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IIEDUCTION

In Round Trip Fares over
Q1lh~istmas ani!:

~.ew. ~ea—
HOLIDAYS

Going on all train!> December
23 24 and morning of the 25th.
Retu~ning until January 15, inclusive

ADDITIONAL LOW FARES
HOLIDAY WEEK-ENDS

0 1U.:DUCTIONfor the
45 © Round Trip

Prom noon Prlday ImW midnight
Saturday

:Betumini until followini Monday

Good In COlLc!lesr Pullman Cars

Pennsylvania Railroad

Local Advertisement
Burgettstown Enterprise-December 22, 1932 Edition



Agreements OK’d For RR
Crossing Work In Borough

The Public Utility Commission has
approved agreements for the instalia-
tion of rubber surfaces at two railroad
grade crossings in Burgettstown Bor-

ough.

~ Work is to be done where Market
-and ‘Main streéts intersect Bologna
Coal Co. tracks. Estimated costs are
$87:100 and $79,700, respectively.

The agreements are the initial step

in qualitying the projects for federal

funding. The federal government will
cover.90 percent of the cost, and the:
state ‘Transportation Departmnt will

‘pay the balance.

Federal guidelines require that the,

- rail line, PennDOT and the munici-

pality agree on the work to-be done

and the expense.

‘Plans, must be prepared and sub-

| mttted te the PUC for-approval.

Agreement OK’D for Railroad Crossing Work in Borough
Burgettstown Enterprise-December 27, 1989 Edition

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society
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Alexander and Martha McClintock Transfer to Railroad Pg. 1

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society
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Alexander and Martha McClintock Transfer to Railroad Pg. 2
Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society
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Alexander and Martha McClintock Transfer to Railroad Pg. 3

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society
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Alexander and Martha McClintock Transfer to Railroad Pg. 4

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society






ATTEMPTED TRAIN ROBBERY/

Throungh Express Flagged in Cut
Above Midway Wednesday
Morning.

On Wednesday morning an attempt
was made in the cut above Midway to
holdupthe through express which isdue
there about 2.06 a. m. The train had
just entered the cut when the engineer
saw 3 man signaling for him to stop.
He immediately applied the brakes and
had bronght histrain almost to a stand-
gtill when the man who signaled him
took to his heels and ran toward the
woods, This aroused the engineer’s sus-
picions and he opened the threttle, al-
lowing the train to shoot shead with
great speed. A few yards beyond where
the train had so nearly stopped both
the engineer and fireman saw six armed
men. The train was run through to
Jumbo tower where report was made to
the main office and detectives were sent
out at once. - Beyond these facts noth-
ing definite is knowan, but the supposi-
tion is that the intention was to rob the
tvain, and the men had misealculated
the time required by the engineer to
stop his train after receiving the signal.
Thos they had placed themselves some
distance beyond where the train would
have stopped and the one who sighaled
became frightened on seeing this and
ran away, alarming the engineer. It is
rumored that several thousand dollars
was expressed on that train, while the
fact that local trainmea saw strange
men along the route between Bulger
and Primrose after midnight Taeaday
gives color to the belief that the men
carng out on the “‘bummer,” some get-
ting off at. Primrose, some at Midway
and some at Bulger, There was dan nn-
usual number of strange men zot off
that train Toesday night at these three
stations apd they would have ample
fime o resch fhe cut bafore the express
was due

Attempted Train Robbery in Cut Above Midway
Personal Scrapbook-Date not Available

Courtesy of For Vance Historical Society
























Railroai:l Builizling RemoV'ei:l.

The smali building at the upper end!
.of the Center avenUe railroad :yal'd,
which served for about 20 years as an
",unattendell block station,": has been!
torn down. During the past three or
four years the station has not been!
used very much. T,he telephone that
had been in the building will be plac-
ed in a box on a pole near the orlgin-
alili& .

Railroad Building Removed
Burgettstown Enterprise-October 31, 1934 Edition
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Bulger Train Depot and Tracks

Fort Vance Historical Society
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Bulger Train Depot and Tracks

Fort Vance Historical Society















Burgettstown, PA Railroad Scene-Early 1950’s.

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society



Crowds during the Union Agriculture Fair

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society



Burgettstown Freight Station

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society
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Burgettstown Railroad Yard Work Train

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society



Burgettstown, PA Railroad Scene-Early 1950’s.

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society



Railroad Scene entering Burgettstown, PA.-Early 1950’s.

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society



Burgettstown Train 3802-September 1932

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society






Burgettstown Train Station Welcoming Visitors to Burgettstown Fair

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society






Burgettstown, PA Railroad Yard-Rear view of Main Street-1909
Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society





















Dinsmore Interlocking Tower-Near Burgettstown, PA
The interlocking tower, in which the operator controlled the track switches on the line in the vicinity of the tower.

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society



Dinsmore Telegraph Tower-Near Burgettstown, PA

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society






Dinsmore, PA-May 1, 1922
Culvert No. 30-1, View West

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society



Dinsmore, PA-May 1, 1922
Culvert No. 30-1, View West

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society
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Endangered train station ated

Coraopolis facility, built in
1895, added to Preservation
Pennsylvama resource list

av BILL ZLATOS

A train station in Coraopolis aban-

doned about 30 yearsagoand the VA’s
campus in Lincoln-Lemington are

among the most endangered historic
sites in the state, according to the
Preservation Pennsylvania group.
“This is designed to be a wake-up
call to pay attention to these endan-

- gered resources, and maybe some-

thing can be done,” Mindy Crawford,
executive director of Preservation
Pennsylvania, said Wednesday.

Preservation Pennsylvania began
the effort 21 years ago in response to
the demolition of the Syrla Mosque
in Oakland.

The Coraopolis Station, built in
1895 and listed on the National Regis-
ter of Historic Places, is owned by the
Coraopolis Community Development
Foundation. The building is deterio-
rating to the point where saving it
niay not be feasible, Preservation
Pennsylvania said, but the founda-
tion was optimistic.

“We're excited, we’re gratified to
make the list because it’s one more
opportunity to get this station remod-

SUBMITTED
The Coraopolis Station, owned
by the Coraopolis Community
- Development Foundation, may be
beyond salvaging, Preservation
Pennsylvania says.

eled and given back to the town,”
said Sam Jampetro, the foundation’s
executive director. He said it would
cost about $1.2 million to renovate
the building into a 75-seat café with
a reading room.

Crawford called the station, with
its rounded windows and door open-
ings and square towers, a beautiful
example of Romanesque Revival ar-
chitecture.

“There’s a huge nostalgiafortrains
and train stations,” she said
Built in 1953, the VA Highland
Drive Campus is now threatened .
with demolition. The VA plans totear

it down and keep the land for some
& unspecified use.

“Currently, we are taking due dili-
gence and pursuing all possible av-

i enues for the future of this campus,” -
B said William Leuthold, a spokesman -
B -with the VA Pittsburgh Regional .
I Healthcare System.

Crawford said the VA campus re-

i minds people of how veterans were
L treated. i

“If we're true hlStOI'lal'lS we need
to save the best examples of every-
thing because that tells us who we
are and where we came from.”

The other sites on the list are Alt-
man’s Mill in Saltsburg, Indiana -
County; thealready demolished Gar- -
man Theatre in Bellefonte, Centre
County; Old Hickory in Couders- .
port, Potter County; Monterey Pass
Battlefield and Maria Furnace Road -
in Franklin County; Irem Temple i in
Wilkes Barre; Public Federal Sav
- ings Bank in Montgomery County,
and the Legendary Blue HOI‘lZOl’l in
Philadelphia.

Bill Ziatos is a Trib Total Medio staff writer. Reach
him at472 -320-7828 or bqutos@tnbweb com.

IR

Endangered Train Station Cited
Pittsburgh Tribune- January 30, 2014 Edition
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Hanlin Station

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society



Hanlin Station

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society


















Holliday’s Cove Depot, WV
Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society


















Laurel Hill Telegraph Tower

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society









LITTLE HOPE FOR'
10 O'CLOCK TRAIN

The Burgettstown Enterprise  today
is in receipt of a letter from C.G.
Grove, Superintendent of the Pan-
handle Division of the Pennsylvania.
in which he explains why Burgetts-
town passeng-er ser:vic,e on the, Penn-
~")'lvania railroad has been curtailed.
Mr. Groves letter is in reply to a re-
quest from .the Enterprise, that Train
which passes through Burgetstown
about 9:50 every morning stop here.
The Pennsy's c,hange of scheUule has
been very unsatisfactory to Burgetts-
town patrons, judging from the num-
be'r of complaints that readers of the
Enterprise have voie.ed. .

N1, Groves letter is as foll9ws:
Editor, The Burgettstown Enterprise:

"It has come to our attention that
the community of Burgettstown feels
the need for passenger train service
to  PittsbUJ'gh  approximating that
which was in effect during the day-
light saving time period last Summer.
or, around 10:00 A. M.

The existing condition as. it pertains
to train servic,e was brought about
due to very light patronage of train
No. 108, which formerly oper:lted as
a local train the entil'e distance be-
tween Columbus an.d Pittsburgh. On
this account it was necessary to com-
bine it with one of our through trains
eliminating  the local stops east of
Steubenville so that through connec.t-
ions at Pittsburgh coulll] be main-
.tained, and then adjust the time of
Wheeling-Pittsburgh ~ train  No. 520 as
nearly as possible to take the plac,e
of the former schedule of No. 108
east of St'cubenville, and at the same
time meet the requirements of the
regular riders formerly using train
No. 108.

We appeciate this arrangement 01:
schedules is probahly not as conven-
ient as those in effect prior to April
28th, and regret the fac,t that these
tmins were not patronize.d to the ex-
tent that their former: operation could
be perpetuated.

Yours truly,

C. G Grove Superintenden.t,

Little Hope for 10 O'Clock Train
Burgettstown Enterprise-May 16, 1940 Edition






Long-hidden history emerging from Steamtown collection

By David Singleton

The (Scranton) Times-Tribune

SCRANTON, Pa. —
Steamtown National His-
toric Site historian Patrick
McKnight wore a pair of ar-
chivist gloves and delicately
turned the pages of the aged
journal in front of him.

The book is already in two
pieces, itsfront cover detached.
The gloves and care are to
avoid moredamage.,

Recorded inside are the cor-
porate minutes of the Liget’s
Gap Railroad Co. from 1849 to
1853. Better known today by
its modern spelling, the
Leggett’s Gap was the earliest
precursor of the Delaware,
Lackawanna & WesterpRail-
road and hauled iron ralls pro-
duced in what would later be-
come Scranton to points
north.

“I'm sure if you look
through this, youw’ll find a
Scranton or somebody you
know,” Mr. McKnight said,
referring to the city’s found-
ing fathers, as he eyed the
neat, tight cursive flowing
across the corporate minute
book’s pages.

Six years after Steamtown
acquired the Liget’s Gap vol-
ume and millions of other 18th
and early 20th century corpo-
rate records of the DL&W and
Erie railroads from Syracuse
Unijversity, the massive col-
lection’s untold stories are
slowly revealing themselves,

thanks to often painstaking
work by Mr. McKnight and
teams of volunteers.

“Every day is an adven-
ture,” Mr. McKnight, 60,
said.

At the heart of the collec-
tion — and what initially
piqued Steamtown’s interest
in the archives Syracuse
agreed to transfer to the his-
toric site in 2012 — are 20,000
glass plate photographic
negatives documenting the
railroads from around 1900
toroughly 1930. .

The vast majority of the
negatives are from the
DL&W’s files and depict not
only its rail operations but
also ancillary enterprises,
including the coal mines it
owned and operated in
Naortheast Pennsylvania;
only about a thousand came
from the Erie Railroad.

One of the first tasks Mr.
McKnight and his volun-
teers tackled after Steam-
town took possession of the
Syracuse collection was
scanning, sorting and index-
ing the negatives, all of
which have now been digi-
tized.

“It was kind of a priority
when we got them because
pictures are worth a thousand
words,” hesaid. “Wehavemil-
lions and millions of words in
the documentation we have
here, but the pictures tell alot
of the stories. It's one of the
more interesting hooks in get-

ting people involved.”

With many of the images in
the collection unmarked, Mr.
McKnight said he is con-
stantly trying to better define
where the photographs were
taken and what they depict.
He regularly engages mem-
bers of therail-fan commumity
to assist, sending out five to 10
photos at a time to let them
“show how smart they are
and howdumbIam,”

Tt can be particularly help-
ful when it comes to DL&W
bridges or other rail- or
mine-related infrastructure,
hesaid.

“Every now and then,
someone stumbles across
something and goes, ‘Oh,
wow, I didn’t know there were
pictures of that,”” Mr.
McKnight said, “A lot of these
pictures have never been seen
before.”

The Syracuse collection
found a home at Steamtown,
in part, because it comple-
mented existing compo-
nents of the historic site's ar-
chives, he said.

Sitting at a computer in
his office, Mr. McKnight
pulled up a photo, repro-
duced from one of the glass
plate negatives, of a 16-foot-
long model of the Nicholson
Bridge, also known as the
Tunkhannock Viaduct.
DL&W built the model of the
concrete bridge and sent it to
an industrial exhibition in
Germany in 1914, right be-

fore the start of World Warl,

“It got lost in the war and
never made it back,” he said.

Steamtown officials know
that, he said, because they
have correspondence in Ger-
man from another collection
— the DL&W chief engi-
neer’s files gathered at Hobo-
ken, N.J., in the 1980s — in
which railroad officials “are
trying to figure out what
happened to their model.”

Although Steamtown
placed a “big emphasis” on
the glass plate negatives
when it acquired the Syra-
cuse archive, they represent
only a small fraction of the
overall collection, Mr.
McKnight said. There are
tons, “and I mean literally
tons,” of documents for both
the DL&W and the Erie, plus
all of their subsidiaries.

“They generated a lot of
paper back then,” he said.
“Railroads needed to track
what they had and what they
were doing. They were in
business to make money,
and when they lost track of
what they had and what they
were doing, they weren't
making money.”

Among the documents
are copies of correspondence
written by the various presi-
dents of DL&W from the
1850s until 1916, including
William Haymes Truesdale,
who oversaw the railroad
from 1899 until 1925. Mr.
McKnight said Mr. Trues-

dale was not only a “really
sharp businessman” but, un-
like his predecessors, he
came from a railroading
background.

“Pruesdale was a true
railroader and he sort of
pushed the Delaware, Lack-
awanna & Western into the
20th century,” he said.
“Truesdale really modern-
ized the railroad.”

The DL&W passenger texr-
minal, now the Radisson
Lackawanna Station Hotel,
was constructed during Mr.

Truesdale’s presidency, as.

were what is now the Gen-
eral Dynamics plant on
Cedar Avenue and many of
the older structures at the
Steamtown site,

In a major undertaking,
National Park Service vol-
unteers scattered around the
country are helping Mr,
McKnight transcribe copies
of the more than 100,000
pieces of outgoing corre-
spondence Mr. Truesdale
wrote between 1899 and 1916.

“It’s everything you can
imagine,” Mr. McKnight
said. “When he became pres-
ident, he was swamped with
people wanting to come
work for him. The railroad
also ran coal mines in the
area, so it’s interesting to see
how he developed the mines.
When the anthracite strike
of 1902 hit, you can see a lot
of correspondence going on
about that.”

A file on a table in Mr.
McKnight's office is gpen to
a letter Mr. Truesdale sent
Jan. 13, 1900, to Staver Car-
riage Co. in Chicago, In the
brief letter, Mr. Truesdale
informs Staver that DL&W
is not buying buggies or
heavy wagons at that tjme.

Mr. McKnight sajd he
takes photographs of the let-
ters and emails them to his
volunteers, who transcribe
them. The transcriptions
then are returned to Steam-
town, where they begome
partof a word-searchable da-
tabase. The goal is to get all
of Mr. Truesdale’s corre-
spondence transcribed and
into the database so re-
searchers can easily search
for names, places or what-
ever,

“Right now, I have a
dozen transcribers signed
up,” Mr. McKnight said. “I
could probably use a hun-
dred.” He said there is still so
much to discover in the ar-
chives that he sometimes
has to force himself to sef
aside something he'’s found
and take a step back or he
wouldn’t get any other work
done.

“I mean, we have a little
bit of everything,” he said.
“There are just a lot of little
eye-openers. It’s amazing
what you can dig up here.
There are just so many little
puzzle pieces to the hijstory
of the area and the counfry.”

Long-hidden History Emerging from Steamtown Collection
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette-August 12, 2018 Edition

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society
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Mainline Railroad Schedule

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society




McDonald Railroad East Passenger Train

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society
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McDonald Railroad-July 25, 1954

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society




N
j’% ’ 4!"" Z/I
(W “r ' \
.

McDonald Railroad-April 18, 1912

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society



McDonald-Jumbo Coal Docking Station

Courtesy of For Vance Historical Society



McDonald-Jumbo Water Tank

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society






Midway Railroad Station-Unknown Year

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society


















Noblestown Railroad Station and Panhandle Hotel.

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society









e. Harlin Station. .Pa.

P & H General Store and Train Station- About 1900
Hanlin Station, PA









Paris Railroad Station

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society



Paris Railroad Station

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society



Pay Car Worker-Colliers, West Virginia

Courtesy of Ft. Vance Historical Society
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PC&STL Ra1LROAD BRIDGE. The Pittshburgh, Cincinnati, and St Louis Railroad Bridee was
completed in 1889 using the same pi

the heavier locomotive

e

rs s the previons bridee. Towas needed to accommaedate
and loads of trains of the dayv, The maan span was an arched simple

truss. The Pennsylvania Ralroad improved the line in 1909 and replaced the approaches to the
bridee. (PLSJOC))

Ohio River Railroad Bridge-1904

Fort Vance Historical Society
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In Round Trip Fares over
Q1lh~istmas ani!:

~.ew. ~ea—
HOLIDAYS

Going on all train!> December
23 24 and morning of the 25th.
Retu~ning until January 15, inclusive

ADDITIONAL LOW FARES
HOLIDAY WEEK-ENDS

0 1U.:DUCTIONfor the
45 © Round Trip

Prom noon Prlday ImW midnight
Saturday

:Betumini until followini Monday

Good In COlLc!lesr Pullman Cars

Pennsylvania Railroad

Local Advertisement
Burgettstown Enterprise-December 22, 1932 Edition
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Map of Pittsburgh in 1855-Showing Railroad Lines

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society



Pennsylvania Railroad new Freight House-Pittsburgh, PA

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society





















. m-l‘;lew Agent Appointed.

" R. BE. Albright of Pittsburgh has
been appointed local. agent of thel
'Penasylvania railroad here, succeed-
{ing the late W. A. Reed. Mr. Albright
{ formerly filled similar positions with
the company at Beaver Falls and
{ Rochester, N. Y. He kas been in the
employ of the P. R. R. the.~ past' 23§
vears, © - L f

R. E. Albright-New Agent for Pennsylvania Railroad
Burgettstown Enterprise-February 6, 1935 Edition
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This is the second Union Station. Built near the site of the present building in 1865, it was
destroyed by fire on July 22, 1877, during the Pittsburgh railroad riots. Precipitated by operating
practice changes that reduced manning levels and wages, the resulting melee destroyed most of
the PRR infrastructure within about 20 blocks and was o benchmark dispute in the annals of Ameri-
can labor history. Two Panhandle locomotives appear ot the far right. Note the tender lettered for
the PC&SHRWY (predecessor of the PCC&SILRR), appropriate for this pre-July 1877 photo. This
rare three-axle Panhandle class EH tender was used on some shifting locomotives.

{Carnagie Library of Pitisburgh)

Union Station, Pittsburgh, PA

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society
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Early Weirton settlers got first glimpse of new town at this Weirton P.C.C. & St L
Railway station. Photo was taken in 1911

Dedicated to those in attendance at the “New Beginning” of the
FORT VANCE HISTORICAL SOCIETY, October 10,2009,

Stories & Pictures of the Panhandle Railroad

Research & Story by June Campbell Grossman



The Thomas Edgington Family

One of the very first families to settle in the Cove was the Thomas
Edgingtons. It was recorded by early historians that they arrived by raft from
the north, coming down the Ohio River about as far as today's Fort Steuben
Bridge. Thomas secured land surrounding the passageway known in the early
days as Ferry Road.

The exact date of the arrival of the Edgingtons is not known, but Indian
atrocities at the time were at their peak. Thomas and his wife had arrived
with three sons and two daughters: Thomas,Jr., George, Jessie, Harriet, and
Sarah. After settling in, one day Thomas went to Brown's Fort to borrow a log
chain. On his way back home, he was accosted by angry Indians and taken
captive. He would probably have escaped but got trapped in the mud at the
mouth of Harmon Creek. He spent two years as the prisoner of these red men
and would have died but for the kindness and care of Scotash who befriended
Thomas and kept him from starvation by sharing his own meager rations of
food. After a couple of years, Scotash designed a plot to return Edgington to
his home. His family did not know him when he arrived, nearly starved to
death and aged from his horrendous ordeal. But all was not joy when he
climbed the bank of the Ohio and made his way toward his old home. He was
greeted with the sad news that during his absence, his son, George, had been
murdered by the Indians and was buried on the land Thomas had suffered so
much to possess.

Years went by, and Jessie, the youngest son, grew to manhood. He never
married, but he built a beautiful house on the home place for his siblings and
their families. The picture on the following page is a front view of this highly
acclaimed homestead.

Jessie Edginton became one of the best loved and most influential citizens
of the area. He is probably remembered most for his work in trying to get built
the seven miles of railroad line from Colliers to the Ohio River so that it would
be possible to travel by rail from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, to Newark, Ohio.
The hitch in this otherwise well-planned endeavor was brought about by the

fact that the act which authorized the railroad construction stated that it was

to stop at the Virginia state line. Thus the little village of Colliers was the

getting-off point for travelers from Pittsburgh bent for Ohio.

Jessie and his buddy, Nathaniel Wells, both wealthy men, had become
railroad bugs, and were determined to get the trains at least as far west as
Hollidays Cove, and then worry about how they would cross the Ohio River.

A small book could be written stating the adventures encountered by these
two men as they set about to perform this feat. But in simple language, it
amounts to the fact that they bought up 7 miles of land, 100 feet wide, and
jumped in with both feet to get that track laid.

For some unknown reason, the Virginia legislature was just as adamant that
the track would NOT be laid. At one point in time, they tried to pass
legislation making it a misdemeanor, punishable by time in the penitentiary,



for any person building a railroad within the limits of the state who did not
have their written consent. But Wells and Edgington were not licked yet.
They went to Richmond, and being personable men with pleasing ways, they
convinced the legislature not to pass the bill. They built their tracks and
operated their train for about six months until it proved to be not as feasible
as they had hoped. People could now get from Pittsburgh to the Ohio River,
but there was still no sensible way to get across the water, and thus on the
train that would take them to Newark. And even the little 7 mile run they had
worked so hard to produce, was not very satisfactory. Later developments of
course took the train easily from Pittsburgh to the Ohio, and in 1864, near the
close of the Civil War, the railroad bridge was finally built across the river.
And on the now unused railroad bed of Edgington and Wells were laid the final
tracks which, in December of 1867, became the famous Panhandle Railroad.
Jessie Edgington was a very frail old man by this time. At the dedication
service, the local world honored him by having him drive a gold spike into a
railroad tie to commemorate his years of work in trying to bring the railroad to
town. But another man had to hold Jessie up while he pounded in the
glistening spike to the wild cheers of the entire population of Hollidays Cove.
The first passenger train went from Steubenville to Pittsburgh on the day
Lincoln was shot. Jessie died at the age of 84. It is said that his first and only
ride on those tracks was when they took his body from his beloved Hollidays
Cove to be buried with his family at Union Cemetery, high on the beautiful hill

above Steubenville.

The Edgington Home
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The Harmon Creek Wagon Bridge

This picture is of the Wagon Bridge over Harmon Creek that stood near the oid
Hindman Mill, Brooke County, WV. Another man had built the mill but became
weary of milling. Meanwhile, John Hindman had become weary of farming. The
story handed down by word of mouth is that the men made an even trade - a
farm for a mill.

A picturesque landmark in its own right, this little bridge was a favorite of
people of all ages in the days before the Flood of 1912 when it was completely

destroyed. It was never rebuilt. Some old timers say that it stood where the

"Rat Hole"” was later constructed.
The Panhandle Rail Road tracks can be seen on the left in the picture. The

white building with the five windows on the side is the first Christian Church of
the Hollidays Cove area. It was also destroyed in the flood and never rebuilt. A
new and very different looking structure was, however, built on Main Street the
following year much farther uptown. This church in the picture stood
approximately where the Weirton Lumber Company now stands. The line of
houses in this picture stood along Cove Road.

The Wagon Bridge over Harmon Creek




The Three Arch Bridge over Harmon Creek

The structure known as the Three Arch Bridge near the Police Lodge area of Harmon
Creek Road is an overpass, permitting traffic to get across Harmon Creek from Upper
Cove to Colliers. At one time it was a necessary nuisance, being but a one lane affair.

The story is told that upon one occasion in those early days before the 4-lane
highway constructions, two vehicles approached the span, one from each direction.
Both drivers pulled onto the overpass and each waited for the other to back off. But
apparently both were a little hard-headed, so neither moved. No one knows how long
they waited for the other fellow to give in. In all probability the length of time
increased with each telling of the incident. But someone must have finally conceded
that it was his turn to back up, since when last viewed by this writer, not only was the
overpass clear of traffic, but it was also grown over with brush and grass.

The Three Arch Span over Harmon Creek




The Swinging Bridge over Harmon Creek

in the early days, the Panhandle Railroad went through Hollidays Cove (now Weirton)
with a side branch passing up the river toward New Cumberiand and points north.
Persons living on Main Street and surroundings were forced to cross over Harmon
Creek to get to the train station which was known as New Cumberland Junction. The
path to get from Main Street to the station went through the property that now houses
the Weirton Community Center. But when that path reached the creek, it came to an
abrupt halt. Obviously a span of some sort was necessary to get over the waterway.

The problem was solved by building a swinging bridge. A picture of this useful
structure is shown below. It served its purpose well, albeit many a plump matron of
the Cove of that day crossed it with much trepidation. After all, it did indeed live up to
its name - a swinging bridge, and on windy days, the little span moved side to side
even more than normally. [t was difficult enough to hold on to ones hat while keeping
ones skirt down, and next to impossible not to reveal a quick glimpse of a well turned

ankle in the process.




The Covered Bridge at Hanlin Station

A person traveling down the steep, winding hill from Eldersville to Hanlin Station in
Jefferson Township, Washington County, PA, is greeted by the old Panhandle Railroad
Underpass. Upon emerging from it at the other side, a choice of direction to pursue
presents itself. A right hand turn would take the traveler to Dinsmore, then Francis
Mine, and finally, Burgettstown. If, instead, the traveler opted to go straight ahead, he
would be headed for Old Steubenville Pike and points beyond. Here, his first
confrontation in the old days would have been the covered bridge over Harmon Creek
pictured here.

The late Warren Columbia, historian of bye-gone days, recalled that in 1904 or 1905,
when he was circa 5 years of age, he was on the spring wagon with his father, hauling
empty milk cans from the station. Sprinkles turned to torrents of rain as they pulled on
to the bridge. As the water became higher, his father whipped up the horses and said,
This is not going to improve!” Shortly after they pulled from the bridge, they heard a
crash behind them. Although the bridge had been built high above the water and was
reached by ramps, it was no match for the cloudburst. Father and son escaped with
their lives. No one alive today, of course, remembers seeing this bridge.

The Covered Bridge over Harmon Creek at Hanlin




"The Rat Hole”

The underpass to end all underpasses once stood on Harmon Creek Road in Brooke
County, WV, not far from what old timers referred to as Upper Cove. Today, the best
description of its location would be just at the rear of Weirton Lumber Company.

In the days before this underpass was constructed it would have been the
emergence of the Panhandle Railroad in the area that prompted its creation. As one
approached the Haller Park area of Hollidays Cove when traveling from Colliers toward
Weirton it was necessary to cross the railroad somewhere to get to Cove Road.

The solution to this problem was certainly not one that contributed to the esthetic
quality of the area, but, it worked. It was in fact, a hideous hole in the earth, one lane
wide, with a steep incline on the going-out side of it when coming from Colliers.

When making this journey toward the Cove, the driver was compelled to stop dead
on the Colliers end, blow the horn loudly, roll down the window regardless of the
weather and stretch the neck to see if some ungracious driver coming from the Cove
had beaten him to the pass. If so, someone had to back up until the coast was clear.

On non-school days, little boys, hoping for a nickel or a dime from a grateful driver,
often "manned the fort”. They took turns going down into the dungeon to direct
oncoming traffic, while a cohort stood on the high part of the Cove side of the tunnel
and monitored cars from that direction. Little wonder it was given the moniker of "The
Rat Hole"”. Today, the Rat Hole is no longer. And even if the remembrance of it
touches a nostalgic note, one is forced to add, perhaps inaudibly, "Thank God!” ‘

The Rat Hole
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During the building of the railroad in the Hollidays Cove area, many
interesting things took place which are worthy of preservation. Persons living

today are, for the most part, totally unaware of railroad life in those early

In pioneer days of railroading, coaches were open, and passengers

times. -
the sun or the rain.

were forced to carry umbrellas for protection against
Cross beams overhead were often so low that those riding on the top of a car

had to sit down quickly to prevent being hit. Braking was all done by hand and
there was always danger of the brakeman losing a finger or two. At places on
the track where curves were sharp, it was not unusual for the train to jump
the track. When this occurred, farmers were often coaxed to hitch up the
team and get the train back in operation.

The local historian of the Cove area, Charlie Campbell, is responsible for
this information presented here. His grandfather and uncles were railroad
men and passed along to Charlie the love of a train. This author has read
several articles written by him about the general operation of the first trains in
the area and the problems encountered by the faithful men who operated
them. It should therefore be the truth that the information presented here is
factual, and not the product of someone’s imagination.

One of Charlie Campbell's favorite railroad stories, which he swore to be the
truth, was as follows. Number 2 train frequently jumped the track near

Wheeling Junction (later known as Weirton Junction). It was the job of an
Irishman named Flanagan to report these incidents to the superintendent.
Flanagan was a very thorough soul, and wrote lengthy episties to his boss,
giving all of the minute details of the occasion. The time came when his
superior decided to put a stop to these lengthy reports. He wrote a terse note
to Flanagan, telling him to hereafter cut these messages short. Flanagan
complied. The next time the mishap occurred, the Irishman sent the following
message. "Number 2. Off again, on again, gone again. Flanagan.” Charlie
reported that it was a true fact that the once popular "On again, Off again”
poem written by Strickland Gillilan, had its inception in this real life incident
on the early railroad at Hollidays Cove.

The Railroad Bridge at Weirton Junction near Ferry Glen
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New Cumberland Junction
(near Walnut Street, behind the Community Center)
Small building is the Railroad Station.
Large building is the Signal Tower.
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Avella Woman Rewarded for Following Her Natural Instincts

“Nothing heroic. Just doing what 1 thought 1 should do.” This was the
response from Mrs. Tammie Hall of Avella, PA, as she accepted the
“Chairman’s Award” for $250 for preventing a possible disastrous train
derailment in November, 2006.

“My son came in and alerted me to the fact that ‘something serious is
wrong with the train track’. I became alarmed and went to investigate. | saw
the damage and immediately contacted Wheeling & Lake Erie Railway
Company.” It is not clear what had happened to the tracks. It is known only
that the next train through Avella could have derailed near the Station.

Today, Tammie holds not only one award for following one of her natural
instincts. Just recently she was personally presented with a check for a
$5000 reward by James Northcraft, Vice President of Transportation for
Wheeling & Lake Erie. The ceremony took place at the Avella Railroad
Station in the presence of several members of her family.

On April 8, 2007, the ‘train folks” whose tracks run almost through Tammie
.Hall’s petunia patch, were frightened beyond helief. As he neared the Avella
station, the engineer came within the range of a sniper’s bullet that shattered
the glass where his face had bheen. The alarm was soon spread that
“someone shot at the train”. Within minutes- police, medics, helicopters - all
converged on the station area of Avella,

The din created by the excitement did not prevent the sharp eye of Tammie
Hall from zero-ing in on a possible suspect. With a ghostly expression on his
face and a BB gun in his hand, the 12 year old admitted his guilt to Tammie.
She calmly explained to him that it was her duty to “turn him in”. She then
notified the authorities.

“But it was just a BB gun!” the juvenile protested.

Tammie’s favorite pasttime is helping people. The daughter of LaVerne and
the late David Hampe, Tammie is married to Donny Hall and is the mother of
two sons. She has bheen a resident of Avella, and Smith & Robinson
Townships since 1978. ;

A 1983 graduate of Avella High School, she has devoted much time to civic
duties such as the Avella Volunteer Fire Department and the ARC Human
Services in Avella. She recently broke her ankle in helping to answer a call
that proved to be a false alarm.

She remembers a great uncle, August Hampe, who lived in Buffalo Village
and served before 1978 as the local constable.

“] did not want to get anyone in trouble,” Tammie says quietly, in reference
to her actions in the train-shooting incident . “But | wanted to prevent a worse
situation from occurring. [ feel | must look out for the safety of my family and
the community in which I live and work.”

James Northcraft’s journey from Brewster, Ohio, to Avella, Pennsylvania,
for the presentation to Tammie Hall, eventually proved to be three-faceted. In
addition to the award presentation, he and Division Superintendent, James



Hill, became members of the A.D.White Society during their stop at the Avella
Wabash Station. This visible token of their personal support of this active
historical group deeply touched members who are struggling to make it a
force for good in the Avella area.

The third highlight of the visit was Northcraft’s announcement that the
governing body of the Wheeling and Lake Erie Railway Company, led by
Chairman and CEO L.R. Parsons, had reduced the yearly fee, for the Society’s
use of the land on which the Station is located, from $600 to $6. What a boon!

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society
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"Time of Mail Arrivals.

Mail arrives at the local postoffice
from railway trains at 6: 40 and 10: 20
a: m.,, and at 1:15 and 5:00 p. m.,.sub.
ject to trains being on time. Distribu.
tion of these mails usually are com.
pleted within 30 minutes. Mail from
Langeloth, Cross Creek, Slovan, Atlas.
burg" apd Studa on star" routes arrive
about 9:30 a. m., and mail from Flor.
ence, Bertha and Joffre come in by
rural carriers about noon.

Time of Mail Arrivals
Burgettstown Enterprise-October 24, 1934 Edition
























Crowds during the Union Agriculture Fair

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society
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Collier, WV-Railroad Office Building

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society



Collier, WV- Coal Dock

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society
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Collier, WV-Water Towers

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society



Collier, WV-Train Depot-1911

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society



Collier, WV-Train Depot-1892

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society



Flood of 1912
Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society
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At “CO” Tower, Collier. W.Va. the track maintenance crew is restoring bridge and track after a cloudburst on the night of September |, 1912 converted
Harmon Creek into a raging river, destroying or damaging the railroad that stood in its path. This is bridge #36. View looking east on south side, Sept.
6, 1912, “CO"" was later renamed “State Line.” (collection of James J.O. Lynch, Jr.)




Collier, WV-Pay Car Workers

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society
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