-talk less and a.ct, NOW!-mlv 

Why Don't We Do Something About That Railroad Crossing 
Burgettstown Enterprise-December 30, 1943 Edition 



WOMAN KILLED ON RAILROAD TRACKS 
IN ATTEMPT TO SAFEGUARD CHILDREN 

Fearing for Safety of Her Two Boys Mrs. 
George Zabetakis of the Burgettstown 

Coal Settlement Rushes Across 
/ Tracks In Face of Train 

Co-cf-33 --
In an effort to safeguard her t wo 

small sons from danger at the Penn
sylania railroad crossing o~ the Fran
cis mine road, just on the outskirts 
of town, Mrs. Stella Za.betakis of the 
Burgettstown Coal settlement, met a 
horrible death when struc~ by a fast 
fre ight train about 5 o'clock Monday 
evening. 

Another son, John, aged 19 years, 
was in the neighborhood of the acci· 
dent at Lhe time of its occurrence, 
and reached jthe cros·s ing within a 
few moments , finding the mangled 
body of his mother. 

The remains were brought to the 
Lee & Wilson funeral home here by 
ambulance and preparations made for 
the interment, which was on 'l'uesday 
afternoon, following services at the 
late home. 

It appears the little boys, Steve, 
aged 7 years, and Manusos, aged 11 
years, were in the vicinity of the 
crossing as t he train was approach
ing. Mrs. Zabetakis saw their danger Mrs. Zabetakis was the wife of 
and .a.ttempted to cross the tracks George Zabetakis who conducts a 
ahead of· the train to warn them not business place near the borough bui\d
to cross until after the passing of the ing in Burgettstown. She was aged 
fteight. 39 years and had been a ' resident of 

Just why she felt impell ed to rush the community for many years. Be
out directly in the face of the oncom· sides her .husband she . )eav~s five 
ing locomotive is not clear, but such children, John, Steve, Mik~; . ;N'ick .and 
was her attempt and she was struck Manuso-s. Burial was in · Fairview 
at a point almost midway between cemetery here. ·:. , 
the rails. -~n 'JJ•lain view of h i\r horror- T.be fatality was caused by an east
stricken sons her body was terribly bound train said to have been running 
mangled and strewn along the tracks. at a high rate of speed. ' Whil-e the 
,The train did not stop, indicating that crossing is · dangerous, as are ·all grade 
no one on the engine had seen the crossings, accidents are rare ' ·as vro
w~man on the track or knew any-[ tecti.on is afforded by audibl e and 
thmg of the tragedy. visible signals. · ' ' ' 

Stella Zabetakis 
Died- June 5, 1933 



Must Learn to Read. 
Recently certain types, of raJ.lroad 

worker.s in tSoutheutern Penns~l
v:ania were told by their companies 
that dt wwld be neoetasary for them 
to learn to read or they would lose 
tlbeh· jol>s. The county emergency 
education tSUpeJrvisor offere!d the men 
an opportunity to learn to read and 
write through .attendance at cl'!llsses 
Pl'<>Vided und.er the Sba.te and Federal 
auspices according to reports l'eceiv
ed by th·e Department of Public In
&truction. 

Railroad Workers must Learn to Read 
Burgettstown Enterprise-April17, 1935 Edition 
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At "CO" Tower, Collier, W.Va. the track maintenance crew is restoring bridge and track after a cloudburst on the night of September I, 1912 converted 
Harmon Creel< into a raging river, destroying or domoging the railroad that stood in its poth. This is bridge #36. View looking cost on south side, Sept. 
6, /9/2. "CO" was later renomed "State Line." (collection of Jornes J.D. Lynch, JrJ 
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1835 -1855 

c::J States of' tlte Union-, 18Zl 
CJ suzce.s a tlmll/JUI., or anne.'IXtil, tD t]t£, 

Union-, J836 -.J/160 0 
c::::J Territories ------------- ----- ------- -

~T . -T~wry ~mc~~:J~~~~~~~a:~~~~~.x~~bfs5~~m=~~=-~~d:9 
For e:xp1anatwn of d.ate.r, see the maplBOJ-JlJJO E G 90 H 

National Railroad Map 1835-1855 



Pennsylvania Railroad 

• Charted 1846, officially completed Philadelphia to Pittsburgh, 
November 1855 

• Took Over old State Works system 1857 
• Completed line to Chicago via the PFT. W & C RR in 1859 
• Blocked from crossing Virginia panhandle by B&O and other 

Virginia interests. 

Baltimore & Ohio Railroad 
• Baltimore to Wheeling, Virginia and eventually, beyond 
• First train to Wheeling1 January 1853 
• Lobbied in Virginia to block any other railroad from crossing 

the Virginia territory 
• Was in turn blocked by Pennsylvania interests from reaching 

Pittsburgh 

Pittsburgh & Steubenville Railroad Company 
• Chartered by Pain 1849 to build from Pittsburgh to Virginia 

State Line 
• Very little construction-could not obtain Virginia permission to 

cross panhandle 
• Circumvented problems by providing financial aid and secured 

rights of way to Virginia citizens, Jesse Edgington and 
Nathaniel Wells 

The Edgington and Wells Railroad 
• Built from state line (Colliers) to Ohio River near present 

bridge 
• Opened 4 July 1854- failed later that year 
• Poorly constructed 
• Did not connect with any other railroads 
• Went from nowhere to nowhere 
• Important because it established right of way across Virginia 



Holiday's Cove Railroad Company 
• Incorporated by the Pittsburgh and Steubenville 
• Chartered by Virginia in 1860 to build a large bridge to 

Steubenville to Weirton 
• Build or purchase railroad leading from the bridge to the 

Pennsylvania state line 
• Received federal permission to build bridge in 1862 and began 

construction 

Railroad Riots 21-22 July 1877 
• Railroad imposed 10% wage reduction, then required doubling 

of train lengths 
• Worker refused-first militia units sent in fraternized with the 

crowds 
• Additional militia units sent from Philadelphia fire on strikers 

and spectators 
• Damages-about 40 killed, dozens wounded; 39 buildings, 104 

locomotives, 1,245 freight and passenger cars burned or 
destroyed 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 
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Burgettstown Train Schedule-1901 

Fort Vance Historical Society 



Burgettstown Train Station 

Burgettstown Train-1927 

Fort Vance Historical Society 
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Main Street Business-Burgettstown, PA 

Fort Vance Historical Society 



Burgettstown Train Station 

Fort Vance Historical Society 



NORTH SIDE BUR TTSTOWN, PA. 
DIAGRAM SHOWING THE PROP SED STREET IMPROVEMENT. 

) R T\. J 

~~ 

~ 

------------------------------~~~---------Center X 
=== Railroad tracks. A. Shows location of propo~ed Subway for pedeRtrains. H. Fifty foot nhway 

for general traffic. CC. Proposed new tilred, which wl)uld he CJn extens1on of Brirl!.!"e ~treet to connect Center 
avenue with the Florence pike. This not oply provt<lf's a11 ontl~?t for a Rtreet car line bnt wou!d afford con'\"eo
ient access to freight and passenger station~. D. Xow an alley aloug-~ide of Hind111an's Harness Shop which I 
it is proposed to widen· to a street width. K Whitaker street. F. Fnlton street. H. Herald Office. P. Purdy 
Livery Stable. RR. Railroad property. X. Center avenn~. A petition for paving same with brick now being 
before Council. 

The Burgettstown Herald-March 15, 1911 Edition 

Fort Vance Historical Society 



Station and ::\lain St. , Bur rettstowu, Pa. 

Burgettstown Train Station 

Fort Vance Historical Society 



Burgettstown railroad buildings 

Fort Vance Historical Society 



Railroad Crossing, old Burgettstown Methodist Church near Family Dollar 

School students, Railroad Crossing Guard house in the background 

Fort Vance Historical Society 



View of Railroad Yard-1909 

1973-Railroad yard shortly before new by-pass construction 

Fort Vance Historical Society 
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RAH-ROAQ COMPAN:..:_Y_..:.!..:· • ·=------=~=-

TWO•DA Y EXCURSION TICKET. RETURN COUPON 

BURGETTSTOWN, PAJo PITTSBURGH,PA~ 
In· consideration of the ndvted farl :at .wftl~h tbls tletet is . sold, 
it wm ltr ttonsred for Conttnuous Pass:aoe only 0 H THE AV 
Of SALE ~ stamped on bact hereof, or. ned succe~ding 
day, exceJt when Issued n atprday It witt be aood 

.. until tbc next followl111 Monday, lnclu.she. 

• For m L.-137 

(580"1-) 1458 

Burgettstown Railroad ticket canceled February 7, 1931 

Fort Vance Historical Society 



Passenger Station 
Center Avenue, Burgettstown 

1950 Flood, view from Main Street to Center Avenue 

Fort Vance Historical Society 



Railroad Crossing in front of Super Dollar, Burgettstown 

Burgettstown, PA 

Fort Vance Historical Society 



Last Mail Pick-up, August 1951 
Taucher and Hitchcock 

Fort Vance Historical Society 
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