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BOYS. First row, lett to right: 
John Boni, Sam Michalski, Leslie 
Williams, Archie Orison. Second 
row: Shawn Geiger, George Gal ish, 
Mark Orison. Third row: Steven 

.Noga, Ron Michelucci, Erin Carlin, 
Lorrin Medlin . Fourth row: Tim 
Endler. Fifth row: Shawn Arnold, 
Mrs. Snyder, Shawn Davis. 

-

Return With Us Now To Those 
Thrilling Days Of Yesteryear •.•• 

Colonial Day was held this year 
in an authentic one room school
house at Meadowcroft Village. The 
day was spent learning about col
onial schools, activities and -the 
way of life during that period. The 
classes adhered as closely . as 
possible to the content, methods 
of teaching and discipline signifi· 
cant of that time. At recess the 

. children cou ld be seen reviving 
games such as marbles, hop
scotch and jumping rope. 

Mrs. Carol Snyder, a fifth grade 
teacher at the Atlasburg School, 
encourages her students to wear 
clothing in the style which their 
ancestors in the 18th century 
would have considered the latest 

fashion. It's kni ckers, suspenders 
and vests for the boys, with the 
gir ts· as modest as colonial 
maidens in aprons and bonnets. 

The "Colonial Day" theme fits in 
with the Social Studies unit in the 
fifth grade in the Burgettstown 
Area School System, where the 
students study U. S. Social 
Studies ranging from Indians to 
the present. 

Mrs, Snyder has been having a 
"Colonial Day" for 12 years, and 
the Idea grew from her Interest in 
the educational system in early 
America. After research In libraries 
and with the help of historical 
societies, the unit was complle<;J. 

In conjunction with "Colonial 
------------- Day," projects centering around a 

theme of "Colonial America" were 
made by the children . The 
students combined their own 
Ideas and creative talents for a 
remarkable disJ')Iay. Built in mini
ature were a Dutch house, colonial 
cradle, matchstick cabin, flag 
made of pine cones, liberty bell, 
hornbook, pillory, wagons, forts 
and log cabins. The domestic side 
of colonial life was not neglected. 
Turned in were quilts, homemade 
butter, crocheteq items, a hand
made picture frame, pillows and 
counted cross-stitch. 

In addition to the individual pro
jects, the children made their own 

1 wooden hornbooks -- primers on 
wood with a protective t ransparent 
covert ng -- to take:. to Meadowcroft 
with them. · 

Leo Carlin , fa ther of Erin, 
donated the wood and his time in 
helping t·he c lass. He cut out all of 
the individual hornbooks and each 
child then finished his or her own 
hornbook to keep as a reminder of 
that trip backward into yesteryear! 

Atlasburg 5th Grade Visits Meadowcroft Village (Pg. 1) 
Burgettstown Enterprise-August 17, 1983 Edition 
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GIRLS. First row, left to right: 
Tanya Williams, Rhonda Mika, 
tracy Couch, Michele Da.ske, Anita 
Cooke, Melissa Grant. Second 

. row:· Sylvia Budash, Lori Latshaw, 
Christina Weigner, Shelby Nied· 
zialkia.. Third row: Angela Abbqtt. 
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Melissa Fischer, Samantha 
Whalen. Fourth row: Lori Harshey, 
Mrs. Snyder, Ke/11 Kiger. 

Return With Us Now To Those 
Thrilling Days Of Yesteryear .• .• 

Colonial Day was held this year 
In an authentic one room school· 
house at Meadowcroft Village. The 
day was spent learning about col
onial schools, activities and -the 
way of life during that period. The 
classes adhered as closely . as 
possible to the content, methods 
of teaching and discipline signifi· 
cant of that time. At recess the 

.children could be seen reviving 
games such as marbles, hop
scotch and jumping rope. 

Mrs . Carol Snyder, a fifth grade 
teacher at the Atlasburg School, 
encourages her students to wear 
clothing in the style which their 
ancestors in the 18th century 
would have considered the latest 

fa$hio·n. It's knickers, suspenders 
and vests for the boys, with the 
girls· as modest as colonial 
maidens in aprons and bonnets. 

The "Colonial Day" theme fits in 
with the Social Studies unit in the 
fifth grade in the Burgettstown 
Area School System, where the 
students study U. S. Social 
Studies ranging from Indians to 
the present. 

Mrs. Snyder has been having a 
"Colonial Day" for '12 years, and 
the Idea grew from her interest in 
the educational system in early 
America. After research in libraries 
and with the help of historical 
societies, the unit was compllec;t. 

In conjunction with "Colonial 
------------- Day," projects centering around a 

theme of "Colonial America" were 
made by the children. The 
students combined their own 
Ideas and creative talents for a 
remarkable display. Built in mini · 
ature were a Dutch house, colonial 
cradle, matchstick cabin, flag 
made of pine cones, liberty bell, 
hornbook, pillory, wagons, forts 
and log cabins. The do!T)estic side 
of c0lonial life was not neglected. 
Turned in were quilts, homemade 
butter, crocheted items, a hand· 
made picture frame, pillows and 
counted cross-stitch. 

In addition to the individual pro
jects, the children made their own 
wooden hornbooks ·· primers on 
wood with a protective transparent 
covering ·· to take. to Meadowcroft 
with them. · 

Leo Carlin , father of Erin, 
donated the wood and his time in 
helping the class. He cut out all of 
the individual hornbooks and each 
child then finished his or her own 
hornbook to keep as a reminder of 
that trip backward into yesteryear! 

Atlasburg 5th Grade Visits Meadowcroft Village (Pg. 2) 
Burgettstown Enterprise-August 17, 1983 Edition 



Atlasburg Grade School 
1961-1962 Grade 7 

First Row, L-R: Mr. Astorina, Dave Boni, Barbara Watton, Barbara Takah, 
T. Bongiorni, Larry Couch, B. Steiminger, George Warrick, M. Thomas. 

Second Row, L-R: Michael Kostry, B. Bittinger, Nancy Kaste, D. Lewis, 
C. Davidson, John Steiminger, Nicki Drazick, Greg Petricca, B. Yanovich. 

Third Row, L-R: T. Latella, Donald Giacomelli, Linda Covington, Karen 
Vuksanovich, Ted Yaksic, Carl Pcsolinski, Jim Petricca, B. LaRue, T. Finley, 
J. Huggins. 

Fourth Row, L-R: Frank Noga, B. Skidmore, Renee Warchol, B. Johnson, 
G. Malone, H. Yakovich, Arthur Wilkens, A Gieger, Steve Ostop, George 
Galish, Leo Corrick. 

Fort Vance Historical Society 



Atlasburg Grade School-Grade 2 
1956-1957 

First Row, L-R: Adeline Geiger, Barbara Takah, David Boni, Randy Smith, 
Trudy Latella, Patty Trevena, Renee Warchol, David Greist, Robert Steiminger, 
George Galish, Frank Bongiorni. 

Second Row, L-R: Billy LaRue, Frank Noga, James Petricca, Ted Yaksic, Gerald 
Petricca, Donna Lewis, Larry Verner, Michael Koestrich, Thomas Finley. 

Third Row, L-R: Bobby Bailey, Steven Ostop, Betty Jo Johnson, Rose Urista, 
Donald Giacomelli, Nicki Drazick, Thelma Milocich, Louis Commington, Leo 
Corrie. 

Teacher: Miss Amistadi 

Fort Vance Historical Society 





MAY DAY DANCE HELD IN ATLASBURG 

The Atlasburg P. To Ae 
held a May Day dance Sat
urday, May 1, highlighted 
by the crownlng of a King 
and Queeno 

Joan Churpak andJoseph 
Bateman, both of Atlas~ 
burg, were crowned as King 
and Queen. · 

May Day Dance Held in Atlasburg School 
Joan Churpak and Joseph Bateman, Crowned as Queen and King 

Burgettstown Enterprise-June 9,1965 Edition 



XMAS PROGRAM 
AT ATLASBURG 

A large and" appreciative audience 
' atte.nded the Christmas entertainment 

given by the - Atlasburg Protestant 
Sunday School on Sunday evening. 
December 21. The following l?rogram 
was given: 

Singing, Doxology; Prayer by Bes
sie Donehoo, superintendent of the 

' Sunday School; Christmas Greetings. 
Elsie Bonner; Song by audience, "0 
Come .A,ll Ye Faithful"; Wise Men's 
Gifts, William Mitchell; Exercise by 

' ,three smal.l girls, Ma1·ian Marteny. 
: Carol Havelka and Mary Mitchell; 
· Song by audience, "Joy To the World" 
Why I Love Christmas, Winifred Mar

l teny; Gift of Love, Roberta Darko and 
l Patty ·Bonner; Christmas Tree by Ken
. neth Marteny; Christmas, by Be.tty 

1 
Loca; Song by audience, "The First 

1Noel"; Christmas Jesus by Marie Bon-
1 ner; The Love that Makes Christmas 
' Day by Anna Mitchell; Song by audi
. ence, "Hark the Herald Angels Sing"; 
' Play in two scenes, "What is Christ-
mas" by five girls, Irene Ringer, Bet
ty Springer, Elizabeth Darko, Aud
rey Havelka and Carol Havelka; 
What Wou.ld You Say by Frank Bon
ner; Christmas Telephone by Betty 
Mitchel.l; Little Jack Horner, by Ray 
Bonner; Song by audience, "It Came 

. Upon the Midnight Clear"; The Truth 
of It by Walter Mitchell; God's Christ
_ mas Gift by Dewey Springer; Song by 
'Ladies' Bible class, "0 Little Town 
of Bethlehem"; Closing sing, "Si.lent 

iNight, Holy Night. 
, Gitts and ~andy were distributed 
during the fellowship hour. A pleas
ing surprise was the distribution of 
home-made filled cookies by M1-s. W. 
0. Johnston, a former teacher in the 
Sunday School. 

Christmas Program at Atlasburg 
Burgettstown Enterprise-December 25, 1941 Edition 



John Lubon went to Atlasburg School about 1923 to 1936.

1st grade to 3rd

At that time} his name was John Lubonsky.



MAY DAY DANCE HELD IN ATLASBURG 

The Atlasburg P. T. A. 
held a May Day dance Sat
urday, May 1, highlighted 
by the crownlng of a King 
and Queen. 

Joan Churpak andJ oseph 
B a t e m an, both of Atlas~ 
burg, were crowned as King 
and Queen. · 

May Day Dance Held in Atlasburg School 
Joan Churpak and Joseph Bateman, Crowned as Queen and King 

Burgettstown Enterprise-June 9, 1965 Edition 



Smith Township S(hool Diredors Work on Plans 
For Building of Additio-n to Atlasburg Building 

Pl!ans foc the construction of an 
addition to the Atlasburg school 
will be continued, members of 
the Smith township school board 
agreed at a meeting of the board 
last Wednssdlay evening. Arthur 
TennySlOn , ,ar-chitect , ·was advised 
t o proceed .at once with final , 
blueprints. 

T h e Hal71rn.On Creek school 
ibn:i:lding .was sold to the T r ' · 
Sta,te Aviaotion Companv. ~- t h e ""' 
$2.703. Other bid" ;,1,21 0. 
;n~rgJ Eleiard aiw' ~greed t o sea 

l.O.t number 139 in Langeloth to 
the Chmch of Chr ist for- a sum 
of $400. Other biddi€l~s were Ed
ward Wilgocki. $375, Gus Bar
bush, $200 and J oseph MontEJ-
quin, $150. ; 

Frank DeCook of Bulger, R. D. 
was awarded the bid to supply 
coal to the town_hip schools at 1a 
J:ate of $5.25 per b n for Bulger, 
Francis Mine, Langeloth , Atl-as-

burg and ~J!lv:m ~'noo\s 'd))~ 
$5.10 fo·r · Racco :cn sch'ool. Mt. 
P le'as·ant Coal comp-any bid at 
$5 .40 per t::m and: Union CnaJ 
c-omP')ny, which offered to sup
ply only AtlasbtTg and Francis ' 
Mine, presented a bid of $5 .35 per 
ton. I 

The officers of the board were 
r.,uthorized to complete the pur
chase of the Chev olet su-burban 
through the S:::ott Service com 
pany. 

Superintendent Harry Tenny
son was instructed to investigate 
the possibilities of pl~~ochasing 

w atex.. tanks for use in township 

Smith Twp. School Directors Work on Plans for Building of Addition to Atlasburg Bldg. 
Burgettstown Enterprise-October 4, 1933 Edition 



Avella to hold ceremony o ay. 
A vella Area High School 

will hold commencement 
exercises for 40 graduating 
seniors at 7 p.m. today at the 
high school football field. 

The district has namedJen
na Campbell as valedictorian 
and Larry Ferguson as saluta
torian of its Class of2015. 

Campbell, daughter of 
John and MeliSsa Campbell of 
Avella, will speak about "Look 
Forward." She received the 
U.S. Marine Corps Scholas
tic Excellence Award and the 
Washington Rotary Club aca
demic scholarship. 

She is president of the Na
tional Honor Society and pres
ident and founder of the high 
school drama club. She has 
been involved in the school 
play throughout high school. 

Jenna Lany 
Campbell, Ferguson, 

· valedictorian salutatorian 

the yearbook staff, debate team,. 
Teen Outreach, academic team • 
and Science Quiz Bowl She also ; 
wrote for the Observer-Report-.. 
er's Flipside publication. 

She plans to attend Penn
sylvania State UniversitY and· 
major in journalism. 

FergusQn, son ofLany and 
Patti Ferguson of Avella, will 

I> 

speak about "Look Back." He 
received the Allgheny College<# Avella Area 

HighSchool 
• Trustees Scholarship. ~ 

. 
• 40 graduates . 
•May28 
• A veDa Area gymnasium 

She also is editor of the stu
dent newspaper and secretary 
of Students Against Destruc
tive Decisions. She served on 

He is vice president of the 
National Honor Society, par-
ticipated in the school play, , 
drama club and school news-. 
paper and was a member of 
the footban team. 

He is a volunteer with the .. .. 
Pittsburgh Marathon and · 
plans to attend Allegheny Col:~ ... 
lege in Meadville. 1 

Avella Area High School Commencement 
Observer -Repor ter-May 28, 2015 Edit ion 



Hop Helps 
Oburver-Reporter ohoto 

Things were really looking up Tuesday, May 31 , for students at the Avella Elementary Center, where the 114 students 
in the first three grades and three kindergartens raised $3,363.86 in a hop for a leukemia fund-raising event. Three 
students, from left, Shannon Mader, Aaron Klem and Seth Peterson, held onto their sign and looked up as a state 
police helicopter lifted off from the school yard duri ng a picnic at the school sponsored by the Avella American Legion 
Post. Shannon, a kindergarten student, raised $171 ; Aaron , a transition class student, raised $93.60; and Seth , a first~ 
grader. raised $104. 

Avella Elementary Center Raised $3,363.86 in Hop for Leukemia 
Burgettstown Enterprise-June 8, 1988 Edition 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



' 
A vella High School will 

graduate 44 seniors at com
mencement exercises at 7 
·p.m. Friday at the Avella lligh 
School football field. 

Zachary Kagle il;) the valedic- · 
torian and Jenna Laudermilt is 
the salutatorian. 

Kagle is a son of Michael 
and Bobbi Kagle of Burgett
stown. 

He received the DAR Good 
Citizen Scholarship, the Wash
ington .County Conservation 
District Scholarship twice, 
the U.S Anny Scholarship, the 
U.S. Air Force Scholarship, the 
American Legion Scholarship 
and Student of the Month. 

Kagle, was class president 
and president of the Science 

Avella_ High School 
When: 
7 p.m. Fliday 
Where: 
Football stadium 
Graduates: 44 

Kagle laudermilt 

Club, a member of the National 
Honor Society, Student Coun
cil, Community Service Club 
and Peer Jmy. He also partici
pated in baseball, cross cmmtry 
and track. He was also on the 
Trinity varsity hockey tean1. 

He will attend the U.S.l\11er-

·----------
chant Marine Academy to pur
sue a degree in marine engi
neering. 

Laudem rilt is a daughter of 
Deborah Weese of Burgett
stown and Gary Laudermilt of 
West Alexander. 

She received the Black f'am .. 

Avella High School to graduate 44 Seniors 
Observer-Reporter-June 2, 2016 Edition 

ily Scholarship, the Legion 
Scholarship and the Challenge 
ProgTam tor Community Ser
vice and Excellence Award. 

Laudermilt was president of 
. the National Honor Society and 
the Community Service Club, 
vice president of Students 
Against Destructive Decisions, 
and wa.., t:reasm"erofthe senior 
class, a member of the color 
guard in the marching band, 
a member of the Science Club, 
Peer Jury, Teen Outreach, 
yearbook staff and newspaper 
stnff. 

She 'v.ill attend the California 
University of Pennsylvania for 
sf'.rondary education with a mi
nor in special education. 



Avella homecoming 
Avella held its 
homecoming parade 
Oct.16, followed 
by a bonfire and 
pep rally at Avella 
fire hall. The Eagles 
played Carmichaels 
in the homecoming 
football game Oct. 
17, and a dance was 
held in the cafeteria 
Oct.18. Members 
of the homecom-
ing court were, first 
row, from left, Haley 
Kersey, Miranda Rus
sell, Jade Georgetti, 
Brianne Morgan and 
Raquel Midler; and 
second row, Nick 
Kusich, Matthew 
Wander, Derek Al
len, Brandon Miller 
and Santino Paris. 

Avella Homecoming 
Observer-Reporter-October 22, 2014 Edition 



Avella homecoming 

Avella Area Jr./Sr. High School will celebrate homecoming Friday: Members of the homecoming court are, from left, Haley 
Ammon, Ryan Comfort, Rebecca Brown, C.ody Dobbin, Tyler Fraysier, Devin Champagne, Zachary Kagle, Olivia Kubacka, 
Luke Lloyd and Molly Smith. The king and queen will be announced at halftime of the football game against Wilkinsburg. 
The homecoming parade is scheduled for 6 p.m. 

Avella Homecoming 
Observer-Reporter-October 7 1 2015 Edition 



Avella school district 
hires ~o principals 
BYFRANcESCASAcco 
Staff writer 
ftacco®observer-reprmer.com 

Students and staff in Avella 
Area School District will see fa
miliar faces in new roles when 
classes resume in September. 

On April15, at their regu
larly scheduled meeting, 
school board members hired 
two teachers, Sheryl Wright
Brown and Zach Zebrasky, to 
fill the vacant high sehool and 
elementary principal posi
tions, respectively. 

They begin their new roles 
Julyl. 

The positions opened ear
lier this year after a series of 
events. SuperintendentJanell 
Logue-Belden left for the top 
job in Deer Lakes School Dis
trict in January. Cyril Walther, 
now acting superintendent 
and high school principal, was 
hiJ:ed in March to take over 
Logue-Belden's position. The 
district needed to fill Walther's 
position at the high school, and 
a search began. A short time 
later, Walther said elementa
ry school principalBobbi-Ann 
Barnes resigned. 

"She resigned to move on to 
Deer Lakes," Walther said. 

Walther said internal can
didates were identified and 
interviewed. Wright-Brown 
and Zebrasky were a perfect 
fit,hesaid. · 

"TheyareinvestedinAvel
la and the community," he 
said. "Sheryl has been with 
the district for 16 years, and 
Zach about three and a half 
years. They are both very 
much Avella Eagles." 

Wright-Brown, 42, a high 
school history teacher, fonner 
coach and cmrent president of 
Avella'steachersunion,saidshe 
looks furward to the opportuni
ty. She does not anticipate ·any 
problems with the transition 
from teacher to administrator. 

'Tve worked in different ad
ministrative roles throughout· 
my career," Wright-Brown 
said. "Plus, everybody is really 
supportive and.reallywonder
ful to work with." 

She believes the high school 
is on a "good path,~' and has 
no mediate plans to make 
changes. 

"Iwillsetgoals,increasestu
dentachievement," she said. 

WrightcBrown started her 
career with Avella after grad
uating from Gannon Univer
sity in 1995. She was hired at 
a salary of$72,000. 

Zebrasky, 2&, a high school 
social studies and science 
teacher and coach, said he 
looksfurward to learning about 
his new students and staff. Dur
ing bisfirstyear, he plans toob
sexve "how things work." 

"I don't want to make any 
immediate changes. A year 
of reflections will give me an 
idea of where we need to go," 
Zebrasky said. "It will be a 
learning experience.". 

Zebraskyspenttwoyearsin 
Washington School District as 
a long-tenn substitute teacher 
before coming to Avella. He 
graduated from Washington 
&Jefferson College in 2009. 
He was hired at a salary of 
$62,500. 

Avella School District Hires Two Principals 
Observer-Reporter-April30, 2015 Edition 



JOMMUNISM CHARGE 
MADE BY SCHOOl MAN 
of. B. F . S'k i l l en of Avel la T el! s 

L eg,iona i res Re ligious Sect . is 
Opposed. to/ Am ericanism 

I 
charge t<hat J ehov.ah's Witn esses, 

religious sect, ·is fostered by Com
ists WJas ma..d!e at A vella Monday 
\, F. Skillen, superintendent of 
:ndependence township schools, 

address at the observance of 
:tice Day, first in the history o:E 

. ..1e district. 
"Jehovah's Witnesses is not a 

1·eligious sect, hut a Communistic 
OI'ganizati:on," Superintendent Skillen 
said. He cited that lav.ryers of the 
American Civil Liberties Union, 
which is classed among tlle radical 
groups, a.lw,ays rus•h to the· defense of 
persons in such controversies as the 
lag incident at Canonsburg, seeking 

.Jlicity. He eX!P:ressed the belief 
.. Hit the cult was foster ed indirectly 

from Moscow. 
Past P.ost Conimande~· Dr. H. H. 

McBurney, who is· vice commander of 
he third: subdistrict of the 2.5.th Dis
rict of th e American L e.gion, in a 
wceful address ·declare& th e soldiet 
.ead iss.ue a <Jllallenge. · 

"They died for America," he said. 
'Let us live as patr iots of peace, to 
;:eep our country free from a ppeals 
t.o violence, mob fanaticism , color ed 
s·hirts and bli.p.d slogans that would 
destroy the foundation stones ot 
liberty, justice, freedom and equal· 
Hy." 

He reviewed the fine r ecord of the 
'American Legion and declared that 
it stands as ·a bu-lwta.rk •a.gainst foes 
of the nation. He h eld that the Con
£titut ion, w'itlr the liber ties it grant
ed individua:ls, must endure·. 

The program of th e day was in 
c-harge o.f Leo Rosatti, also a past 
.commander of the Avella Legion. 

Communism Charge Made by School 
Burgettstown Enterprise-October 3, 1935 Edition 



Avella schools borrow $2 ~n·- ·on 
State budget impasse prompts rieed for loan ·to make budget 
BY F'RANCBSCA SACCO 
Staff writer 
ftacco@observer-repOiter.com 

Avella Area School Board voted 
Wednesday to borrow $2 million to al
low the district to continue to operate 
in the absence of state funding. 

Business manager Laura Sholasaid 
the district has only enough money in 
its general fund to operate through No
vember. She said the loan will allow 
the districtto operate tmtil January. If 

a budget is not passed before the new 
year, Shola said the district Will be re
quired to borrow additional funds. 

"This is the first time we have had 
to do something like this," Shola said. 
"Last time the budget was late getting 
passed, the budget was adopted in Oc
tober and we were OK." 

Shola said it appears unlikely the 
state budget impasse will end in the 
near future, so the district "decided to 
get the ball rolling" for the loan. 

Shola said the district is current on 
all bills excep those pertaining to cy
berandcharterschooffi. 

"The tuition can be deducted from 
subsidiaries," she said. 

She said the district has not taken 
any measures to boycott the state's 
actions, but said the situation is ex
tremely frustrating. 

"The auditor general and the De
partment of Education have been 
checking in on our situation," Shola 

Avella School Borrow $2 Million 
Observer-Reporter-October 23, 2015 Edition 

said. "I called to let them lmow we 
were borrowing the money." 

Avella isn't the only district in the 
county to borrow funds to continuing 
operating as Pennsylvania's state bud
get stalemate has dragged through 
four months, 

Districts statewide are suffering, 
and The Associated Press reports that 
some districts are considering shut
ting down in an effort to get the state 
to release funds. 



AVEllA SENIORf[GlASS I 
IS LARGEST IN HISTORY 

High School of Neighboring 

Will Awa rd Dip ~omas 

To 28 Graduates 

Town I 
The fifth annual commencement of 

A vella high school of Independence 
township will be held Werlnesrlay 
evening, May 27th at 8:15 o'clock in 
the Brazier Theatre. Dr. Floyd Good
night, president of Bethany college, 
will deliver the address to the grad
uates. 

This year's clas:; of 211 memher-s is 
the largest the school has ever grad
uated. The high school was establish
ed in 1923, with classes being held in 1 
the old P. & W. school room. The 
next year the students moved to the 
new building on Avella Heights. 

The Alumni association now has 57 
members. The first class was Grad
uated in 1927 and was composed of 
13 members. The class Of '28 had 10 
members. The class of '29 had 21 
members and the class of '30 13 mem
bers. 

The valedictorian of th-is year's 
class is Wil'liam Debelak antl the 
salutatorian is Henrietta Bauduin. 

The members of the class are: 
Nora Bonassi, Lucile Buxton, Herman 
Carl, Mary Carl, Donald Crowe, Mary 
DePaoli, Pauline Dolinar, Ada Eld, 

' Mildred - Ertle, Elizabeth F edor, 
George Fillo, Olive Gianotto, Atla 
Irwin, Mildred Liggett, James Menely, 
Ruby Miller, Margaret Neiser, Mar
garet Perrin, Everett Prewett, Isabell 
Robison, Evelyn Smith, Helen Spen-~ 
cer, John Tranquil, Eugene Yoders 
Michael Yerosko, Edith Brautigan. · 

Avella Senior Class is Largest in History 
Fifth Annual Commencement-Class of 28 

Burgettstown Enterprise-May 21, 1931 Edition 



tights, camera, action 
Avella, Burgettstawn spearhead public TV programming 
BY DAVID SINGER 
Stoff writer 
dsinger@observer-roporter.conl 

New programming is com
ing in February to Hickocy 
Cable subscribers as students 
ftum Avella and Burgettstown 
school districts are set to air 
various 1V productions. 

A contract was confirmed 
withthetwodistrictslastweek, 
with Fort Cherry potentially 
joining the collaborative, ac
cording to Rick Walsh, the 
owner of Walsh Media, who 
coordinated the cable delll He 
said programming, including 
archived student history pro} 
ects of the region, will air on 
channell014, The Home!DWn 
Television Network, in high 
definitioo. 

BurgettstownSclrolDistrict 
already is showing off "The 
Devils Do," a monthly 25-min
ute program highlighting ac
tivities, sportS, clubs and even 
changes in the school lunch 
program. English and media 
teacher Matt Grove oversees 
the productions. 

''Theseareprerewrdedseg
ments because they're so la
bor intensive, getting all these 
subject areas covered," said a 
furmer 1V and print news re
porter. 

"What we're tcying to re
late tiJ the kids is solid writing. 

You can have greatcinematng
raphy skills, but if your stiJcy 
isn't good, it's going to fall flat," 
Grove said. 

Burgettstown sophomore 
Brandon Williams jumped at 
1he opportunity, joining seven 
other students in 1he applied 
communications media class 
since itstutedin 2013. 

Action 
Continued from Page Bl 

"We're hoping 1his pub
lic broadcast will impart on 
1hem a consistent urgency 
to meet deadlines, and to 
produce high-quality con
tent under those deadlines," 
Saunders said. 

"We're ina YouTubeworld, 
so when I heard video editing, 
I wanted tiJ get an idea of how 
these are produced wi1h qual
ityandcare,"saidthelS-year
old. 

"Media skills can be applied 
alrmstanywhere, and with me 
workingonphysicalsetdesigns 
as well, I think fll be ready fur 

sra·ndon 
Williams lines 
up a camera 
fora green
screen shoot. 

DM>Soooal/ 
--..=-~----__. <leseM>I·Ael>oRml 

any type of media employ
ment," Williams said 

The segment Williams pro
duced highlighted scOOol.clubs, 
including 1he guitar club and 
Asian culture club. 

"This is particularly a vital 
se.tVice fur freshman students. 
Unlessthey'reinanhooorclub, 
oroomethingthatfimnelsthem 

intnanotberclub, they're out of 
the loop," Grove said 

At Avella, technology and 
business teacher Jesse Saun
ders bas beenhelpingstudetlts 
crankoutdailyeditionsof''The 
Eagle Eye News," a five-min
ute news program about 1he 
district,since2011. 

Please see Action, Page B3 

" Local community 
events, like the W asbingtiJn 
County Fair and homecom
ing parade, we'll do high

Brad Mclaughlin, left, and Cole Mirich stand in the media 
studio at Burgettstown High School. 

light packages of those, as service announcement, 
well,"he said. or quar te r back Brad 

For parents and histocy . 
buffs, videos highlighting McLaughlin recappmg the 

fuotball team's recently bro
the region's people, places ken records - including his 
and events from the past 80 own record of 329 pas&ing 
years also will be pulled out 
of the archives, Grove said. · yards in a game - the proj-
Burgettstown Junior Brian ects are collaborations. A 
Antonetti produced one of student may start in front of 
the bistocy profiles when he 1he camera, end up behind 
was a freshman. it, 1hen edit and produce a 

"We've handed over a classmate's assignment. 
bunch of content for Hick- The school districts are set 
ocy Cable to sift through to to benefit from some of 1he 
put in rotation. In addition advertising revenue on the 
tiJ that and the monthly pro- channel, said Burgettstown 
gram, we'll be doing fea- Superintendent Dr. James 
tures as we go along, too," Walsh, who is no relation to 
Grovesaid. RickWalsh. 

Whether it's a public "No big expectations of 

revenue coming our way," 
James Walsh said. 

"This is more about 1he 
opportunity it provides stu
dents, and to give them a 
bigger stage to show off the 
kindofworkthey'recapable 
of," he aqded, explaining de
tails of the contract are still 
being worked out. 

Rick Walsh said he also 
was working bn getting Mt. 
Pleasant Township and oth
er nearby municipal gov
ernment organizations to 
provide live broadcasts of 
their meetings. 

Officials with Fort Cherry 
School District did not re
turn calls for comment > 

Avella, Burgettstown Schools Spearhead Public TV Programming 
Observer-Reporter-October 31,2015 Edition 



Avella teacher fmalist for $100,000 grant 
BY FRANCESCA SACCO 
Staff writer 
jsacco@obseruer-reporter.co/11 

the eastern part of the country, five in 
the central part and five in the west
ern part. The two with the most votes 

"Is this real?" Avella Area High :4J_eachpartofthecount:ryareaward
School teacher Lori Lochran repeat_ ed the grants. Voting opens Oct.1 and 
edly asked as she held back tears. ends Oct. 31. The winners will be an-

Just moments before, Lochran nounced in December. 
learnedshewasoneoflSfinalistsfor Lochran was entered into the 
six $100,000 grants provided by the challenge after being thanked by a 
FarmerslnsuranceThankAmerica's member of the community on the 
Teacher program. program's website. Once a teacher 

With the help of students and her . is thanked, they are eligible to enter 
fellow teachers, Lochran was sur- a proposal for the grant money. Lo
prised with the announcement Fri- chranenteredaproposalforagreen
day during Avella's first pep rally of house and garden. 
the year. She had no idea what was "Being a rural district, we want
coming as the band played and cheer- ed to introduce an agriculture pro-

gram," Lochran said. "It is also perleaders flipped across the gym. 
"We have a new homeroom ac- feet way to bring the community to-

gether." tivity now," Lochran said as she ad-
dressed the crowd. ''Voting." If awarded the grant, Lochran said 

WinnersfortheDreamBigTeach- the greenhouse would be used in Flwr:=ASACCO/OssaMR-RE!'OilTffi 

er Challenge grant are based on on- grades K-12· Produce from the garden Avella Area High School teacher Lori Lochran, right, hugs Fanners lnsur
line votes. There are five finalists in Please see Avella, PageA2 a nee agent Monica Jones after leaming she is a finalist for a $100,000 grant .. 

Avella 
Continued from Page One 
would be used in the school's 
cafeteria and extra food item 
donated totheAvellafood bank. 

:::. Lochran said she entered the 
proposal with no expectations. 
Because Avella is a small, rural 
district, tax revenue is small. 
She said a grant of this size 
would be an amazing opportu
nity for the district 

''Taking a chance is worth it 
·fur these guys," she said about 
her students. 

Superintendent Cyril Wal
therencourageseveryonewith 
Internet access to vote. The 
website, www.thankameri
casteachers.com, allows for one 
vote per person, per day. 

''This has been a long-term 
goal for the district," Walther 
saidofthegreenhouse. "wriisa 
dedicated teacher who is willing 
todoanythingforherdistrict" 

Avella School Teacher Finalist for $100,000 Grant 
Observer-Reporter-September 5, 2015 Edition 



Avella board to open r•novation bids July 9 
By Jim Dallara 
Editor 

Bids for the re nova tion proj ec t 
a t Avella Area J unior-Senior High 
S chool will be opened a t 2 p.m. 
T hursday, July 9. 

P l'ior to last Tuesday's school 
board meeting, a 45-minute execu,. 
Live session with Aposlolou Associ
a te's of Pittsburgh, architec ts for 
t he projec t., was discussed to di s
c uss contract language and othe r 
tle lails associated with the renova
tion. 

Cost estimates ranging be tween 

$2.5 million to $3 million have been 
projected for the renovation work, 
whi c h in c lud es h e alin g a nd 
ventila ting, plumbing and e lectri
cal proj ects, roofing, windows, an 
elevator fo r .handicapped access , 
lighting, doors and locke t's . Con
struction of a multi -purpose in
structional room is being consider
ed. 

Bids for removal of asbestos re
la ted to the renovation work will 
also be opened July 9. 

The board took action to pur
chase playground equipment from 
Play time at a cost of $5,600 to the 

di stri ct. Other costs will be borne 
by the Avella Elementary PTA. 
Volunteer work on installation of 
the equipm ent 'on a playground 
area loca ted east of the basketball 
courts will begin early July 9. 

By a 7-1 vote, Steve Arnold was 
named head football coach, with 
Paul Brin s k y a nd W illi a m 
Schubenski as assis tan t coaches 
and Gary Rankin as junior high 
co a ch . Director Da rla Mye r s 
dissented. Robert Anderson was 
not in attendance. 

E lementary principal Louis F . 
Rodriguez reported popula tion at 

the e lementa ry center fo r the 
coming school yea r wi ll be 417, a 
total he said was "down a little" 
from the previous year. Rodriguez 
announced tha t kindergar ten ori
entation will be held Aug. 7. 

In other business, the board: 

• Employed Lori A. Lochran of 
Houston to fill the high school so
cia l s tudies t each e r vacan cy 
Cn \a ted by the dea th o f Barry 
Kubincanek. 

• Author ized payment of $2.50 to 
the tax collector by the school dis
tri ct fo r any resident opt ing to pay 

the school tax in installments, as a 
one-time payment at the end ofthe 
collection period. 

• Named Ma ry Lee Fantoni and 
Cheryl Shalvis as census takers in 
Cross Cre ek and Independence 
townships, respectively. 

• Approved purchase of an IBM 
ne twork computer lab for the high 
school education department at a 
cost of $43,502. l:; hapter 2 federal 
funds in the amount of $8,980 will 
be used toward this purchase. . 

• Approved the 1992-93 Wes tern 
Area Vocational School budge t to-

Avella Area }r-Sr. High School Renovations 
The Enterprise-July 8, 1992 Edition 

taling $2 ,232 ,865. T he Ave ll a 
district's share is $89,400. 

• Changed the school board ':; con
tribution to the Avella P ublic Li
brary Cente r from $500 to $1 ,000. 

• Accepted an agreemen t fo r usc 
of the school district 's mod ular 
building by Happy Face Day Can • 
Cente r. Condit ions in clude $7fi 
monthly rent, payment o f uti li ty 
bills by Happy Face and $5 pay .. 
ment for each new chilli enrolle 
beginning Aug. 24. 



Avella Cl.ass of 47 
Holds First Reunion 

The class 0f 1947, Avella 
high school, held its first re
union in the Oval Room of the 
George Washir.gton Hot e I, . 
Washington, Tw:!sday evening, 
July 3. This was the first time 
many of the f()rmer students · 
had been together in the 15 
years since graduation. 

Dinner was served to 30 at 7 
p.m., after whir:h dancing was 
enjoyed. The reunion commit
tee was Bernard Rush, Mer
cedes (Kowcheck) Vaira, Shir
ley (Coffey) Vallina, and Patty 
(Scouvart) Rush . 

Prizes awarderl. were to those 
who travelled the farthest , Carl 
Spencer and wife, Nordico, of 
Atlantic City, N. J., and Al 

I 
Carter and wife, Chicago. Mary 
Midler won for having the most 
.children, (six) , and .Larry Bra-
zier for being the only bachelor 
present. The rme married the 
longest was Thelma (Dunkle) 
Hoit. 

The next reunion will be held 
in five years at the Brozier 
Hall, A vella, with Larry Braz
ier, Mary (Kusic) Midler and 
Louise ( Caparosso) Midler on 
the committee. 

Avella Class of 194 7 Reunion 
Burgettstown Enterprise-July 12, 1962 Edition 



17 Graduates Attend 
Class Reunion 

Seventten of the thirty-one 
graduates of Avell.a high' school, 
class of 1937, wer e present at 

· the 25th reunion held Saturday, 
June 13, and spent the evening 

' in happy reminiscence. Includ
ing husbands, wives, and form
er t eachers, a tdal of 40 were 
present to enjoy the dinner 
ser ved in the fire hall by the 
Firemen's Auxiiiary .. 

Th e tables ·were · decorated 
with vases of roses and lily-of
the-valley, 'th2 latter having 

·b een the class flower. F eatured I 
·speaker was Max Zane, former 
teacher, now principal at Un
iontown. His address covered 
'thoughts of the many changes 
·brought about in opportunities 
offered students today, as com
lpared to th0se of 25 years ago. 

Letters and telegrams were 
·read from members of the class 
who were unable to be present. 
The one ·travelling the farthest 
was John Vadilka, Cleveland. 
Prizes were also awarded to 
rony Zick, and Stella Cindrich, 
'Nho tied for ."laving the most 
:hildren; and JaiYJ.es Wiegmann 
'or having the most hair after a; 
>eriod of 25 .year s. Dancing to 
'Ii-Fi was enjoyed. 

Avella Class of 1937 Reunion 
Burgettstown Enterprise-July 5, 1962 Edition 



Reun.ion Held For 
Avella High Class 

The class of 1941 of A vella 
high school ':leld its first r e 
union in the fire hall Satur
day, July 7, with 60 in attend
ance. Included were 27 former 
classmates out of the original 

! 58. Four teac':lers were present, 
and the. evening was spent in 
dancing and r£miniscing. 

Recognized were Kathryn Ko 
necheck Thomson, Orlando, Fla. 
for having come the greatest 
distance; Edward Bardella, for 
having the youngest child, and 
Angeline Bogo Ondrich for 
having the oldest child. Tied 
for having the most children 
w re James DQak and Jack 
Kotmk, w ith five each. 

Tables were decqrated in 
green and whit!', the class col
ors, and a large "41" was made 
from green flowers. The cen
terpiece, arranged by Larry 
Brozier, consisted of flowers and 
candles. 

John Zuleba was Master of 
Ceremonies for the dinner 
which was served by the Fire
men's Auxiliary. A program 
was enjoyed following the so
cial hour . Pictures and Bac
calaureate and commencement 
programs of 1941 were posted 
in the hall. Dancing to an or-

, chestra climaxed the ev'eping. 
I 

Avella Class of 1941 Reunion 



I 

Avella Class of1954 

Avella High School Class of 1954 held its 60-year reunion Aug. 16 at Breezy Heights Tavern & Restaurant. Classmates who attended were, first row, 
from left, Jim Tranquil!, Dorothy Dinch Bennett, Gloria Gordon Manni, Marie DiBacco Frank and Artene Debelak Maidment; second row, Dolores Sporka 
Boggs, Lillian Campbell Wheeler, Dorothy Falleroni Durko, Noreen Brinsky Kubmeanek, Jim Chase and Mike Ferrari; and third row, Doc Jones, Dr. Ray 
Fioroni, Rudy Orisko, Da_ve Cart, Jim Buchanan and_ B!ll C~rt. . ,t ., 

A vella Class of 19 54 
Observer-Reporter-October 12,2014 Edition 



Safety Coloring Contest 
Mrs. Serafino Whitco with Travis Simons, 

Rita Chase and Jesse Patrene 
Avella Elementary School-Unknown Year 
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CATALOGUE OF -·- 1 
-- .: 

FRESHMAN CLASS. 

NAMES. 

Alfred A key, 

S. J. Beatty, 

James Black, 

W. S. Bradley, i' 
Augustine Breese, 

D. F. Brewer, 

W. F. Brown, 

Ebenezer Caldwell, 

John S. Cooper, 

Alfred Crawford, 

Joseph Z. Culver, 

A. G .. Dunn, 

M. S. Elkin, 

Martin F. Foster, 

W. S. Foster, 

A . D. Frierson, 

,James G. Fulton,i· 

T. C. Furst, 

A. _ S. Furst, 

S. A. Gaylor,t 

Ed. R. Geary, 

Geo. Curtis Gormley, 

Andrew D. Gribble,·!· 

W. E. Hill, 

E. J. Howenstine, 

James S. Hughes, 

S. D. Jennings, 

J. B. Johnston , 

Samuel S. Kerr, 

R ESJDE:"'Ct:S. -- ·· ______________ -..:..__ 

lllendon, Mi~h . 

Coal BlujJ: 

Canonsburg. 

B w-gettsto wn 

Ottawa, Ill. 

llfonme, 0. 

Canonsbm'g. 

Buena Vistri. 

PMladelpltia. 

.(}anonsbu''!l· 

P{ttsburgh. 

Gallatin, Tenn. 

Gallatin, Tenn. 

Cincinnati, 0. 
Bridge·dlle . 

Cohtmbia, Tenn. 

East Libe1·t!J. 

Cedar Springs. 

Cedar Springs . 

Tinton, fa. 

Philadelphia. 

B ucy1·us, 0. 

1Vew Pltiladelphia. 

Live1pool, 0. 

Bucyrus, 0. 

Canonsburg. 

Allegheny Co. 

Cu.nonsbu1:q. 

Hookstown. 

l 

! 
I • 

r 
I 
I 
I· 
! 

:I 
====~=======------

William S. Bradley 
Jefferson College Freshman Class 



BULGER CITIZENS OPPOSE CONSOUDATION 
PLANS FOR SMITH TOWNSHIP S(ffl)Oil 

Delegates Attack Transportation Facilities 
Bulger citizens by opposing the consolidation of -to·wn

ship schools at a regular meeting of the Smith 1'ownship 
School Board Tuesday evening, September 11, added fuel to 
the fire kindled by a Harmon Creek delegation two weeks 
ago. · 

Approximately 15 men of the Bulger vicinity protested 
the transportation of pupils from the Bulger school to Rae. 
coon primarily .on the grounds of the inadequacy of trans
por tation facilities. Several individuals were concerned, 
however, with the possible depreciation of property if j:h_e 
entire B u 1 g e r school should · 
eventually be consolidated with 
those in the district away from 
Bulger. Others voiced the old cry 
of, "What was good enough for 
us will do for our children." 1 

The Smith Township Board, I 
Supt. H. L. Tennyson and Solici- 1 
tor Gourley, patiently ex!)lained 
the reasons for consolidation. 
Board member Marino insisted 
that the delegation consider the 
Bo.ard not as a group who bad 
no concern for the wishes of the 
!JUblic, but as a body of individ
uals who were Vi!!ti.ms of state 
legislation. 

The new law providing that 
I appropriations be given on a 30 
1 pupil basis necessitates consoli-
1 dation, President Mcintyre and 
other Board members maintained. 

1 In relation to the present cris
is, the problem of transportation 
was discussed at length. Bulger 
citizens contended that 'buses 
were over-crowded to the extent 
of being 'hazardous to the wel
fare of the students. Supt. Tenny
son disclosed the fact that about 

185 pupils were being transported 
between Burgettstown and Bulger, 
a few of that number being tak
en on to the Midway vicinity. 
Under the present contract with 
the transportation -company two 
buses wih a capacity of 48 indi- l 

I 
viduals each are to operate in 
this district regularly. It was I 
maintained that 85 pupils woulq 
not over- crowd buses able to 
transport 96 children . Two poss
ible reasons for the over-crowd- · 
ed condition were suggested in 
the meeting. Pupils of the paroch
ial scl;lool may be riding the bus
es reserved by contract to public 
schoo-l pupils, or passengers other 
than school children are being 
!)ermitted to board them. An in
vestigation of the bus situation 
was suggested. 

In connection with the tutur~ 
.consolidation program Bulger cit
izens sought an answer to the 
building sites of the future. school. 
buildings for the township. One 
board member suggested that it 
·was !)robable the new buliding> 
would be located in the Cherry 
Valley-Raecoon area and in the 

"Slovan area. The sites, however, 
, have not been determined by the 
I Board at large. Some Bulger cit-
! izens voiced opposition to the 

I 
suggestion. 

After the delegation adjourneu 
l the Board agreed to investigate 

possible shelter for pupils who 
I must wait for school buses. 
· A letter of appreciation :for 
co-operation rendered by the 
Board and school administrators 
from Mrs. James Fitz!)atrick, nee 
Miss Claire Astorina, recently re
signud teachtn· in the district, 
was 1·ead by the secretary. 

Bulger Citizens Oppose Consolidation Plans for Smith Township Schools 
Burgettstown Enterprise-September 13, 1945 Edition 



Bulger School-After Remodeling 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 
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View before remodeling. 

Bulger School 
Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 
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RenJetnber When? 
This was the school house at Bulger many years ago. The big tree at the left of the school is where Meerdo's Service 
Station now stands. The photograph is the property of Stanley Bednarzik of Bulger. 

Bulger School 
Burgettstown Enterprise-May 31, 1989 Edition 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 





Miss Emma M. Bwigett, 

Daughter of the late Boston G. Burgett, of Smith township, 
this county, taught an independent term the summer of 1871, 
in room No. 2. Union school building. She married Frank 
McCune, February 15. 1876. Mr. McCune is yard master for 
the P. C. C. & St. L. Railway Company, at Sheridan, Alle- 
g-henv County. Pa. 

Emma M. Burgett 
A Century of Education or, The History of Schools of Burgettstown, Washington County, PA, for the First One Hundred Years. 



Burgettstown School Ueport 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

TEACHER. 

l'finnie Simpson ........... . 
Anna I •. Pyle ................ .. 
ERRa L. Scott... ............. .. 
R. 1Ueanor NcBride .... .. 
Beulah B. I\'ouey ........ .. 
G. 1\'. NorriH, Principal 

oo 5n nr. 
·i2 HR !lfi 
to :m !a 
:l5 a:J n7 
:l·l :12 !15 
2·1 23. 97 

------~------------ -------~-------
HONOR ROLL 

I~OO!'l 1·-N)·rn Pyle. Grace '\Vat~on, Nar. 
gan•t. ;\tuln~w!-l, 1'1 ild lf'<l Huxto11, l ,t'ua 
ll!ol'l\lliOII, Nauuir· Ht•;~td, !'t•uriP llo1·tl, 
t\11•·•· l!ddJ~IIHtll, Nargurf'l l'lulurw. l•'•·tt•:. 
Jllalulw, Elvn h'klto·.1, f\lmy Scnll, b . .-flu 
Sl<·plwuHoll, l~!lwl \\'olfo•, (;Jll('l' \\'rh:ht, 
Wllldta l,udwirlt, john Clarl1, l'erry NIJ. 
ler, 1\'nRI:Il.'ll Bole, Ch:trleR Litm, \Yalter 
·l'lorrow, .Kyle l'unly, Thomas !:'tnith, 
l,eroy Bcott, \Yarren Tope, Alvin Vance. 
J :uues \YebHter, Samuel l'!cClurg-, Edg·ar 
J{eys, Hobert Culley. 

HovM 2-Jamcs Shirey, Clareuce Nor
row, Ronald Nilll'r, Harry l\lillcr, Frank 
Buxton, Gt>ors:rt• Shirey, llcrhert Cramer, 
Harry Nd~lhany, Charles Nalonc, Ilnrry 
l•'nrninl1, :Bennie Gol<h•horo, Frances Hok, 
Gruey NcCunly, Dorolh;v NcCabe, 1£tta 
Boyd, Florence Glessner, Evelyn Clark,. 
Gladys I>JcCllllough, Lauretta Scott, Leila 
Smith. l?nth Nichols. 

l?OO!'t 3-Clarence \Volfe, Floyd LeOJ)Old, 
Ralph Lee, Howard Brabson. Adint>r 
YonnK, Guyla N'cCluq:;, Hazel Nalone, 
.l'Iary Conn, \Yillic flare. Robert Russell, 
1\'alpll Hixson, Artie \Vrig-ht, Jessie Blose, 
Nildrcd \Voodrow, Edna Lemley. 

R001'l 4-Anna Cox, Lucille Culley, Nel
lie Duncan, Emily Gles~mer, Nay Belle 
Hanlin, l:':llen Keys, Cora 'l'ocld, Leona l,et
tit. Lowry Hare. Clyde Boyd, Henry Con
rnd, James Simpson, Ernest Bell, Scott 
Todd. 

ROOl'T. 5-liarolcl Cox, Cecil Fentuson, 
Lcouurd Ewing-, Clare jadtson. I\'ay Fer
JfiiRnll, Clt'lll Wl~i,tP, Hoy Haxton, John 
Shanuotl, Malwl lo<l<l. Autla Nary L<'<', 
1~:uuuu ( 'ux~ 

1\IHIN f\ llJtltH'il\• l''uJktiOII,, I'III'IIIC'JIIt 
~ko!l, No·lllt• Sll'vt·nt1otl, .lt'llltit• h'l'l'<l, l.ll. 
ti•· l ... ith, Nnr~.:nr•·l < :u11rarl, l'lan• h'llt<H<"Il, 
f\lan· \\'ootltnw, ClnJl< l'lul'l\••Jt:r,lo•, 1\d. 
C.:nl'li"l<', Clwrll'~< 1'-itui)loy, Norrl'll Nac
lit'n:r.il', John St•ahri~!'ltl, J<t•lltll'th llul""·· 

Burgettstown School Report-1909 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



School Board Begins Steps to Move Its Bus Garage 
Burgettstown Enterprise-August 1, 1990 Edition 



HIGH G.RADUATE 

James Byrd, son of Bu
ford Byrd, of Langeloth, 
recent 1 y graduated fr om 
a technical school at. Fort 
Sam Houston, Texas, the 
fourth highest in a class 
of 84 students. 

He is presently in an 
administrative position at 
Fort Bragg, North Caro
lina. 

Burgettstown Enterprise 
1966 



Candor High School-1914 
Built by Ed Taylor 

First Row: John Neal, Olive Wilson, Louis Bertram, Edna Wilson, Sara Bamford, 
Greer Kerr, and Sara Moore. Second Row: Sam Matchett, Ida Culley, Ken Yolton, 
Unknown, Rollo Wyke, Eleanore Bailey, Unknown, Gwen Hibbs, Minnie Kehm, 
Teacher, Moore. 

Photo donated by Lucille Barthold 

Fort Vance Historical Society 



Tlh:e Canonsburg s c,hool board· fired 
a t eacher and dismissed her brother 
and sister from classes in the latest 
move in the Ganons·burg school 's 
flag S'alute row. The ·board of school 
directa:rs told the teacher, Grace 
Estep, 25, tutor of tl111e secon d grade 
class, thlat Thurs,diay was lher last day 
in the school. The officials· also ,in
formed Miss Estep's brother, Charles , 
19, aJl!d her s!ist er, Miriam, 17, both 
'high school students, t•hat t hey were 
dismissed from: cloass if they refused 
to s•alute the flag on Thursday. Both 

·refused. Another brother •of M.iss Es
tep's, Murray, 13, 1and four other 
Canop.sburg s ohool children, have I been turned over to. t!he jurislddction 

1 
of the count y juvenile court. 

Canonsburg School 
Burgettstown Enterprise-October 3, 1935 Edition 



Cedar Grove School-September 14, 1914 
First Row: Smith, Latsaw, Mike Kristoff, Joe Sweder, and ______ . 
Second Row: Mel Matthews, Jules Delahaut, Gertrude Russell, Edith Clark, Beulah 
Wheeler, Lizzie Fash, Zoe Delahaut, Anna Fash. Third Row: Ethel Fryer, Annie Gordon, 

Bessie Pollock, . Fourth Row: Mickey Gordon, Joe Kristoff, Audley Smith, George Pollock, 
_____ _, Mike Kubovic, Henry Emler, Lou Emler, Helen Fash, and May Emler. 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



Cedar Grove School 
Seotember 1914 



I 

WILL TRANSPORT 
CHERRY VALLEY PUPILS 

TO RACCOON SCHOOL 

Directors of Smith township schools 
at their regula1· August meeting vot
ed to transport the chilclren of the 4th 
to 8th grades from Cherry Valley to 
the Raccoon school this coming term. 
"G1·ades 1 - to 4 will be consolidated in 
one room , wtth one teacher at Cher ry 
Valley school. 

Miss Betty Sullivan, teacher in the 
Langeloth school was g1·anted leave 
cf absence until Febr11ary 1 , 1942 to 
attead school in California. 

Will Transport Cherry Valley Pupils to Raccoon School 
Burgettstown Enterprise-August 21, 1941 Edition 





'Gallants' Made Patlls in Sl10W BIlt l~ougllllecl{s'Puslled
J~assics Into Drifts in Good Old Days, WOluall Recalls

By MRS. 8. A, BUBBETT. son. bill to ">:111 Ihe lore I'cller pre, I Ulld. tu the Chlll'ch Tl'illll;lIhant: road made il p,-,~,ihl" to ahandon
We '\l'It~, of Ihe ~nnhollnel. T(,. yiou,ly _lipped Ihn/ll,c;h nu "I'entng Geol'gn I)lIn"".n" who w,~" ,'allel1 hy Coventry Kn. laud tl'an,port. Ihe

gilJlo III "'"'''"!.I',\', ('onll,lexious in In tbe ha{'k of tho (If'RI" alld he d('llih hefL'l'o tllll"llll1l; I11B 'i,'min"I'Y children yi" hu~ In a cenll'aliz,!d
f"OllPiC: .Io~("ph BllrnA, "lin W:I'f;

Ihu"o da)'.> wel'p. pre""ne,I, not know whell ,\'our hCl\d was hent low study in).'; theology IInd'lr n",.. \\'il. sl'llO,,1 In P'lor'-'lIcc. 1'h,I'o gO'HI ohl
","Llllekd, ~11I,,'I:'lIli,d clolhlng anti o\'er YOllr desk lhul YOU 1"':1'0 nol Ilalll ~"'I';ll\'e". I), IJ .. I'I'~par;lloI'Y da."" har! "a 11,1"lu li," ,,In[llIelll,'' UI'
,;10111. "h""s 11<'1''' III" onit'1' of the Incdilalinl; Ull Ih" leaaon, hilt sur, 10 onl"rillg th" ~ulllillary' wh"l1 rat.her a ,'.'h('cl in Ih.., llIir~, Hal!'
<1'1". Tho II1'Y~ ""l11pri~cHI t.1I'0 rp\ltltlcl11"lr I'alill~ an apl'ln or "nll"d to "0111" liP hil';h~r. Dr, J\tl" roadfi w"rc tho hall" of cxi,I"II<:e.
dU,"':)(':I, ,h,' lW:lll\. who l.rnlUpell ('aKI~. \VI"' l1""nr Wf"ro J)f:'flllilleu to l'~I\\'f'c'~ tf'Xt. in )Irt'Hl'hhu: lito fll- TIl(' "'I'llPI' WlIf' f'(Jll~lraIIH'd al OIlP.

lit" "I"""li,It'" "1"I;\nf~ ":""H for hold III' 11",:,,1''', (II' lol'~, 1I'1I1'll tllIl' lilli'll I H"rlll'", II'IIH 1;<1. 1\lIII';H, Rlh lilll" III IIrll" "MI"I ~ll"dll"","
III" (;11'i:< 10 walk ,'af,'ly hOllll', nnd al'lll~, or I)Xcr"':JO ill any ~pe<:ln". ,'hapll'l', 1~lh '."'KC, "ThOll dld~1 A poel. 1\'1I111,\ sill).'; or 1.1", joys o[
till' Itlllll,'" ",ho """hed I.he girls' 111;11',way r1l1rlllJ); filll,dy hOllr:<, Ihus \11'1,11 thal it lI'a~ In thine 11(,'11'1." Sprill~,
IUl'l'S wilh SilO'" To walk II ~lalll., noakln~ thO) rc"r"atlOlI pcrluII~ all 'I'h,) l"lIlorp,1 Olll'~ 1i1'11I).'; at. Ihn IJf Iho hiI'd", (II' Ih", I""IJIII~ K"'t.
lll~ low hl;:11 np to ,I narrol\' log the 111111'0"lIjoyahlc. Th"ro was no III'C""lIl 111111)aro IIcl', Jessl1 l'lIllcL Bill a l'I';lII-a ruurl. a linn, slI1uuth

'wilh lit" 1:1:('"1",, part of lito hand. dnul'lng lisler! 011 Ihe I'IIlTil'lI1lIIII, n, p" IlIcmher of till' [a')lIlll' of ruar! ,
noll ~""l: "'111 dOWI1 ,,"other illl,1Iuo hilI. it. was ~orllet.ll1l~r; prneUeeti lu \V""tel'lI ThNI111~"',,1 SP'llIl;WI'.I', \\'o11lli he II10re "";lIllif,,! 101110, !
Oil tho Ofl\lORilc "ilie "'as tbe Ibo 'H'e.o1l1panlrIlPul of a. SlI'itcb, b'll Pltl"hurgh. aud HCI', E. A, Cllllo)', Kcr ~llp! Kp,r slup! Uvcr Iho rural I'
11I0lillS'Ollenllllli of ''1'o8:;IUI; Rl'lIsh 1I0t oflell, ,,~ Iht) tadflll lIalll!'C of D. [)" [Hwlor of a I'r,,~h.l'lorlilll 1'0111,,-
1\1111 "II rOllle to scholl1. Tht> Sea 0111' good l."adll:l','; prel'''I1I'',1 IllllllY ('hllr"h. Of ph)'~"'ialla lI'e lillIe III', It ia mol for IInol' I"ohhill IIl1w-1
(If (;:l1il,.,.~ hllll U" lllOrn '111kid)'. I'n IIl1thre"k hl' even tho rougher 11p'IlI'Y A, 1l1l1'1l', who ":II":d tho An 1Il"il"ti"" "0 111"::!, 1I0\\' call w" I
,'ham:i",: olo'Hls thall had I1rush Jllllli1~. lin's of mall,l' by Ill, Iml1\\'ledge 1'1' :Illr,"li'! i
HIIII, :11' all11(I"1. r1r~' cha"ucl (lne Tho leaehel"" ~ellse of hllillor "'aR 111I'd !<'i 110, nIHI loal. hi" III'" Ity hI" Alld ('('ho all~"'el's-,-h(l\\"! I
da\', lh'!11 l'ltin "nd IIlolting SI10W of I I' 11 tesl"t1. \\'c rneall ",h"n ono ,Iovotlon to Ilia l,all"lIls, •.Idillt:; 'l'lng.".ll"t:;'ling, ll.'s Iho lelollliollG
1Ir;1I1 lh" hill" Oil hol.h Rilies all,1 il of 0111' hOl'6 l'l)arlill& "Snl(llllOIl'R throlll':h 11",le,I1I"1I1. ",,,alh,,1' ,la~' allrl "11'1':, ,
h",'","(\ " 1'lIr::11l~ 1"1'1''-'111. "I'.'''cpillg Choir"," aR prin",,1 111 Os~ourl'" IIlght 10 htdp "01110 ~II[fl'l'er. Lal"\' /I fl'i"IIlJ is si"l, III beo1. I
!:"<,~r Irees d""'11 ~lr"IIIII, Th~ wrll. I'"olll'lh Hl"lIlcl', 1',,:111 Instead of "fal.. sllldllllls of Cf)I'I)lIlry WI) 11I,,"lioll Or whispcr it 10\\'. /I d"nrly 10l'ed
1'" f"l1 oil' Ih,' 1'01'1 lot: 011"1', I\'''~ 1f',1 rowl," f"lI"d (1\\ 1. hilt If fl,,! Il'a. Iln". \\')'111' FIl II 0", of ",i1"'I'I"II, 0111)
SI'."pt ,1'1" II and 11,,1i'(~ri Oil 101' ot ~on of the Serlplul'(,H. 1. e, .-lhll !\'llW ,IeI'R"Y, Theolog;i,'al S"lIIillar)': IH nlll"h",.c,1 al11on:; Ihe II,!",!. ;
\h •. nonrl gn'll' :1I1,llhf'l'e \\':''-' hi~hl)r ~flo'l 5"11<;0 (\1'. I'hoOKillg; wi~rioln- Ilel', ,lalll'" A. nllhh"l!, lIIillisler 01'1 Then k('I' HilI' k.el' slop wllh Illall)'!
l":'l'lIi)l!.~ al ,11;,1 III"" ["I' ()'~ll["r" \"11" 1(''11'",,01 h" the 1'<,;l,lpl'. The Ihc Chri,lillll (,h IIrl'll , (:I'!~nl"y, (:,,1. a Slllp. 1
"ixlh 1'''010\('1', ,lil"h"II'. I'h~'~il'l,1 IlIi.I,lIle of sllhslitlllill~ a 1'011'1 thllt onlllo: Dr. ll:uT." 1J000nllis, of I,'r"c, W"delh Pohlo;" ilI1I1 O,a.". :
""',,'I'IIl'h", ~ludlllll'!rR al'ilh'"l'lic was lI11l (',ltble was l",gllgihle, Also. ]101'1.: 1;:d~III' M, HIIl'l1s. lII"l11hr',' of \\'0 Kit ill Ih,) Illlld \\'h"l1 Ih1) hll;;;,;."1
;",,1 ,<I~:,)hl"', allri Hurtt's !,l'all'llWr WI) rpclIll a "Illall I!lrl'. ,.""din;; o( Ihe fneult," of 111111,(1'1''' lJlliI-'''I'~il.''. hl'""kR dnwlI,
"'I'I(~ high UJl in nil.' 1}"0. hr;lllcll~A lho ~l:rintllre ""]'1==0 IOArl:--r. Pct~l' with n~-III;.tIIV If'ttpl'~ t(l his nanH) Likn Hlhn wOlldcdul oHf'.illHt-::C
"II 'h" "II)' ['I Ihe 1I101llh ul IIa<:, ~Ia." alld pat." Thl) "e" ill cal. heill/: as PI'""ld,,"i, noo~CI',~1l o,"~ in shit.","
';()()lI 1.'1'''''K, ROII'l)whal "r:lsed, Ih" gill relld "ud ••s, hal'illl' .1;01. holh Ida ~Ia"tf'l"~ Dillg.rllll1l:, din;;rlolI;:. loud ;lUU

\\'n lI'ul'e \l'('\' I'"leh ill awl' of tI'l) "Arist, l'el.,,1' :;Iay Ih(;' I'at." Hlit Ih';1 an" 1'Jor:lor','r1rgl'l'e. Anti 1\'0,10 IIl1l "Irool" I
('''llIi;,~ "I' tl,,; ('(lllltl~. :'111"'1'1111('11' crowllillg; d,al" "I' ,'rI'OI'l'I w"" ~ol, fOl'l'CI Ihl) 1:'1'('1" ho!,1. of olhel' 1,~",'h.1 Pe"l"th tI'l) '.llrl .-lull'.-h 1,,;11. I
(I'-'ld, I[i~ f_~l)lJtinb :d PI1C t.ime was nff h~' Ol1e of our YC)l1JU~- lIIen realJ. on; doing: ~norl wor1c in higll :11111 'I'hp rn~t(lr f_'ol('I';, Iilf' ~:llTcd til"'})" l
~1I arhnnt:lgf.' to thl~ Wrilf'L lla,-- ing nn adtlrr.'ss ~'lllogizlt1g .~,.,ldicrs. gr(lt1o '"l.('l1oO!R ill! o\'~r tlli~ C'Ollutrr, Thp f..::01'''Iu'' npws tll I"ll. ;
;II~, ,,1.'Jod ,"\C'uIIII in a lUll;; lOW ('0111, I)) ,,'hid, Ihe followillt; "NSO "p. H,'al'cr,I' ""d qlli"l, thl"ldlll': "1,,,1" Dill hc p"',a"hes lu mallY an elllpt)' I
priHill~ II,,, H"'"I11'''r1 ~IH'llill~ "Ia~~, p"ars: "')nr Roil" arC' eOlls"'Talcd nl'leri7c,1 CO\'("llr,\' lillI'''., \\'r, 1'0), 1",'\\', I
'.he fil'"1. pllll',\ Iwi1l3 l,el" llin l' rca I. 11)' tho hlol"l of hcrues," lie re)). I'all lhe r"~"lIC of " \'NY ""llIahle COllnlr." cousins at home Illusll
"I' pnrl. "I' Iht> H'~:tRllll h)' a YOllnr. !INC" it il, a 1"1111 "ole", "0,,1' RoulR '":,,u or hol'~C". 'I'h"1"l I\'er" 110 "I"l'
"wn "hI' "fto:-r\\'1I1',1 heeall1l3 a 1'01. al'o cOllccnlral\'d hy tho hloo,1 of it'I"llhOllra anlllnhie. lrlrsl. intima, And rcarl Luk,c, lGlh ('hallIeI'. ~6'h
!c;;o "-rlld,,"I,,. ;\(11 llPltll; hurd. hlll'lws,'" lllJt Ihe miRtlll(CR "'''I'e lIol t10n or Ihe ('omlllg of tI,,-, t:;allopllH; vel">;C
l",i1crl ,IiIU! !'t' 1""11.' of 111" ~n""I':,~r [I'C(I'II'II!. \\'01\'011 Ihe vldory OY'Pi' sl"",lR I\'IIS Ihl) HOlllld "I' Ih,.il' hoofR The wholo 111'1'10111; d'I.'-.
:',,1 of till' PI'''''''II\ "ay -,-ht: h')"'1Ill0 all tho ,"'h(lol~ of 1I1111(\1'f'1' T"\vII. on thp ,'1:,,' rr)l1d. (lilli' F""o,"I" Oh, WI' h:II'e paid I:lX "I1,,",;h I
",;,ouH'wilill 1I1~l'\'C111S W1l0t1 liJn '''if-il''}" f:.hl1' til a I'nll!'~f.il rf~al.lIred h~' n rd:tpHf'lI III,illrl~tll(",'" \\"PI'(; do\' n (h~ '1"') 1111'11 t1)l':~rllad~; III !dllill',

~':1l1H'. 1111'~~'11t'1I('dA:ll"nn, :llll: h:lIl T''':H'lI''rs' fll":lilll!f', nll~ ll1l1Hlrr.d hill I'nl1lin~ fr(llli na"ln~t(lfl, 1I1Hl JIll I :111 t1,,~ rainy HI';a~OIl IhnlllJ!h.

10 .l~\l In lilt, f"nt (If llil~ t'l:n:::.l, 1r'i1\'. ""nl'd~ f:~'I,'Plf\t1 rnlfll \\"I'hRl('IJ'fi 11k. t"llf.hill~ nil tll0. :';I'IH)olhnll~f" 11111. \\'~ nlllst :.:la~' nl holtll' :111t1 groan,
;ll~: \,1111' 1111111111"~,('n.alll. in 1IIlfli~" tioll:lrr hv a ('Otllllllljfl4' \\'f'1"I' gh'l'lt Hul In th~lt Rhol't limn a linn of Ihn It"t no"" wl1h III,' illllll"lJ,"lng: IIf

1)\11(';1 1")~!-,1'~:;j(l11 or till' head. lint, o1':llh: 10' thrr'p. Pl1pllH I'rolll (';l •.1t 'an~f'r hll,'-'R waH (nrIlP'" III fhn ,",1"(':-« t11f' IlIi~sillC; IIl1k. illl' llliHI 11f~1\'.f'''"
1111"'I'\r'1'. Ity :qll'llill~~ lll(~ \\"ord n~ !:f'l1o;11. \\"(\ \\"I'lT~ oldl~('d In "rill' of Illn hilI. TllI~ 1I"."s \\('1"(' fll'llg~f'd )"1":1 "" fOI"l alld ;\1111"f1f1l'l..s\"illp .Il1in-

:' I••,:: ,,11"1'\\:11'1'" did hiS; A, litlle Ih"l1l 'I IIil'11I)'. 1:1I\",,,II',1' 1II1:'''pC'II",1 1l1ldC'r Ih" 11."i,,~ I"",fs. "11'11"1, It)' ill,<: all Ih,. nllldR ill lin" "III"pkl"

I
lllit. OIH' ",nl"d" F'lflrr'l1n~ ~l(lynllC'f'rl fhn hC;I\'Y W:lJ:"fl, hili tJlf'~' !1f'ld nil ('11:1111, Wf~ 1l\:l~~ ~Il!"" 41:1:' "l"Itl' ,;111:

,\1;;':: I",r! 111:111" Io'""h('"". hlll 10 c;r:III" 1"IK'('d Illn'" "'"l'd", ;",,1 all IInlit II!,' P:1l1;"'FII'klll)" 'IlIilll:lIH ",Ir: n~ lh~ 1I",,:,:d;~"', .. II, \\'~II ,I;::," I,
lphll ~lt,nrid(\, (lr n:l\.ill~tnll, Illll~t lhp. (Ithen, l1IiR~('(l l11nn~' 11101'0 wc're rJ1l1,'If?'1. hnl~l ~1l1J,1frl, \\,c 11,111 ~..nt II .~) ~ ,\I

t
II

:lln ""-j, ''''I Ii,. .• {"If'elil- lIf f'lldnrinl: liS ,~nrrl~" Tllf' '\':lI1~; (If C:Il\'c"jl'~ (WilOrll- Lv Illln (JIll' IIl1l1d~~, .•'-t~ 111(') l1l1" I
. '-Ill" ~'Tf"llfll" II'lnlh.')" "f 1f'l'11lQ 1"111"1111"" stlHlf'lltS ",lItl~t' Ttnlnf':) 1l01lf:1~ l"f'fil!l1nd 111) lIIore with the h~ kepi :I~ a f.:f11I\"I!lJlr!'iO til,:! (IItllll\l.
~,,;.~ '>PIII(I ~'Pt' lhrotl!dl .111.f"; iar~~ ;tl"() W(ll'tl1y of :::l'(WiHI IIIT'lllion an~ llnis~ of ~dllH" phildr('Il, Th~ huilt1. genrrati01l5 (,~1I111 ~~0 \.••.1.l:If. ;1 (:la,:;I
1)(';11, Qr 1,11",," in ":(qllP. rH'(~l1lt" WHY Hp\', .lm":fli' T11'1U'I'. I), n.. who IllilJ- ing of 1110 "'illialll P(,l1n Illt:hway rn(!rI~ tn 1111'"I nrlh, ~','llth. I',n~t alul

h:~t_' \'tl11" CllIIPPl11rnlifl11 Ql1 th~ hd.{'l-nd in thE" l'I"P .•:.;h~'lnriul1 Chnrr"h 1f'rt ttll' lHHI:-;C' ldr,h ,dlO\"P ~h('l. l"fwti" "r,..~l,of "> Ih,,1. our ](l,ld t\;l~ to
nt'l'f! ';""" ,,~" IIPI. to ,,1.11(1)' Ih" le~. 1lnl.il ,'alll111 from lhe ()hllrl'h Mill. nno Ihe n,h'ent of the Il\lprov"d 1 ,'n"e1 \\'~, 11k",

Notes Coventry School-Hanover Twp.



Reminiscences 01' Coventry School
By Mrs. B. A. Bubbett

We had many teachers, but to ,Tohn
McBride of Bavington must be given
the credit of enduring us for the great-
er number of terms. He could see
through a large book, or knew in SOllle
occult way that one's concentration
on an open page /was not to Etudy
the lesson, but to read a love letter
previously slipped through an opening
in the back of the desk. And he knew
when one's: head was bent low over
a desk that one were not meditatinl?;
on the lesson, but surreptitiously eat-
ing an apple or cake.
We never were permitted to hold

up fingers or toes, wave our arms or
exercise in any spectaclUlar way dur-
ing study hours, thu.s making the re-
creation period-sail the more enjoy-
a,ble. Ther.e was no dancing listed on
the curriculum, but it was sometimes
practiced to the accompaniment of a
swtch, but not often. The tactful na-
ture of our good teachers prevented
many an outbreak by even the rough-
er pupils. The teacher's sense of
hruillor was often tested. We recall one
of the boys reading "Solomon's
Choice," from Osgood's Fourth Reader,
~ad in:stead of "fatted fowl," "fatted
owl," but if the lesson of the Scrip-
tures, i. e., the value of choosing wis-
dom, was lea.rned by the boy, his mis-
take in substituting It fowl that was
not edible was negligible.
Also we recall the small girl's read-
ing of the Scripture v,erse, "Arise
Peter, ,slay and eat," the "e" in "eat"
being somewhat erased, the girl read
"slay the C1rt."
But the crowning chain of errors

was gotten off by a oung man read-
ing an address eulo';, zing ,soldiers, in
rwhich the following verse appears:
"Our soils are (' nsecrated by the_

We write of the Sunbonnet Regime blood of heroes." He rendered it in a:
in Coventry. Complexions in thOSE; loud voice, "Our souls are concen-
day'S 'were preserved, not enamel. Sub- trated by the blood of horses."
stantial clothing and stout shoes were But mistakes were not frequent.
the order of the day. The boys corn- We war. the victory over all the
pri"ed two classes~the beaux Jwho schools of Hanover township in a
tramped the snow drifts, making paths contest featured by a 'feachers' Insti-

I for the girls to walk safely home, and tute. One hundred words selected
the bullies who washed the girl's I from Web~ter's Dictionary were given

I faces with SVow. orally to three pupils of each school.
To ~valk a slanting log, high up to' We were obliged to write them quick-

a narrow log with the greater part of Iy. Coventry missed but one word.
the hand-rail gone, and down an in- I.'lorence advanced grade misspelled
cline on the opposite side \HtS the I three words, and all the others missed
Modus-operandi of crossing Brush many werds.
Run em'oute' to ,school. The Sea of I Former students whose names are
Galilee had no more quickly changing worthy of special mention are Re~'.
moods than had BI'ush Run, an almost I Jesse Bruce D. D., George Duncan,
dry channel normally, then rain and and Joseph Burns, all deceased.
melting snow from the hills on both I The honored ones living at the
sides and it beca:me a raging torrent, present tme are Rev. Jes,se Culley, D.
sweeping large trees down stream. I D., member of the faculty of the West-
The writer fell off the foot log once, I ern Theological Seminary, Pittsburgh,
was S\wept down and lodged on top and Rev. E. A. Culley, pastor of a
of the flood-gate, and there was "high- Presbyterian church. Of physicians we
er learning" at that time, for Osgood's note Dr. Henry A. Burns who saved
sixth reader, Mitchell's physical geo- the lives of many by his knowledge of
graphy, Stoddard's arithmetic and medicine a:nd lost his life by his de-
Algebra and Burt',s grammar lI'ere votion to his patients. Later students
:.Ip in the tree branches all the way of Coventy school we mention Rev.
to the mouth of Raccoon Creek. Wylie Fulton of Princeton Theological
We !Were very much in awe of the Seminary; Rev. James A. Bubbett,

County Superintendent but his com- Minister of the Christian church,
ingat one time was a~ advantage to Gr:eley, Colorado; Dr. Harry Dennis,
the writer. Having stood second in a Freeport; Prof. Edgar M. Burns mem-
long row comprising the advanced bel' of th~ faculty of Rutgers Un:i-
,spelling class-first place being held ver,sity, WIth as many letters to IllS
the greater part of the season by a: name as President Roosevelt uses in
young man who afterwards became a codes. .. .
college graduate and not being hard- Bravery and qUick thlllklllg char-
boiled, like so many of the ,present acterized Coventry pupils. We recall
day, he becaill8J somewhat nervou.s the rescue of ,a very valuable team of
when the visitor came, misspelled hor~es. The:e ~e:e :ro telephones
Aaron, and had to go to the foot of aV~.llable. FIrst rntlmatlOn of the g8:l-
the calss, leaving your humble ,servant lopIng steeds was the sound of theIr
in undisputed possession of the head, hoofs on the clay road. Only seconds
not however by ,spelling- the word as ~1.a,Psed?efore they .were down thel
a boy afterwards did: "Big A, little a, hIll comlllg from Bavlllgto~, and rus~l-
r-o-n." ing u.p the ,school house hill. But III

that short time ,a line of the larger
boys was formed at the crest of thel
hill. They were dragg,ed under the
flying hoofs and struck by the heavy
wagon, but they held on until the
panic-stricken animals wem quieted.
The walls of Coventry school house

resound no more with children's
voices. The building of the Wm. Penn
Highway left the ,school house high
a,bove the road, and the advent of
the improved road made it possible
to abandon Coventry NO.1 and trans-
port the pupils via bus to a central-
ized s,chool at Florence.
Those good old day,s had "a fly in

t.he ointment," or rather a ,wheel in
the mire. Bad roads were the banl'! of
our existance. The writer was con-
strained at one time to write "Mud
Musings."
A poet woruld sing of the joyS of

Sipring,'
Of the birds, or the lea.ping sea
But a road, a road, a firm smooth road
Would be more enticing to me.
Ker slip! ker slop! over the rural

route,
-It is "root" for poor Dobbin now-
An invitation comes, how can we at-

tend?
And echo answers ho'w?
Ting-a-ling-ling, it's the telephone ring
A friend is sick in bed,
Or-whis,per it low-a dearly one
Is numbered among the dead'.
Then ker-slip, ker-slop, with many a

stop
Wadeth old Dobbin and Gray.
We sit in the mud when the buggy

breaks down;
Like "the wonderful one horse shay"
Ding-dong, ding-dong, loud and strong
The pastor enters the sacred desk

(Please turn to page 8)

REMINISCENCE OF COVENTRY
SCHOOL

(Continued from page 1)

The Gospel news to tell,
Pealelh the old church bell,
He preaches to many an empty pew
The country cousins at hamel must
stay,

And read Luke sixteen, twenty six,
The whole live long day.
Oh! we havel paid taxes enough
To w'rn the road to s~one,
But all the rainy season through
We must sit at home and groan.
But now with the building of the

"Missing Link," the road between
Frankfort 'lnd Murdocksvlle, joining
all the roads in one complete chain,
we may someday write a ode on the
macadam. It will be a hard subject.
We had gotten it 'So firmly into our
minds, as they built roads to the
North, South, East, and West of us,
that our road was to be kept as a
souvenir, so coming generat.ions could
see ,what a clay road was like.

Reminiscences of Coventry School
By Mrs. B.A. Bubbett

Burgettstown Enterprise-April 10, 1935 Edition



GRADUATES Of THE former Cross Creek High .School and Academy at the reunion were, first row, from left, Helen Vargo, Juliann Kalasky, 
Margaret Hines, Florence Lee, A.D. White, Mary Ross, Edna Griffith, Viola McCreary and Alice Zellars; second row, Lena Postlethwait, Ida 
Headley, John Tomcheck, Mildred Tomcheck, Helen Oliverio, Edith Jones, Dorothy Gunnell, Jane Anderson, Joe Carter and Steve Orenchuk. 

Graduates of the former Cross 
Creek High School and Academy 

, held a reunion al the Cross Creek 
Presbyterian Church Aug. 15, 1992, 

· with 33 persons present. 
Belly Gordon, Tom Kalasky and 

John Tomcheck were in charge of 
arrangements. Mrs. Gordon and 
Tom Kalasky served as registrars. 

A dinner was served by women 
of the church, after which there 
was a brief meeting and door prizes 
were awarded. · 

Pictures were taken, and those 
attending enjoyed an afternoon of 
reminiscing and conversation. 

Plans were made to hold anoth
er reunion next year. 

Graduates of Cross Creek Schools Hold Reunion 
The Enterprise-September 23, 1992 Edition 



Cross Creek Academy: 
High· School Alumni 
Association Reunion 

1':1<! Alumni Associa.tion of the 
fDrmer Cross Creek Academy' 
High School held the!r five-y0ar 
reunion at Ll'le Cross Creek Pres
by'.erian church Saturday af'ter
nDon, AuguSJt 3. 

Organized in 1952, the Assoc•ia
tion held a reunion that year and 
in 1954 dedicated a bronze marker 
at the site <J.f the former Academy
High School building on grounds 
of the church at Cross Creek. The 
Cross Creek Academy. was first 
establ.ished by Dr. John Stockton, 
pastor of the Cross .Greek ·church, 
in 182·8. This ins~itution continued 
with some interruptions until 1896 
when it was superseded by t ·h e 
Cross Creek Township H i g h 
School one of the eArliest rural 

';..High 's~hools in the state of Perin
sy:vania. The high schDol served 

! the Cross Creek community until 
it was closed in 1929. The Alumni 

. Associati~n is composed of gradu
ates ,f<J.rmer teachers and students 
·of the two institutions. 

Officers who planned Saturda;y's 
·reunion consi~ted of president, P-' 
Curlis Forney; vice president, J. 
Leroy Lee; recording secretacy, 
Elizabeth M. Ronyak; correspond-
in·g secretary, Viola D. McCreary; . . . 
treasurer, Lena P. McConnell; and Durmg the busmess sessiOn, the 
advisor, Alvin D. White. follo~ing o~ficer~ v:'ere named. t~ 

The day's festivities began with erv:~ for the ~~t !lve y-eal'_P!3TJsd. 
registration aft 2 p.m. Visiting and presJd~nt, Wi?iam Deb~lak, Av
renewing of acquaintances and ella; v1Ce-pres1dent, .Ellis Zellars, 
'friendships occupied tne time until Cros_s Creek; recordmg secretary, 
4 . · , h th mblag g ·th- Nelhe V. Kharas, Cross Creek; 

1 ·p .m., w en e asse e a d. t Ali B 
erect in the church sanctuary f or correspon mg secre ary, ce · : 

h . h h d " Zellars, Cross Creek; treasurer, 
a ·prograrrn W w a . .,een J?re- Lena P. McConnell, Avella; and 
pare~ . by the comrmttee. V'_lce- advisor, A. D. White, Hickory. 
pr~1dent J. Leroy Lee. presided At 6 p.m., i!he group adjourned 
durmg th? :program, wh~ch w a 5 to the church dining room where a 
opened \'\o"lth an o.rgan-p1ano pre- delicious ham dinner prepared by 
lude by_ Mrs. L01s Conboy a n d the Ladies Mi5SionaF.f Society of 
Mrs. W1lda Vance, of the s~a:f·f of the chur~h was served. Rev. Ed
the Cross Creek church cho~r. -Rev. ward W. Welch of .New Concord, 
~homas Conboy gave the mvoca- 0., said Grace. Following the din
bon. The address of welcome ~as ner hour, the group continued ·ihe 
presented by Mrs. Mary WhIte fellowship hour until a late h.our 
Welch of Ne!W Concord, Ohio, and when goodbyes were said and the 
MTs. Mary Lyle Mari of Yaung- crowd dispersed with the farewell 
wood, and remarks and reminis- remark, "See you in five yea.rs." It 
cences by Dr. A. 0. Hindman and is planped to ·hold the next reunion 
Dr. H. J. Pelly and former students at Cross Creek in August, 1962. 
of the academy and high schooL Members of the Association 
Greetings were read from a num- were present from Washington, 
ber -of persons who could not be Pa., Washington, D. C.: Detroit 
present at the reu!lion. A. D. White 1 Mich.; New Concord, Aliiance and 
read, t h e necrology report in l Hanov~rton, Ohio; Greez:v;burg and 
which trtbute was paid to deceased r Yo.ung~ood., Pa .. and from many 
members. · pomts m the Tn-St,ate area. 

Cross Creek Academy High School Alumni Association Reunion 
Burgettstown Enterprise-August 8, 1957 Edition 



S eek to Save Academy. 
Ar>tion. ·hic:1 i t is bo >ed r ill l ead · 

to t . 11i·(::: n·ation of the old Cross 
Ci ek ~\l':ltt my b'l.ltlirrg vas takf•U 
at ·,t , 1 i tg .of a umni aad former 

• ~; f.,[ he acaJ, IllY aT)d t·L h 
1 ld 'Jj he• Cmnlll\1'1'tY bt:>ild

; 1~ : t Cro.so:; C--cek la ·t \'i·edn suay 
1 'to.· t . A c~1mmi tt0e \\a- na:ned to 
cond:wt a calllll'<ti~n fer fun's to re
store th<> struc•ture a.1d als') presCl ·.·£' 

jt for fu lFE> gpneratit'PI'l. ; 1'-mbers · f 
tl·e commiHee are : \YaL"'r C. I-', 
C "S~ C1·celi:; r.In· . Clm"l Tif'a, He:!.; 
::\L-;; D~ ~ "i e Done htJc , C10~.s Cn c k ; 
r. bert C . C~t.:;c:idy , Dm·£< tt- -, u; 
n.ev. Jo~..;enh Dunbar C J •• ,,;n (7 . ; 

Dr. A. 0 . H iPd 1 1.11 . J . Lerc y L e, Dar·
gdbcOI\11 UDll A. D. \\'~ite, Riclwry. 

Seeking to Save Cross Creek Academy 
Burgettstown Enterprise-May 8,1935 Edition 



Cross Creek High School 
1922-1923 

First Row, L-R: Bill Strope, Harry Meneely, Ellis Zellars, Harold Balmer, Bob Lee, and Kenneth 
Laughner. Second Row, L-R: Ruth Meneely, Ethel McKeag, Nellie Strope, Gertrude Russell, 
Martha Kuhns, Margaret McNelly, and Ruth Dalmeyer (Dunbar). Third Row, L-R: Gertrude 
McKeag, Elsie Henderson, Bernice Allen, Anna Maskerina, Grace Kuhns, Betty Tucker, Edith Clark 
(Jones), Ruth Pettibon (LaPosta), and Alice Black (Zellars). Fourth Row: A.D. White, Teacher. 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



Cross Creek High School Picnic-About 1923 

Seated, L-R: Anna Kachurik Leonard, Ethel McKeag, Gertrude McKeag, Margaret McNelly Kiefer, Ruth Pettibon 
LaPosta, Betty Tucker Miller, Nellie Vance Kharas- Teacher, Gladys Black Miller, Dorothy Dallmeyer McCreery, 
Edith Clark Jones, and Alice Black Zellars. Standing, L-R: Harry Meneely, Harold Balmer, Roy Meneely, Ellis 
Zellars, Kenneth Laughner, and Reverend D. L. Say-Teacher. 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



35 GRADUATE AT 
CROSS CREEK SCHOOL 

Cross Cr:eek Township grade 
school held formal .graduation ex
ercises Thursday, May :u, for 35 
eighth l'!'raders. The progr-am be
gan with a processional and a 
song of welOOillle by the class. 
James Adamson .gave the< saluta
tory address and Barbara· Weinch 
and Donna Sebas·tian introduced 
class members, followed by t h e 
.class song, and the class creed by 
Eileen Lee, dass prophecy, Larry 
Deco, ;parting charge to ;f;he sev
enth grade by Carol Riggs, tribute 
to the eighth grade by P e ·g .g y 
To~send, presentation of the key 
by Gary Rankin, acceptance of the 
key, Kenneth Bruner, and t h e 
valedictory address by J o h n 
Czarnecki. The presentation o f 
the Legion Cl!wards was ·nex:t, fol 
lowed by the presentation of cer
tificates of promotion 1by A. D. 
White, supervising principal. The 
farewell song by the graduating 
dass and recessional concluded 
the program. Members of the 
graduating class were: ·J.ames Ad
amson, Gloria .Bar:tanus, Virginia 
Lee Bell, Gerald Boyce, Kenneth 
Brandenburg, Harold Carter, Rob
ert Cooke, John Cruny, Thomas 
Cruny, John Czarnecki, Larry 
Peco, Anthony Dunoh, Eileen Lee, 
Frank McDaid, Betty Jane -Midler. 
Fred Milantoni, David Patterson, 
Thomas Prevost, Wendell Pryor, 
Gary Rankin, Carol Riggs, Donna 
Sebastian, Ronald Strope, Robert 
Townsend, Shirley WaTd, Barbara 
Weinch, Carole Z.ebrasky, Thomas 
Zellars, Judy Zimmerman 'Cin d 
Larry Zimmerman. Mrs. iDorothy 
Wilson is the eighth g r a de 
teacher. 

Cross Creek Graduates 
Burgettstown Enterprise-June 7, 1956 Edition 



Cross Creek Twp. ·· 
S chools Ready··· F'or 

Opening, Sepf. 4th. 
The school s of Cross Creek 

Township will open Tuesd~y ·, Sept. 
-i. . 

Elementary pupils from the old 
Bush y Rocik, Muddy Lane anrl 
Beech Knob Distri'c t.s will l)e trans
ported to the Cross Creek Village 
School in the D. M. Phillips bus. 
Those from the Nosco H all and ' 
Willow Valley Districts will · be 
transpor ted to the Avella-Pa tter

' son Millls-Cedar Grove Schools ·in 
' the J ohn P . McNelly bus. P at rons 
will be notifited by mail of the · 
sch edules of these buses . 

There will be a c~ ange in the 
arr angements of grades in the 
Avella-P atter son Mills-Cedar Grove 
Schools . Grades 1, 2 and 3 w ill . 
be at Cedar _Gro-ve with Mrs . 
'G1adys McCormick, Mrs. H azel 
Cooke and Mrs . Viola Johnson as 

~ the t eachers . Gra des , 4 and 5 will 
be at Avena with Mrs . Mary Ross . 
a nd Mrs . Lena McConnell as teach- . 

' er s. Grades 6, 7 and ·8 will be a t 
P atterson Mills with Miss Julia 
Krezanosky , ·Mrs. Helen Brown
l ee and Mrs . Dorotha Wilson as 
t·eachers . The McNelly bus will 

' transport the pupils in the Avell a
P atterson Mills-Cedar Grove a reas 
and the High S_,hool pupils from 

.Cedar Grove a nd P atterson Mills ' 
t o Avella . 
, The t eachers i.n the Cross Creek 
Vill age School w\11 be Mrs. H a zel 

1McNelly , Miss Alberta McBride and 
Mr. H arry Wilson . 

High Sc.hool pupils in t h e Muddy · 
L a ne, Beech Knob and Cross Creek · 
a r eas will be transported t o Mt . 
P leasa.nt Township H i.gh Sc:h ool at 
Hickor y . This s~hool opens on 
Monday , August 27. · In t h e Nosco 
and Willow Valley a reas High 
Sch ool p upils will be t ranSIPorted 
to Avella wh ere the Independen ce 
Township H igh School will open 
Tuesday, Sept. 4. 

Y. 

Cross Creek Twp. Schools 
Burgettstown Enterprise- August 23, 1945 Edition 
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CROSS CR EEK .• ~CH E R S .. I ' 
' AvSIGNED BY P R I NC . ' v . 

Announcement is made by 0. C. 
Mundell , super vising principal of the 
Cross Creek township schools, of the 
teaching staff for the 'coming school 
year. The schools will open Monday, ' 
August 31, and the pupils will be 
given a holiday on Labor Day. The 
assignments follow: ' 

Avella - Grade 8, Genevieve Col
wes; Grade 7, Jane W1lson; Grade 6, 
Elizabeth Murzyn; Grade 5, Jane 
Brown; Grades 3 and 4, Mary Balogh; 
Grade 2, ·Lena McConnell; Grade 1, .. 
Freeda Thompson. · 

Patterson Mills-Grades 5, 6, 7, 8, 
H arold Meighen; Grades 1, 2, 3, 4, 
Irene Myers. 

Cedar Grove-Grades 7 and 8, Har- · 
ry Wilson; Grades 5 and 6, Julia 
Krezanosky; Grades 3 and 4, Viola 
Johnson; Grades 1 and 2 Lavina Al
len. 

Cross Creek-Grades 5, 6, 7, 8, 
_Al ice Chapman; Grades 1, 2, 3, 4, 
H azel McNelly. 

Beech Knob - Grades 1, 2, 3, 4, 
H azel Carter. 

Muddy Lane - Grades 5, 6, 7, 8, 
' H elen Brownlee. ' 

l Noscoe H all ~ All grades, E c{rr""': 
Sheller. 

Cross Creek Teachers Assigned by Principal 
Burgettstown Enterprise-August 6, 1936 Edition 



Most likely, Dillo School-Unknown Year 
Last row, second from the left, Verdie McCombs Neely 

Courtesy of Fort Historical Society 



' 

Early Schools of Jefferson Township 
Key facts about our schools 

The schools of Jefferson Township were unique in that all of them were named for families 
residing in the vicinity of the school, and some of them, at least were located on land belonging to the 
families for which they were named. These schools were: 

No.1 Miller, stood on the old George Miller farm in the southern part ofthe township. 

No.2 Melvin, was on the old Melvin farm in the valley of Scott's Run southwest of Eldersville. 

No. 3 Eldersville, was originally a one-room building but later graded school and now the site of 
Eldersville Grade School of the Burgettstown Area Schools. 

No.4 Cole, was located on a old farm of the Cole Family. 

No. 5 Gardner, was on the Eldersville road one and one-half miles west of Eldersville. 

No.6 Lee, stood on the former Robert Lee farm between Eldersville and present Langeloth. 

No.7 Hanlin, was at Hanlin Station on the Panhandle Railroad both school and station named for 
the Hanlin family. The last of these schools to be closed on account of consolidation within the 
township was Cole School closed at the end of the 1929-1930 school term. Mrs. Ruth LaPosta, 
later a teacher at Eldersville school, taught in Cole School for that last term. 

Fort Vance Historical Society 
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Spring Fling Held At Eldersville 
The 12th annual Eldersville El

ementary School Spring Fling was 
held on May 5 under the direction of 
Mrs. Kreszock, iifth grade teacher. 
The fifth grade students provided the 
decorations for the occasion. Dale 
Brown, Scott Rash and Shawn Strope 
served as the stage crew. Following 
the program, refreshments were 
served by the Eldersville PTA. 

The program opened with "Moun
tain Song" sung by Sarah and 
Vanessa Worley, followed by Lori 
Brown playing a piano medley. Jamie 
Harvey performed a dance to "How 
Will l Know;" Richard Ginosky sang 
"Somewhere Out There;" Stan Elich 
piayed "Snake Dance" and "Bells 
Are Ringing" on the piano; and Justin 
Kofford recited the poem "Nothing To 
Do." 

"Scattering Raindrops" and "Fan
dango" were piano selections of Lisa 
Conklin; Vanessa Worley appeared 
again to dance to "Man in the Mir
ror;'' Melissa Cecchini played "Home 
on the Range" on the organ; Nicole 
Brown recited three poems; and 
Jamie Harvey played "Morning 
Mood" on the piano. 

Troy Eli.ch and Chris Sprando 
played a medley of songs on the 
drums; Melissa Gavazzi played "Ck
cus Song" on the piano, followed by 
a karate demonstration by Natalie 
Riggle. '·Memories .. was Kate 
Mavrich·s choice for a iJiano piece. 
a.~j Ga"ie Hcberek. Rhonda Kinney. 
~i:se Hays and Brandon Healey 

teamed for a song and dance to 
"Have Mercy." 

A piano piece, "Laddie Boy,'~ was 
performed by Jodi King; Sarah 
Worley danced to "Bad;" and 
Anthony Caffarrl., sang "It's a Small 
World." Denis tys played "Spider 
Dance" and "ught!y Row" on the 
piano, and Heather Bobyak and 
Wendy Choman danced to "La 
Samba." 

The last three numbers were per
formed by Tina Gavazzl, piano, 
"Battle Hymn of the Republic," Sonia 
Ryan and Ruth Ann Baker singing 
''I'm A Believer" and Allison McGaw, 
piano, "Hoe Down Square Dance." 

Spring Fling Held in Eldersville 
Burgettstown Enterprise-June 8, 1988 Edition 



Eldersville Grade School-Unknown Year



Eldersville Grads Meet Again! 
About 75 foriner students and teach- ) Many former students present fail-' 

ers of the old Eldersville Normal
1 
ed to register. Those .registering fol

School established 60 years ago, at- ,·low: Edna E. McCraken, -Burgettstown 
tended a reunion Saturday at MeDon- R . D. 2; Mrs . W. S. Lowry, Mrs. , 
aid where old friendships were renew- ! Bess Ringler Huffman, Wellsburg, R. 
ed. Officers were elected and it was D. ; Mrs. Martha Sanders Fowler, ' 

, decided to hold another reunion June Wellsburg; Martha McC0rkle McClurg, I 
20, 1941. Officers elected were: Pre- ' Imperial; Ada Dowden McGregor, 
sident, Mrs. Kathryn Geary Wood, of 1 Washington; Mrs. Winifred McCleary 
McDonald; secretary, Sara Pettibon, · Baker, Washington, R. D. 4; Nettie 
of Midway and treasurer, Mrs. Anna Snodgrass · Ba]):er, Clinton, R.D. 1;. i 
Pyle Malone, of Sewickley. I Myrtle Moore, McDonald; Mrs. Kath- . 
I Eldersvil!e Normal School f~ourish- , ryn Geary Woods, McDonald; Laura : 
, ed from the year 1881 to 1914 when . L . Pettibon, Sara Pettibon, Midway; 
: it was iiscontinued. The last teach- j Mrs. Jessie Brown Vance, Indepen-
er was Eliza Scott, no_w o~ Steuben- , dence; Mrs. ~nna Sutherland Irw~n 
ville, a well known hiStonan. Mr. and R . L. Irwm, Avella; Mrs. Nettie 
Scott was present at the meeting Sat- • Cooper Brown, McDonald; Mrs. Dora 
urday and gave a short talk in which I Smith Bowers, Wilkinsburg; Mrs. Ad
he stated that such events as reunions . da Stevenson McEwen, McDonald R . 
of this kind always brought forth I D. ; Mrs. Effie Noah Welch, Slovan; 
many pleasant surprises such as · he Anna Pyle Malone, Sewickley; Mary 
had on Saturday in meeting many of I McCarrell, Florence; Blanche ·Fuller
his former students and friends . "El- ton, Brooklyn, N . Y., -Mrs. Rena Me-

l dersville Normal School still lives," he Cracken Saxton, New Wilmington; J 

I said, "its influence being felt all over .,Mrs . Fl9ra Milligan, Sewickley; J. 
the country as the students and teach- E . Campbell. Allwilda Campbell, Sam-

' ers who attended there scattered to uel S. Campbell, Avella; Mr. and 
many distant points, even foreign Mrs. N. R. Criss, Pittsburgh; Rev. J 

lands." and Mrs. J. C. Carpenter, Crafton; 
Mrs . ...A.dda Stevenson, president of Miss Mary M. Criss, Mrs . Hallie Criss I 

th..e_,t eiinion committee, was in charge Taylor, Eldersville; G. C. Melvin, . 
-of the program and sbe was ably as- Burgettstown; W. S. Pyle, Derry; I 
sisted by Mrs. Reva McCracken Sax- Mrs . J. L. Anderson, Crafton; Mrs . 1 
ton, Mrs . D. c. Brown and others. Alice Wells Hawk, Carnegie; Mina · 

Following the lunch, Mrs. Mayme Miller, MrJ=;. Georgianna McNary Me-
Ferguson Weir sang several solos. Millan, Bridgeville; E . F. Westlake, 

I 
Group singing from sons of Stephen W. P. Wilson, Washington. Among 
Foster was directed by Mrs; Kathryn the guests registered who were inter-

!
. Woods. ested in the normal school were W. 

Among the former teachers present N. Campbell, Haida CampbelL, Coral Saturday were Attorney N. R . Criss, opolis; Sara Reed, West View; F . E. 
rof Pittsburgh, now a member of the McClurg, Imperial; Miss Lizzie Murch-

! 
Pittsburgh School Board and also soli- land Mrs. Ardythe Trimmer, MeDon
tor for the Pittsburgh district; Rev. aid; Sara Bell Hanlin, Weirton; Hel
J. C. Carpenter, now of Crafton, and en Jane Ralston, Burgettstown; Wil
Eliza Sc,ott of Steubenville. A letter liam Erb Mrs . James Weir, Mrs. 
was- rea:d from ;Eldna Fulton Wyeth, Holley, Mrs .: J . (}. Scott, Mrs. Blan
Clearwater, Fla. , a former student. che Malone, no address. 

Eldersville Grads Meet Again 
Burgettstown Enterprise-June 26, 1941 Edition 



fldersville Normal School 
30th Annual Session· 
·May 10 to June '2•; 

Assistant Teachers-Georg-e L. 
Harris, principal l'lidway scnools; 
Louis Dussere, of Florence schools. 
: For particulars address ELZA , 
SCOTT, Hanlin Station, Pa: · 

Eldersville Normal School-30th Annual Session 
The Burgettstown Call-February 18, 1915 Edition 



School Union 
To Be Explained 
To Eldersville PTA 

School directors ·Of Jefferson 
tQ.wn~ip ·v.ril'l ai:tt nd the n e x t ! 
meetmg of Eldersville PTA in the 
school building Thursday, Feb. 3, 
at 7:3? p.m. to explain and answer 
questiOns on . the union d'istrict 
proposal. of · Jefferson, Hanover 
and Smith townships and Bur
gettstown Borough . 

. A Founder's Day program will 
be presented in the form of a par
ents' ta•bleau witJh a candlelighting 
ceremony by .group participation. 
~ach m_ember is urged to attend 

th!s me_etmg. The lhospitality .. com
m~t~ee 1s composed of: Mrs. Mike 
Mrnch, Mrs. Robert Link M r s 
Hughey Link, Mrs. Orla~ Mille; j' 
and Mrs. Steve Qrenchuk. 

~-__J 

School Union to be Explained to Eldersville PTA 
Burgettstown Enterprise-February 3, 1955 



· The ElrleJ'fw i.ll e Schcoo!s e.losed 
.Tune 4 with the followin g students 
r eceivine- d1i·p'I<>:T'as: Jsabe'l Fet·na n
(lez. Ev1el:vm Su.llenherger, R!ae Mc
F'~rland, Peggy Davis, .T e·~ n All en, 
Wilm~. Brown , Fran'!e:S Sul-t.i e .. Ma ry 
Lou P.:llen., Ro~e Sultie, R nth Thomp- ' 
~on . Mild•·"d, l .. uketi f' h , Mm·i fl.n Lon g, 

.Berth·a Zd.l)e r, ·Henrv Holloway, 
Cha.yles Lon e·, Da n Ore.nf'huck, Roh-

1 

ert Noah, Jo~enh Rot1ell.ini, · E d·warcl 
R Pvav, E11rnest. T .a Post a. 

l 'T'l1 e F irrhtll GPoe s tnrl,P nt~ pre
,:;cnt ed the.i•· tP·~ ch e t· . M1·s · Bertha 
Barnes, with ~everal .gifts. 

" 

Eldersville School Graduates 
Burgettstown Enterprise-June 10, 1943 Edition 



Th{} HCI!OliU'!ol or OIH' ~f.'ho.,l. 

[Tiy rrqne;:;t we publiE1h an esst!.y 
read at tlte closill!; <-:xer<.'ise~ of the 
E!dt:r::~ville publk l'-<:.hool , :Mnrch 1-Hh, 
J S~J. l,y Mi;.:;.; .~\nua Stevci!.!-<On, 
daughter C. .l\1. ::.~ r~venson. .MiHH 
Kate Hn.nli11 wt~<; tlt•l teH.cher during 
the. term jl!:.; t <do:-~·d. j 
Ir1.•re we haY!' theHl, on• · r.ncl nil, 
Both big anrl l tt.t.Je g1·eat. 1:wJ small. 
Til ·~ 1n.rg-e~t. ":H· we en.nnot mi!i:-J
His JW!lte is ;\lr. Elm ·:: r Criss 
Tl1ea th •3t'n are John, Bob nnd 11:trr;r , 
T!1cy think t.lley arc old enough l.tl ma.rry. 
1lere Charlie emnr:s w•th hi,.; :'<>IJr-r .f:h:e; 
\Ve seldom !-lCP. llim out or pl:•.n~ . 
There'll l•'t·ed. a mim tlmt:;;: s tmtll in ;.:f1.>Jurc, 
EnL Ito mulic.~ it np \';itlt gond n:tlu;·(·. 
Nnw. Geor·gl' nn(1 Hent·y at·t~ alrn~.~~t !Hell 
.And Han:uny Vi t·tue·s ~tm.re.ely t en. 
Hen} i:o; nnvf.her IJoy; t.hnngh p l u.inly f'et•n 
He comnwuly goes by thfl u:.u rw of Gene. 
There's O<:car, younge:;t nf them all, ' 
.-tnd C:lsinL'r, <Je:n·ge is very tall. · 
Charlie and Allen u.re a lwa.y!-: :'lhnu l, 
:\ nd Ec. Tom :uHl f:<'n :tre hearLy :tJ111 stont. 
\\'ily t.hae's Dor·J;: Hole!-> \Vlli ch we likened 

trJ 111if< ·~ 
As well a~. Roil nn,l :o\ieky Uri,.:~ . 
?o;o·,,·, tbes e are t.lle bo:n .. l'vc. n tun b c reJ. .. ·c,t·, 
Ynn cotmt ft.ll' y<mi'st>lt'; there iRjust. a !'er>rf' . 
.NtHV, WI' !t:t.\'C COillP to t.hu git']S 
\Vilh tltl'ir 1 >~111~-!;S, fri:t.:r.•~:; null !'jlil-enrlil. 
Tltr lirst.otw now is Stevenson KatP: 
f.;lte't; ta l I, ,.;oo~l-twturc•l antl ~Pd:nc. 
Tilt· tim;., we fpnr i,.; lli':t\l'illg- nea:· 
\\'IW!l she fl'Ol!t :mr Fwhool will disappear. 
lle l'e'x .Net. nnd Susir, ~reat. fot· run; 
Oil, what. will they do when seltool Is done. 
M cCarrcll i\f nUll :u~d :-itcY•~nw n l\Ioll-
Uur sd.wol could not get :dong v;ithont thent 

Ht, all. 
There's Cl<>nt Love nn1l 'l;ula Bel\ 
\Ve loww them both, ye:-1, very well. 
l~•. )\Y Hanielt., she is t.:tl l a.nd tHl'lt. 
And Ent>n <t Co~!~rov •: ',.; ltarrl to heat. 
Tto. t-·rc's ~Iiunie ~;m itlt :tllll ~Inrtin Bell, 

·
1 

ll!:nLlnJ>odc an,~ :\l.ur<·l!l:tnd El; 
:!\ow, Lt.ta J.ovo Js Jull•>ftun-

1 Ao.; bright aud ~arly as l11 e sun . 

I Her:• em1H·s Fnnlli(• :--:mith, with n hurrah 
and hiliTa, 

' .·\.!Hl Lillie is as mild :u;a.snmt!wrdu.y. 

I 
Jna. nl!d Hes;.l<' are both very !•lllttll, 
WlliiC\ .Ten, l\g; nn d Et. an~ q;t·nwi.ng _!·~1l. 
Here's Htcvt' ll"•m Ll'lll anti H>tllw 1J nss, too. 
( Jft lte Cri s,.•;.: and Steven sons \Vt: hnse more 

than :1 fl'•:•. 
~ow, w elrnVl' donP :.utd will ,.:n~ · tin lllOl'P. 
The girl~jttst ntunbor l.wenty-tour. 

Essay by Miss Anna Stevenson 
Daughter of C.M. Stevenson 

Essay from Closing Exercise of Eldersville Public School-March 14, 1883 



Eldersville School 
Grade 3-4 October 18, 1938 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



16 To Be Promoted 
·from Eldersville 
Elementary School 

Monday morning, June 6, at 9:30 
o'clock, commencement exercises 
for 16 stuldents will be held in the 
Eldersville elementary schdol. 

'I1he program is as :follows: pro
cessional; pledge to the flag; "Star 
Spangled Banner"; scripture read
ing by Erma ·Strkko; ",Robe of 
Calvary" ·by the quartet: Lorraine 
Jackson, Rose Gallo, Calla A n n 
Kennedy and C al.1ol LaPosta; wel
come, Russell Link. 

Class History, Lorraine Jackson 
and Rose Gallo; Class Prophecy, 
Martin McClain and Robert Davis; 
Class Will, Carol ·LaPosta and 
Patricia Orenchuk; song by the 
class, 'illless This· House"~ Bresen
tation of c·ertifkates of promotion, 
A. D. White, supervising !Principal; 
presentation ' of American Legion 
and Auxiliary awards; song, "The 
End of A Perfect Day", by the 
class; closing prayer, Rev. J ·ohn 
Scott; recessional. 

16 to be Promoted from Eldersville Elementary School 
Burgettstown Enterprise-June 2, 1955 Edition 



Eldersville Elementary Geography Bee-1994 
Jonathan Brown and Amanda Mays 

Eldersville Art Show Students-1994 
Front Row: Elijah Wiegman and Matthew Tender 

Second Row: Dara Drake and Leona Dubich 



Lightning Damages Schoo l House. 
Struck by lightning during a recent 

thunder storm, the older three-room 
school building at Eldersville was 
damaged to the extent of about ' 
$1,000. The bolt struck the north
west chimney, tearing out the brick 
and plaster down to the basement. 
Six large windows on the northern 
side of the structure were entil·e!y 
demolished, and bricks and other 
debris carried a considerable dis
tance. The Jefferson township schools , 
opened on Monday and the directors 
are making special efforts to have the 1 
building put in order as promptly as jl 
:t;Jossible. 

Lightning Damages Eldersville School House 
Burgettstown Enterprise-September 3, 1931 Edition 



Florence Girls Academy 
Located next to the Florence Presbyterian Church Cemetery 

Florence, PA 



Florence Girls Academy 
Located next to the Florence Presbyterian Church Cemetery 

Florence, P A 



FLORENCE ACADEMY nex t cla ims att·ention. It 
was located in the vill age of F lorence, formerly 
known as Briceland's Cross-Roads, in the northern 
par t of vVasb.ington County. It was preceded, Rnd 
perhaps suggested, by an excell ent select school for 
young ladi es, founded by the venerable Rev. E lisha 
McCurdy, pastor of th e Presbyterian Church tuere, 
in 1832, and conducted for four or five years with 
fin e success by Mrs. Rachel Lamcliu, a lady of superior 
scholarship and tac t as well as of devoted piety. 
The average number of pupi ls in that school was . 
about thirty or forty, and i t~ eflect was very marked 
in the mental, moral, and religious cultl,lre of tho 
young ladies of the neighborhood. 

The spirit of liberal education, thus fostered, led to 
the establishment, in 1833, of the academy. Its first· 
principal was Mr. Robert Fulton, a former student 
and t eacher in Washington College, and a relative by 
marriage of Mr. McCurdy. After a brief experiment 
he erected an academy building in the vi ll age, on a 
site conveyed by the trustees of the Presbyterian 
Church. But the titl e proving defective he surren
dered the property, upon remuneration, to the same 
trustees, and took possession of the building on Mr. 
McCurdy's farm , which until then had been occupied 
by Mrs. Lamdin 's seminary. Mr. l' ult() n was the sole 
proprietor and head of the academ y until 1839, three 
or four years subsequent to Mr. McCurdy's resigna
tion of his ch.arge because of ~dvanced ag·e, and his 
consequent remoYal to Allegheny City. Having 
meanwhil e receiYed ll licensure to preach, be disposed 
of his interests at the end of six yem:s to take charge 
of an academy and ('.burch at Ash land, Ohio, where 
he subsequently died. During most of these years he 
was very eff:i cieutl y aBsisted in the instructiou by Mr. 
J ames Sloan, a gradu ate of J efferson Coll ege, of the 
class of 1830, who was aftet:wards both a teacher and 
pastor at Frankfort, and later still for many yea.r5 
t he worthy and successful pastor of the Presbyteri a11 

1 An accurate Ji st o r Lho sous of th is ucadcmy nnd t.hnt of West Alex
ander is not in the power of tl1 o writ er, and th c1·cfore uouo is attempt ed . 
Very Ull\ny of th em ni'O well lu10wu. 

Church of Pigeon Creek, in th e Presbytery of 'Vash
ington. Dr. Sloan departed this life in 1871, in Mo
nongahela City. For the last two years of his term 
:M:r. Fulton had for his assistant his nephew and 
former pupil, Mr. Samuel Fulton, an alumnu~:~ of 
W.asbington College, of the class of 1836, who still 
survives, though lately compelled by broke.n health , 
to resign his charge as pastor of the Great Valley 
Presbyterian .Church, in Chester County, Pa. 

Mr. Fulton's successor as principal was the Rev. 
William Burton, also pastor of the Presbyterian 
Church of Florence . . Messrs: John Rierson, John 
Russell, John Kerr, and James G. Ralston suc
cessively acted as assistant teachers. Mr. Kerr, after 
much service i.n the gospel ministry, is still a respected 
member of the Presbytery of Blairsdlle, and Mr. Ral
ston rose to distinction 8.l! the founder and head of a 
prosperous female seminary at Norristown, Pa., hav
ing before his death worn the titles of D.D. and LL.D. 
Messrs. Joseph Sheets, John A . Sm ith, and George W. 
Miller quickly followed in their order as principals, 
all of them being alumni of Washington College, of 
the respective classes of 1839, 1840, and .1845. The 
last named was subsequently the very successful prin 
cipal of the academy at .Carmichael's, Pa., and is now 
a prominent 1nember of the Washibgton County bar. 

The palmy days of the academy were embraced in 
. the period of Mr. Fulton, when there was an average 

attendance of seventy students. Within the fifteen 
years of its existence, many were trained in it who 
afterwards rose to more or less distinction. In the 
want of a catalogue, memory supplies the names of 
the .Rev. Me~srs. Alexander Swaney, D.D., .James D. 
Mason, D.D., David R. Qampbell, D.D., William M. 
Robinson, David P. Lowary, and others of the sacred 

· calling; Prof. Cochran, of Oberlin College; Drs. J o
seph Rodgers and Thomas M . C. Stockton, and John 
Fulton, .To.hn McCombs, Caleb J. McNulty, and Wil
liam Johnson, attorneys. The last two acquired promi
nence in Ohio, the former as a member of t,he Legis
lature of that .State, anrl also as clerk of the United 
States House of Representatives, and the latter as a 
·member of Congress. 

History of Washington County Edited by Boyd Crumrine 
Published 1882 



Florence School 
1911-1912 

1. Harold McDonnell 2. Sam McNinch 3. Roy Peterson? 4. Craig McWright 5. Unknown 6. Dwight Cook? 7. Harry Ewing 
8. Mary Martin 9. Unknown 10. Elizabeth Fullerton m. Hawn 11. Gertrude Yolton m. Tucker 12. Florence Fulton 
13. Eula Fullerton 14. Mable Fullerton m. Arnold 15. Wesleys Cook McDonnelt Teacher (Grace Cassidy's father) 
16. Sarah Lyons m. Gloss 17. Beulah Jackson m. Cook 18. Agnes Potts 19. Clifford "Banty" Work 20. Dean Saxton 
21. ? Fulton (brother to Florence) 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 
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Burgettstown and Slovan 
fire companies answered 
a call at the Florence · 
school house on Wednesday, 
February 7, 1951, when high 
winds fanned a fire of unde
termined origin and threat
ened for a time to demolish 
the building, one of the old 
landmarks at Florence. 

The building, said to be 
more than 50 years old, was 
a three-story fame structure ' 
heated by pot-bellied stoves. 
It was believed that a spark 
from the chimney became 
imbedded in the siding and 
fanned into a li v e f i r e. 
Prompt action on the part of 
the fire cOmpanies saved 
the building and kept damage 
at a minimum. · 

Over 100 children and their 
teachers» Miss E 1 s ie And
rews, Mrs. Thelma Fliton 
and Edith McCombs, evacu
ated the building quickly and 
no one was injured. Eight 
grades were taught in the 
classrooms in use. 

The children had a three
day holiday after the fire, but 
the next w e e k were trans
ported to the Paris school for 
half-day classes. 

At the time of the fire, the 
Hanover school board was a
waiting approval from 
Harrisburg for a new ele
mentary building. 

1951 Old Florence School Fire Recalled 
Burgettstown Enterprise-June 9, 1965 Edition 

Fort Vance Historical Society 







lnstl•tute . !It Florence The Fr{day session adjourned 
· U about10:30tomeetagainat9o'dock 

the following morning. 
The teachers of Hanover township At about 9:30 Saturday morning 

held an institute in the ul?p~r roo~ Miss Burns opened the second ses
of the Florence school butldmg Fn- ~ion of the. institute by reading the 
day and Satur~ay, February 12th 13th chapter of first , Corinthians. 
and 13th. In sptte o.f muddy roads The song"America"was then sung. 
and a dark, foggy mght the seats of I Miss Burns ~liss Boyce and Miss 
the sch.ool . were :tilled and a few Denny sang. ·"The Keystone State" 
we.re standtng. Seve.n of the town- and received a generous round of 
shtp teachere ~ere tn a~tendance. applam~e. . 
They were l'hsses Nelhe Boyce, The first talk was "TardinesR and 
Anna Palmer, Janet Denny and Her- Regular Attendance" by Nellie 
tha Burns and MeRSr(,J. W. C. McDo'!- Boyce. Miss Boyce. named the fol
nell, · Lawrence Bable and · Louts lowing causes for tardiness and ir
Dussere. · · I regular attendance: (1) Bad roads, 

The Friday evening session · be- which prevent cbildr·en's reaching 
gao about 8 p. m. Louis Dussere, school on time or getting there at 
the teacher of t~e Florence . school all. (2) Carelessness among th~ pu. 
~as chost:n chatrma.n of the meet- pils. (3) Poor circumstances of the 
tug-. ·The program began with a parents. The morning exercises 
song, "Old Black Joe" · by five girls should be made so interesting that 
of the primary room at Florence. A the pupils wjll perfer going to 
selection entitled "Pigs is Pig-s" school to staving at home. 
wa~. read by L?uis Dussere. Reci- · The nexttaik"Th.e ;Primary Child" 
tattoos were gtven by the following: was by Bertha Bnrns. She spoke of 
Frank Savage, who recited ''The the need of keeping primary pupils 
Waywa\d. S~~;" Leonar,d Savage; puey. This buev work sh{)uld not 
who rectted Jane Jones, ' both of always be work for small children 
whom were compelled to respond to tire of work easily and they require 
encores, and Bertha Burns, who re- a large amount of play. Teach the 
cited "Mrs. Tommv Atkins .. " A dia- child to be obedient, she said, for it 
Iogue entitled ·"The First Shave" ~s easier to teach a primary child to 
was acted hv ChariPR LyonR, Waid obey than to teach an advanced pu
Reed, Lora.Fuller and Bertha A urns. pil obedience. · She spoke·of the bad 1 . There were four talks by teachers · manners of some pupils, some of 
-'·Teaching of Englit~h" by janet whom address old people by the 
Denny; "Teaching Mora'ls in the first name; never think of e~aying 
Schoolroom," by Anna · M; Palmer; "Thank you" for a fa"'~()r; and rude
' ·The Advanced Pupil" by Lottie ly interrupt each other. 
Dnseer£>, anrl a talk by W. C. Me- Lawrence ~able spoke next on the 
Donnell. Mr. McDonnell urg-ed the subject "Partiality in the School
teacherR to hold more such meet- ro.om." . ·Parti'ii'Hty, said he, mPans 1 
ing-s. H,. a-flvanced the staterhent an unreasonable favor or dislike. 
that tht> Hanover township ~choQle There are many favors shown c'hil
were infPrior .to those in adjoining dren which are not unreasonable 
township!! and stated that it was but necessary. -. If any favors _ are 
his bf"lief that the teachers and the shown, it ought to be to the dullest 
parent,. were largely to blame; He' ·pupils who have the most tronble to 
u ·rged nnon the parents to interest "g_et" a lel!lson anfl conseqnently 
thf"msPIVf"A mor.e in .the schools and . ne.ed favors the mo~;~t. Prize!! are a 
to bP snr,. of their .. ground before great way to stir up disturb.ancea in 
condemning a teacher. schoolrooms. 

The subj .. cts, "Teaching of Read- ; , Tht; subjPct.~'The Dull Pupil;, and 
ing-"and "Ventilation in the School- .Whtspenng were opened forgen
room," were then o.pened for gpner- eral.discusRion l}nd responded to 
al .discussion. W.C. McDonnell, Ber- by Be~tha Rurns, Lawrence .Bable, 
tha Burns, Blanche Fullerton, Leon- Mrs. E. 0. FnllPrton and Lome~. Dus
ard Savag-e, Dr. J. n. Ir.win, E. 0. R~re. The watch'!ord for a dull ?11-
Fullerton and Lawrence ·Bable re- ptl should be ruthence, everlashng 
sponded. Mr. McDonnell stated that pa.tien<;"'• ~;~aid ~r. Bab!e. Of whisp-~ 
parents should rea<l to pupils in enn~. tt w~s satd that tt should . be 
their homes. The ·question was forbtdden m. ~;~orne c~asPs bnt not al
raiRf"d, "What if the parents are poor wayl'l, hnt ~~ .forbtdded the rule 
rf'aders?" George Creighton prompt- should be stnctly adhered to. : 
Iv Raid: "Do the beRt you can." Mr. A question hox was then ont;!ne.1 
McDonnell af'!!ented to thi!!, saying and t~o qnPstions were offered. 
the occaRion" Wf'Tf' nnmerons in the They wf're"How can Ikef'P primary 
~;~choolroom .in which the . tf"aChf'rs pnpile~· togethf'r and givf' jtll'itice to 
mnRt '.'do the be!!t yoq . ~;an." Dr. Ir- ~ach of ·them?'' and "How. can I 
Win ·aRkefl 'thf' qn~>!OHori; '"'What iR .. a per!'lualif' narPntR to visit the 
g-oofl reader?" Two an!!Wf'rR were f'Chools?" Neither question WaR an
{;!'iVf'n. Mr. McDonnell Raicl that ,a,. ,~wer,.fl· with. abl'lolnte · l'latisfaction. 
goofl rf'ader was one.who conld ·g-'et ·Thf' fliRCllBI'I{on ,of the firEOt hrought 
anf! £rive the thon.lrht from thf' forth that it WaS practically impoR
prinh•d pag-e and Dr. Irwin addf'd po!>ihle to kPep a primarv cla!!s to
that hiA iflea nf a good ·r·eafler waR· ~rether in ··a rnntl l'lchool. No Rpecific 
nne that eonld renfler · a selection · anilwf'r wa!'l made to the sf'cond, a 
jnst aR the original e~peaker or writ- · .P11!r£rf'Rtion hf'ing made, howpver, 
er would have done, . that by speaking to parents pers<>n- I 

ally the teachers might prevail upon 
some to visit. The meeting adjourn
ed at 11:30 a . m. 

Institute at Florence 
The Burgettstown Call-February 18, 1915 Edition 
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Kindergarten students at Fort Cherry Elementary Center 
collected mittens, hats and gloves for the McDonald area 
food bank. The project was in place of a class grab bag, 
and 145 items were collected. Pictured are students Gavin 
Patterson, Greg Alrutz, Nikolas Massey, Myla Shepherd, 
Jillian Doman and Kylia Sundy. 

Fort Cherry Elementary Center 
Observer-Reporter- January 4, 2014 Edition 



Fort Cherry teens win 
Of 

technolo competition 
BY DAVID St\GEH 

HICKORY - Not many 
teens set out to patent an in
vention. but a five-member 
s'l·oup of sophomores at Fort 
Cherry High School is doing 
just that aftenvinningthe first 
leg of the Pennsylvania Gov
ernor's STR.M (Science Tech
nology EngineeJing & Math) 
Competition. 

Thcv head to Thaddeus Ste
vens Coliege of Technology in 
Lancaster May 27 to face off 
against the remaining con
tenders following their dual 
first-place wins iiJ February
beating out seven other Inter
mediate Unit-affiliated schools 
in the Washington, Greene 
and Fayette region vvith their 
communications device, "The 
SticKey," and winning the "on
the-spof' challenge. 

"They had 30 minutes (for 
the on-the-spot challenge) to 
design and construct a paper 
airplane that would hold an 
egg and have it remain intact 
after launching it onto a tar
get," said cuniculum dinector 
and adviser Trish Craig. 

"The other teams were ap
parently inspired by existing 
model aircraft. whereas we 
went for a design that protect
ed the egg the most in the back 
end ofthe plane," said Shelbie 
Curti.s,16. 

As for their communica
tions device, the idea for the 
SticKey, which helps those 
with motor disabilities type 
using a joystick and screen, 
came as the team's prima
ry coder thought about his 
grandfather. 

"He had recently fallen and 
needed help typi..r1g and using 
digital devices," said Connor 
Ehrgood, 16, "I wanted to belp 
him." 

T'NO of the members, Em
ily Richard and Cameron 
Schaub, both 16, first heard of 
the competition through Craig 
and district gifted coordinator 
,Jackie Newman. 

"Emily and I saw the chal
lenge of the governor's con
test as a way to help people. 
We whittled away at so many 
ideas because they already 
had been done. 

But Connor's idea, once he 
came on, it really clicked with 
us," said Schaub, explaining 

DJMO SS'JGERI0s:.:::5=.vEP.·R!O."'.~~ 

A five-student team at Fort Cherry is moving to the next 
stage of the Governor's STEM Competition. From !eft are 
sophomores Alec Rasel, She!bie Curtis, Cameron Schaub, 
Emily Richard and Connor Ehrgood. 

the two set out to recruit a 
"dream team" of coders and 
tmconventional thinkers. Join
ir..g the group was 15-year-old 
Alec EaseL 

"My focus was to pitch it as 
a state-changing product; ho·w 
it would help commwuties. It 
shifted as different elements 
changed with the product, but 
that's how we got here,., said 
Rase!. 

Like good entrepreneurs, 
they didn't head into the com
petition without first testing 
their device. There were a 
couple of field trips. 

"We've tJ.ied to make it as 
universally accessible as pos
sible in terms of age range 
and disability. We first tested 
it with elementary school 
children to gauge hand size 
and pelipheral ergonomics. 
... The feedback we got ti-om 
BirdBrain Tedmologies was 
important on how we got it to 
stabilize on a flat smface, us
ing certain matelials over oth
ers," Richard said. 

"One trip \-Vas to the Cat11-
eron Welh1ess Center, and a 
physical therapist there gave 
us feedback about problems 
in previous design phases. She 
gave us ideas on how to incor
porate more uses into it -like 
not only using it as a commu
nication devic-e, but as a way of 
physical therapy in itself," said 
Ehrgood. 

In interviews, Ehrgood was 
cryptic about design featrn-es 
and what platforms the joy
stick can run on because tb.e 
team is guarding its innovation 
through the patent process, 

regardless of the outcome in 
l\!lay. But Ehrgood conced
ed that per the contest mles, 
"ali the components could be 
fmmd on Amazon." 

"As far as inputs are 
concerned, it's operating 
through USB ports right 
now," Ehrgood said, "and all 
the software we've coded is 
open-source and available to 
anyone." 

The idea for SticKey when 
tbere are other "augn1ented 
con1inunication" devices 
around, Ehrgood said, was 
that this product would be 
practically feasible for most 
users with various disabilities. 

"Often when you have a dis
ability of motor skills, speech 
is affected, so eye-tracking and 
speech softwam - and those 
require even more specialized 
hardware- that isn'tas practi
cal (as a joystick functioning as 
a keyboard)," he said. 

"We're tJ.-ying to eliminate 
the idea of adequateness in 
terms of communication," 
Cml:is said, "(and promote) 
that you can communicate 
with doctors, teachers and 
family and ftiends with tl1is 
peripheral." 

The temn v.ras given a sti
pend of $500 to prodnce its 
oliginal prototype, which will 
be further refined using a 
p;izeof$750. 

At stake in May are 
£2,000, Sl,OOO and $500 
scholarships- and bragging 
rights to have won the sec
ond annual Pa. Governor's 
STEM Competition. 

Fort Cherry Teens Win Technology Competition 
Observer-Reporter-March 8, 2016 Edition 



Keystone Degrees 

Four members of the HG Parkinson FFA Chapter ai Fort Cherry High School earned 
their Keystone Degrees at the Pennsylvania Farm Show. They were among more than 
300 FFA members from across the state who received Keystone Degrees at the Penn
sylvania FFA Mid-Winter Convention. Only high school seniors or graduates in their 
third year of membership are eligible to apply for the Keystone Degree. Candidates 
must have demonstrated leadership abilities and earned or productively invested at 
least $1,000 and/or worked at least 300 hours in a supervised agricultural experience 
program. Russell Reading, state secretary of agriculture, far left, and Pedro Rivera, state 
secretary of education, far right, are shown with the ·Keystone Degree members, from 
left, Cody Rankin, Colton Lucas, Aaron Cowden and Michael Coyne. Rankin, son of 
Jason Rankin of Avella and Karen and Louis Ryan of Hickory, earned his degree with 
projects on market hogs and breeding hogs. Lucas, son of Dennis and Rhonda Lucas 
of Hickory, earned his degree with projects on his job at Quicksilver Golf Course and 
raising laying hens. Cowden, son of James and Debbie Cowden of Hickory, earned his 
degree with projects on his farm jobs and market hog. Coyne, son of Michael and Karen 
Coyne of Burgettstown, earned his degree with projects on market hogs, market lambs, 
market steers, market goats and. breeding goats. 

Keystone Degrees 
Observer-Reporter-January 31, 2016 Edition 



Fort Cherry holds vote over air-quality test proposals 
BY GIDEON BRADSHAW 
Staff writer 
gbradshat~J@obsewet~tt!pot1er.conl 

Fort Cherry school boa:l·d 
Monday put off voting on a 
proposal from Range Re
sources to test the air qual
ity near district schools as the 
company builds its third gas 
well site nearby. 

Drilling at the Yonker well 
site, about three quarters of 
a mile from the disctict com
plex, is slated to begin next 
month. In a letter to school 
officials dated Friday, Range 
Resources proposed conduct
ing air-quality monitoring on 
the campus "during all phas
es of development beginning 
with drilling through the final 
completion of the wells. Moni-

taring equipment installed at 
an agreed-upon location on the 
property would measure wind 
speed and direction, volatile 
organic compounds and fme 
particulate matter." 

The company told school of
ficials it would pay for co..<>ts of 
the monitoring, and that third
party engineering firm AE
COM wouldconductthe work. 

School off1cials wanted 
more details about how the 
driller would conduct the test
ing. The board voted 7-0 to ta
ble the proposaltmtil the next 
monthly meeting. 

Board member Christopher 
Lauff said Range's language 
was "very generic as far as 
what they're trying to do," and 
he wanted more information 
about the company's plans re-

gru:ding how the testc;; would be 
conducted. 

"They said they're going to 
be testing for volatile organic 
compounds- well, that's a list 
of compounds that's extreme
ly long," Lauff said. 

Following the meeting, Su
petintendent Jill Jacoby said, 
"I don't think we have any real 
specifics. I think that's what'll 
be coming in January." 

The monthly meeting coin
cided with a chorus concert, 
and district parent Cathy 
Lodge, ofRobinson Township, 
was the only citizen to address 
the board. Before the vote to 
table the proposal, she urged 
members to hold off on a de
cision in order to allow public 
input. 

"Please be aware that it 

is important that health be 
a part of the plan to moni
tor our air," she said. She 
suggested an environmen
tal group like Southwestern 
Pennsylvania Environmen
tal Health Project should be 
involved in the monitoring 
"to ensure that the air testing 
is not one-sided." 

Range spokesman Matt 
Pitzarella said the distdct and 
state Department of Environ
mental Protection have previ
ously conducted air-quality 
monitoring and fOLmd nearby 
natural gas operations to be 
safe. 

"While the vast majority 
of residents and parent"> are 
supportive of this project we 
realize there are some who 
have concerns and we wish 

to work hard to alleviate their Januruy 2012 on school prop
concerns through science erty and a nearby home after 
and data. Hopefully, we can the first well had been drilled. 
provide them with the same A peer-reviewed study based 
level of confidence we have . on those samples found "the 
in our work,'' Pitzarella said presence and operation of a 
in an email. "Previously the hydraulic fracturing well pad 
school had made a signifi- in WashingtonCounty,PA,did 
cant financial investment in a not substantially affect local 
similar study, which in a peer- air concentrations of total and 
reviewed published report individual (volatile organic 
found that our work did not af- compounds)." 
feet air quality or health, and Southwestern Pennsylva
rather than the district carry nia Environmental Health 
those costs again we are of- Project has critized the study, 
feting to do so at no cost to the pointing out among other con
school, which is also a valued cerns it used as thresholds the 
lease holder." safe levels of some chemicals 

Cardno ChemRisk, a for- for adults instead of children, 
profit consulting company, according to a letter from the 
took air samples for the dis- advocacygroupEnvironmen
trict during various periods tal lntegtity Project to district 
between November 2011 and offi.cals dated Monday. 

Fort Cherry holds vote over air-quality Test Proposals 
Observer-Reporter-December 7, 2016 Edition 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 
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Fort Cherry homecoming court 

Fort Cherry High School will celebrate homecoming Fri· Imperial. Members of the homecoming court are, front row, 
day when the Rangers play North Catholic at 7:30 p.m. The from left, Amelia Motte, Gabrielle Quinten, Alyssa Baker, 
queen will be crowned -at halftime. The dance, "A Great Olivia Dunn and Tina Bellhy; and back row, Garrett Whalen, 
Gatsby Evening," will be held Saturday at Celebrations in Anthony Panizza, Evan Alrutz, Phil Baker and Jesse McKean. 

Fort Cherry Homecoming Court 
Observer-Reporter-October 2, 2014 Edition 



Fort Cherry homecoming court 

Fort Cherry High School celebrated homecoming Friday Cowden, Leah Rupinsky, Christian Novick, Diana Mo~, 
night during the Rangers' football game against Northgate Austin Wood, Alycia lemmon, Brian Carnegie, Kacie Belster
and Saturday with a formal dance at Fort Cherry GoH Club. ling and Jake Schulz. Not pictured is Hannah Ogburn. 
Seniors on the homecoming court were, from left, Aaron 

Fort Cherry Homecoming Court 
Observer-Reporter-October 25, 2015 Edition 



JACK GRAHAM/OB~RVER-REI'BiiTER 

Fort Cherry High School will celebrate homecoming Friday before the football game against Bethlehem-Center at Fort Cherry Stadium. Pregame ceremonfe~~ 
will begin at 6:45 p.m., and the queen will be crowned at halftime. The homecoming dance will be held Oct. 9 at Fort Cherry Golf Club. Members of the couft.· 
and their escorts include, first row, from left, Jamie Lauderbaugh, Karlee Hoffman, Elysia Cecchetti and Felicia McQuillan; second row, Caitlia Thomas, M'att ! :~ 
Miller, Jordan Alderson, Nick Baker, Chris Walker and Marisa Getty; and third row, Tom Reynolds and Ashton Mason. __ .. _ 

Fort Cherry Homecoming Court 
Observer-Reporter-September 21, 2004 Edition 
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·Fort Cherry superintendent to retire 
BY EMILY PErsKO 

Staff writer 
epetsko@observer-reporter.com 

Fort Cherry School Dis
trict's superintendent will 
retire at the end of the school 

. year after holding the position 
for16years. 

The school board accepted 
Robert Dinnen's letter of re
tirement during a meeting 
Monday. His retirement goes 
into effect June 30 at the end 
of his current five-year con
tract 

Dinnen, 62, said he has 
spent "a longtime doingwon
derlul things with wonderlul 
students and wonderful staff" 
and is exploring a number of 
options after retiring from his 
position. 

"I just thought it would 
be time to pass the torch to 
somebody else," he said, add
ing that he was happy to con
tribute to "creating a culture 

Dr. Robert Dinnen will retire from Fort Cherry School District at the end of the school year. 

for student success" during a collaborative process with helpful to me in my profes
his time with the district. He parents and moved techno!- sionaldevelopmentandmen
said he has seen Fort Cherry ogy to state of the art ... and tored me in understanding 
change and grow over the went from $20 million in debt school~ce," Sroka said. 
years. to debt-free." Dinnen said the board will 

"We've advanced the aca- Business manager Paul likely begin accepting appli-
demic achievement of our Srokasaid"it'sbeenanenjoy- cations for superintendent 
students, instituted numer- able 12 years" working with within the next couple of 
ous professional development Dinnen. months. 
activities for our staff, created ''Dr. Dinnen has been very The board also accepted 

the retirements of several 
teachers, including Rose 
Stempler, Carl Grinage, 
Linda Perkins, Claudia Dia
mond, Tom Diamond, Nancy 
Fowler Lescovitz and Mandi 
Gordon . 

Board members also vot
ed 6-3 to end a contract with 
longtime auditor Cypher 
& Cypher in Canonsburg. 
Board members Larry Hei
rendt, Cynthia Gaskill and 
James White cast the dissent
ingvotes. Voting in favor were 
Tina Cottrill, Melinda Errett, 
Chris Lauff, Jodi McKay, 
Jeanine Miles and Joanne 
Wagner. A new auditor has 
not yet been approved. 

The board also voted to 
move forward with plans for 
the construction of a running 
track by approving archi
tect design specifications for 
track lighting at the football 
stadium. 

Dr. Robert Dinnen, Superintendent to Retire 
Washington Observer-Reporter-January 31,2014 Edition 



The Challenge Program Inc. recently distributed financial awards to underclassmen in 
the Fort Cherry School District for excelling in attendance, academic improvement, aca
demic excellence, STEM and community service during the 2014-15 school year. The pro
gram partners with businesses to motivate high school students to excel and introduce 
them to career opportunities in their communities. Rockwater Energy Solutions was the 
sponsor of the program. Front row, from left, are sophomore Hannah Greene, academic 
improvement; junior Diana Motte, community service; sophomore Alyssa Ketter, com
munity service; junior Shelby Krenn, academic excellence; and junior Alex Orenbaun, ac
ademic improvement; imd back, Steve Volas of Rockwater Energy Solutions; sophomore 
Calvin Lodge, academic excellence; junior Adam Tornabene, STEM award; and sopho
more Nicole Coffield, attendance. Not pictured are sophomore Ashley Schmidt, STEM 
award, and junior Nathan Klimas, attendance. 

Challenge Program, Inc-Fort Cherry School District 
Observer-Reporter-January 9, 2016 Edition 



Fort Chetry to 
graduate84 

Fort Cherry High School 
will graduate 84 seniors at 
commencement exercises at 
7 p.m. Friday at Jim Garry 
Stadium. 

· Matthew Luigi McDonald 
is the valedictorian and Alex 
Scott Freiberger is the saluta
torian. 

McDonald is the son of 
James and Shari McDonald of 
Hickory. 

He received the World Af
fairs Council of Pittsburgh 
Global Travel Scholarship that 
enabled him to travel to Bo
tswana, Africa, the President's 
Education Award, Wash
ington Finacial Scholarship, 
Range Resources Scholarship, 
Sprowls College Scholarship, 
the Vance Merit Scholarship 
from Westminster College 
and the Washington Rotary 
Club Scholarship. · 

McDonald was the presi-
. dent of Student Council, Na
tional Honor Society and Fu
ture Farmers of America, and 
senior class secretary. He is 
employed by Subway restau
rant in Hickory. He will attend 
Westminster College to pursue 
a degree in public relations. 

Freiberger is the son of Wil
liam and Lara Freiberger of 
McDonald. 

. Matthew Alex Scott 
McDonald, Freiberger, 
valedictorian salutatorian 

Fort Cherry 
HighSchool 
• 84 graduates 
•JuneS 
• Jim Garry Stadium 

He received the Presi
dent's Education Award, 
American Legion Award, 
Criminal Investigators 
Camp Investigative Strategy 
Award and AB Miller Schol
arship from Waynesbm;g 
University. 

Freiberger was a member 
of Student Council, Science 
Olympiad; Mock Trial, Aca
demic League and the Nation
al Honor Society. 

He· will attend Waynes
burg University to pursue a 
degree in forensic science 
and chemistry. 

Fort Cherry to Graduate 84 
Observer-Reporter-May 30, 2015 Edition 
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Project combines history, art 

Above, from left, Fort Ch~rry sixth-graders Katie 
Nemec end Abigail McCarty stand on the "Great 

Wall" students constructed from cardboard boxes as 
part of an Installation art project on ancient Cbina. At 
right. sixth-grade students at Fort Cherry Elementary 

School mimicked ancient Chinese artifacts by creat
Ing their own tem·cotta waniors In art ciU5. Student 

"tour guides" show younger students an interactive 
game created as part of their annual class project 

STORY AND PHOTOS BY EMILY PETSKO 
OLISCIWL R R[I'UI!Tll ( 

epetsko@observer-reporler.com ---------

Fo1t Cherr;' studeJlts transforntsclwo~for 'The ChinaE:xperienc~ 

I n JUSt tl few weeks, F011 
Cherry Elcmentw) Center 
was transfonned to recre· 

are a distant lamJ m a bygone 
era 

A paper dragon snaked • 
through the hallways and 
greeted students 3S tht..'}' Cll• 

ten~d "The China Expcn
enoe.'' 

Studentc; walk~ ncross a 
thriftier VCl'SIOil of the GMtt 
Wall construct~ from rord
boar<.l boxes ami admJred 
dozens of hand <rafted clar 
soldiers. 

StudentN were Ut!.· artJStN, 
historians ahd tour &1'\.dt.lca 
of this anciuut Clutu!l;l' JOUr· 
ney. 

For lheJr class project, 
sixth graders created an m· 
srallation art piece t1nd dis· 
played thetr knowledge! b)' 
giving toun:; to younger stu
dents. 

"It's kind of like nlittlc field 
tnp." soc:ull stud1es lcnchcr 
.run Bnder srud 

Brucke1 said sixth-grade 
teachers coordinated thts 
project for the past five 
years, and lf.IStyear sflJdents 
created a medieval expcrl· 
ence. 

und prol>lem-solvUJg 
Students enroUcd an gift· 

ed cJasses learned how to 
link . ix iPads together to 
create n trJVJa game. and 
ult;o created u computer 
l(:tm~ usin~ a program 
called Scratd1. 

"It's a lot of 21st-century 
learning," said their tcncher, 
1\f:cu'a Welsh 

''lt wac; a lot of org~UUZC~t:ioo. 
highcr··levelllunking, work
mg as a ream nnd a lot of pJ'Ob.. 
Jcm solving." 

Art teacher Kim llarvey 
helrred student construct 
sculptures, If · il•r1ed ro look 
like terra-colla WHrrJUrs, 
ustng clay nnd cardboard 
cones. 

Sixth-grade student Katie 
Nemec said :.he fout1d it mter· 
estmg that the clay \VWTlOJ'S 
were behcvcd to protect the 
ChuJCSe emperor in hi!; utter
life. 

The prOJeCt combuted 
elements or htstory and 
an, but it also incorporal· 
ed le~sons on technology 

''All the wnmors were 
muquc," she saitl. 

H RVEY 

The Gre.nt Wnll was ~.:on· 
:;tructed b) \\rappmg and 
decoratmg cardboard box
t.<s, whrch Harvey picked 
up from Sam's Club every 
morning. 

She sald lltudents apenl 
countless hour::. workmg un 
their proJ~t.q, oOen durjng 
homeroom und part of their 
lunch period! 

Tite sixth-grade etas:; also 
took field tnps to tbe Carnegie 
Mu.<;(:um of Art and tho Mat· 
tress F01etory Art Mu.sc:!um in 
Pttt:iburglJ, where they were 
exposed lO the concept of Jn· 
stnllation ort 

"You beaxne a pieCe of the 
anwork .. It surrounds )'OU, 

and you become part of It," 
Hanwsaid 

She sa1d she IS always 
amazed S1udents can pull otr 
such a large project mn short 
period of time. From left, Fort Charry stJrth..graders Katie Nemec end 

" It's scary while we'r-e gail MeCarty stand underneath a large Chinese dnl 
buildingn."llm"vey5ald,"bul that students constructed for a project called "The~ 
italwuyscoa~ wge-"-'tiJec.=.r"'-'-' ----'Ex=~rience; 



Frankfort Springs Academy Reunion Held at Grange 
Hall Well A.ttended; Academy's History Is Reviewed 

About 80 former faculty mem- by R. W. Walker, whose sister, Melvin Hood and Nelle Kerr were 
hers, students and friends were Miss Margaret S. Walker was his among those completing the col
on hand for the 1961 reunion of assistant. lege preparatory course and grad-
the Frankfort Springs Academy Edwin G. Frazer was principal uating. . 
staged at the Frankfort Springs for two years and resigned to do Of these Earl H. Frazier, Estel
Grange. graduate wo;k at State College. Ia Cooley Hall, Anna Crouse, 

Arrangements for the reunion Later he was a member of the Clarence _R. Frazer, Alex M. 
were made by Nina Strouss An- faculty of Carnegie Tech. Alvin Cross, Edith Cr~use Frazer. ~nd 
· derson, Fred L. Hood, Zona Campbell and Chalmers Fulton Edna . McCoy ~lsher are liVIng 
Keifer, Eulalia Whitehill and Eu- were spring term teachers and and Wit? exceptiOn of Clarence R. 
nice Patton Wilcoxen. Miss Bertha Graham taught mu- and Edit~ Crouse Frazer attended 

sic the reuniOn. Many others were 
. A. D. ?ungan and_ Fred L. · .., prevented from graduating, either !Iood p:re~lded a~ the dmn~r meet- A. A. Knowlton, E. ""· Bovee, by untimely closing of the Acade

mg and mvocatlon was given by E. H. Prat~, Mr. a~d Mrs. S. B. my, transfer to other schools or 
the Rev. Dr. Frank C. Ramsey. F~nner, Miss Nanme ~Hom ~nd other reasons, but have made 

The program included: Miss Garrett were at one time great contributions to the Ameri
Introduction of the Committee. mem~rs of the faculty. can way of life wherever they 

· Song, Mrs. Frank c. Ramsey Agam the A?ademy c!osed but have lived. 
<Helen Yolton), leader. · . was reopened .m .1909 With H. B. True to the ideals and the pub-

History of Frankfort Springs ~utchman, prmclpal, b~t he re- lie spirit of the group, a fund 
Academy, Miss Anna M. Crouse. Signed to enter the Semmary. He was set up for the repair and 

Academies as Educational In- was the _successful pastor of _sev- maintenance of the Soldiers 
stitutions, Rev. Frank C. Ramsey, era! Umted ~ r e s bY~ e r 1 an monument which stands on the 
D.D. . ~h~che~ and _Is now retired and Academy grounds. 

My Day In Frankfort Springs livmg m Mmden, Neb. Rev. Attending were Samuel H. and 
Academy, Dr. James A. Bell. Hutch m an was succt;eded by Mrs. Attie, Earl H. and Mrs. 

Reminiscences, Alex M. Cross. James A. Bell who resigned to Frazer, Mr. and Clifford Wilson, 
Comments or reminiscences do graduate work at Harvard, Hazel Frazer Raymond P and 

from the group. • and later beca~e p~esident of Bertha Burns' McMillen, Mr·. and 
' The program sparkled with wit ?outhwestern Umv.erslty, Wash- Mrs. Elmer Hanlin, Mary M. 
and wisdom. Miss Mary Hood mgton, D. C. ~Iss Anna M. Hood, Junius and Mrs. Strouss, 
read a letter from Rev. H. B. Cro_use was a sp~mg ~erm teach- Irene Kutchak, Robert and Aida 
Hutchman and Nina Strouse An- er m both admimstrat~ons. Devitt Cain, W. M. and Lillie Kin
derson, one from Emma Bryte Raiph .;o~ey, Ed~n J GL ~a- caid Irwin, Orrin B. and Mrs. 
Pollock. zer, ra · eeper, · · · c- Stevenson Sara Lyons Gloss, 

The Academy was founded in Cullo~h, tCharl~s ~;rs~, An- Elizabeth' Andrews Henderson, 
1839 by Dr. James Sloan and na . ven ry, ar · razer, Leonard Savage, Raloh and 
Thomas Nicholson the first super- Wylie Saxton, Guy Yolton, Roy Beulah McKenzie, ru:ina M. 
· t d f th ' C Yolton Isabelle Shannon Laura . m en ent o e Beaver ounty St ' W S t ' E t 1 Crouse, Le1la McCausland, Dr. 
schools, to prepare male students 

1 
ecvenslon, Anarrecn ax one,! s e · Jarr.es A. Bell, David S. Wilcoxen, 

f h. b t 't t d t ld a oo ey, na rouse, arence 1 d 11 or teac mg, u 1 s s u en s cou R F Al . C b ll Cl A ex. M. an Mrs. Cross, Este a 
readily enter the junior classes of · raczer,l vmCh am! P e c'l ttar- Cooley Hall, Emogene Hall, Elva 
h b t II f th d It ence oo ey ares u er, ho b h b t e es co eges o e ay. AI M C' Ed'th C Eaton T rn urg, Lena T orn erg 

closed in 1847, but was reopened Chexlm. · F rlotss, Ar 
1 ~ougsle, Carey, Charles and Edna Mc~il-

ed t' 1 . t't t' . a ers u on, mour m e- 1 R' N R A 
as71a teo- uca JOn~t mst ldu Iotn ~ field, ' Edna McCoy, Carl Rice, R-;n lce,D oFra kame sey,d Hgnles 
18 o prepare ~ s s u en s m Ethel Arnold Jennie Cam bell amsey, r. ran . an e en 
the languages, sc1ences and the ' 'Yolten Ramsey, Edna McCoy 
useful arts. For a second time Fisher, Mary Logue Devitt, C. 
the school closed and the proper- Clark Vance, Mrs. Larry Welte, 
ty was sold. Maye M ( ' 'Y Mi1ler, Daniel and 

Public interest was again arous- Mae Shrives· Johnson, Fred L. and 
ed and the. building was rebought, Mrs. Hood, Bertha Andrews Wyke, 
furnished and the school opened M. Dean Fullerton, Fannie Cam-
April 17, 1895. The staff included: eron Hayward, Jennie Swearingen 
Principal J. Mont Travis, teach- Savage, W. Vance and Mrs. 
ers, F. S. Springer, E. S. Bren- Campbell, Roberta Anders on 
neman, W. L. Moore, and Miss Campbell, James 0. and Mrs. 
Mamie Keifer. This faculty with Young, Marie Morgan McCoy, 
exception of Miss Keifer was sue- Marguerite Morgan Wilson, Zona 
ceeded by George B. Lewis, prin- Keifer, Alva Tarr Wilcoxen, Nina 
cipal; Miss 'winnette Huss (Mrs. Strouss Anderson, Mrs. Helen 
Ralph Cooley) Mrs. Lewis and Scott, Mr. and Mrs. David Craig, 
Miss Anna Cowen, E. G. McKib- Archie D. and Myrtle Crouse 
bin and Miss Gertrude Thomas Dungan, Lee B. and Mrs. Dungan, 
were in charge in 1897-1898. Eulalie Whitehill, George P. and 
George E. Seville taught the fall Zillah McCracken Hanlin, W. A. 
term of 1898 and was succeeded and Josephine Savage Tarr, W. 

Leonard and Mrs. McConnell. 
The group accepted an invitation 

to attend the next Frankfort 
Spring!! High School refiDion. 

Frankfort Springs Academy Reunion-1961 



F~_WKFORT SPRINGS ACADEMY 

EDITED BY ANNA M. CROUSE 

Frankfort Springs Academy had its beginning, Hay 1, 1834.? l·rhen Dr. James Sloan 
and Thomas Nicholson entered ~~ agreement to build and to conduct an academy for a 
period of eight y ears, and to share the expenses and the profits. Dr~ Sloan was 
pastor of the PresbyterJa.;:.'l Church and j'vfr. Nicholson was the first superintendent of 
the Beaver County Schools~ Paden Moore later pastor of the Swan Indiana .Presbyterian 
Church was a t eacher" The Academy was open to male students, a.nd its main ob jective 
was to prepare teachers; but i ts student s could readily enter the junior class of the 
best colleges ~ of the day.;, The scholastic and moral standards vrere hi gh. Saturday 
was set aside as a day of prayer and conference by teachers and students alike~ I t 
vras presented at the 1910 reunion by Thomas Bigger~ Letters from the three surVl Vlng 
members, v'Tarren S ~ Dungan, M~ L~ Miller a..Tld Dr ~ Reed 1-rere read by Archie D~ Dungan~ 

I n 1847 the Academy closed and the building became a private residence ; 

A second building 1-ras erected i n 1871 at a co st of $2,500~ 
incorporated on October 1, 1871~ It objective was the educat ion 
1vomen in the languages, the useful arts, and sciences~ 

It was legally 
of young men a.'1d 

It numbered among its founders; J~ J~ Carothers, Samuel Bi gger, Rev~ A~ 0~ 

Roch\.rell, Dr~ V.T. M~ McElwee, John Stevenson, James Morrison , John Mc Colloug_h, H~ B~ 
McCreary, Thomas Nic~olson, Rev~ J~ S ~ Purdy, Thomas Bigger, Robert Ramsey, William 
Frazer, William McCollough, Samuel Leeper and Henry Lance~ The first seven composed 
the board of trustees~ Mr~ J~ H ~ Veasey, principal; W~ F~ Purdy, assista..Tlt prin
cipal; Mrs~ Veasey and Miss Inez Brenneman, teachers ~ Mr. Veasey left to enter the 
Seminary and Mr ~ Stewart became principal~ 

William McKirahan, Joseph Miller, Mr~ McCune, James McKirahan, M.r~ Sharp) Jv!.r ~ 
Haggerty, Mr~ Kirpatrick , Ivir~ Snyder, LTames L~ Leeper, Miss Lizzie Nev"in .• and Miss 
Carrie Harsha ivere the teachers ~ Student assistants vrere Joseph M~ Swearingen, Miss 
Anna McClurg, W~ C~ Yelton, William Reed, Henr y Burns , Ellis Bigger a..Tld Fra..Q~ Ree ~~ 
After the Academy closed, the building uas sold at the Sheriff ' s sale to satisfy a 
claim of William &nng~ 

Dr ~ S ~ H~ Leeper was instrumental in arousing interest in the reopening of the 
Academy~ A committee was appointed to solicit funds to purchase and furnish a 
building. ·James Hood, VI~ . M~ Frazer: and vl~ 0~ Gilliland drew up the constitution~ 
The Academy reopened April 17, 1895 ~ J~ Mont Travi s ivas principal; E~ S~ Brenne::.na-'1., 
F~ S~ Springer, v.J ~ L~ Moors, and JIJii.ss Mamie Keefer were teachers; This faculty, >·rlth 
exception of lfii ss Keefer was succeeded by G~ B~ Levlis, principal; Hiss VJi netta Rus s , 
Mrs~ Ley,ris, and Miss Anna Cowen, teachers~ E~ G~ McKibbinaTld and Miss Gertrude 
Thomas were in char ge of the school year, 1897-1898~ G~ B~ Seville taught -'che fall 
term of 1898, and ·Has succeeded by R~ vT~ vlaL~er, >·rho 'iTaS assisted. in the spring term 
by his si ster Miss Margaret S~ \'Talker ~ Mr~ WaL~er resj_gned to enter the Seminary 
and Ed"lvin G~ Frazer was principal for t1vo years~ Mi ss Bertha Gra.."ham taught music 
and J~ Alvin Campbell and D~ C'nalmers Ful ton assisted i n the spring term.; Later 
A~ A~ Knowl ton, E~. E ~ Bovee, E~ H~ p-ratt, lfJT~ and !-1rs~ S~ B~ Fonner, Miss Nannie 
Ull om, and r.-tl ss Garret were teachers~ 

Again the Academy closed but reopened in 1909, as the result of a 8onversation 
bet1veen Dr~ vJ~ R~ Thompson and Joseph \{~ Leeper, who vras told that the bu:i.lding vras 
available ~ Dr~ Thompson found the teachers and student s~ A~ M~ Lange was pri n
cipal for one term and was succeeded by Miss Hibbi tt Coventry vrhose sudden death 
ended her services~ H~ B~ Hutchman and James A; Bell succeeded her ~ Niss Anna M~ 
Crouse assisted in the spring term~ 



Higi1 Schools had openej_ in the surroundin.:s l arger towns, the attenc'.ance dropped. 
;:md the Academy was c l osed permanently~ 

1 ' 4 Ra,lph Cooley, Ed•:rin G. · .ra.zer, \-J;, J. 1., McCol l ough , Ira F. Leeper, Charles 
.L"lderson, Anna Coventry; Earl H. Frazer, i·Jylie Saxton 7 Guy Yolton, Roy Yolton, i</arren 
Sa.non, Isabell e Shannon, Laura Stevenson, Estell <:t Cooley: Anna Crouse, Clarenr.;e R; 
Fra,zer; Al -v""in Campbell ~ Charles Clutter, Alex~ M. Cross, Edith Cro\J.se, Chalmers 
Fulton, Jl.rmour Inglefi e l d; Carl Rice, Edns. McCoy Ethel Arnoid Jennie Camptell, lvielvi n 
Hood, and Nelle Kerr ;;-rere &"'"'!oug those completi ng the coll ege preparatory course and 
were graduated from the Academy after it w-as reopened in 1895~ 

A~ D~ Du.ngan, pri ncipal and Hiss Anna ill ~ Crouse, assistant, coaducted a summer 
school preparatory a..1d refresher course for tea.chel~s in the building after the 
Academy closed~ 

Rev~ E~ R~ HeJ.ch was principal of the hi gh school vhich offered a three yeax 
course , but that \-ias disconti nued after a time ~ 

Thi s very brief f actual ac cotmt of the Academy does not t ouch upon the most 
impor tant features of i t s existence , ~~d t ha t was i t s i nfluence upon t he l ives of 
t he students nor t he great contribution by the faculty and the s t udent s to the 
American ivay of life , f or t hat can not be measured~ 

This q.bbre•r.iated account of the history 1vas published i n The Burgettsto-wn 
Enterprise, June 22, 1910, afte r t he 1910 reunion and The Sesqui -Centennial Edi t ion 
of The Beaver Times; Augu st llJ 1950~ · 

,lr 
I 
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FRANKFORT GRADS 
HOLD BIG ,REUNION , 

Abo ut 75 former teachers , members 
a nd t he ir families of F I;ankfort H igh I 
School attended a r eun ion , Wednes
day, Ju ne 25 , af the William Simp
son home , where old friendships wer e 
r enewed. 

A business meeti ng was h eld with 
Pres ident , Louis J ohnen, presiding . 
Office1·s elected were , President , 
Louis Johnen , Vice Pres ident , Edw in 
Devitt, Secretary , W.illie Simpson , 
and Treasurer , Mrs . John Phyllis . 
children . A guess ing co.ntest, in 
Games a nd r aces were enjoyed by the 
whi ch every one h ad the ch ance to 
guess the weight of a , ,water melon , 
without lifiUng it, was very interes
ting . Mrs . Thomas B.r imner and Mrs .. 
H elen Ramsey t:iett ~on th e guess and 
were each awarded half the melon 
wh ich weighed 20 lbs. 1 oz. 

A long t able was arranged so most 
of the guest s could be seated to par
t ake of the bountiful picnic supper. 
Lemonade and ice cream · was furnish
eel. 

Rev . • E. W. Welch of West Middle
sex, P a ., a former t eacher, who was. 
ins twfuenta l in organizing the hi gh 
school in 191,9, gave a short t a lk. 
Several oth ers brought • to mind 
incidents of the horse and buggy, bob 
sled and tin lizzi e ~l ays . Good night 
was said r eluctautl y;n when darkness 
over-took · th e ass~1j5'iy. 

D ale Spence has returned from Mer-
cy h ospita L /.; 

J ohn Miller and daughter, J osE phine 
Mrs . R ut h Mill er and daugh ter Betty , 

~ ·of Boltver, N. Y. , vis ited with Mrs . 
i :Iarriet Whipple over t he week end. 
I Mr . and Mrs . Leonard Keifer and 
; famil y motored to Steubenv-ille on 
,• s a turday . 

.Mrs . F. A. Thornburg and Mrs. 
Cha rles P a tton were host esses to their 

1 Sunday School cl ass on Thursday eve-
1. ning when they met a t th e church for 
their monthly meeting . 1 

Frankfort Grads Hold Big Reunion 
Burgettstown Enterprise-July 3, 1941 Edition 



194 7-1948 Frankfort Springs School 
Ethel McCarrell, Teacher 

Front Row, L-R; Dolores Brodmerkel, Betty Brodmerkel, Vivian Sutherin, Nancy Lee 
Keifer, Second Row, L-R; Joe Brodmerkel, David (or John) Dhayer, James Coulter, Ray 
Brodmerkel, Stuart Chambers, Fred (or David) Dhayer. Third Row, L-R; Dorothy Burd, 
Anna Livada, Anna Mae Reid, Nancy Dhayer, Diane Coulter. Fourth Row, L-R: Esther 
Stephens, Joann Chambers, Betty Jean Lewis, Patty Stephens Top row, L-R: Eugene 
Switzer, Rudy Livada. 

Not pictured: Adelia Lyons, Vennie Lyons, Charlie Lyons, Dorothy Lyons, Kenneth Burd , 
Ernie Reid, John or David Dhayer. 
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Seven members of the HG Parkinson FFA Chapter at Fort Cherry High School have earned their Keystone degrees. Mem
bers were awarded their degrees at the state Farm Show in Harrisburg. They are, from left, Victoria Nation, Lainie Klinsky, 
Sylvia Beccard, Raymond Atkinson, Emily Lucas, Maggie Coyne, Vincent Curtis Jr. and Jodie Hoover, FFA adviser and 
agriculture teacher. More than 300 FFA members from across the state received Keystone degrees at the Pennsylvania FFA 
Mid-Winter Convention at the Farm Show. Only high school seniors or graduates in their third year of membership are 
eligible to apply for the Keystone degree. Candidates must have demonstrated leadership abilities and earned or produc
tively invested at least $1,000 and/or worked at least 300 hours in a supervised agricultural experience program. Just 3 
percent of the more than 7,000 Pennsylvania FFA members qualify each year. 

HG Parkinson FFA Chapter at Fort Cherry High School 
Observer-Reporter-January 26, 2014 Edition 
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IN THE MAIL BOX 
Dear Editor: 

Were the "Gay Ninlil ties" such a 
"dud" as some of the wisecracker 
would have us believe? 

We who grew up togeth er in that 
period say No! We did not miss the 
hard roads , the a utomobile, the mo -
ies , and the radio, because we h ad 
never had them. .We did have good 
times , however, and the survivors of 

I 
th e Gay Nineties who attended Rus
sell 's , Bulger, and Beech Hollow 
Schools , a nd who received their r e
ligious education a t Raccoon,. a.nd Cen

·t er Churches, will gath er for our 
second reunion in the shady yard of 
Old Raccoon Church a t Candor , Pa . , 
A:ugust 2, a t 10:30 A. M. , ID. S. T. , 
to renew old fri endships and to re-

' call the h appy "horse and buggy 
days." 

An old-fashioned picnic dinner will 
be served a t 12:30 p.m., E. S. T . 
Bring your basket, a fork and spoon, 
a.nd enjoy a day with old fri·ends a nd 
joyous memories of the hayrides , and 
s leclloads , th e house parties and so
cials , the Sunday School picnics , the 
Burgetts town F a ir, and the other ac
tiviti es th at made our youth a joyous 
happy time . 

C. H. R ussell, 
Wash ington , Penna. 

IN THE .MAIL BOX 
Burgettstown Enterprise-July 24, 1941 Edition 



Greek School-June 23, 1930 
Burgettstown Grade School-Burgettstown, PA. 

Bottom Row, L-R: Unknown, Pete Maropis, Mary Garglianos, Unknown, Helen Zabetakis, 
Omill Kouyendakis, Unknown, Unknown, Mary Spanogians, Gus Diamond, Ann Sergakis, 
and Steve Zabetakis. Second Row, L-R: ? Arvanitakis, ? Arvanitakis, Nick Maropis, Stan 
Zabetakis, Manousso Zabetakis, Tony Dukas, Paraskev (Friday) Garglianos, Gus Romanias, 
John Spatharos, and Sophia Romanias,Third Row, L-R: ? Kouyendakis, Georgia Romanias, 
Adeline Zabetakis, Evangeline Romaonias, Despina Barbush, Margaret Barbush, Angie 
Arvanitakis, and Angie Boller. Fourth Row, L-R: Mike (Zambi) Zabetakis and Sophia 
Barbush. Fifth Row, L-R: Unknown from McDonald, PA., Nick Romanias, Mary Barbush, 
Mrs. Despina Kyria, Irene Garglianos, Mary Zanakis, and Chris Romanias. 

Photo Provided by Peg and Stravro Zabetakis 
Additional Information: Stan Zabetakis, Evangeline Romanias, and Chris Romanias. 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



Pictured above are officials who. 
participated in the ·: g 'r o tl n d 1 

breaking ceremony for the n ew 
Burgettstown Area Junior-Sen
ior high school at the site near· 
the Burgettstown Commu nity 
Park Sunday afternoon . In the 

front :rove, left to right, are Dr. 
James · J . Tinney, Supervising 
Principal; Wi1liam H. Donald
son, . former County Superin 
t-nd.ent of Schools; Morris Har

.\, chool board president; 
p ~1 11Ur E. Tenny-son, architect ; 

Walter Robertson, of Harmon 
Creek Coal Corp.; James 0 . 
Smalley, board member ; and 
Van Nest Wiegmann, board 
memlJer Second ro ~·, left to 
right Carl L \r:lln, bm=trd mun-
ber: .}':rmil E. Calctfi;, .o::~rd 

I 
-' 

I , 

member; Dr. Dougfas J. Bow:.. 
ma!l , County Superintendent of 
Schools and .Joseph Bertovich, 
board member. 

(Qbsuver photo) 

~---~-~--

Ground Breaking of Burgettstown Area Junior-Senior High School 
Burgettstown Enterprise-August 24, 1961 Edition 





Hanover Elemen tary School's 
PTA executive board met on 
Thursday, Dec. 3, 1992. Due to the 
resignation ofMary Jude Patterson 

. as PTA vice president on Nov. 18, 
· in accordance with Hanover Town

ship PTA Inc. by-laws, the posi
tions of first vice president and sec
ond vice president were filled by 
Darlene Moore and Lois Pavlik, 
respectfully. 

Sally Frantz, membership 
chairperson, reported that the 
PTA has 88 members. 

December birthdays at Hanover 
Elementary are as follows: Dec. 1, 
Ashley Starkey; 2, Krista Slusarek 
and Jacob Kelley; 5, Shelly Huey; 
13, Ashley Young; 15, Jessica Allen; 
.16, Brett Kerr , Jacob Stetar, 
Wayne Bonovich; 17, Adam 
Stinnette; 18, Amber Cooper; 22, 
Patrick Stevens; 23, Ann Marie 
Delp; 24, Joshua Boyce, Kaitlin 
Donati; 27, Tammy Varner; and 28, 
Shana Kriest. Happy birthday! 

The Hanover Bobcat cheerlead
ing squad was given a very gener
ous donation from an anonymous 
organization to purchase 12 new 
uniforms. The squad and sponsor 
are very grateful to the organiza
tion for their generosity. 

The next executive board meet
ing will be held Thursday, Jan. 7, at 
the township building at 9 a.m. 

The next regular PTA meeting 
will be held Thursday, Jan. 21. 

Hanover Elementary School PTA 
The Enterprise-December 23, 1992 Edition 



i Hanover Talks Tell 
Of Improvements 

~ To School System 
I When the new Hanover Town- • 
. ship elementary school on Route 
22 near F lorence was dedicated 
last •F riday evening, November 21, 
S tanley A. Wenger,t, d·irector of 
teacher ejuca>tion and certifica 
tion Depart m ent of Public In 
stru ction, Har risburg> d elivered 
the main address: 

Mr. Wengert commented upon 
the growth . of education fa cil>i>ties 
in Washington County in .the last 
century and a half, H e referred to . 
a r eport . of the s ta te superintend
ent for 1877, w hich d isclosed that 
early school houses in Washington 
County were of rude construction 
having clapboard roofs , p aper 
windows, earthen f loors, p uncheon 
seats and no chimneys. S alia.ries . 
of teachers were about twelve dol
lars a month. H e mentioned that 
Hanover Township was among 
those in Washington Coun ty ap
p roving the school1aw of 1834. The 
townshi13 agreed to shar e in . th e 
fi r st st a-te appropr ia tion of $2,397. -
73 issued in J tanuary, 1835. 

"Up to 1848," Mr. Wengert 
.s•ta ted, " the system of schools in 
Washington Coun:t:y was very im
perfect. The school houses w e r e 
bad-the teachers were of a very 
inferio r k ind, although in this re
spect Washington Co unty enjoyed 
the exceptional advantages to the 
great er par.t of .the staJte in !h aving 
tw o colleges, two female seminar
ies and sever al acadamies in good 
w or king condition, which a fforded 
a better class of teachers t h a n 
were found elsewhere ." 

Mr. Wengert a dm onished t he 
citizens of Hanover Township to 
realize that even with a modern, 
well equipped school , a good edu
cation was not guaranteed .their 
children. T he ·school board a n d 
parents should be ever vigilia.nt 
that teacher . continue to stress not 
only facts, '- tt also faith, loyalty, 
character anu the Golden Rule. 

W . H. Donaldson, super•intend
ent of Washington County Schools, 
chose for his t opic for the opening 
address, "Salvage Engineering" . 
Mr. Donaldson r eminded the as
sembly that muCih had been "sal
vaged" fr:om the past in erect•ing 
the beaut iful new school, but that 
it really had been built for: ch il
dren who may be livin g in t ·h e 
last quarter of the ce..:.n:.ot ..:.u.=.r ._y-'-. __ _ 

Hanover Talks Tell of Improvements to School System 
Burgettstown Enterprise-November 27, 1952 Edition 



4th GRADERS ON THE ROAD 
Several months ago , V ince 

·ail len's four.th grade students at the 
Hanover Elementary School were 
iortunate enough to be visi.ted by a 
professional storyteller, Jeannine 
Laverty, oJ upstate New York. At that 
time she told the students a most in
teresting story, an Irish folktale call
ed Hairy Rouchie. It was a whimsical 
adventure about a red haired lass, 
complete with kings, giants and 
planty of magic. After she left the 
students had fun retelling the story 
to their classmates. 

Upon hearing of Ms. Laverty's 
return in December, Gillen decided 
to have his class present the story 
as a play. "The play was the easiest 
I've ever directed. The students 
knew all their parts so well ," said 
Gill-en . Student s read i ly learned 
their parts and ad libbed their lines. 
With a little polishing of ·their lines 
and some scenery, the play was 
r.eady for their storyteller t9 return. 
WHh great excitement from cast , 
teacher and storyteller, the day of 
the play arrived. This was the first 
time Ms. Laverty had had one of her 
stories re-told in such a dramatic 
format. She was quite taken and en
chanted . The fourth grade students 
were also pleased with their perfor
mance. So Gillen got permission to 
take the show on the road . 

A bus was granted to his class 
and the students, costumes, props 
and scenery of the Hanover fourth 
grade were taken to all the elemen
tary schools in the Burgettstown 
Area School District. This became a 
very memorable day for the 
students, espec ially the ones in 
Gillen 's class. They were a part of 
the development of a story, ttie 
building of characters, maturation 
of dialogue, construct ion of props 
and the adventure of performing for 
such a grand audience and a new 
friend, storyte lier Jeannine Laverty. 
Education is such a treat. 

Valerie Pescho as Hairy Roch ie. 

Hairy Rouchie (Katrina Grey) is 
captured by Giant (Chris Wil l iam
son) as she tries to steal his goat 
(Jason Fancher.) 

Fourth Graders on the Road-Hanover Elementary (pg. 1) 
Burgettstown Enterprise-January 20, 1982 Edition 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



Hairy Rouchie 's sisters fall in love with King's sons. Left to right: Dennis 
Niederriter, Tawnya Ensminger, Rossos Kladakis, Katrina Grey, Mandy 
Williams, Robb ie Roach and Robin McGinn. 

King asks Hairy Rouchie for one of Giant 's possessions. Left to right: Man
dy Williams, Robbie Roach , Katrina Grey, Robin McGinn, Tawnya Ensminger. 

Fourth Graders on the Road-Hanover Elementary (pg. 2) 
Burgettstown Enterprise-January 20, 1982 Edition 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



Giant and his wife relax after a big meal. Left to right: Lori Hardwick and 
James Carr. 

Fourth Graders on the Road-Hanover Elementary (pg. 3) 
Burgettstown Enterprise-January 20, 1982 Edition 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



Hanover Kindergarten Ends Year 
Hanover Kindergarten students ended their school year by bringing 

younger brothers, sisters, cousins or friends for a special day of school. 
Pictured are the two classes with their younger visitors. 

Hanover Kindergarten Ends Year 
Burgettstown Enterprise-July 18, 1990 Edition 
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Hanover School Cafeteria Workers-June 1, 1953 

Seated Row: Unknown, Unknown, Eva Dietrich, Francis Hooper, Dana Caldwell, Unknown, and Unknown. 
Standing: Patty Blankenship Holt, Unknown, Elma Jones, Elva Hess, Unknown, Unknown, Unknown, Unknown, Unknown. 



-Hanover-School 
Dedication To Be 
Held Friday Eve. 

' .. -

Boards of- Education in Wash 
ingron County. h ave b een invited to 
attend the formal dedication o f 
H 1-over to'¥1ltShiJ;:'s n ew :'>3-50,000 
school buildillg, wh iclh w ill' --fake 

[ 
Rlace with i~pressi ve cer emonies 

, in the school on Route 22 F r iday 
i evening, No\Tember 21 at 7:30 
1 o'clock. W. H. H or stman , Presi-

1 

de n t ·of the Boar d w ill pr eside 
over the pr ogram w hich w ill open 
with the presentation p f colors by 
the Burgettstown P ost 698 of the 

! American Legion. 
1 The f-ollowing pro.gram has b een 
arranged py tlhe Principal of t h e 
School, Vincent Cooper. Donald 
Trull, student pastor of F lorence 
Presbyterian church . will deliver 
the invocation . W. A Donaldson, 
Washington, Superintendent of 
Washingt-on County schools w i ll 
speak on "Salvage ~ngineering". 
Stanley A. Wengert, Harrisburg, 
Director of T eacher Education and 
the Certification Tiepartment o f 
Public Instruction will deliver the 
main address. 

The girls" ch orus :tll!f Union high 
school will presen:t :a musica'l ;pro
gram and Max Grossman of Paris 
will perform .a 'Vt(l)l in solo. "'' lh e 
benedictitlm will be •said by Rev. 0 . . 
Curtis Gr'i'ffi<fh, pastar of the Paris 
P,resbyteria-m c'hru~rcln, after wlltich 
the audience \Will be .-invited to in-
spect fu-e new :sch1'>'<!11. · 

The -general :public is welcmme 
and is invited tu atremd the ~i
cation lOel\emllllliies. 
-- ----- ------

Hanover School Dedication to be Held Friday Eve. 
Burgettstown Enterprise-November 20,1952 Edition 



Hanover PTA Officers 
1987-1988 

L-R: Debbie Barto, Treasurer, Karen Stevens, zndVice President, 
Linda Presutti, 1st Vice President, Pat Huey, Secretary, 

and Karen Strope, President 



AARON KELLY 

AARON KELLY WINS 
SPELUNG BEE 

Aaron Kelly correctly spelled 
"grammar" and "fiendish" to win the 
sixth grade spelling bee held at the 
Hanover School on Feb. 22. In 
preliminary trials which took place on 
Feb. 15 at the school, Aaron was one 
of ten finalists that also included 
Michelle Riter, Cathy Handick, Jen
nifer Fancher, Tammy Wright, Stacy 
Michael, Jason Nuss, Angel Stanley, 
Jamie Boling and Michael Koraido. 
Placing as runner-up was Michael 
Koraido, who had lost out on the word 

"grammar." The words were pro
nounced for the students by Mr. 
Parker, sixth grade teacher. 

ln April, Aaron will participate in 
the Washington County Spelling Bee 
to be held in Washington. The winner 
of that contest will advance to the 
state eliminations in Pittsburgh with 
the next step being the National 
Spelling Bee in Washington, D. C. 

Aaron Kelly Wins Spelling Bee 
Burgettstown Enterprise-March 6, 1985 Edition 
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; Hanoyer T-alks Tell 
·Of Improvements 
. To School System 
j When the new Hanover ToV\rn- • 
, ship elementary school on Route 
22 near Florence was dedicated 
last •Friday evening, November 21, ' 
Stanley A. Wenger,t, director of 
teae'her ejucaliion and certifica
tion Department of Public · In
struction, Harrisburg, delivered 
the main address~ 

Mr. Wengert coiiUiiented upon 
the growth. of education facilities 
in Washington· County in .the last 
c~tury and a half, He referred to _ 
a report of the state superinif;end
ent for 1877, which disclosed that 

· early school houses in Washington 
County were of rude construction 
having clapboard roofs, p ape r 
windows, earthen floors, puncheon 
seats and no chimneys. Sal~aries . 
of teachers were about twelve dol
lars a month. He mentioned tha t 
Hanover Township was among 
those in Washington County ap
proving the school law of 1834. The 
townshi:r> agreed. to share in -the 
first state appropriation of $2,397.-
73 issued in January, 18.35. 

"Up to 1848," Mr. Wengert 
s·tated, "the system of schools in 
Washington Couniy was very im
perfect. The school houses w e r e 
bad- the teachers were of a very 
inferior kind, althouglh in this re
spect Washington County enjoyed 
the exceptional advantages to the 
grea!f;er par.t of .fu.e state in thaving 
two colleges, two femal~ seminar
ies and several acadamies in good 
working condition, which afforded 
a better class of teachers t h a n 
were found elsewhere." 

Mr. Wengert adm<>nished t h e 
citizens of Hanover Township to 
realize that even with a modern, 
well equipped school, a good edu
cation was not guaranteed ;their 
children. The sch-ool board a n d 
parents should be ever vigilant 
that teacher . continue to stress not 
only facts , '-- tt also faith, loyalty, 
character an<l the Golden Rule. 

W. H . Donaldson, super-intend
ent of Washington County Schools, 
chose for his topic for the opening 
address, "Salvage Engineering". 
Mr. Donaldson reminded the as
sembly fuat mliC!h had been "sru
vaged" fr:om the past in erecting 
the beautiful new school, but that 
it really had been built for chil
dren who may be living in t ·h e 
l-ast quarter of the century. 

Hanover Talks Tell of Improvements to School System 
Bur2ettstown Enterprise-November 27,1952 Edition 



Hanover To Sell Old 
School-Buildings 

The Hanover township Board 
of Education he l d a regular 

· monthly meeting July 30 in the 

I 
new school building on Route 22 
w ith William Horstman., ,Leonard 
Savage, R. P. Gardner, Jimmy 
Arnold and Ha.rold Neely present: 

The secretary's report was ap 
proved. Minutes of the special 
meeting July 7, wer.e read and 
approved, stating the old bell from 

I 
tlhe Dillo school building is to be 
presehted to .th•e county and that 

1 
the Mellon bank at Burgettstown 
is to be usei by the board for de- ' 

' positing fu~ds and other s~_rvices. j 
The aud1tors Bob Cass1dy and 

Mason Boyce were present at the 
special meeting to inspect bills 
minute books and to turn in th~ 
auditors' report, which was ac
cepted and approved. 

At this point of the meeting old 
business was discussed and a' oom
muni:cati<on was read c'oncerning 
the sale of school buildings .stating 
the sale is being advertised in the 
Enterprise. 

The sale will be August 22, be
ginning at 10:00 with the Dillo 
school, Purdy . at 11:00, Boyd at 
11:45 one acre of ground. Boyce at 
1:30, lfz acre of ground. 2 Paris 
buildings 2:30 and 3:30. Florence 
building and ground at 4:00. 

The Miller·s school is to be sold 
on Florence property. Hubert Post 
is to be the auctioneer. 

The board decided to exonerate 
the tax collector Mrs. Jackson 
this year from collection of delin
quent taxes and appoint lher delin
quent tax collector for all or the 

, greater· per centage of all back 
I taxes. This was a roll ca.!!_ vo_te_. _ _,, 

j" At the o-pening of new business 

j a communication was read from 
Mrs. Paula Myers concerning her 

I sam·e ·room and grade, again this 
year .of school. A communication 

t was read from a Hanlin Sta•tion 
1 resident asking something. be done 
J about chHdren being •away from 
1 home so many 'hour s during sc:hool 
days. It seems in .this district the 

I 
children are picke'd up on the f irst 
bus and ar·e the last ·one's to leave 
the school building in <the after
noon. The board is doing all in it's 
power to relieve such matters. 

The treasurer's report was given 
' and various bills were .pr eslented 
I such as transportati·on for 57 pup ~ 
1 ils to Burgettstown and 53 pupils 
, to W·eirton. Tax collector's fee, 
1 janitor, auditors' fee's, "Attorney 
1 and fHing fee's, •telephone, gas, 
, electric power lawn mower, dean-
1 ing materials, etc. All bills were 
discussed and o0rdered paid. 

i The secretary was authorized to 
· write or.ders for teachers' salarys 

I also all standing bills, th us elimin
ating voting on them each month. 

! Bills will be submitted but will J 
not :r•equire the rp.ont'hly voting. J 
The contra-ct for coal was .given to 
Craig Br.others .this year, their bid ' 
being the lowest submitted, at 
$5.00 per ton for lfz inch screened 
coal. 

Dr. Roberts and Dr. Spanogians 
are to be recommended to· t h e 
state as the school Doctors. 

A speeial meeting on August 10. 
will be held for .the purpose o f 1 
submitting a cont:ract of the duties 
of the Principal and any other 

I 
business that might arise in the 
meantime. Mr. Cooper is to be pre-

l 
sent at this meeting. 11he contract' 
committee is James Arnold and 
Harold Neely. 

Hanover to Sell Old School Building 
Burgettstown Enterprise-August 6, 1953 Edition 



Early Schools of Hanover Township 
Key facts about our schools 

Old maps of Hanover Township for 1861 and 187 6 show that the municipality had as many as 14 
rural schools during those years. While numbering of all these schools does not appear in later records, 
the following seem to be about the way these school were identified, many of these schools being named 
also for the adjacent landowners. They were: 

No.1 Coventry, east of Florence 

No.2 Dillo, on Fort Dillo Run in the northeastern part of the township. 

No.3 Sturgeon, on Route 18 between Florence and Frankfort. 

No. 4 Florence at this village; ;later a three room school. 

No.5 Hamilton, halfway between Florence and Paris. 

No. 6 Boyd, on the hill above Aunt Clara's fork of King's Creek. 

No.7 Boyce, near Hanlin Station. 

No.8 Fulton, location not identified. 

No.9 Purdy, probably named for the Rev. J. L. Purdy and located near his home northwest of 
Florence. 

No. 10 Paris, located at that village; later a graded school. 

No. 11 Miller, on a branch of Harmon Creek in the southern part of the township. 

Two other schools named in later lists are not identified by number: Rock School closed in 1917 and 
Beech Grove closed in 1923. Upon the completion of the Hanover Consolidated School in 1952 all 
outlying schools were closed and all pupils were and are transported to that central location. Other 
districts of Washington County had their own system of naming and numbering schools, nearly all having 
both a name and number. 

Fort Vance Historical Society 



GRAD-UA TION - EXERCISES 

HANOVER TOWNSHIP 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL· 

rm 
~ 

MONDA r~ EVENING, JUNE THIRD 

nineteen hundred and fifty-seven 

eight o'clock 

'· 



GRADUATIO·N PROGRAM 

P . 1 "M h P . . f. 1 ., rocess1ona . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . arc onu ica e· 
Gounod 

(Audience remain standing until after the Invocation) 

Invocation ........ ·. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev. David Haines 
Pastor of Paris Presbyterian Church 

Welcome .... . ..................... . .. Madonna McDonald 

Class Will . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Karen Yoho 
Linda Wright, Diane McGovern, Sherry Ferguson 

Song ................. "The Rolling Hills of Pennsylvania" 
Lois Miller 

Chorus 

Class Prophecy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Barbara Hanlin 
Karen Yeater, Carolyn Jones, Judy Bee 

Song ... . ................ "A Violin S~nging in the Street" 
Alexender Koshetz 

Chorus 

Speaker ....... . ... .. ... . . ~ ... ~ ..... Rev. Wallace Rummel 
Pastor of Florence-Frankfort Presbyterian Churches 

Key Presentation . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Charles Kemp 

Acceptance (7th Grade) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Samuel Noah 

Presentation 'of Diplomas .... . ..... . ..... Harold C. Neeley 
Secretary of School Board 

Farewell Song . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Class 

Benediction . . ............ ~ . . . . . . . . . . . Rev. David Haines 

Recessional-



Anderson, Sally Ann 
Barnhart, Lois 

*Bee, Judy 
Benevento, Adolph 
Bigler, Michael 
Bigler, Sheila 
Boyce, Chery 1 
Boyer, Virginia 

CLASS ROLL 

*Jones, .Carolyn 
Kemp, Charles 
Krynak, Thomas 

*Long, Gerald 
Lyons, Doris 
Marshall, Leona 
Maxwell, Thomas 

Brock, Kenneth Burdell 
lVf c Clain, David 

*McDonald, Madonna 
;.":.:rJicGovern, Diane 
*Neeley, \Vilbur 

Cain, Ada 
Coltellaro, Rosalie 
Craig, Shirley 
Cumblidge, Charles 
Cumblidge, Joyce 
Deitrich, Rolland 
Dhayer, Gloria 
Dick, Donald 
Elliott, Harold 

Noah, Ronald 
· Peck, Bernard 
*Phillips, Ped 
Presutti, Gloria 
Sabatasse, Rose Marie 
Sentipal, William 

*Ferguson, Sherry Lynn 
Grubbs, Herbert 

Smith, Betty 
Stiffler~ Richard 
Tournay, Harold 

*Hanlin, Barbara 
Hanlin, Kathy Rae 
Hurd, Joyce 

*Honor Students 

Tucker, Charlene 
*Wright, Linda 
*Yeater, Karen Sue 

*Karen Yoho · 

•fa ... * * ..f• -f.> .... .. .. 



HANOVER TO'fi/NSHIP SCHOOL DIR·ECTORS 

W. L. Savage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . President 

Charles Call . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Vice-President 

H. C. Neeley ....... ·. ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Secretary 

Mantzel Bucey . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Member 

Benjamin Bee ... . ........................ Treasurer 

:~ * * * * 

FACULTY MEMBERS 

Harold VJ. lVIeighen ... ~ . . . . . . Supervising Principal 

Mr. Joseph R. Culley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Grade 8 

M . K ' . P ~ G d 1ss atner1ne y ie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ra e 8 

Mrs. Thelma Fliton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Grade 7 

Mrs. l'Aary Robertson .................... --. . Grade 6 

Mrs. Edith McCombs ....................... Grade 3 

lVIrs. Betty Neely ...................... -- .... Grade 3 

Mrs. Florence Donnelly ..................... Grade 4 

Miss Paula Myers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Grad~ 3 

lVIrs. Betty Blaine .......... . · . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Grade 2 

Mrs. Anna M. Neely ......... ~ .............. Grade 2 

Miss Elsie Andrews . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Grade 1 

~virs. Emma Miller ........ , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Grade 1 



BU DGET NOT ICE 

A tet;Lta.tive budget for the Hanover 
township school district for the 
schoo.l district for the school y€ar 
1!i4J-44 has been prepared a nd is on 
fi le for inspection a t th e home of 

. Ern est Fresh water , Hanl-in Stt ation, 
R. D· 1. Final act ion on thi s budget 
wi ll he t-aken a t a mleeting of th e · 
Board on July 10 , 1943.. · 

W. C. CULLEY, Secret ar y 
Burgettstown, Pa . J1 

----V----

NOT ICE TO B I DDERS 

The H anover Township school 
· hoard -w-ill. r ec eive bids for the trans
porta tion of Pl\J;:il s as follows: Ro.ute 
1 ft·om Ba vi ngt on to Florence to Paris ; 
Route 2 from the Rock school dis
trict .to th·e P urdy school a nd. Stm·
geon school district to Florence. 

Also s·ealed! bids for th e furni sh
i n~ of c.oa l to the various school 
buildin·~s of the district bids for 

· ~cree ned and unscreened coal de
sired; all bids to · be in th'e1 h ands of 
th e Board by .Jul.y 3. The Board re
~erves the ri ght to r eject a ny or aJl 
bids. For Furt-her information c.all 
W· L. Savage, R . D. 2, Burgetts
town or Ernest Fresh~ater, R. D . 1, . 
Ha nlin Station. 

W. C. CUiLLEY, Sec'l'€Jta ry 
·Burgettstownn P a . J1 

----V----

Hanover Twp. School -Notice to Bidders 
Burgettstown Enterprise-June 17, 1943 Edition 



:Hanover T-alks Tell 
Of Improvements 
, To School System 
J When the new Hanover Town-· 
i ship elementary school on Route 
22 near Florence was dedicated 
last ·Friday evening, November 21,: 
Stanley A. W enger.t, d·irector o f 
teac'her ejuca<tion and certifica
tion Department of Public In
struction, Harrisburg, delivered 
the main address: 

Mr. Wengert commented upon 
the growth. {)f education faci1i<ties 
in Washington County in .the last 
century and a half. He referred to . 
a report of the state superintend
ent for 1877, whieh disclosed that 

. early school houses in Washingt{)n 
County were of rude construction 
having clapboard roofs, p a p e r 
windows, earthen floors, puncheon . 
seats and no chimneys. Saliaries . 
of teachers were about twelve dol
lars a month. He mentioned that 
Hanover Township was among 
those in Washington County ap 
proving the school law of 1834. The 
township agreed to share in . the 
first state appropriation of $2,397. -
73 issued in JIClnuary, 1835. 

"Up to 1848," Mr. Wengert 
s-t-ated, "the system of schools in 
Washington Courr.ty was very im
penect. The sch,ool houses w e r e 
bad- the teachers were of a very 
inferior kind, although in thi-s re
spect Washington County enjoyed 
the exceptional advantages to the 
greater par.t of .the start:e in !having 
two colleges, two female seminar
ies and several acadamies in good 
working condition, which afforded 
a better class of teachers t h a n 
were found elsewhere." 

Mr. Wengert admonished t h e 
citizens of Hanover Township to 
realize that even with oa modern, 
well equipped school, a good edu
ca·tion was not guaranteed .their 
children. The schoel board a n d 
parents should be ever vigilant 
that teacher . continue to stress not 
only facts, '<. 1t also faith, loyalty, 
character and the Golden Rule. 

W. H. Donaldson, super·in•tend
ent of Washington County Schools, 
chose for his topic for othe opening 
address, "Salvage Engineering". 
Mr. Donaldson reminded the as
sembly t<hat much had been "sal
vaged" from the past in erect·ing 
the beautiful new school, but that 
it really had been built for chil
dren who may be living in the 
last quarter of the cen<tury. 

Hanover Talks Tell of Improvements to School System 
Burgettstown Enterprise-November 27, 1952 Edition 



Miss Elsie Andrews, Hanover Township, teacher was honored by the Hanover PTA Tuesday evening, May 21, is shown with students of her 
first grade class. In this Enterprise picture are Joe Bittinger, Bruce Morgan, Sandy Peck, Miss Andrews, Gary Anderson and Anna M. Spetek. 

Miss Andrews and Pupils 
Burgettstown Enterprise-May 30, 1957 Edition 



~ Hanover Twp: Honors Miss Elsie Andrews 
.. For 37 Years Of Public School Teaching 

M is s Elsie Violet Andrews, I Present were friends and rela
te~er a t Hanover Township tives at whose reside,nces Miss An-
school, was honored May 21, at the 
P.T.A. meeting with a program 
titled "This Is Your Life" and the 
presentation of the Pennsylvania 
Congress cxf Paren-~s and Teachers 
Life Member$hip AWard. 
· Mrs. R. iL. Zickefoose, program 
chairman, and Mrs. Frank Neeley 
and Miss Paula Myers, patterned 
the pro1gram a·fter the TV se.ries 
"This Is Your Life". In the ab
sence of . Mrs. Zickefoose, Mr. 
Zickefoose acted as master of cer
emonies. 

Presentation of a corsa.ge of red 
and white carnations was made to 
Miss Andrews and James F. Arn
old, former student of the honored 
guest, sang "This . Is Yorur Life" 
accompanied by Mrs. Arnold at the 
pi:ano. 

Greeting lVI i ·s s Andrews in 
sequence were relatives, friends, 
ciassmates, students and teachers: 
Mrs. Betty Henderson, Aliqu.ippa, 
Mrs. Bertha Wyke, Carnot, Pa., 
and M:rs. Bessie Curley and Mrs. 
Rachel Perkins, Bur~e.ttstown, R. 
D. 1, sisters of Miss Andrews. Mrs. 
Grace Cooley Figley, Bur.getts
town, classmate a.t Dills & Cali
fornia STC. Mrs. Josephine Savage 
Tarr, Burgettstown R. D. 1, class
mate and eighth grade teacher a t 
DHl's School. Mrs. Hazel Suther
land Pettibon, classma.te at Mid
way NormaL Miss Jean McCTack
en, · Missionary in Hawaii, Bur
gettstown R. D . 1, student at Purdy 
school. 

drews boarded during her :long 
teaching career. 

Dean and Dennis Arnold, sons 
of Mr. and Mrs. James F. Arn'Old 
san.g "My Country 'Tjs of Thee", 
accompanied by Miss Paula My-
ers on 'the· piano. · 

Mr. Zickefoose gave a resume 
of the schools which Miss An
drews had t-aught during the past 
37 years. They we-re: Fu1ton 1918-
19, Do:aaldson 1919-21, Dills 1922 
and 1937-41, S·t urgeon 1933, But
ler 1924-28 ,and 1931-33, Purdy 
1934-36, Boyd 1936, Florence 1941-
52 and Hanover 1952-57. 

Mr. Zickefoose presented Miss 
Andrews wi-th Pennsylvania Con
gress of Parents and Teachers Life 
Membership A ward. Funds deriv
ed frOJlll Membership Award a-e
verts to Pennsylvania Student Aid. 

Miss Andrews received letters of 
congratulations and appreciation. 
Among mementos and gifts was 
preseritecl. an album, by her sisrters, , 
in which to keep rem.em:bran<:es of 
the occasion and a corsage of gar
denias from Mr. and Mrs. Dwight 
Harper and f;amily, Burgettstown, 
.R. D. 1. The Harpers are former 
students of Miss Andrews. 

Representing two generations of 
students present were James F. 
Arnold and sons Dean and James. 

A. party was held for the hon
oree in her home-room after the 
program. 

Hanover Twp. Honors Miss Elsie Andrews for 3 7 Years of Teaching 
Burgettstown Enterprise-May 30, 1957 Edition 
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Harmon Creek School 1944-1945 

First Row, L-R: Pearl Sentipal, Dick Stiffler, Unknown, Angela Schiavo, Arletta Baker, and 
Clarence West. 

Second Row, L-R: Ella Clay, Unknown, Margaret McGinnis, Georgia Ann Thomas, Ray 
Holland, Unknown, and Unknown. 

Third Row, L-R: Unknown, Geneveve Ginosky, Louise Peters, Andy Haba, Unknown, Ernest 
Cowden, and Angelo Strappazon Jr. 
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I BIG WORK UNDER WAY i 
1 TO PROVIDE FOR POOR 
I Women and Girls of Local Ternitor'y, 

Eng,age in Cannling Fruits 
In Aid of th.e Poor 

Girls o{ the Home Economic De
partment of the Hickory Vocational 

1 High School have pledged their ef
! forts in the canning of fruit and 
vegetables for Washington county's 
needy, according to Mrs. H. L . Pedi
cord, of Hickory, president of the 
Washington County Federation of 

1 Women's Clubs. 
i Women's clubs of the Federation 
. and Farm W omen have notified Mrs. 
Pedicord they will contribute sugar 
to aid the young women in their 
work. 

The canning movement is gaining 
impetus each day, it is said, with 
:aew groups of workers being organ-

! 
ized and many individila.ls aiding in 
the pmject. . 

Thursday has been designated 
canning day for Independence, West 
Middletown and Avella workers and 
for the Child Welfare organization at 
Washington. The Independence town
ship groups have been organized by 
Mrs. James W. Murdock. Mrs. A. M. 

1 Gardner is in charge of the canning. 
Groups in the Housto:a United Pres

byterian churph canned a large quan
tity of frnit and vegetables last week 
and are planning another canning 
bee. Members of the Ladies Aid 
Society of the Cross Roads church 
have pledged their· efforts and will 
do their first ca~ng some day this 

I 
week. The Frederick-town district has 
been organized by Mrs. David Cook 
and MrsJ McConnell. The Get-To
gether Club, of Eighty Four, has re-
quested additional containers, the 
members having scheduled s~veral 
canning bees. 

Similar work is being organized in 
Burgettstown and much interest is be
ing shown toward the movements. 

Big Work Under Way to Provide for the Poor 
RuroPth~tnurn Pnhllrnri4;:P-~PnhliTnhPr ?LI. 1 0'11 ~llwf-Wn...,. 



. INGLESIDE COMMENC EMENT. 

The corpmenceuient e;xercises of Ingle
side Academy were held in t,he Fi rst Un
ited P resbyteria n church of :Burgetts-. 
tow n on F riday evening, J une 28th . A 
large - ~·ncL app reciative audience was i'n 
attendance, and by their close atten tion 
at;d _hearty: appla·use, showed pl a inl y 

.I that they ·enjoyed the -exercises of t he 
evening. 

There -were five graduates- Misses 
Edna Miller arid Mary Botkin, B urget-ts
town ; Misses Mary t:lmith and Margaret 
Aiken, Bulger, and Mr,_ Ralph Woode, 
McDonaid, Pa. ·, 

The perfOI'mances of t h·e class we re of 
a high order of excellence. ~he e:;;say ~ 
by Misses Smitb ,Aiken; and Botki n w~tre 
well p repared and well read; ::VIr. Woods 
deli v.e red his orat.ion on ···Lincoln" in · 
I?asterly style; the prophecy, by Miss 
Mille t~, was strikingly origi nal and was 
enjoyed by all. · Each member of t he 
class was the recipient of a boquet of 
beautifur.flowers at the close of t heir per
for)llance. 

T he academy .was greatl y helped i·n 
its co·~'mericement exercises by Miss 
Blanche ·Kerr and Miss Mary Judson 
Ricldi]e-;ofBui·get tstown, anifl.Yffss· Adei ie · 
Wolfe Crooks, of McDona ld. Miss Kerr 
.i\;as in .es pecially good v~ice, and whi le 
she ·has- delig hted B urge ttst.own audi
ences before, yet never did she sing in 

la - n:iOI'e:-:pleas i.ng abel erlte r taining ~w~Y 
than on th is occasion. - She gave t wo se
lections, both. of,- wbicb were~ h igh ly ap
preciated. Miss Riddile appeared t wice 
on 'the program, and while the audience 
enjoyed her f irst n umber, y'e t they did 

.not appre_ciate it as m uch as her second 
mimber, " Qld Black J oe." Wi th th is 
n umber the audience' was gi vt;n a music
al treat such as t hey had 'se idom, if ever, 
nice ived . . Miss Crooks enterta ined the 
m;.9ience in a p.!easing manner by read-
. ' f " J , 

1
t_pg ro.m ~rome.' This was th e first 

I t tme t hat M!SS Crooks bad appeared be
' fo re a B u-rgettstown audience and sll e 
, qJftde a !llost favorable impress1on. She 

1
1 ·: ~1~~ a.. difficult se lection, having many 
d dncult characters in it, yet she was 
eqfui l ·to . t:he demaBds made upon her 

_ powe~s ,apd held the at ten tion of her 
aup.ienC,!l_::i or nearly an hour, and was 
freque.ritl y interrupted by bursts of ap· 
plause·. · If ever Miss Crpoks appears in 

_ Bu!;getts to~n as. a r eader again she may 

1 b¢·.s·ine of a warm we lcome . 
. ·· 'this first commencement . exercise of 
Ingleside Academy certain ly augurs· well 
for the futu.re of the school. Dr. Cum
mings and Prof. Moore can certa inly fee l 
grati fied with the resul t of t heir work . 

: IN'GLE'liDE ACA.DEMY . . 

Dir!lct ors Hold a. Me e ting and _ ~lrganize a.t 

~-!~d }~urg~ttstown. ,'ltf f!) / 
- . Th~ am:ctors of Ingleside academv . 

new located in .Burgettstown met a~d 
prganized_ last Tuesday eveni~c7 bv t he 
e·Iection .of Dr. N:esbit as _ president ; W. 
E..:, :&tcO~rdy , secretary, and J . . W. Me· 
Nary,. t're!'\SUre~. The remaining memters 
of the board are the Rev . . Dr. _ .Ca~r cio, 
~e': .•. Mr. Caldwell, , Rev. ·Mr .. Kerr, Dr 
}:3otkin; Dr. Riddile J. -L. Patterson, Bon. 
,T. M. P~tter~on, Nem --puiioan; ·:Frimk ·L· 
Andre:w:s, Tboma_s' · Abklespri ·· and Alb~rt 

,, lv.I!lFa,rland. ~· Much busini;JBS :was tra r;E ~ . 
( _sc~ed by_the bo,ar~ anq the BQademv was 
f pu~· upon a pr9per fj.aan~iaLoasis. :,- The. 
L peon!~ of t~e town :,and '_communitv, have 
taken a gre·at interest in~ this movement . 
and ar.jl_leaving !fOthing und,one t·hat will · 
msurj:! · .the :~uc9~ss of ,the a·ooooL The 
prospecte ar'e for a lar~er attendance fo:t 
the ,fall term, which . opens. oeptember 9 
at 9 a. · ~· --:-l\;t:cD_.:~nald Outloo~. · •. 

The fall term of Ingleside acaaem y 1ri ll 
open in Burget.t.stown op September nth . 
The instructorE are Rev. P .. J. Cummings, 
D. D., and \Viil L. l\1oore, A. B., who 
will be assisted by l\Iiss Arielle Wolfe 
CrookE, tl'!acher of elocution, and :oriss 
Florenee Cum mings, teacher of mus ic. 

Ingleside Academy 



First U. P. Cf1urch, Burgettstovvn, Po., June 20, 1901. 

Invocation-Rev. Percy H. Gordon. 

"My Love is Like a Red, Red Rose," Hastings 

Essay, 

Miss Blanche Kerr. 

"The Founders of Our Nation'' 
Miss Mary Smith. 

Essay, "The Character of tbe Puritan" 
Mi!:s Margaret Aiken. 

{(Old Black Joe,'' S. B. Mills 

Essay, 

Oration, 

Miss Mary Judson Riddile. 

'·'rhe Yankee" 
Miss Mary Botkin. 

"Abrahnm Lincoln" 
Ralph \Voods. 

"My Little Love," Hawley 
Miss Bhwche Kerr. 

Prophecy, 
Miss S. Edna Miller. 

Readings From "Jerome," - Mary E. \Vilkins 
P,nt r-Cbaritv and Pride. 
Part 2--Pride and Povertv. 
Part 3-Preparations for the Funeral. 
Part 4-The Mourm:rs. 
Jla1·t 5-.~ Child's Responsibility. 
Part 6-An Eve>nt in the Vill:age Stm·e. 
Part 7--A Rebuff. 
Part 8-Lucinda's Party. 
Part 9-A Proud Lover. 
l art ro-A Meeting and a Parting. 

(Music) 
Part 1 1-The ·wanderer's Return. 
Part 12-Misfortune. 
Part 13-A Legacy and a Decision. 
Part q-A Miser's End. 
Part 15-The Triumph of Love. 

MISS ARIELI.,E \VoLFE CROOKS 

Address to Class, 
Presentation of Diplomas, -

vV. L. Moore 
P. J. Cumminzs 

Ingleside Academy-June 23, 1901 Commencement Program 
First United Presbyterian Church, Burgettstown, PA 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 
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10Stl"tufn ~f Flo e ce The Friday session adjourned
til U ' r n about 10:30 to meet again at90'cll)ck

the following morning.
The teachers of Hanovertownship At about 9:30 Saturday morning

held an institute in the upper room Miss BurDS opened the second ses-
of the Florence school buildin~rFri- sion of theiostitnte by reading the
day and Saturday, Febrnar)' 12th 13th chapter of, first ..Corinthians.
and 13th. In spite of muddy roads The soog"America"was then snnlt.
aod a dark, foggy niltht the seats of Miss Buros, Miss Boyce and Miss
the school were ~lled and a few Denny saolt"The Keystone State"
were standiog. Seven of the town. and received a generous round of
ship teacbere were in attendance. I
Th M" N I' B apl'> aURe., .'
., ey were •.•lsses e he oyce, The first talk was "Tardiness aod

Anna Palmer,Janet Denny and Her- R' I At d "b 'N II'
tha Burns and Messrs. W.C. McDon.egu ar ten ance y e teBoyce. Miss Boyce. named the fol-
nell, ,Lawrence Bable and, Louis lowing causes for tardinf'ss and ir.
Dussere.' reg'Ular attendance: (1) Bad roads,

The Friday evening session be- which prevent children's reaching
gan about 8 p. m. Louis Dussere, school on time or gettinlt there at
the teacher of the Florence scbool all. (2) Carelessness among th~ pu-
was chostn chairman of the meet- pils. (3) Poor circumstances of the
ing.The prO'fJ'am began with a parents. The morning exercises
soog, "Old Black joe"'by fiv.e girls 'should be made so interesting that
of the primary room at Florence. A the pupiIswill perfer Itoing to
selectio~ entitled "Pigs is Pigs" school to stayilur at home. ,
wa~, read by 1.?uis Dussere. Reci •. , The nexttalk"Th,e ;PrimaiyChi~d"
tatlonswere given by the fo1Iowing: was by Bertha Bluns. She spoke of
Frank Savage, who recited "The the need of keeping primary pupils
Wayward, Son;" Leonard Savage, bUl!lY. This bUl!lvwork should not
who reCi!ed "Jane Jones," both of always be work' for smalI chit,dren
whom wer~ compeIled to respond to ~iie of work easily and they require
erc9res, and Bertha Butns, who re. Jl large amonnt of play. Teach the
Cited "Mrs. Tommv Atkins." A dia- child to be obedient, she said. for it
logue entitlf'd ,. 'The First' Shave" is easier to teacb a primary child, to

,was acted bv Charlf's LyonR" Wrii<l bbey than to te-achan ac;lvanced pu-
Reed,Lora,~ntter and Berth~ Rnrns:pil obedience .. Sbe spoke;of the,bad

,There were four talks by teachers, nJanners of some pupils. some of
-",Teachi"~ of EngHtlh" by Janet whom address old people by the
Denn:v; "Teaching Mora'le in tbe first name; never think of lIaying
Schoolroom';" by Anna-M; Palmer; "Thank you" for a faKor; and rude-
"The Advanced Pupil" by LOllis Iy interrupt each 'other:
DnsSf're. am' a talk by W. C. Mc. Lawrence Bable spoke next on the
Donnell. Mr. McDonnell Ilrlred the subject "Partiality in the School.
teacherR to hold more such meet- room." -Partiattty, said he, mtians I
in~s. Hf'aovanced the statenient an unreaeonllblefavor or dislike.
that thf' Ranover township Rchools There are many favors shown c'hil.
wereinff'rior,to those in' adjoinin~ dren which are not unrf'asonable
townshipR and stated tha.t' it was but necessary.-; If any favors. are
hill bf"1if'f that the teacht-rs and the ilhown,itoulthtto be to the c1~ll1est
parent" wt-re largely to blame: He' ''pupils who have the mosttronble to
ur~ed 11 oon the parf'nts to illterest "g,at" a lel!lson and consf'qltently
thf'msf'lvPA mor,e ,in.'the schools and, Deed favors the most. Prizes are a
to bp. Sltrf' of t/1eir ...ground before great ",ay to stir up disturbancea in
condemning- a,teacher. schoolrooms. .

The subj ••cts, "Teaching 'of Read- :, Tn~ 8Ubif'ct,~'The DuH Pupil" and
in2""and "Ventilati9n in the School. _Whl~penn~ were opened for, gen.
room," were then opened for lZ'f'ner. era1..dlscusRloDl}nd, responded to
al'discussion. W.C. McDonnel1, Ber- by Bf'rthn Burns, Lawrence .Bable,
tha Bnrns, Blanche Fnllerton, Leon- Mr@.E. O.Fpl1f'rton and Loms.Dus.
Ard Sava,cre, Dt-. J. Jl. ,Ir-win, E. O. R~re. The watch,!,ord fOTa dnl1 pn.
Fullerton and LawreDceBable re- pll should hI' patience, everlashnj;!"
sponded. Mr. McDonnell stated that pa.tienC?f",•••aid l\!T. Bab~e. Of whi!lp-
parents should reall top~pils in enng, 1t w~s said that 1t Should, be
their homeR. The 'question was forbidden In. !lome c;alOf'sbitt not al.
raiRf'd, "Wh~t if the parents arepollr waYIl. hilt 1~ .forbldded, the Tule
rf'aders?" George Crf'i Il'hton pTompt. shon!d be stnctly adhf'red to. '
,Iv Raid: "Do the beRt YOIlcan." Mr. , A question hox was then openelt
McDonnell 8RAented to this, saying and twoql1f'Rtions Wf'r~ offered.
thf' occaRiona Wf'rf'nnmerons in the Thev wf're"Row can Ikef'o primary
Rchoolroom ,in which, the. 'tf'Rcllf"rs pnpilR' tOlZ'f'thf"rand lZ';Vf'justice to
mnAt '''''0 the beAt Y011,~an." Dr. IT- ~ach of 'them?" and "How, can J
Win 'ARkel1'thf" qltl>~tioJ;"14What iA a per"llarlf' oarf"ntR to, vie.it the
Itood reaiter?" "Two alllOWf'TRwffte pchoollO?" Neither question was an.
S!"ivf'n. Mr. McDollflelJ Raifl Jh.Rt ,a ,!"werpl1-'with. absolnte. Ratitlfaction.
gool1 rf'adel" was one_,whocouid 'jZ'P.t,Thf' diAclll'llOi:On.of the n"•.•t hTOUltht
anil S!"ive the th011lrht irom thf" forth thllt it was practically impoR.
orint ••" f)lIge and Dr. Irwin addt>d pOlOihleto kpf"p a primRrv clatls tl').
thllt hiR idea of a ~ood 'rf'aeler waR, lZ'ether'in'a rtlral Rchoot. No IIpf'cific
nfle that conld render' a selection' an5lwt>rwa!'l made to the 8f'colld, a
jnAt RRthe original speaker or writ-' ,PltgVPRtion ht>inll' made, how('ver,
er would have done, ',.,. that bY,speakin~ to parents pers(\n.1

-----ally the teachf'Ts mijl'ht prevail upon
some to visit. The meetinlZ' adjourn-
,ed at 11:30 a. m. "

•••
Institute at Florence

The Burgettstown Call-February 18, 1915 Edition



The Lee School and other nostalgia 
By Kathryn Campbell 51-
For The Enterprise 

The Lee family bad been in 
Cross Creek Country since 1790, 
the year that Hugh Lee Sr. came 
and settled on a tract of land ad
joining Cross Creek Village. Part of 
this land remains in the Lee name. 
Hugh Lee and his wife, Mary 
Elliott, according to most records 
of the family, came to America 
from Ireland about five years after 
the tragic wreck of "The Faithful 
Steward," in which about forty
four members of the Lee family 
perished. Other records state that 
Hugh and Mary were survivors of 
the shipwreck. The former theory, 
however, is more accepted, be
cause when they arrived on Amer
ican soil, they had brought all of 
their children with them, some of 
them grown. These had all been 
born in Ireland. 

From out of the past.. .. 

The Hugh Lee family settled on 
a t ract of land that had been 
patented to Robert Rutherford on 
Dec. 23, 1779. The Lee land totaled 
365 acres. On this land they erected 
a log house and barn where their 
great- . grea t-, great-grandson. 
Thomas Burns Lee, now lives. This 
was also later the home of their 
son, Hugh Lee J r., and his wife, the 
former Hannah Orr. 

Grandson William Lee soon took 
charge of the farm and married 
Jane Craig. This William bore the 
title, "Major," due to his connec-

PEARL CASSIDY, TEACHER, 1910 class at Lee School. Two of the Lee family, brothers Montford and 
lester, were pupils this year. Montford is shown front row, left. Twin brother lester. next. with two fingers 
to his chin. Miss Cassidy is on the right. fi rst row. 

tion with the local militia. Major 
Lee later erected an elegant brick also has a place in the Lee story. 
house of Greek revival design on One daughter, Mary, was known as 
another part ofthe farm. Their son, '·Pretty Polly.'' She was also lost. 
Walter Craig Lee, married One of the Lee geanealogists, how
Thomasine Buchanan, and the ever, bas taken the Lee family back 
.Major thellbuilt anothedlouse..for thirty gel]_e~~-on th· 
them, this time again on the edge of later. 
Cross Creek Village. This house is Today's Lee, referring to those 
now (1994) owned by Bill and of the last hundred or so years, 
Jackie Kidd. Three golden wed- have left a legacy of which to be 
ding celebrations have been ob- proud. One such legacy was the Lee 
served in this house. A daughter-in- schoolhouse, built on Lee land near 
law, Marian Stockton Lee, com- the border of Jefferson and Smith 
posed a poem for this occasion, townships. Although no remnant of 
which is still a treasured memor- the building remains, many who 
abilia of the Lee family. have attended this one-room insti-

Lee descendants go on from all tution of learning have memories 
branches into all parts orthe world. they have passed down to their 
Most families had many children. children. 
who have found their places in all Lee School closed to classes in 
walks of life. One son of Hugh and 1928. The length of ti me it operat
Mary Elliott Lee was William, born ed and educated the children of the 
in 1767. He married Jane Elliott countryside is unknown. It no 
(relationship to Mary Elliott not doubt opened shortly after the 
known) after they had come to Public School Law went into effect 
America. He apparently had be- in 1834. It was schools such as this 
come betrothed to Jane in Ireland. where the basics of education were 
He went back across the mountains taught. Poems were learned, quota
on horseback to meet her when she lions were memorized. the Bible 
arrived about 1792. was read, ·'singings" were held, 

William and Jane soon moved to spelling bees were fun and games 
Brooke County, W.Va. Here they were played with the teacher as a 
became charter members of Three participant. 
Springs Church. William was When the term ended in the 
elected a ruling elder of the congre- spring, it was with reluctance that 
galion, which worshipped in the good byes were said. The following 
hewn log church. He and Jane be- is from a 1914 souvenir booklet of 
came strong pillars in this historic Lee School. It was the priceless 
church, and they remained in Hoi- possession given by a Lee School 
idays Cove the rest of their lives. teacher of that year, M.M. Todd. to 
William, prior to 1812, accompan- another teacher of another gener
ied the Rev. Elisha McCurdy, the ation, the late Marion 0. Butler. 
first pastor at Three Springs. on a The pennant on the fro nt cover 
mission to the Indians at Sandusky, reads. "There is no wealth like unto 
in- the interest of the Board of knowledge. Thieves cannot steal 
Trust, of which he had been ap- it." 
pointed by the Synod in 1806. A letter inside the cover reads, 

The Lees may look back much "My Dear Pupil: Swiftly has run 
farther than 1785. when James Lee the tide of time since our term be
and his wife, Isabella Boscawen gao, and now we have reached its 
(Bos-q uain) Lee. were lost, with close. Ln parting from you, I cannot 
most of their children, in the ship- express the love and esteem I bear 
wreck. It is believed that all except you. Our mutual labors and friend
Hugh. who remained in Ireland un- ships formed will proudly live in 
til 1790, were lost. The "James" our memories. That time may deal 
that escaped the watery death was gently with you, is the earnest wish 
possibly a grandson. His history of, Your Teacher." 

The "title page" reads: LEES 
PUBLIC SCHOOL District No. 5, 
Jefferson Twp., Washington Co., 
Pa., M.M. TODD, Teacher; Prof. 
L.R. Crumrine, Co. Supt. 

chnol.._Offieet:s:..B.M.....Wheeter, 
Pres.; F.M. Barber, Sec.; J.F. 
McClurg, Treas.; J.H. Murcbland, 
G.L. Sutherland. 

Pupils are listed as: Kathrine 
Bertha Bruner, John Jacob Bruner, 
Marie Elizabeth Bruner, Edna 
Nancy Bruner , Alice Vance 
Bruner, Lillian Malinda Curry, 
Hugh Montford Lee, Harry Lester 
Lee. Charles Rea Lee, John Lee 
Fosler, Raymond Vance Foster, 
F loyd Leroy Riddle, Lawrence 
Hodge Riddle, Helen Burgett 
Riddle, Rolla Alonzo Walker. 

No ra Elsie Walker, Hazel 
Ophelia Walker, Grace Isabelle 
Walker, )laney Elizabeth Walker, 
W. Arthur Johnston. Helen Leola 
Johnston. Lloyd Russell Pyle, Lena 
Fiarella, Annie Fiarella, Louis 
Cereso, Bruno Cereso and Ida 
Cereso. 

The content of the booklet is 
mainly a poem entitled, "School 
Days:· 

'Twas autumn when our school 
resumed and russel were the 
leaves. 

The stately corn was tassel 
plumed and ripened were the 
sheaves. 

And quickened with vacations 
rest resolved our best to do . 

We ETitere<l-sc oul\\ith grel!t!f"" 
zest than hitherto we knew 

And glad we were our males to 
meet, our good old times review. 

Our teachers sunny smile to 
greet and all our love renew. 

Oh! Widely then we oped our 
eyes to our next holiday. 

When we should eat the pump
kin pies of glad Thanksgiving Day. 

And too. we saw the lengthened 
ray of Bethlehem's bright star 

That ushered in the Christmas 
day reOected from afar. 

Oh! Swill the time has fled away, 
as fleeting as the rose, 

Since school began its op'ning 
day till now its day of close. 

But we've improved and felt the 
glow of progress truly made 

And feel indeed how much we 
owe our teachers kindly aid. 

So heres regards to each and 
all, our sweet farewells till when 

Our school bell rings its cheery 
call, and brings us back again. 

The Lee School and other Nostalgia ... From Our Past (pg.1) 
The Enterprise-October 26, 1994 Edition 



LEE SCHOOL CLASS of 1898-99, with M.E. Curry, teacher. Back row, fifth from left, John Walker (Mary Riddile's uncle); sixth from left, 
Motlena Walker Dimit (Mary's mother); 10th from left, Bess Walker Lee (Mary's aunt ). Mary Riddile lives in Eldersville. Eleventh from left, 
Harry Noah. Front row, second from left, Myrtle Sutherland; eighth from left, Leland Sutherland. 

The Lee School and other Nostalgia ... From Our Past (pg.2) 
The Enterprise-October 26, 1994 Edition 



LITT~E CHANGE NOTED 
IN REPORT OF SCHOOLS 

The reports of Smith township Miss Bigger .................... 15 .... 99 .......... 12 
gra;de •Schools an.d Union high school Miss Bnyd ..................... ... 15 ... . 90 ........ .. 11 
for December s1how little change over Miss Sea·bright ......... ... ..... 18 .... 84 .......... 13 
'the month of November. The percent- Miss Danielson ................ 15 ... . 94 .......... 11 
I age of tardine•ss is slightly hig;he1· in Miss Daudet .............. ...... :L2' .... 82 .......... 8 
, both se!hool systems, but perfect at-' Miss Riley ......... ............... 14 ... ,9<1.. ........ 10 
'I tendance improved. Miss Grable ............... .. ... 24 .... 96 .... 2 .. .. 14 

In the following reports the· figures Sixth Grade ---
in the first column give i;he number Mis·s Burkett .................... 34 .... 94 .......... 22 
of pupils enrolled; the second column Mr. Harris ........................ 34 ... . 98 .......... 27 
shows average attendance; the third Miss F . DeBrakeleer .... 32 .... 95 .......... 26 

1 column shows the number of pupils ~1iss Sullivan .................... 29 .... 93 ......... . 24 
1 tardy, and the fourth column gives Mrs. Stone·r .................... ,29 .... 89 .......... 16 

the number of students• making per- Miss Dodds .......... .......... 17 .... 90 .... 1.. .. 8 
feet attendance records: Mis•s Bigger ................... . 26 .... % .......... 13 

SMITH l'OWNSHIP Miss Seabright ................ 13 .... 95 ....... .. . 12 
First Grade Miss Danielson ................ 27 .. .. 95 .......... 18 

M. w 1 h 35 86 18 Miss Grable .................... 29 .. .. 96 .... 2 .... 20 
ISS e c .................... .... .......... Sev enth Grade 

Miss McPeak .................... 20·····85·· "··· .. ·14' M;is•s Zediker .................... 25 .. .. 96 .... 3 .... 18 
Miss Felch .................. ...... l5 .... ?8 .......... 5 Miss A. DeBra.keleer .... 28 .... 94.. .. 1.. .. 22 
Miss L. Coltery•ahn ........ 31.. .. 89- ........ 2.1 Mr. Robertson ................ 27 .... 96 ........ .. 21 
Mrs. Keys ........................ 8··100 ......... . 2 Mr. Dunbar ............. .. .......... 7 .... 98 ... ... .... 6 
Miss Boles ........................ l4 .. .. 90 .. ........ 10 Mr. Mulholland ................ 2.2! .... 96 ........ .. 13 
Miss E. King ...... .. ..... ....... 10 .... 82 .......... 5 Mr. Nethercoat ................ 11.. .. 90 .... .. .... 7 
Miss Coo•ley .................... 24 .... 95 .......... 16 M B 15 99 13 
Second Grade r. urns ........................ · .... .. ...... .. 
M' Bl · 28 93 16 Mr. Hall ............................ 27 .... 93 .. .. 2 .... 17 

ISs air .... .................... ..... .... ...... M.r. Wiley .. ...................... 33 .... 97 .... 2 .... 19 
Mi•s•s L. Palin .. .. .. .............. 25 .... 75 ........... 8 Eighth Grade 
Miss McCord .................... 3<2' .... 87 ......... ·17 Mrs. Kharas .................... 25 .... 96 .......... 17 
Miss Felch .. ...................... 19 .. .. 82 · .. . 1.. .. 9 Mr. Malone ........................ 25 .... 98 .......... 20 
Mis•s Colteryahn ............ 22 .... 95 .......... 15 Mr. Proudfit .................... 29 .. 100 .......... 28 
Mrs. Keys ...................... .. 3 .... 97 .. ....... . 1 Mr. Butler .......... .. ............ 29 .. .. 94 .......... 24 
Miss Boles ........................ 15 .. .. 89 .......... 10 Mr. Critchlorw ................ 30 .... 93 .......... 21 
Mis& E. King ................. .. . 15 .... 91.. ...... .. 10 Mr. Dunbar .. .. .............. .. 13 .. .. 97 .. ..... .. . 10 
Miss M. R. Blair ............ 2-8 .... 98 .......... 24 M M lh ll d 19 97 14 
Third Grade r. tU 0 an .... .. . T . .. · .... .. ...... .. 

M' M N 36 89 22 Mr. Net!hercoat ................ 11 .... 89 .......... 9 
f .Iss ~ •ary .................... .... .......... Mr. Burns ......................... 11. ... 96 .......... 10 
Miss Buneman .... .. ........ .. 28 .... 87 ......... . 16 Mr. Wiley .... .. .................. 21.. .. 97 .......... 15 
Mis·s Mull ........................ 27 .... 98 .......... 14 Total ................ 1816 .... 91..19 .. 1021 
Miss Dold ........................ 18 .... 93 .......... 15 
Miss Y'()ung .................... 25 .. 100 .......... 12 UNION HIGH SCHOOL 
Mrs. Key·s .............. .. .. ...... 2 .... 81.......... Ninth Grade 
Miss Farrar ..................... 9 .... 92 .. ........ 6 Mr. Lawther .................... 55 .... 9.2 .. 11 .... 19 
Mis•s Ralston .................... 28 .... 98 ...... .. .. 19 Mr. Fee .................. .......... 2-9 .... 95 .. 10 .... 7 
Miss Moore .................... , ... 2'8 .... 95 .......... 23 Mls·s Davis ........................ 32 .... 96 .... 2 .... 25 
Miiss Hall ........................ 27 .. .. 62 ........ .. 8 Md1ss Lee ....................... : .... 22 .... 94 .... 6 .... 11 
Fourth Grade Miss '\Verner .................... 17 .... 98 .. .. 1.. .. 12 
Miss Whalen .................... 56 .... 93 ...... .... 48 Mr. Welch ......................... 73 .... 95 .. 20 .... 5·4 
Miss McKenzie ................ 34.: .. 85 .... : ..... 24 i.enth Grade 
Mi•s•s B. Burns ................ 39 .... 92 .......... !16 Mr. Teare ........................ 38 .... 95 .. 18 .... 7 
Miss Dold ........................ 18 .... 80 .......... 8 Mr. Ki€fer ........................ 39 .... 96 .. 25 .... 17 
Miss Young .................... 15 .... 90 .......... 10 Mis·s Maurhoff ......... ...... .41.. .. 98 .... 1.. .. 19 
Miss Boyd ........................ 27 .... 90 .......... 16 Miss Hoge ........................ 63 .... 95 .. 10 .... 47 
Mrs. Keys ........................ 6 .... 99 ......... .. 2 Eleventh Grade 
Mis·s Farrar ............. .. ..... 1-5 .... 84 .......... 7 Miss Smith ........................ t5 .... 97 .. 24.. .. 215 
Miss Daudet .................... 24 .... 97: ......... 19 Mr. Reed ............................ 36 .... 97 .... 6 .... 14 
Miss RHey ....................... .40 .. .. 94 .......... 29 Mrs. J·ones ... ..................... 34 .... 95 .... 2 .... 20 
Fifth Grade Twelfth Grade 
Miss McGregor ................ 50 .... 95 .. ........ 34 Mi•s·s CrUii.kshank ........... .48 .... 92 .. 12 .... 19 
Miss McBurney ................ 37 .... 91.. .. 2 .... 2G'I Mr. Tennyson .... ............ 28 .... 84..13 .... 3 
Mi•ss· K. Colteryahn ....... .40 .... 87 .. ........ 27 · Mis·s Scott ........... .. .. ......... 32 .... 97 ... . 8 .... 7 

. Miss Dodds .................... 13 .. .. 96 .... 5 .... 8 J Total ................ 625 .... 96 .... 169 .. 306 

Little Change Noted in Report of Schools 
Burgettstown Enterprise-January 9, 1935 Edition 



Vera Bruno Crowned Madonna Queen 

Vera Bruno,$econdfrom · 
right, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Henry Bruno, East 
Market street., Burgetts
town, is shown with her 
::ourt as she reigned as 
:he 1963 H o m e c o m i n g 
Q u e e n of Madonna high 

school at the Madonna- Bis
hop D o n a h u e game two 
weeks ago. 

Others in the photo, from · 
left to right, are William 
D' Alesio; Judy De C o 11 o, 
last years queen; and Max 
Liejewski. 

Vera Bruno Crown Madonna Queen 
Burgettstown Enterprise-October 31, 1963 Edition 



McDonald class of 1941 
McDonald High School class of 1941 held its 55th class reunion Aug. 24 at the Ai rport Marriott Hotel. Thirty-two attended, including 24 
graduates. Master of ceremonies was Lee Cameron. Hazel Varney offered the invocation. An informal evening was enjoyed, visiting and 
reminiscing about "the good old days." Door prizes were awarded to several. No definite plans were made for another reunion but all 
were hopeful there would be one. This was the largest class in McDonald High School, with 81 members. First .row, from left, Donal 
Galbraith , Barbara Ceyrolles Galbraith, Barbara Hallam Turner, Paul Schons and Jeanette Carter Logan. Second row, Lee Cameron, 
Charlotte Phillips Batie, Mary McCarnes Valentour, Nancy Mclaughlin Bell , Hazel Hammerly Varney, Thelma Hall Oden, Ralph Daudet, 
George Maley and LaVerne Ritchie Jamison. Third row, Paui'Bowen, Helen Smith Batie, Marshall Hyser, Rosemary Supinski Mahalchak, · 
Joseph McWreath, Ann Alamovich Marmagin, Louis Valentour, Betty Hooker Livingston, Nancy Carter Watson and Emile Dumas. 

McDonald Class of 1941 
The Record-Enterprise-October 2, 1996 Edition 



McDONALD HIGH SCHOOL BAND ABOUT 1950. 

McDonald Record-Outlook, Centennial Edition-July 16, 1986 



DIPLOMAS ARE GIVEN 
MIDWAY HIGH: GRADS 

Class oif Seventeen Seniors are 
Awarded Certificates at 

Closi ng Exercises 

Congressman Henry W. Temple, of 
Washington, delivering the commence
ment address at final graduating exer
cises for the class of 17 seniors at 
Midway high sehool Monday I?Vbning, 
stressed the fact that the graduates 
had not completed the final step in 
life's battle, but that they had de
veloped a better faculty fo r coping 
with future problems. Dr. Temple 
spoke along the lines of education, ex
plaining what it mean~ in the develop
ment of the mind, ra ther than the ac
cumulation of a few facts. 

The exer cises were held in the 
Center United Presbyterian church. 
Following an overture and the proces
sional by the Midway high school 
orchestra, the Rev. J. H. Hanson, 
pastor of the Midway Baptist church, 
offered the invocation. 

Alice Capuder, as salutatorian, and 
Harry Weaver, as valedictorian, de-

l livered the class addresses . A quartet 
composed of Sarah Aiken, LaVelle 
Gardner, Glenn Aiken, and Walter 
Ralston, sang. Anna Mary Russell 
gave a reading, and Howard Ferguson 

I 
played a violin solo . 

Following Dr. Tempe's address 
diplomas were presented to the gran
nates by Principal Harry Tennyson. 
The Rev. C. L. Peacock, pastor of the 
Midway Methodist Church, pronounc
ed the benediction. 

The following received diplomas: 
Glenn Aiken, Sarah Aiken, J oseph 
Aiken , Harry Bell , Alice Capuder, 
Mary Campbel'J , H owar d Ferguson , La
Velle Gar dner , Eleanore Gilbert, Edna 
Rohde, Anna Mary Russell, R ena 
Ra.ab, Walter Ralston, Harry W eaver, 
Molly Sro1ovitz, Ar thur Holland, and • 
Anna Licker. 

Midway High School 
Seventeen Graduates 

Burgettstown Enterprise- June 4, 1931 Edition 
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H. F. JONES, MAGICIAN 
and the 

WEIRTON STEEL OUA.RTET 
will appear at the 

Midway High School Auditorium 

THURSDAY, MARCH 31 af"8 O'clock 
The public is invited to attend 

~ · Adults-60c Children-35c 

Midway High School 
Burgettstown Enterprise-March 17, 1949 Edition 



Midway High School all-class reunion 
\ ' 

1 Midway High School recently held an all-class reunion. Classmates who attended were, 
front row, from left, John C. Smith, Mim Dowler Loffert, Emma Foley Johnston, Ray John
ston, Bob Daudet, Eugene Lukan, Dale Bish, Lloyd Holland and Roger Turk; second row, 
Charlotte Tigner, Elmer Brown, Adine Freeville, Bob DeBlander, Gerry Lefevere Dow ler, 
Marion Cagnon McKean, Jim McKean, Vera Felton Miller, Doris Sawhill, Clarence Brock· 
man, Harry Clark, Dave Ullom, Jim Clark, Frank Lauff, Ruth Lamb, Becky Campbell Michal· 

'·· ka and Frances Pershina Palmer; third row, Sharon Herman, Naomi Campbell Ruschel!, 
1 Dick Dowier, Gloria Baldigowski, Marlene Kramer Richey, Betty Pershina Foley, Anita Ash· 

more, Anna Marie Rupnik, Hope Carlton Tacy, Carol Struth Smith, Suellyn Nourigate Lu
kan, Shirley Homitz Golonka, Mary Lou Weber Leipold, Marlene Skinner Dunks, Vic Zarka, 
Jean Lang Baird, Rose Marie Lauff Ludwin, Mary Frances Martin Cataney, Dave Kunkle, 
Betty Jean Hlavay Phillips, Jean Smith Bish, Edna Lang Bain and Bob Bennett; fourth row, 
Ed Dobrowolski, Put Foley, Frances Rupnik, Darlene Cummins Smith, Donna Henderson 
Marburger, Tom Kelly, Irene Lukan Kelly, Ron Lukan, John Baldigowski, Kathleen Cochran 
Zimbicki, Ralph Parkinson, Dave Murphy, Ed Rupnik, Neil Washington, Carl Rupnik, Bob 
Aiken, Walter Phillips and ~ayne Fullertoj" · 

Midway High School all-class reunion 
Observer-Reporter-September 19, 2014 Edition 



Midway High School-Midway, PA 
1926-1927 School Year 

James F. Standish (Sr.) his junior year. He is standing at the extreme right in the back row. 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



Midway High School-Midway, PA 
1926-1927 School Year 

James F. Standish (Sr.) his junior year. He is to the right of the big window post in the third row, 
his hair is parted in the middle. 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



Midway School-Room 4 
Midway, PA 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



Midway reunion 
·~ 

Midway High School class of 1940 recently gathered at the Tonidale Landmark Inn for ~ 
its annual reunion. Front row, from left, Ruth Daudet Mumper, Jean Campbell Tucker, 
Hilda Felton Cauchie, Sara Glass Hopper, Mary Nation Pierrard Multon, Dorothy 
Bamford Pledger. Second row, Thomas Young, Clarence Brockman,. Elmer Brown, John 
Bish, Robert Kunkle, George Pavlich. •1 

1940 Midway High School Reunion 
The Record-Enterprise-1998 Edition 



PROGRAMME 
-OF THE-

T\\TE~~TY--FOUR TH ANNUAL 

COMMENCEMENT 

MOUNT PLEASANT TOWNSHIP 

VOCATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL 

1939 

High School Auditorium 

1939-Mount Pleasant Commencement Program (Pg. 1) 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



BACCALAUREATE SERVICE 

Sunday Evening, May Twenty-eighth, Eight O'clock 

HYMN-"Softly Now the Light of Day" 

INVOCATION 

ANTHEM-

Sc RIPTURE READING-

SERMON 

ANTHEM-

BENEDICTIO)l 

Miss Lois .Acheson 
Mrs. John Bed illion 
Mrs. vV. K. Bedill ion 
Miss Flora Carl isle 
M iss Ellen McCalmont 
Mrs. J. L. McCarrell 
Miss Florence Retzer 
:Mrs. H . C. \Varne 

Rev. R. L. Stevenson 

Rev. Charles H. Rasel 
Pastor, The Bethel Luther:m Church 

Canton, Ohio 

CHOIR 

Rev. C. S. Thomas 

"\V. M. Campbell 
J. R. Henderson 
G. A . Hoop 
A. C. Laing 
D. T. McAll ister 
L. A. ?\1cCalmont 
C. S. Thomas 
P.R. T homas 

Pianist, l\1arcia '\Vestlake Hassler 

CLASS NIGHT PROGRAM 

Monday Evening, May Twenty-ninth, Eight O'clock 

1939-Mount Pleasant Commencement Program (Pg. 2) 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



COMMENCEMENT PROGRAM 

'Vednesclay Evening, May Thirty-first, Eight O'clock 

PROCESSIOKAL 

I NVOCATION 

Cr.Ass PRESIDEYr's ADDRESS 

ORATION 

Rev. C. S. Thomas 

Ralph Woods 

J\.1argaret C enderelli 

SoLo Ferna Young Kuhn 
"Danny Boy" F1·ed E. W eatherley 

IVlrs. Thom::ts E. Trimmer, Accompanist 

ORATION Gretta Scott 

P RESEXTATJON OF DIPLOMAS A. C. Stamy 

Ferna Young Kuhn 
Pearl G. Cm-ran 

SoLo 
"Life" 

i\ DDREss-"The Amei·ican \Vay" The Honorable Howard Vv. Hughes 
Judge in the Courts of \Vashington County 

\Vashington, Pennsylvania 

J3 E KEDICTION Rev. C. S. Thomas 

HONOR ROLL 
Gretta Scott 

:\1argaret Cenderelli 

Pr-esirlen t 
Fice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 

Sarah Paxton 
Frances T onesi 

Barbara Bedillion 
Dorothy Martin 

Evelyn Morgan 
Betty \Vhite 

CLASS OFFICERS 
Ralph \Voocls 

James Dallmeyer 
Gretta Scott 

Bettie Dinsmore 

SCHOOL DIRECTORS 
A . L. Flowers, President 
G. A. Hoop, Vice President 

D . L. McCarrell, A-1 ember 

J. C. Farrar, Secretary 
D. E. Carlisle, TrFasurer 

1939-Mount Pleasant Commencement Program (Pg. 3) 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



CLASS ROLL 

Viola Ahrns 
Helen Marie Avres 
George C. Bart~am 
Barbara June Bedillion 
Ruth Kahle Bedillion 
Ralph M . Bell 
Elizabeth Jean Bennett 
Robert F . Briggs 
Donald J. Bruce 
Anna Dorothy Carlisle 
l\J :trtha Lois Carlisle 
rviargaret C. Cenderelli 
\Vavne C. Cooke 
J am"es Dallmeyer 
Douglas Juanita Davis 
Bettie Viola Dinsmore 
Mary Alice Dixon 
Sherman Lester Elder 
·1 larold H. Engel 
R urh Elizabeth Foster 
Anna Fave Fowler 
Jessie Eli.zabeth Hannan 
Earl T. Johns 
\Villie Henry Johnson 
John Kachnycz 
~o1man JJ. Kaste 
Dorothy H. Kelley 
Clark Kennedy 
:.\Iarv Katherine Krcse 
Jean~e Leckey 
john 1 ,ee 

Vera P. Machek 
\Vannetta :Malone 
Dorothy Levada I'v1artin 
J. Theodore McCalmont 
Evelvn 1\!Iorgan 
Ruth R. :.\1~sley 
lVIartha Novak 

· Kathrm Ruth O'Donnell 
l\'Iartha Edith Ozenhaugh 
Andrew Richard Patneskv 
Sarah Ellen Paxton . 
Frank PoHack 
Glenn Pollard 
Frank D. Prime 
Howard R. Rettinger 
Marilou Ritchey 
Gretta La Verne Scott 
Fred Earl Silveus, Jr. 
Velma Jean Simpson 
Catherine Skrtich 
James Nickelson Smith 
Robert :M. Smith 
Sofija Stumpf 
Frances Tonesi 
Louis Ulanich 
Betty Anne vVhitc 
Robert A . \Vilson 
Ralph Nevin \Voods 
Catherine Zapotosky 
.\Iargaret 1\llartha Zarnick 
Charles Ernest Zemaitis 

CLASS MOTTO 
Not at the top, bu.t climbing 

CLAss CoLORS CLAss Fr.owF.R 
Red and \Yhite Red Rose 

FACULTY 
A. C. St:~my ---------- __ .- ... __ . Supervising Principal 
]. R. :McCracken .. __ .. __ ____ _ _ _____ .... Health Education 
Virginia O'Bryon __ _ __ -·-· ____ Social Studies 
Elsie Cowden -· ..... ____ . . _ .. Engli~h 
Evelyn Aikey . . ... ______ --·-···-- ________ Chemistry, French 
Gr:~ce AI tho use __ ---------· .... . .. ...... . .. ______ Commercial 
1\I arcia \V. Hassler .. ------· -- ---------------- ______ _________ .Music 
l\1. J. Spence _____ ____ __ .. _____ ......... ... _ _ Mathematics 
Edna Pifer -------------------· --·-· .... Supervisor Home Economics 
Louise Rogers -------------- . Assistant Supervisor Home Economics 
G. E. Baker ---·------ _ ......... Supervisor Vocational Agriculture 
G. S . .i\Jumma _____ Assi~tant Supervisor Vocational Agriculture 

1939-Mount Pleasant Commencement Program (Pg. 4) 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



SERVICE 
SUBSCRIBER 

(Ixtension Department 
of the 

G:xecutive Offices 

CTarnegieilall 
:new'y'orl{: 

1s a Service Subscriber of the Extension Department of the 

and is entitled to the assistance of the Service Bureaus for the period for which enrolled, 

together with all benefits conferred upon Service Subscribers, as set forth in the prospectus. 

The holder of this certificate is exempt from further assessments or liabilnies whatsoever during this 
period, except for such fees as the holder may specifically authorize. Ir is understood, however, that the privileges 
herein conferred are for the sole benefit of the subscriber, and that for any violation of this provision all rights to 
further service during the period may be declared forfeited. 

The Bureau of Purchase has also opened an account with the holder of this certificate against which 
purchases of music, merchandise, or other service may be charged. conditional only on the prompt payment of 

all items entered against the account. 



Nethercoat Is Dismissed 

The hearing of testimony in the 
trial of James Nethercoat, Cherry 
Valley teacher charged w-ith cruelty 
and incompetence by the Smith town- I 
ship Board of Education was complert;'- j 

I ed last Wednesday evening. T:he tes
timony was taken at a meeting in the 
high school, before a large crowd 
that taxed the capacity of the .class 
room. Witnesses for the board were 
William Proudfit, pr~ncipal of Rac-

1 

coon school, Mildred Fabian, . Lor
raine Caleffie, Ellena Stankovich, 

! Dolores McConaughey and H. L . 

I 
Tennyson, supervising principal of 
schools. Witnesses called by Attor- j 

· ney I. C. ·Bloom for the defense were 1 
Mr. Nethercoat and Peter Secco. 

I The testimony has been sent to Mr. 
I Haas superintendent of public scnools 
I of Pennsylvania. 

I 
Following the hearing, members of 

the towjnship board met and affirm
ed their former decision and sent Mr. 
Netherc.oat notice to the effect tha t 
his services in Smith township 
schools ceased as of November .20. 
All members of the Boa rd were pre
sent, with the ex.ception of Mrs. Stel
la Lemus and the dooision reached 
was unanimous. I 

Mr. Nethercoat, who bas been re
porting at the scboo·l each day sin.c~ 
has 30 days in which to appeal his 
case. The Board appointed Miss Ber
nice Danek as substitute teacher and 
she bas been teaching Nethercoat's I 
classes since the hearing. 

Nethercoat is Dismissed 
Burgettstown Enterprise-November 27, 1941 Edition 



' ~o Decision From 
Second Meeting ~or 
"Union District" 

No definite action was taken by 
Burgettstown Borough, Smith, 
Jeffers'on :and Hanover township 
school districts when a second 
meeting for a · proposed "union 
district" was · held with assistant 
county superintendent w;. G. Bur
kett at Hanover · township n e w 
school building Monday evening. 

Each board was prese~t - w i t h 
representatives of Parent-Teacher 
groups and the Raccoon Valle:v 
Chamber of Commerce. committee. 

I Two inquiries. as to whether the 
question of entering . a union i s 

I placed .on the ballot at the prim
' .ary or general election for public 
[vote; and how shall such a ques -
tion be put forth to the public, 
were answered by Mr. Burkett in 
his resume of how a union i s I 
formed. 

The question shou1d be p1aced 
on the November general election - ~ 
and it is worded the way the 
directors desire but •approved b y I 
the County Commissioners. 

Burgettstown and Smith direct- I 
ors voiced their status by saying 1 

they are in favor of a union; how- , 
ever, Hanover and J e f f e r s o n 
township were silent and agreed 
to make a deCision on the issue at 

. their next regular board meeting. 
In his review of how the school ~ 

code designates a union district 
·may be formed, Mr. Burkett said 
it is -one of the simplest procedures 
and may be accomplished quickly. 

It is similar to · ·a jointure except 
the state gives .spectial aid of 60 

I 
per cent more reimbursement in a 
union, allowing $800 per teaching 
unit and is decided_b! .th: people. 

I Attention was Ealleu to tne pres -
ent county plan of Unit One, and 

I 
'how the school districts have been 
divid ed into three sub-units. B e

, cause Jefferson township was as
signed to •another sub-unlit, ap-
proval would have to be made by 
the County. board and Department 
of Public Instruction for them t o 
join here, 

Burkett stated that the 60% 
special aid in. a union district· is a 

I 
highly desirable feature of this 
plan. Building · of new schools 
would not ·cost more than those , 
which incl ividual districts undf r~ l 
iah:e <..na t11e extr·.a reimbursemen t I 
would result in mpid and lbigged 
payments to reduce debt. 

More discussion was held on the 
indebtedness of distvicts and el~c
tion of school directors. 

Midway during the rmeeting, the 
Hanover directors were hosts and 
served light refreshments. 

Mr. Burkett, in resuming his 
talk, said there is o·nly one way a 
school district ·Tan express itself 
and that is by resolution. If Jeffer 
son decides to favor a union a 
~esQlution must be submitted ' to 
the: proper authorities f 0 r a 
change in the sub-division. 

At this point, action of local 
'school boards is the most import
ant step. Mr. Burkett also sug-· 
gested that Hanover take a census 
·Of pupils who would! be affected in 
th,e pr·oposed union. No further 
meeting was scheduled until each 
board gives its final decision, the 
latter part of February. 

In closing, Mr. Burkett said this 
I -special ·aid tis offered to ·union dis
~ tricts because such an agreement 
eliminates the large number of 
school districts. He said that this 
offer has been in the ·School code 
book since 1911 and only one was 

I formed, recently between Califor
nia and East Pike Run: quoting, 
"Where there is no vision, t h e 

.J)eople will ·pevish." 

No Decision from Second Meeting for "Union District" 
Burgettstown Enterprise-January 27, 1955 Edition 



Notice 10 Teachers.

r NOTICES !
r - ~-,_._, -'-- .----. ,','-.--'
.I __ Notice to Teachers
The, School Board of Hanover town-

ship,Washington county, Pa., will meet{
at Florence on July 10th at 1 p. m. to'
~elect teachers for the coming term.
26.3t JAMES SAV~GE, Pres.

Notice to Teachers
The School~oard of Smith Township

will meet at.;the Ackleson' Sotel on
Saturday, July 3,1909, at'9 o'.clockfor
purpose of electing 18 teachers; and a
township.,principal for a term of seven

man....t, hE,'~,W~~.'\A.-~e~s.';.i,•.'. I.neX. P,erje.li.ee~,:_.te.,a.cl.)-.
ers,~~_!e~;,tP U: ,". ,?:~cM
Byor<ter of't'I1ei . •.~!1~F'"

Geo{H~:"Wilson,Pr~9:,
J. W. Farrar, Sec.
R. E. Dowler, Treas.

24.3t

I
I

The School Board of Robinson Town-:

I ship will meet in the School House at~
Candor on Tuesday, .July 6th.at 2 p. m.1
for the purpose of electing one High:
sc.hoolt;eaci1erwages $100 per month,!!
and eleven common school teachers
wages $50, and $55, per. month for si
term of 8 months. I

O. J. NEAL, Pres. I
G. M. KERR. Sec. • i

R. D. 1, Bulger, Pa.!
24-3t

Notice to Teachers
Burgettstown Enterprise-June 30, 1909 Edition



----------·--------------------
OPfNING Of SCHOOLS 

IS MADf IN DISTRICTS 
Beginni"g' of Terms of Borough and , 

Smith Township Au_spicious I 
Under Single Head 

On Monday_ of last week the grade 
schools of the borough and Smith I 
township occurred and on Monday 
of this week activities of the first 
semester of U;Jion high school were 
inaugurated. Under the- efficient and 

i careful management of Prof. Chas. F. 
· Barr, supervising principal of both 
districts, the work of begin,ning edu
cational operations was carried along 

1

1 

with dispatch and smoothness. Teach-
ers and students have fallen into 

, line with an enthusiasm which prom
ises a successful year. 

The enrollment at the various · 
schools was 1J.5 follows: Harmon 
Creek, 97; Raccoon, 307; Slovan, 284; 
Slovan Brick, 151; Atlasburg, 229; 
Bulger, 165·: Cherry Valley, 125; 

, Langeloth, 382 ; Francis mine, 235; 
Francis min,e .brick building, 62 ; Bur
gettstown borough, 519; total 2,321. 
In the high school-the enrollment on 
the. first day was 475. It is expected 
enrollment in both high school and 
grades will be further increased. 

The personnel of the borough-town
ship schools is made up as follows: 
Supervising principal, C. ' ·F. Barr. 
Union high school teachers, Assistant 

·principal and mathematics, Miss 
Mary Thome; coach, Roy MaD.J>; 
English, Miss Winnifred Cruikshank; 
history, James Braden; Mathematics, 
Wilbur W elch ; science,- Miss Eliza
beth T. Smith; Latin, Paul Lawther; 
music-liistory, G. A. Schooley; French, 
Miss Marguerite Davis; commercial, 
l\uss Jennie Stevens; commc;!rcial 
Miss Borgerding; English, Miss Eliza
beth Scott; science, Mr. Keifer; 
director of physical education, Peter 
Fee; home economics, Miss Voegle 
and Miss Werner. . 

A list of the teachers in the grades 
of the borough , and Smith township 
will be included in additional reports 

I 
on the work of the school system in 
next week's issue. · 

Opening of Schools is Made in Districts 
Bur~ettstown Enterurise-Seutember 10.1931 Edition 



OPfN·ING Of SCHOOLS 
IS MADf IN DISTRICTS 

' ' 
Beginnin,g of Terms of Borough and j 

Sm ith T own shi p Auspic ious 
Under Single Head 

On Monday of las t week th e grade 
schools of the borough and Smith I 
township occurred and on Monday 
of this week activities of the first I 
semester of U;J. ion high school wer.e 
inaugurated. Under the. effici ent and 

i careful management of Prof. Chas. F. 
· Barr, supervising principal of both 
districts, the work of beginning edu
cational operations was carried along 

1

1 wi th dispatch and smoothness. T each
ers and students have fallen into 

, line with an enthusiasm which prom
ises a successful year. 

The enrollment at the various ·· 
schools was ~s follows : Harmon 
Creek, 97; Raccoon, 307; Slovan, 284 ; 
S'lovan Brick, 151; Atlasburg, 229; 
Bulger, 165•; Cherry Valley, 125 ; 
Langeloth, 382; Francis mine, 235 ; 
Fr ancis min,e brick building, 62; Bur- ~· 
getts town bor ough, 519; t otal 2,321. 
In the high school the enrollment en . 
the. first day was 475. It is expected 
enrollment in both high school and 
grades will be further incr eased. 

The personnel of the borough-town
ship schools is made up as follows: 
Supervising principal, C. • F . Barr. 
Union high school teachers, Assistant 
principal and mathematics, Miss 
Mary Thome ; coach, Roy Mann ; 
English, Miss Winnifred Cruiksl1ank; 
history, J ames Braden; Mathematics, 
Wilbur Welch ; science,- Miss Eliza
beth T. Smith; Latin, Paul Lawther; 
music-history, G. A. Schooley; French, 
Miss Marguerite Davis; co=ercial, 
Miss Jennie Stevens ; comm~rcial 
Miss Borgerding ; English , Miss Eliza
beth Scott ; science, Mr . Keifer ; 

1 

director of physical education, P eter i 

F ee ; home economics, Miss Voegle I 

and Miss W erner. 
1 A list of the teachers in the grades 
of the borough , and Smith township 
will be included in additional r eports 

I 
on the w. ork of the school system in 
next week's issue. 

Opening of Schools is Made in Districts 
Burgettstown Enterprise-September 10, 1931 Edition 



Our Lady of Lourdes Cheerleaders Win Honors 
Burgettstown Enterprise-May 7, 1975 Edition 

The cheerleaders of Our Lady of Lourdes School have taken honors recently. 
They won second place out of six in the Weirton Parochial League, and took third 
place out of sixteen in Weirton basketball tournament. 

Left to right, kneeling, Marissa Fratoni, Tammy Niedzialkia, alternate, Connie 
Caporosso. Second row, Theresa Stiffler, Rita Bruno, Marcy Meneely, Kathy Ankley, 
Regina Morra. Third row, Kathy Dalfol, Sheila Wos, and Regina Morra .. Third Row, 
Kathy Dvorsak, Sheila Wos, Patty Garritano. 

Mrs. Joanne Churpak is the director. 



Tim Bendick 

Waiting to receive diplomas. 
Left: Chelsea Rommes. Right, Front to back: Corey Hillard, 
Marliana Lamoreau, Leanne Minges, and Lauren Ringer. 

Our Lady of Lourdes Pre-School Graduation-1995 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



Our Lady of Lourdes School Bus-March 1960 
Drivers-George P. Connelly and Lou Dugas 

Main Street, Burgettstown, P A 



210 ENROLl AT 
PARO£HIAL SCHOOL . 

Completely renovated with new 
l}a int inside and out and additi~nal 
lavatory facULties fer boys and 
6"irls. Our Lady of Lourdes Paro
chial School has entered upon its 
third year as an educational insti
tution jn this c.ommunity. Two 
hundred and ten pupils are en
rolled. Members of the faculty are 
Sister Zit a, grades 7 and 8; Sister 
Fra.ncesca, grades 5 and ~; Sister 
John BaJptist, grades 3 and 4 and 
Sister Paschal, grades 1. and 2. 

Rev. W. J. l\fclaashin i.s super
intendent and religious director of 
the schoc.l. 

----V----

210 Enroll at Our Lady of Lourdes School 
Burgettstown Enterprise-September 13, 1945 Edition 



SEVENTH-GRADE PJAS participants were, f rom left, first row: Jason Sicher, Chas Tabone, Krista Watson, 
Brittany Brazill and Lisa Allison; second row: Allen Kropf, Adam Gilbert, Kent Mitchell, Jarrod Davis and 
Katie Sapovchak. Not pictured: Molly Held. 

wards dinner at OLOL Sc ool 
The Catholic Daughters of 

America honored graduates of Our 
Lady of Lourdes School at a special 
dinner following the commence
ment exercises on May 30, 1995. 

Students, faculty, parents and 
friends were served a buffet dinner 
consisting of fresh tossed garden 
salad , chicken, nachos and cheese, 
and pizza squares. 

Petrucci's Shop 'n Save decor
·~ated the graduation cakes that 
were served for dessert. 

The following students received 
awards. 

Jennifer L. Bartoletti: service 
award for folk group. 

Nicole R. Broccoli: service 
award for folk group. 

Erica Couch: 1995 math award, 

honorable mention awards in sci
ence, music, computer and spelling. 

Matthew C. Dove: honorable 
mention award in social studies, 
service award for altar server and 
boy's perfect attendance award. 

Laurie Jo Englert: girl's perfect 
attendance award. 

Cory Fernandez: honorable 
mention award in physical educa
tion. 

Nathan Edward Holmes: 1995 
computer award and service award 
for altar server. 

Charles Mahoney: 1995 award 
for physical education and leader
ship award. 

Joshua Markley: sportsmanship 
award. 

Sarah Mendak: 1995 religion 

award, 1995 social studies award 
and honorable mention award in 
reading. 

Mark Phillis: 1995 art award and 
service award for altar server. 

Karrie Presutti: 1995 awards in 
reading and spelling, hono.rable 
mention awards in math, English 
and art. 

Blake Risker: most improved 
student award. 

Maggie Sapovchak: 1995 science 
award, perfect attendance award 
and service award for folk group. 

Adam Simpson: student teacher 
of the year award. 

Tara Zurowski: 1995 awards in 
English and music, honorable men
tion· award in religion. 

Award dinner at Our Lady of Lourdes School 
The Enterprise-June 21, 1995 Edition 



FIRST ,EIGHT ,YEARCLASS ,GRADUAfESlROM~oURDErPAROOOl~lCHooL IHIJRSDA~Y-~-,--~
\ .~,. ...( . . . . ,

l

. . . ' I, .' ,.. ,
,'Eighth graders who l!ave complQted their ,work are shoWIl fn. the above En.terprise photo as the first' class' to' graciu,ate from ,our Laqy. of,Lourdes Catholic Church,

,(. ' '. ' .' '

who have attended this Sch001 fora'll eight grades. This class is the first- to complete' eight 'years qf study ,since the parochial sCFloelwas organized by Rev. W. J.McCilshin
i~ 1942., '. " j " " " ,

'. . ;, ',"." '; ",'

I to'r-First row: Michael Majernik Gerry, ,Tenaglia" Rdbert Gecoma, Joseph Pace, R~bert Law-l~enCQ,A);ldy Sedlar, William Haberek,and Michael Bihurn, Jor:; Sec

ond row: Jam(;s Dorcon', Rudy,Lounde!-",..J~a~ Cole, KathEl~inQKrzec-'zo,:ski, Marlene Bihum; Margaret ;Vilson, Naorr;i Pace,: Ja m e sBianchi an~ Bernadette Dugas.

Third row: Francis McCha~~QY, Robert~: Hayn~, Margar~ Nemeth, Cynthia Sciamanna, AngelaYaco, Philliis $wo.rchek and Ma-rie Podolska.
• I', "t , ,.,' " . J~ --- - \

.Fourth lio" : ,P,{itriCfaC::I!lir'kB~V:~}J,'~;~~~,(;,t.~l~~b,~~~en~ ,'N~r\qp"aI(d" J<!;~m~j:o~ky., ,',' ; _ ,,: ..;,"",.,' -d . ~,-","",r -,,'-,'---<'••••.'.••' •.... -

First Eight Year Class Graduates from Lourdes' Parochial School
Burgettstown Enterprise-June 1,1950 Edition





EIGHTH-GRADE STUDENTS who attended PJAS are, from left, fi rst row: Maggie Sapovchak, Erica Couch, 
Karrie Presutti, Tara Zurowski and Mark Phill is; second row: Sarah-Mendak, Jen Bartoletti, Blake Risker, 
Nathan Holmes and Chuck Mahoney. 

Student$ in science competition 
Twenty-one students from Our 

'Lady of Lourdes School had the 
honor of attending the Pennsylva
nia Junior Academy of Science 
state competition. 

The competition, held at Penn 
State University's main campus, 
took place on May 14, 15 and 16. 
The students won the honor by re
ceiving first awards at the regional 
competition held at California Uni-

versity in February. 
Overall, the group received 

seven first awards, 11 second 
awards and three third awards. 

Accompanied by their teacher, 
Kay Snatchko, the students attend
ing the competition were as fol
lows: 

Lisa Allison, Jennifer 
Bartoletti, Brittany Brazill, Erica 
Couch, Jarrod Davis, Adam Gil-

bert, Molly Held, Nathan Holmes, 
Allen Kropf,- Chuck Mahoney, 
Sarah Mendak, Kent Mitchell, 
Mark Phillis, Karrie Presutti, 
Blake Risker, Katie Sapovchak, 
Maggie Sapovchak, Jason Sicher, 
Chas Tabone, Krista Watson and 
Tara Zurowski. 

Chaperones who attended were 
Mary Kay Sapovchak and Debbie 
Watson. 

Our Lady of Lourdes Students in Science Competition 
The Enterprise-June 21, 1995 Edition 



Juanita Mroczkowski Retires 
Juanita Mroczkowski , who has 

served as a volunteer librarian and 
cafeteria aide, retired at the end of 
the 1989-90 school term after over 25 
years of service to Our Lady of 
Lourdes School. 

On Monday, June 4, students at 
Our Lady of Lourdes School honored 
Mrs. Mroczkowski with a special fare
well party. Each class presented her 
with cards and a gift. Students wrote 
poems and sang in her honor. The 
school cheerleaders performed a 
special cheer in honor of her years of 
dedication. 

The students were served cake 
and ice cream by the cafeteria staff 
and School Association. 

.~~ 

JfJANITA MROCZKOWSKI 

Juanita Mroczkowski 
Burgettstown Enterprise-June 27, 1990 Edition 



On Guard For Safety Of Parochial School Children 

Another project of the 1ocal Knigh 
ts of Columbus was put into opera 
tion on the. first day ' of school. 
Pictured above are seven members 

· · of the patrol and one of two blink 
er type signs which are placed at 
either end of the parochial school 
on school days to warn motorists 
of a slow · zone. The blinkers, 

which: are operated by battery, are 
car:ed for by Scott's Service Stati 

on and Harp's Service Station who 
will service and place the signs in 
position ;during school hours. Com 
mittee members of the K. of C. in 
charge of the project are: Manuel 
Martinez, chairman; Mario Pace 

and Joseph Montequin. Patrol 
boys pictured above are left to righ 
t: Lawrence Danek, Andr:ew Samlo 
ft, .Gerald Yaco, Michael Tiptor, 
George Hogue, Walter Bendick an 
d Steve Gavatorta. 

Crossing Guards 
Burgettstown Enterprise-September 16, 1954 Edition 



'rugram
A 'ageau! of t~e Nattnuli

Orchestra Dark Eyes....................Russian Folk Song
Two Guitars-Horlick

Prologue Violet Lawson and Mary Ocepek
The King Stephen Ben
Spokesmen MiikeSaska and Maurice Johnson
Spain ~ Tango :Nedra Richey and Nick Drazich
Italy Santa T...•ucia Italian Group
Scotl2ml Highland Fling Scotch Girls
Irel:::.nd .,........Londonderry Air Emile Coulange
France Dance _ Girls of France
Germany NUl" WeI' die Sehnsucht Kennt Miriam Cassidy
England EngUsh J ackies
United States The Stars and Stripes Forever
Prophecy ~..n... floren ce Horovitz
"ViII Ida Cenis
The Page :.... Robert Hunsinger
Orchestra Meyerbeer

The Italian Group
Len-a;Astorina, Carl Latella, Valia MazzieI',Joe Merloni, Anne Gobleck, Grace
Napolitana, Deni) Sandri, Jeanette Latella, Angelo Scariot, Bill Bundy, Henry
Abate, Mike Demo, Diveto Jeffrey.

The Scotch Girls
Helen McMahon, Geraldine King, Arvilla Kulms, Willa Sanders

Gil'ls of France
Marguerite Deliere, Lottie Mae Burns, Mae K'argle, Helen Bonner

English Jackies
Gaylord Malone, J. T. Davis, William Davis, Alfred Christy, Richard DoW,
Joe Contray.

Court
Nick Bardyn, Joe Barish, Thomas Hucik, Alex Stetar, William Sustanna,
Emile Ko.walski, Edward Ralston, Robert Rommes, Frank Sauser, Sam. Durst,
William Mullen, Meryl Berry, MaTY Garcia, Sophie Goleski, Josephine Jack.
son, Mary Jereb, Katie Lander, Anna Laurich, Bernice McCarty, Marga:ret
Murray, Elizabeth Novosel, Stephana Pensak, Margaret Ruzsa, Norma; Slack,
Evelyn Trusn{)v.ic,Agnes Warro, Margaret Taucher. .

Choir Group
Thelma Bertrand, Pauline Dodds, Lucille Cowo, Cynthia Steele, Betty Hall,
Irene Malone.

Accompanists John, Alagna and Dorothy Inglefield
Stage Managers Alice Buckn-am and Willis Rosson
Lights Robert Hunsinger and Dick Reasons
Maire-up Mary Dugas, Sara: Kaezyk and Kathernne Dubich

...•
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sc;Ht)OL RE(jORD. 
Paris Advanced Sch-ool1 

Hanover Township, Washington County, Penn'a. I 
! 

·:· SESSION OF 1.89.3-94. ·:· 

N. R. CRISS, Teacher. 
PUPILS. PUPILS. 

Alvie Beall, I~ilHan Griffith, 
Geo. McCready, Gertie Finegan, 
Elva Jackson, Lizzie Caldwellt 
Oaoar Lyons, 

Agnes Jackson, 
Christy Freshwater, 

Evelyn Oolwel, Darwin Marsh, 
Halbert Lyons, Mona Scott, 
Garfield Morrison, PetU"l Groves, 
Roy FineF, May Mo:rriaon, 
Harry Fresh water. Lizzie Kennedy, ........ J annie Finegan, 

Carrie Morrison, Maggie Marsh, 
Allit' Neeley, Bertha Stevens.rt. 

'' That day is beet wherein we give 
A thought to other's 8orrows; 

Forgetting self, we learn to live, 
And blessings bomQf kind!~ deeds 

Make golden our to-moiT(]'W8. ' 

Paris Advanced School 
Session 1893-1894 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 
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· pAYT'S TO SCHOOLS 

l 
Auditor General G. Harold 

Wagner .has approved payments 
totaling $478,738.15 to 56 school 

' districts of the fourth class i n 
Washington County, from Legisla~ 
tive appropriations for the sup
port of public schools. 

The amount each district will 
receive in this section are: Bur
gettstown Boro, · $11,450.40; Cross 
Creek Twp., $7366.79; Hanover 
T w p., $8693.99; Independence 

I 
Twp. $16,163.21; Jefferson Twp., 
$4581.84; McDonald Boro, $23,160.-

1

63; Midway Boro, $9817 .85; Mur
docksville Ind., $100; Robinson 

I Twp., $8230.80. __ _ 

Payments to Schools 
Burgettstown Enterprise-March 18, 1948 Edition 



Point Pleasant School, 1921-192 2 
Located between Raccoon (Joffre) and Bavington, P A. 

Edith McCombs, Teacher. Her brother, Bill Karch was her student. 
Bill Karch is the first boy on the left in the middle row. 

Fort Vance Historical Society 



'PUBLIC SGHOOL HELP 
FOR BACKWARD CHILD 

Home and School Vi sitor s Directed 
by St ate t o Aid H andicapped 

Children in Sch oo l s 

Aid for public school pupils suf
fering from social hal;ldicaps will be 
given by Home and School Visitors, 
Dr. Lester K. Ade, Superintendent of 
Public Instruction, said last week. 

"Evidences of poor social adjust
ments include poor health, irregular 
attendance, tardiness, day-dreaming, 
misconduct, and delinquency," Dr. 
Ade said. 

"The Home and School Visiitor, 
who is particularly concerned with 
these children in the school district, 
will attempt to discover the causes 
of these conditions and their reme
dies. Accordingly, she tries to dis
cover whether or not the child may 
have such physical handicaps as de
fective eyesight or hearing, defective 
bones, joints, or muscles, decayed 
teeth, heart or glandular defects, anc 
poor nourishment. She likewise takes 
into consideration the. possibility of 
certain mental handicaps such as 

. nervousness, emotional weaknesses, 
feelings of inferiority, worry, mental 
conflict, or mental disease. 

"It is likewise possible that the 
Home and School Visitor may dis
cover the cause of maladjustment in 
;;ome aspect of the school system, 
such as unattractive school sur
roundings, absence of vocational en
couragement, a l ack of sympathetic 
understanding on the part of the 

· teachers, or a lack of recognition of 
the child by the other pupils. 

"If -the cause of the child's poor 
attitude is not to be found in any of 
these factors, the Hom...e and School 
Visitor may look to the h ome and 
neighborhood conditions. In the home 
she may find a lack of understand
ing of the school program or failure 

. in child t raining and lack of discip
' line, inadequate rest and sleep for 
the child, illness in the home, social 

' insecurity and poverty, working 
mothers, or demoralized home condi
tions caused by overcrowding, im
morality, and criminality." 

Public School Help for Backward Child 
Burl!ettstown Enternri~P-lnlv ?"l 1 Q~~ ~tfit-inn 



"The Falls" 

The picture was taken on the farm of Wesley Cook McDonnell about 1915. About one mile from Purdy 
School, Hanover Twp., Washington County, PA. On November 6, 1997, William Ralston and Judy Lynch 
visited Grace McDonnell Cassidy. In Judy's possession was this picture, upon showing Grace this picture, 
she identifies the people in the picture as the following: 

1. Mr. Lawrence Bable 
(Teacher from Midway) 

4. Billy Devitt? 

7. Lois McCracken (Lucy) 

10. Ralph McCracken 

13. Dave McCracken 

16. Harold McDonnell 

19. Charlie Ramsey? 

22. Guy Reed 

2. Edith Rohrer 3. Arnold Reed 

5. Emma Ferguson 6. Margaret Devitt 

8. John McCormick 9. George McDonnell 

11. Bill McCracken 12. Harry Ramsey 

14. Sarah Arnold 15. Myra McCracken 

17. Mary Leana McCormick 18. John Reed 

20. Grace McDonnell Cassidy 21. Raymond Arnold 





Pusateri Driver Education Course 
Featured In Pittsburgh Newspaper 

Joseph Pusateri of Burgettstown, 
who has been teaching students of 
this area how to drive for nearly 40 
years, was the topic of a feature 
article that appeared Monday, Jan. 
11 , in the Pittsburgh Press. 

Pusateri, 65, started his driver 
education program at Union High 
School , Burgettstown, in 1949. He 
was the first high school instructor of 
this type in Washington County and 
·one of the first in the state: 

He has taught an estimated 6,000 
students how to drive and has nev.er 
had an accident in a driver education 
car. 

" My philosophy has always been 
that anybody can learn to drive," 
Pusateri said in the · newspaper 
article. "But what we teach the kids is 
how to drive safely. Trere's a· big 
difference." 

Portions of the article are re
printed below. 

Pusateri learned how to drive by 
taking t~e family ca.r out under his 
dad's watchful eye. His first dr1ving 
experience was behind the wheel of 
a 1938 Ford. 

''My father told me to use common 
sense," he said. 

Pusateri has applied that same 
fatherly approach as a driving in
structor. He began instructing stu
dents on cars with sticks on the col
umns because automatics did not ap
pear until the early 1950's. 

A few things have changed over 
the years. Driver education cars have 
ir:~creased in price from about $3,400 
in the 1950s to upwards' of $14,000 

today, forcing Burgettstown Area and 
many other schools to lease the cars 
they use, he said. 

But the biggest change Pusateri 
has observed has been the changes 
in attitude toward seat belts and 
drinking and driving. . 

" I think the attitude of the young 
people today is that they haye more 
of. a concern for safety now than they 
did in the past. The use of seat belts 
is much more prevalent now. I don't 
even have to tell most students to 
buckle up because they do it auto
matically before they've had lesson 
one." 

He also credited groups · li ke 
Mothers against Drunk Driving and 
Students Against Drunk Driving with 
making people more aware of the 
dangers of drunken driving. 

One thing that has remained con
stant over the years, however, is the 
condition of the roads in the Burgetts
town area. 

"As far as I'm concerned," he 
said, "there haven't been any real 
improvements since I started here." 

Joseph Pusateri Driver Education Course Featured in Pgh. Newspaper 
Burgettstown Enterprise-January 20, 1988 Edition 



Raccoon School Bldg. 1 

Problems Discussed 1 

Problems related to the ·con
struction of the new school build
ing at Raccoon occupied the at
tention of the Smith Township 
school directors at a regular meet
ing of the board Wednesday even
ing, August 12. 'supervising Prin
cipal W. P. Miller outlined the var
ious projects for the board's con
sideration, and approval was given 
to three of six different items. It 
was decided that lights should be 
installed outdoors, .particularly at 
the rear ·of the building, and Mr. 
Miller was advised to secure a bid 

I on the job, since the regular con
tractor's bid exceeded the limit of 
$300 set by the school law. At 
least two bids must be received. 
Approval was given for wiring to 
be done in one of the basement 
rooms. It was thought advisable to 
send a letter to the state school 
authorities asking for re-imburse
ment !for making a change in the 
heating system. It was discovered · 
during the installation that a mis- 1 

take in engineering had been made 
and approved by the authorities 
which will necessitate the expend
iture of more t han one hundred, 
possibly ' two !hundred dollars. I 
Minor problems related to sewage, 
the installation of a railing or pic
kets for safety along an outside 
excavation, and differences in the 
color of asphalt tiles to be used in 
flooring were tabled until a later 
date. 

The Slovan school will be closed 
this term, and children who for
merly attended will be transported 
to Atlasburg and Raccoon. Francis 
Mine children in second and third 
grades will go to Atlasburg. Other 
Francis Mine ch ildren will go to 
Langeloth. Pupils near the Rae-

. coon area will attend school at 

I 
Raccoon; those along the valley to
ward Atlasburg will go to Atlas-
bur_g schQOL _ 

Mrs. Williams and Mrs. Ryan, I 
former Slovan teachers, will be at 
Atlasburg school. Miss Luella 
Felch will teach at Raccoon. 

I 
Two full time drivers for buses 

will be hired before the school 
term OpenS OWing tO the I recent 
resignations of Plato Anestis and 
Roy Struwing from the high school 
teaching staff. The board voted not 
only to hire two new bus drivers 

. but to arrange the other drivers to 
fit the bus schedule, any elimina
tions to be made according to sen
iority. It is the desire of the board 
in time to replace' a ll teachers who 
are driving buses with full time 
regular drivers. 

Collision, fire and comprehen
sive insurance on school buses was 
renewed with Langhart, Daelhou
sen and May; Victor Lescovitz be-
ing the insurance agent. _ 

It was decided to sell three lots 
in the township; one to Ted Nick
sick; No. 134 of the Dunbar Plan; 

1 and two near Cherry Valley to 
John Hamilton. 

Bills totaling $12,621.21 were 
approved !for payment and- the 
board voted to advertise for coal 
bids for the ensuing year. Money 
will be borrowed to meet the next 
month's payroll. The board ad
journed about 9:30 p.m. 

Raccoon School Building Problems Discussed 
Burgettstown Enterprise-August 20, 1953 Edition 



SERVICE 
SUBSCRIBER 

(Ixtension Department 
of the 

G:xecutive Offices 

CTarnegieilall 
:new'y'orl{: 

1s a Service Subscriber of the Extension Department of the 

and is entitled to the assistance of the Service Bureaus for the period for which enrolled, 

together with all benefits conferred upon Service Subscribers, as set forth in the prospectus. 

The holder of this certificate is exempt from further assessments or liabilnies whatsoever during this 
period, except for such fees as the holder may specifically authorize. Ir is understood, however, that the privileges 
herein conferred are for the sole benefit of the subscriber, and that for any violation of this provision all rights to 
further service during the period may be declared forfeited. 

The Bureau of Purchase has also opened an account with the holder of this certificate against which 
purchases of music, merchandise, or other service may be charged. conditional only on the prompt payment of 

all items entered against the account. 



GONTRAGTS ARE LET 
FOR ROBINSON SCHOOL 

I 
Two Burgettstown Concerns Given I 

Contracts on New School 
Near Midway 

The Board of Education of Robin-
son township, in session Friday of last 

I week awarded contracts for an eight
\ room consolidated school building, 
1 to be erected on the Dickson ball 

I field, near the Dick~o~ sc~ool, north 
of Midway. The bmldmg 1s to be an 

I 
eight-room bric!{ structure. 

The general contract was awarded 
to the Interstate Engineering Com

' pany, of Charlestown, W. Va., at their 
bid of $22,997. · 

The wiring of the building is to 1 
be done by Earl Farner, of Burgetts
town, for $1;050l 

The Columbus Heating Company, 
of Columbus, 0., was awarded the 
heating contract, at a price of $5,890. 

Plumbing will be done by W. E. 
Englefield & Son, of Burgettstown, 
whose bid was $1,900. 

It is planned to close all other 
schools in the building and to trans
port to the n ew school all pup_ils _ex-~ 
cept those of the Rock Valley d1stnct, 
who attend the McDonald school. 

It is expected that the building wi~l l 
be occupied by November 1st. SpeCI
fications call for completion of the ! 

I 
contracts by October 15th. Work will ] 
be started at once. 

Two Burgettstown Concerns Given Contracts on New School near Midway 
Burgettstown Enterprise-June 18, 1931 Edition 



School is Closed.
In accord~nce with the action of

the Board of EducatIOn, the Robinson
township school, located near I,Iidway,
was closed last Friday due to the
prevalence of measles among the
pupils. The s'ooool has a: total enrol!-
ment of 244 pupils in the eight
grades. Ninety pupils were absent
from school on \\'edn.esday. It is ex-
pected that school sessions '.viI! re-
sume on Monday, February 11th.

Measles Close Robinson School
Burgettstown Enterprise-February 6, 1935 Edition

---------------- ---_. -------------------- -_ ..- --_ ..._--------------------------------



ROBINSON TWP. P.T.·A~--- ~ 
FOUNDER'S DAY . . ' ·.· -

Robinson TownShip P .T.A. held 
its February. meeting Tuesday 
night, Feb. 1. P·resident Mrs. How- , 
a:Pd Felton conducted the business J 

meeting and ·Mrs. Merille Jones 
~ed the devotions. The theme was 
"Founder's. Day." 

A tribute to the organizers . oJ 
PTA- was given by Mrs. G. V. 

I Franklin. Mrs. J. P . &ott gave· 
recognition to past presiden:ts and . 
charter members. 

A vocal solo was presented b 'y 
Mrs. J. G. M<:Donald, accompanied 
b,y Mrs. Harry McCormick. J. L. 
Bable had Ciharge of group singing: 
Assistant 'supervising princioal of 
Fort Cherry elementary .s~hools, 
George E. Baker, was a guest. I 

Robinson Twp. P.T.A. Founder's Day 
Burgettstown Enterprise-February 3, 1955 



Rock School- 1910 or 1911 

Back Row, L-R: Anna Mae Campbell, Nina Devitt, Nora Ramsey, Lula Ramsey, William Tarr, Anna M. Crouse. 
Front Row, L-R: Edna Campbell, Lawrence McClausand, George Devitt, Maynard Campbell. 

Fort Vance Historical Society 





ROSTER OF TEACHERS I 
1 IN WORK OF GRADES 
I . 

Complete List of Instruct ors in 
Grade Schools in BoflOugh 

and Smith T ownship 

The followin g is a complete list of 
teachers in the variOllS rooms and 
buildings in the combi;J.ed Burgetts- / 
town borough-Smith: township district 
under the jurisdiction of Supervising j 
Principal Chas. F . Barr: , 

Harmon Creek : 1, Luella Felch; 2, I 
Virgie Dold; 3, My.ra McKee; 4, Eiliza
beth Wilson. 

Raccoon: 1, Beatrice "':Vhite ; 2, 

t 
Myrtle Priog_; . 3, E stell e Bu!leman; 
4, Elizabeth Couch ; 5, Len~ C'orej 

L
Ashman ; 6. HazPl Stevenson ; 7, 
Amelia DeBrakeleer ; 8, W . R. P roud-
fit: 9, Harold Malone. I 

Slovan : 1, Belle Rankin ; 2, 'l'h elma 
Gosselin; 3, Ethel McNar y; 4, Marie 
Bla ir; 5, Nellie Duncan Bla ine; 6, 1 
H azel Campbell ; 7, P earl Powelson; , 
S, Anna Whalen. _I 

Slovan Brick : 1, Ariel B. Raab; 2, 1 
Hazel vVatldns; 3, Nellie K hara<: ; 4, 
W. J. Robertson . 1 

Atla;;burg: 1, Grace Cooley; 2, Mil
dr ed Blair; 3, .Jessie B. J ohnson ; 4, 
Ruby Moore ; 5, Elizabeth Mlll <;r; 6. 
J . R. Culley . 

. Bulger: 1, Velma Gosselin ; 2, Golda 
Daudet; 3, Miss Ralston; 4, Romain 
Martin; 5, J .C. J ackson . 

Ch erry Valley : 1, Delcie McPeak ; 
2, Dorot hy Far rar ; 3, !\fary Se~bright; 
4, J am es Nethe·rcoat. 

Lan geloth : I. Dorothy F elch; 2, 
Stella Kuhns ; 3, Eliza beth J ackson ; 
4, Susann11 Mull; 5, Elizabeth O'
Leary ; 6, James Butl er; 7, Hazel 
Hall; 8, Ber t ha Burns ; 9, C. V. Critch
low; 10, H elen Hindman ; 11, Miriam 
Meighan ; 12, Mary L. McCormick; 13, 
N::tn ey J . McCord ; 14. 'I'. A. Smit h . 

Frances Mine: 1, Mildred Singer; 
2, Catherine Allison ; 3, Frances 
Young ; 4, Helen Bigger ; 5, Charles 
Mulholland . 

Frances -Mine brick building: l, 
Priscilla Riley. 

Erie Mine : l, Emma Lawson; 2, 
M. Stiffler. 

Burgettstown borough: P rincipal, 

I 
Robert Stottlemeyer; 1, Miss Malone; 
2, Miss Palin; 3, Miss Elsie Mart in ; 
4. Mrs. Anna M. P u ckett; 5, Miss E. 

I 
Sheller; 6, Miss Slonaker; 7, Miss M. 
Sheller; 8, Miss Connors; 9, Mrs. 
Reed ; 10, Mise Mu~g-er ; 11·, Miss 

I Kiefpr ; 12, Carl Martin; 13, ~.pss ( 
I Allendar. 

Roster of Teachers in Work of Grades 
Burgettstown Enterprise-September 17, 1931 Edition 



GRADUATES 

DONALD S•AXTON 

Donald Saxton, son of Mz·. and 
Mrs . Dean Saxton of Harmon Creek 
was one of 228 s tudents who rec•e.ive.d 
degrees a t the Febru•a ry Commence
ment of the Universi.ty of. Pi.tt:oburgh 
0!~ February 16. Donald, a Union 
high S·c.hool. g;ad rec•eived a. degree of 
B. S. m Mzmng Engineering. 

He has been employed in the me
tallurgy department of the Home
stead Steel Works for several months 

Saxton is a member of the Sc.ab~ 
bard and Blade and of Pi Kappa Al
ph.a fraternities at Pitt. 

Donald Saxton 
Burgettstown Enterprise-February 29, 1940 Edition 



I SCHOOl BOARDS . l 
j ENDORSE P. S. E. I. 
1 ~ TEACHER~ PROGRAM 
I 

The Bu•·gettstown-Smith Town
ship School Boards \rent on rPcord 
at theiT Februarv meetinrrs hPld 

I Ja~t week a~ endorsing the com
\ plete pro1rram of the Pennsyhania 
i State Education Associ3tion in it ~ 
, entirety as the anly means of giY
; in" some justice to the teaclje r!', 
children and real estate ownPrJ:: 
of the state. The Boards went on 
t·ecord as askin~ the State Le,-i• 
lature to develope a new fin <t nci11l 
nrogram for the· financing of 

I 
school districts' educational ex
nenditure:o in order to relieve the 

I 
inadequate taxation burden placed 
upon real estate. . I 

The secretaries . of the bo'1rd~ 

1 were instructed . to send a· copy of 1 
the resolutions to Goven;wr : Ed
ward Mar:tin , to the maiori'tv -11.nd 
minority leaders and the Cba.ir- .. 
man· of the Education Committees 
·in both houses of ·the Legislatures.; ; 
to the State Senator and · Repre
sentatives and to the Enterpris-e. I 

This program, which '\\' ill be 
presented by the State Education 
Associa,tion for action ' at the cur
·rent session of Legi lature pro
vides many benefit"' llOth to teach-
ers and to school districts. ·· 

School Board Endorse P.S.E.A. Teacher's Program 
Burgettstown Enterprise-Februarv 22. 1945 F.ditinn 



!SCHOOL BOY PATROLS 
TO SAFEGUARD PUPILS 

. / 

1 Motor Club and State Patrolmen Join 
I in 'Move to Safeguard Small 

! 
PupHs of School 

I 
Final plans for the inauguration of 

school boy safety patrols were made 
!last week by Robert E . Cole, manager 

I 
of the Washington County Motor 
Club, Corporal Cox of the State High-

1 way Patrol and J. E . Dowden Bur-

l gettstown Chief of Police. 
Twelve boys were chosen as patrol-

1 m en and six as alternates, comprising 
four patrols. They were given in
struction in the proper way to direct 
the flow of child t r affic at the fom 
dangerous intersections n ear the 
school used by the children at dis
missal t ime. 

The local c6unty motor club, which 
is affiliated with the American Auto-

, mobile Association and the Pennsyl
vania Motor Federation, now oper

-ates patrols at 23 schools, with over 
3·00 patrolmen. In the United States 
about 200,000 boys are enrolled in 
35,000 patrols. 

In addition to the actual work on 

I 
the streets, the club distributes 380 
safety posters and 4401 safety lessons 

I 
to the schools in the county. The 
safety lessons are published in four 
groups, covering the safety education 

I 
of children from kindergarten to high 
school age. Last year the Americ·an 
Automobile Association distributed 
over 800,0001 of these lessons and a 

I 
like number of safety posters. 

The A. A. A. and the Pennsyl
vania Motor F ederation have been I pioneers in the drive for the r educ

i tion of the number of child accident 
fatalities. In Lehigh county, acci
dents to children have been cut 4,QI() 
per cent. Wherever the patrols have 
,been ' organized there has been a 
marked reduction in the number of 
children hurt while in the region of 
their schools. 

In commenting on the inauguration 

I 
of the patrols, Manager Cole of the 
motor club said : "We are pleased to 

l cooperate with the school officials 
1 and the Burgettstown police in the 

matter of safeguarding the lives and 
limbs ·of the school children. The in
tersections near the school which th& 
children are required to cross are· 
the most dangerous in Washington 
county. I am sure that safety cond; 
tions will be vastly improved by tb 
operations of the patrols." 
_ Tue .names of the Burgettstown 
safety pafrurme;t_,.__i'Q.!low : Capta; 
Charles Scott, Nacy - l'aRZic.a, Bud 
Drake and Carl DeSantis; patrolmen, 
Jay Meneely, John Shubl, Joe Pas
carella, Ray Adams, Ralph Hill, Er
nest Rotta, Stanley Smith, Robert 
Baldwin; alternates, Victor Marincb., 
Ja9k :rp.rkpatrick, Tommie Hitchcock, 
William Brewster, Paul Carmon, Wil-
1-iam Gamrod. 

School Boy Patrol to Safeguard Pupils 
Burgettstown Enterprise-October 15, 1931 Edition 



School districts plan to continue to modify schedules today 
ByKATlliANnERSON 

Staff writer 
kalldersOil@observelcreportei:COIIl 

A few school districts in 
the area released students 
early Thesday and plan to do 
the same today because of 
the extreme heat. 

Bethlehem-Center is one 
of them, because its three 
buildings are not air-condi
tioned, according to Super
intendent Chris Sefcheck. 
Students left Thesday and 
will be leaving school today 
between 12:30and 1:30p.m. 

"The buildings get re
ally hot, especially when 
you have an older building 
that's mostly brick," he said. 
"With school safety issues, 
you can't open windows 
and doors, so you get ho air 
circulation. We're trying to 
make it as comfortable as 
we can and getting out be
fore the hottest part of the 
day." 

According to the National 
Weather Service in Pitts
burgh, the heat index will be 
in the mid to upper 90s. Me-

teorologist Toni Green said 
the temperature is supposed 
to reach the low 90s, but the 
humidity will make it feel 
closer to 98 degrees. 

"It's a combination of the 
heat and the humidity that 
is making the apparent tem
perature feel higher," he 
said. 

Sefcheck also said af
ter-school sporting events 
and practices will be moni
tored with extra water and 

SeeHeat,PageA2 

HoLLYTONINi/OesERVER-REPORTER 

Parents pick up their children from Madonna Catholic 
School in Monongahela at the end of their school' day 
Tuesday. Students were given permission to wear their 
gym clothes or "spirit wear" for the week if they chose, 
instead of the standard school uniforms, to help them 
stay cool while temperatures outside are in the 90s. 

Heat causes early dismissals 
Observer-Reporter-September 5, 2018 Edition (Pg. 1) 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



Heat 
ContinuedfromPageAl 

"lots of precautions." He 
said some practices were 
canceled, while others 
were moved to the eve
ning. 

Fort Cherry plans to 
do the same. Superinten
dent Jill Jacoby said high 
school students are being 
dismissed at noon and the 
elementary school kids at 
12:45 p.m., because nei
ther of the two buildings is 
air-conditioned. 

"We're making modi
fications for our athletic 
events, as well," she said. 
"Varsity football will prac
tice from 6 p.m. until dark, 
and ambulance services 
will be on campus for a 
cross country meet and 

junior high football game 
(today). We're also making 
sure the coaches keep the 
kids hydrated." 

Central Greene School 
District announced on its 
website it would dismiss 
students at 1 p.m. Thes
day and today "due to the 
extreme heat forecast." 
Superintendent Helen Mc
Cracken did not immedi
ately respond to requests 
for comment. 

And even if districts aren't 
dismissing classes early, ad
ministrators are still taking 
preventative measures to 
keep kids safe. 

Other districts that have 
air conditioning, such as 
Washington, won't release 
early, but will move sports 
practices to later in the eve
ning. 

Younger students at 

HOLLY TONINIIOBSERVER·REPORTER 

A sign outside Trinity Middle School reads 89 degrees at midday Tuesday. Temperatures 
later climbed into the 90s. 

tions would be made to af
ter-school sports practices 
as needed, a move echoed 
at many schools. 

Avella Superintendent 
Cyril Walther said the ath
letics programs will take a 
"common-sense approach" 
this week. 

"Those coaches are going 
to make sure they'll take 
more breaks," he said. "And 
they'll maybe not push as 
hard as they could because 
of the heat." 

Greene County notified 
residents Thesday of a cool
ing center open at the United 
Methodist Church on Rich
hill Street in Waynesburg 
for those without air condi
tioning. 

Carmichaels and Jeffer- elevated temperatures. added that though the. Staff writer Trista Thur
son-Morgan are staying Jefferson-Morgan Su- district's buildings are all stan contributed to this re
inside for recess with the perintendent Joseph Orr air-conditioned, modifica- port. 

Heat causes early dismissals 
Observer-Reporter-September 5, 2018 Edition (Pg. 2) 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



SGHOOL FLAG SALUTE 
IS ORDERED BY STATE 

Attorney General Defines Law That 
is Being Flouted by Teachers 

on, Religious Grounds ___ , 
Public school teachers and pupils 

are required under Pennsylvania law 
to take the oath o.f allegiance tJO the 
U. S. flag, Attorney General Charles 
J. Margiotti ihas decided. 

Refusal oif teachers to administer 
the oat!h constitutes grounds for their 
removal fl·om scruool payrolls accord· 
ing to the formal opinion drafted by 
Miargiotti at the request o.f Dr. Lester 
K. Ade, State Superintendent of 'Pb.,b-

~ 1ic Instruction, to g:uide in severa:l 
f recent cases of refwsals to participate 
1 in the customary f~ag exercis,es in 
classrooms. 

Students who refuse to take tJho 
oath may be expelled or punished by 
local school ofiiicials the same as 
they would be disdplined for infrac
tion of any other school regulation, 
the Attorney General ruled. 

The iiormal opinion replaced one 
written for the Department in 1920. 
The earlier opinion, in effect, left 
the ques,tion of requiring the flag 
salute •entirely up to ~oQal school 
officials. 'I'he new opinion mak'Js 
the oath mandatory. 

"Not only can boards of school 
directors require t:h€1ir teachers to 
tj:tke the oath of allegiance to the 
United States and adminster it to 
their pupils, but it :is the duty of 
such boards to require this mani
fe_station of loy.alty to our country," 
the Attorney General said. 

"Any ref\JJslal by a teacher to com.· 
ply with this requirement, whether 
such refusal be based upon con
scientious or r·e1igti.ous scruples, or 
upon any iother reason, should be fol
low1ed by immedfo,te dism~s•s•al." 

Religious scruples cannot be con
isfudered as justification for refusing 
to salute the flag, according to the 
opini<on. 

The religious objection 'Was the 
bias1is for the majority of the recent 
·cases of refusal to participate in the 
pledge of allegiance. They included 
Miss Grace Estep, teacher in the 
Canonsburg scbiools; her brother, 
M!urray, 13, and two youn.g sisters 
who attend the Miruerns:ville schools. 

Miss Estep an!d' her brother are 
members of a relig,ious sect called 
"Jehovah's Witnesses." She admin
isters the oath to her pupils bu.t re
fuses to tiakle it herself. 

School Flag Salute is Ordered by State 
The Burgettstown Enterprise-October 30, 1935 Edition 



'rugram
A 'ageau! of t~e Nattnuli

Orchestra Dark Eyes....................Russian Folk Song
Two Guitars-Horlick

Prologue Violet Lawson and Mary Ocepek
The King Stephen Ben
Spokesmen MiikeSaska and Maurice Johnson
Spain ~ Tango :Nedra Richey and Nick Drazich
Italy Santa T...•ucia Italian Group
Scotl2ml Highland Fling Scotch Girls
Irel:::.nd .,........Londonderry Air Emile Coulange
France Dance _ Girls of France
Germany NUl" WeI' die Sehnsucht Kennt Miriam Cassidy
England EngUsh J ackies
United States The Stars and Stripes Forever
Prophecy ~..n... floren ce Horovitz
"ViII Ida Cenis
The Page :.... Robert Hunsinger
Orchestra Meyerbeer

The Italian Group
Len-a;Astorina, Carl Latella, Valia MazzieI',Joe Merloni, Anne Gobleck, Grace
Napolitana, Deni) Sandri, Jeanette Latella, Angelo Scariot, Bill Bundy, Henry
Abate, Mike Demo, Diveto Jeffrey.

The Scotch Girls
Helen McMahon, Geraldine King, Arvilla Kulms, Willa Sanders

Gil'ls of France
Marguerite Deliere, Lottie Mae Burns, Mae K'argle, Helen Bonner

English Jackies
Gaylord Malone, J. T. Davis, William Davis, Alfred Christy, Richard DoW,
Joe Contray.

Court
Nick Bardyn, Joe Barish, Thomas Hucik, Alex Stetar, William Sustanna,
Emile Ko.walski, Edward Ralston, Robert Rommes, Frank Sauser, Sam. Durst,
William Mullen, Meryl Berry, MaTY Garcia, Sophie Goleski, Josephine Jack.
son, Mary Jereb, Katie Lander, Anna Laurich, Bernice McCarty, Marga:ret
Murray, Elizabeth Novosel, Stephana Pensak, Margaret Ruzsa, Norma; Slack,
Evelyn Trusn{)v.ic,Agnes Warro, Margaret Taucher. .

Choir Group
Thelma Bertrand, Pauline Dodds, Lucille Cowo, Cynthia Steele, Betty Hall,
Irene Malone.

Accompanists John, Alagna and Dorothy Inglefield
Stage Managers Alice Buckn-am and Willis Rosson
Lights Robert Hunsinger and Dick Reasons
Maire-up Mary Dugas, Sara: Kaezyk and Kathernne Dubich

...•



Renovate Schoolhouses 
Pre,paratory to open ing Burg

ettstown Borough and Sm:i!th Town
shiP Schools on Septem.beT 4 , 
buildings and school property h ave 
unde rgone various improvements 
and renovations . 

Eight" rooms have been pa inted 
fn Union High and flourescent 
lfghts have been ins talled in four 
rooms. Cement floors in th e lower 
cot-ridors have been painted and 
the front s teps leading to the 
building from Mafn s treet have 
been completely repa ired. 

Spouting a nd s everal windows 
ha ve been repla.ced a t the borough 
grade school. Atlasburg school I 

·bui~ding has been completely 
pa inted ins ide. A new concrete 
wa.Jk h as been laid on the Lange
loth school proper ty and e·xtensi've 
roof repa iring has been done on 
the Fra ncis Mine and Slova n build
Ings: Raccoon scohool has under
gone painting and wi ndow repair. 
Hannon Creek will boast new win
Clows, porch pillars and roofing. 
Al1 buil dings have been thorough-

' ly cleaned i:n readiness for the op-
!·ening day. · 

Renovate Schoolhouses 
Burgettstown Enterprise- August 30, 1945 Edition 



School Tax Figures
We ii~ve at h~nd statistics show-

,in~ the t,ax levy _Ofthe difft>rent di~-
tricts in Wa8hin~ton connty having-

,six rooms or'ov-er;-which we vubli~h
merely as a matter. _of nt'w~. The

,fitst column ~jve8 tlle tax levy, the
'l!Ip.co,nd_the: number of. rQUms in the
,school and the third the grade -of
,the ,school,:

Bentleyville •....... : 10.." 10 2
BQr~~~~llt~wn:., .~ -8, ,:10 1
California 12 11.. .......•
Ca nOnl5buTjl 111,2 : .31.. 1
Char1eroL. n;.•......... 15...•.... :46 1
Claysville .. :....•.......... 12 , 9 3
Cokeburjl , 20:. :: 6 *
,Donora;: ....•.1.:"_' .....•• 12 , 2'l 1
iEast 'Washinjlton :. 'l.;......• , .•8.. __ : 1
EIIRworth : 20 9 *

:McDotiald , 12.•... : 14 1
"M'iuway .. : :: : :'.12 :.: 7 2
~M_onon~ahela :.12.:: 36 1
North Charleroi 15, ,..6 _0

.R~~o~ ..:..•..•., :;;--;14 ; :8 0
.W. Drowns:vihe." ", 9% -' 8. 0
Wasbinjltol1 : .,.; 10., ..- 94 1'-

Those in.thethi.rdcolumn marked
(0), p.ave _n~.~i~t} sCh901 ••.thoae with
(*) ate 'not c1a8si~ed'.. .

Elco ~nd Stockdale; fouT rooms
'each and no hig-h ~choo1. h'ave levit's
pf 7 andU mills re8pect~ve)y.
, AlJ:,th~ al?-<>y.e.fi~~lTe8a,T~ ~OT tax
tor !f~hopl PI1TPOl'lfB pnly .

• ,.. ",i •••••••• r.~. '. ~Y~"

School Tax Figures
The Burgettstown Call-March 26, 1914 Edition



Four Q.i st!'icb . Fchools ·. r epor t eq 
100 pe rcent·· parti cipa tion. in wa r 
bond and s tamp' pur chdses for the 
month of. December. A tota l of 
$3765. 45 students' purc hases and 
$1736. 55 t eacher s' purchases was 
r eported . School s ea rning the 
treas ury fl ag last month wer t> : 
Bulger 98o/o ; H armon Creek , 100% 
La ngeloth, 9-Jj o/o; a.ncl Burgetts town 
El ementai~y , 91 o/o . 

Purchases by sc hools were r e
ported: Atbsbu rg., ·$'3 79.,90 ; Bulger 
$303. 85; F r an cis Mine 0. OIJ ; H a r
mon Cr eek, $109 . Gil; La ngeloth , 
$292.9 1) ; Raccoon, $183.90; Slovan 
$f8 1. 2.0; Burgettstown E lementa ry 
$1442 . 30; a nd Uni on Hi gh Sc hool 
$971 .80. . 

Th e tota l for Smith Township 
was $1351. 35 . 

--V--

School Bond Sales 
Burgettstown Enterprise-January 11, 1945 Edition 



SCHOOLS FOR ADULTS 
ARE BEING CONDUCTED 

Annou ncem ent Made by Supervisin,g 
Pri nc i p•a l Barr of Operation of 

Schoo ls i.n Commun ity 

As a part of the emergency ed11r 
cation program, classes have been 
organized in Burgettstown and also in 
Slovan, according to a statement is
sued by Prof. C. F. Barr, surpervising 
prinoipal of the local system. 

The practical purpose of the in
struction in these classes is' to give 
the foreign-born adult a better under
~tanding in speaking, reading and 
writing English, and some knowledge 
of History and Civil Goverrnment. 
When needed, aid is given in prep
aration for the examination required 
in obtaining citizenship papers. 

:;r'he Burgettstown. borough school 
board has given splendid co-operation 
by furnishing supplie·s and the use of 
a building for meeting pwrpos~s
The Burgettstown u111it was organized 
on January 7th, and has been holding 
classes from 6 until 9 o'clock on ~~on 
clay, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thurs
day evenings of each week since that 
time. A number of the members who 
are emolled had attended last Year, 
which was lhe first time the local 
community .had ever had a school of 
this character. 

The Citizen's Club of Slovan has 
shown. fine public spiritedness in pro
viding a room in their club house for 
the Slovan class, which wa·s organized 
on January 8th, with an enrollment 
of 13 members. Meetings are held 
from 1 nntil 4 o'clock on Tuesday, 
·wednesday and Friday of each week. 

Keen interest is shown by the mem
ber.o of the classes, ali:Jhough no doubt 
there are some who would be benefited 
by •his training who are not enrolled_ 

' Any one wishing to enroll or to ob
taiu further information may do so by 
reporting at tte above named places 
on the days specified. 

It is to be hoped all persons who 
:,tand in need of the educational ad
,-antages offered, will not ne_glect tile 
opporwnity to acqui\·e knowledge 
along the lines coverE'd by the course. 
This schooling is free and students 

· are placed under no obl~gation what
soever. 

Schools for Adults are Being Conducted 
Burgettstown Enterprise-February 6, 1935 Edition 



Burgettstown - .- Th-e ;,or~ ~uu)Center -

+ICTS about e ~ • ~ • . 

OUR SCHOOLS 
Union high School at Burgettstown with an 

enrollment of 600 students and 27 members in the 
faculty is an accredited school and meets the cur-

·riculum requirements of state high schools. Union 
football and basketball teams are affiliated with 
the Southwestern Class A. Conference; W .P.LA.L. 
and P .I.A.A. The school offers academic, ccm
mercial and general courses with classes in voca
tional home economics. metal and wood working 
industrial arts, journalism and band. 

Grade school pupils receive instruction at 
nine elementary schools in the Burgettstown area. 
A parochial school is conducted by Our Lady of 
Lourdes Catholic Church. 

BURGETTSTOWN'S PEOPLE ARE GOOD CITIZENS 



Scott's Run School in the early days-No. 12 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



Scott's Run School Four Room 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



Scott's Run School Four Room with Students 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



Seminary-Academy House (painted brick), built prior to 1832 on land owned by 
Philip Jackson, became Mrs. Lambden's Seminary in 1832. Between 1833 and 1848 
the building housed an academy founded by Robert Fulton in 1832 on a log building 
on land that turned out to have a title defect. Fulton, a cousin of the famous steamboat 
builder, was a teacher in this school from 1832 to 1938. William Burton succeeded 
Fulton in 1839 and continued until1848. The house was later purchased by the 
Thomas Moore family. Location: Florence, near the corner of old U.S. 22 and Rt. 18. 
(Between gasoline station and cemetery). 

Note: This community was once called Bricelands Crossroads. Next to this house is 
the burial site of Elisha McCurdy, first pastor of the Crossroads Church across the 
street, where the "Great Revival" began in 1802. A church now stands on the site. 

Fort Vance Historical Society 



Slovan Eighth Grade-1930 

First Row, L-R: F. Medved, L. Astorina, H. Zelenka, and H. Sendora; Second Row, L-R: M. Visnich, Stephanie 
Pensak, H. Matula, Mary Jereb, A Wanesko, Kathryn Dubich, A. Strapanovich, Y. Gaia, Ostrowski, F. Kiren, and 
K. Tepsic.; Third Row, L-R: Kathryn Tepsic, J. Breska, R. Cappozzoli, Jeanette Latella, J. Testa, R. Dragon, 
B. Klimenko, A. Samloff, and J. Jackson; Fourth Row, L-R: J. Mlatnik, J. Alagna, A Steiminger, S. Kavensky, 
William Filipponi, Nick Drazick, H. Longevitsh, L. Dubich, Bodie. Nicksick, teacher-}. Lescallette, C. Latella and 
F. Mlatnik. 

Fo rt Van ce Historical Society 



After many months of research, Carl Late lla was able to provide a photo of the 1930 eighth-grade class of Slovan Elementary School 
for publication. Pictured, from left are, f irst row: F. Medved, L. Astorina, H. Zelenko and H. Sendora; second row: M. Visnich, S. Pensak, 
H. Matu la, M. Jereb, A. Wanesko, K. Dubich, A. Stapanovich, Y. Gaia, Ostrowski, F. Kiren and K. Tepsic; th ird row: K. Tepsic, J. Breska, R.J' 
Capozzoli , J. Latell a, J. Testa, R. Dragon, B. Kl imenko, A. Samloff and J. Jackson; fourth row: J. Mlatnik, J. Alagna, A. Steiminger, S. 
Kavensky, W. Fi lippon i, N. Drazick, H. Longevitsh, J. Dubich, B. Nicksick, teacher J. Lescallette, C. Late lla and F. Mlatn ik. 

Slovan Eighth Grade-1930 
The Enterprise-June 21, 1995 Edition 



SLOVAN RESIDENTS ASK FOR 
NEW SCHOOL BUILDING- PRESENT 

STRUCTURE IS CONDEMNED 
Sloyan School Bond Issue Will Come Before Voters at 

Primary Tuesday-Need For New Building 
Is Explained-Architect's Plans Drawn 

The school board members or Sm.Ith ·Township, Washington County , -are 
contempla;ting the ereot.ion 0i£ a new etleme111tacy school building alt Slovan, 
fo:r ·the purpose of. providing belt.ter !acHities ·ror: the children o.f that sieotion. 
Thli's is an economic movement since the present frame buiJdings on .the hJ.U 
in Slovan have been condemned .t.or u,se by the Depantment of Public Instruc
Uion and a:re cons1idere.d unfiit ·to be used for public school purpos·es. Th.e 
pre.senlt -frame bu1ldings at Slovan are o( the old itype portable buildings with 
no modern or saniitary fa.cilldties for the chilocen what.so.ever and exeedingly 
danger<>u~ in their prsent sta.te. A Jarg:e a:int1unt of money would ·iiave to be 
spent ii~ once to even plac,e 1the.se buHdings in a co!1dW,tion t hat they mav" be 
used ,f.or , a few years. 

The schoo·l board members have carefully studded th!=l advisabiUty o.f bu.iffd
ing at th.is time and have be.en advised to do so by business a;nd tech:nlical 
men in v!iew of the fact <thait F'ederai Aid may be advanced it the District 
will raise their sha.re o!E the cost through this Bond Issue. Many Boroughs, 
Cities., and other Townships have taken advan\t,age o.f. the present facili.rt ies. 
offered in connect.ion wiith the build!ng, of much- needed scihoo•l bufldings, 
and rthe School Board members of Smith Towship have been very conserva
tive in ltJhe.ir plans for •thJs proposed bublding and .have solHcLted the adv~ce 
of th:e Department of Pubilic Insltruc1tion at Harrisburg who had already· 
made a s·urvey of the school dist:ric't and recomm.ended the construction of\ 
this .proposed. ·building. · . 

Last f'111, the: :Boar,d selected S. LLOYD BEALL, Re!j-is,tere.d Architect of 
Washington,_ t.o prepiare plans and specificaitions for:: the buiJding and these 
plans haYe been submHted to the State Department and have been approved 
a:DJd are nciw su.bjeclt to ·t..h.e approval of t:he voters of the Dfat'rict. The 
building; has been .designed 1Eor the site of the present frame buildings, and 
wjll be a fireproo f building._ The present plans sh,ow .eighit class ro~ins. 
boys and g;i:rls toLiert rooliliS, Office, _. Heahh and Teachers room, and provis
ions have been shown (or futl.lil'e eXltension of., the b'uilding of a pilay room. 

Th\ basement is u.nder a smalll• sec1tion of tl~e buil(linb runcl provides oillY' 
for !h.e Boile-1· room and ifuel room. Th.e bu-iU.ding i~ to b.e a o'ne s,tory struc
ture of plain conservaltive arc;hi,tectural treatment' free frt>m costly orna
menta,tion and •.to be con.sr:ucted of brick and hollow tile, w.i-th steel sash 
w<indows, fireproo.f floorn and roof. Modern to.~le1t rooms wiH, be built with
in the bu.Ud1ng., an,d •the ernitjre building wi1[ be heated with a ce!lltr~l mod
ern heating pfa.nt .. Each elas.s room to be of the . r.equired s·ize and each 
pup±J to have h is own individual wartlrob.ei. The floors of class rooms . to be 
finished with linoleum and made salllitary and: new -furniture and equipment 
n-ecessary for th.e building has been figured :in the cost of the s1tructure. The 
Arch.itect's p.lans are com~leted .for the build ing. and the Architects perspec.: 
tive pictwre of .the proposed building is ,shown herein- &rtd a .f.ramed "pl'Cture 
of the buildi n~ has been ilisplayed oin store windows -·in the district during. 
the pa!>t week. 

Slovan Residents Ask for New School Building-Structure is Condemned 
Burgettstown Enterprise-May 12, 1938Edition 
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Slovan School

Fort Vance Historical Society Courtesy of Justine O'Brien
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Slovan School

Fort Vance Historical Society Miss Boyd, Teacher Courtesy a/Justine O'Brien
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Fort Vance Historical Society

Slovan School-June 8, 1930

Room ii-Mr. Lescal1ett,Teacher Courtesy of Justine O'Brien



Slovan School-Room 11, June 8, 1930
Grade 8

25. J. Matalik
26. J.Alagna
27. A. Stiemenger
28. S. Kavenski
29. W. Filipponi
30. N. Dragich
31. H. Longevitch
32. J. Dubich
33. B. Nicksick
34. Mr. Lascalette
35. C. Latella
36. F. Malatnik

ID Chart 25 26
16

5 6

1. F. Medved
2. L.Astorina
3. ----
4. H. Sendora
5. M.Visnich
6. S. Pensak
7. H. Matula
8. M. Jerb
9. A. Wynoski
10. K. Dubich
11. A. Stapanivich
12. Y. Gaia

27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24
7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

1 2 3 4
13. Ostroski
14. Kiren
15. H. Suica
16. K. Tepsic
17. A. Breska
18. R. Capazzoli
19. J. Latella
20. J. Testa
21. R.D, Dragon
22. B. Klimenko
23. A. Samoloff
24. J. Jackson

Courtesy o/Justine Filipponi O'Brien



Slovan School-May 1, 1930

Fort Vance Historical Society Room 9 Courtesy a/Justine O'Brien



Slovan School-Room 11, June 8,1930
Grade 8

ID Chart 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
1 2 3 4

1. F. Medved 13. Ostroski 25. J. Matalik
2. L.Astorina 14. Kiren 26. J.Alagna
3. 15. H. Suica 27. A. Stiemenger
4. H. Sendora 16. K. Tepsic 28. S. Kavenski
5. M.Visnich 17. A. Breska 29. W. Filipponi
6. S. Pensak 18. R. Capazzoli 30. N. Dragich
7. H. Matula 19. J. Latella 31. H. Longevitch
8. M. Jerb 20. J. Testa 32. J.Dubich
9. A. Wynoski 21. R.D, Dragon 33. B. Nicksick
10. K. Dubich 22. B. Klimenko 34. Mr. Lascalette
11. A. Stapanivich 23. A. Samoloff 35. C.Latella
12. Y. Gaia 24. J. Jackson 36. F. Malatnik

Courtesy a/Justine Filipponi O'Brien



SMITH BOARD 
REVOKES ACTION ON 

CHERRY VALLEY 
I 

After delibera ting lono- into the 1 

night, Friday evening , the members 
of the Smith Township School Board 
reversed . their deci sion to ina ugurate 
an economy program by eliminating 
three teachers and closing the Cherry 
Valley school. 

A delegation of twenty being pre
sent armed with a petition signed by 
every voter of Cherry Valley together 
with pleas that the children would 
have to do without hot lWlches 
seemed to be the deciding factors. 

Spokesmen for the delegation were 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Bertovich and 
Mr. Eldon McConnaughy. 

Later in the evening a motion was 
introdtlced tha t inasmuch as the 
Board did not seem to be in accord 

· the entire Board resign. This motion , 
was defeated. ' 

I Tax collector R. M. Boyd was exon- / 
· erated of eleven thousand dollars for 
1940 uncollected taxes . I 

/ The contract for wiring the Atlas
burg school was awaraded to Brown I 

/and. Cowden of Hickor~ $495 . 00. I 

Smith Board Revokes Action on Cherry Valley 
Burgettstown Enterprise-June 19, 1941 Edition 



JOWNSHIP 'BOARD 
:PLANS FOR STORAGE 
iOF S(HOOL BUSSES 
' 

The Smith tOIWnship S'chool 
'board! accepted a bid from Eugene 

1 
T'U!cci for the· storag,e and main
tenance of school buses for the 

1y.ear 19·48-49. Other bidders were 
Nap Motors and .John Antonetti 
ari.d C. Nogier. A pr.ovis.ion was 
m ade permitting the board to can
cel its .contract with TUJoci provi
ding a garage could be purchased 

' or oon sitructed by the board dur
ing the school year. Tucci will be 
given 60 d>ays no·tice. 

The directoTs di:s!cussed pu11chas~ 
,ing a sl.te for a g.aralge ibut came 
to no definite conclusion. The lot 

, directly behi'l1!d the high school, I 
:owned by the joint school board, 
.has been considered as a possi
bil1ty. 

'The tax collector's commission 
was raised from two to two and 
one hal<£ percent for coU.ections 
retroactive to July 1, 1948. __ _,., __ _ 

Smith Twp. Plans for Storage of School Busses 
Burgettstown Enterprise-August 26, 1948 Edition 



BIDS WANTED 
Bids are b~ing received by the 

Smith Township School Board tin
til 7:30p.m., Se:Pt~ 10; 1952, in the 
office of the Supervising Princi
pal, for grade A run~of-mine (!oal 
·to be supplied to the following 
township schools: Lang€loth, Slo
van, Atlasburg, Raccoon and Bul-
ger. 

Signed, G. D. Bianchi, Sec'y 
S-4 

Bids Wanted 
Burgettstown Enterprise-August 21, 1952 Edition 

Fort Vance Historical Society 



AUDITOR'S REPORT 

SMITH TOWNSHIP SCHOO L DI STRICT FOR THE YEAR 

END ING JU LY 1, 1931 

TAXATION 
.r:\.ssessl'}l} valuation or ta.."Xable properly ......... $4,275,675.00 
Number assessed with t)er capita lax 3000. Mills lC\ried 23 

n~tte of per capita tax $5.00 

AlllOUN'l' OF SCHOOL TA .. 'C 
Amount levied (race of dtJplicale) .... ........ . .. ..... $106,093.23 

l.\~ 1 · Caoila ................................... .. ..... .... -:-··· $15.\IQO.OO 
Prot~et'l)' . . ........ .... ... .. ........ .... . 89 .658.7:1 
Addilion s to duplicate ......... ..... .. .............. ...... 1,43'1.50 

P en.;t.l tics ................. ............ ... .. ..... ..... S 206.~8 
Total amouut or lax .................... .. .. 10G.OD3.23 
Exone1 a.Lion ~ ..... . ............................. 4,!ll8 .1fi 
Entered as Tieo.s or returned .... ... . 4,7!)3.9-~ 
Net amoWlt or 1930 tax collected 81,972.39 

RECEIPTS 
nal~mcc on hand July 1931 ................................ $ GOLDS 
Temporary loans .......................................... .. .... 52,000.00 
SaJ e o( prope rty, insm·ance, e tc. 21.85 

~~1~~~\:~~~i~:tr~<:.\;.//::_:i:_:,:::::::;:,::::/:/:\/:.//tt\.~~~i.~~:~! $231,582.44 

CURRENT EXPENSES 
Secretary . ........... .. ........ ........ 300.00 
'rreasu!'er .... ............ ............ 300.00 
Tax col ! ~cto r .......... .. ..... ..... ..... ............. 2.3~5.50 

~~~:~~~';s·~;.;:·~~i;;:--;~~~i ··~e~-~~;~··::: : :·::: : :: : :::::::: : :: :::: : a~~:~g 
Suue lintend ent's ofticc .................................... 261.010 
omce ~uildmg ·· ·········· ····· ················ ··········· ·· ······ 183.00 
Otb c1· exnensr.s ............... .,........ ............................ 2i2.72 

Tolal l lenlS ............. .... ................... .. .. ......... ...... .... ..... \ ....... . $4,054.72 

EXPENDITURES 
Salari es of SUJ)ervisors ... .. .. ................ -............... 3,651.74 
Salaries of Leacbers ..... ... ..... .. ............................ . 69 ,927.30 
'J.'e"tboo!<s ...... ........................................................ 2,1·15.93 
SUVIJi ies used iu ins truclion ... .................. .. .... "' ... 5 4.68.17 
f-t~c?d iJ.lg teachers' insLitute ............................ 1!290.00 

~~~i~C~~~~1sV;::::?/:\?:\/////i/:-?i///:.\:::_·_~_HJ!.J~ $116.251.96 

AUJ\.'1LlAR.Y AGENClES 

~~:~~~o~~~~at~~nb~~~~u~i'i~ ··:::::::::: : : : ::::: ::::::::::::::: ::: ~:~~~:~~ 
Total Items ....................... ... ..... ..................................... $•1,596.85 

OPERATIONS 
" tages of janitors ............ .... ...... .. ..... ..... ..... .... ..... 2,286.30 
Fuel .... .. .. .. .......... .... .......... ............ ........................ ..... 1,559.50 
VVater, ligllt a.nd powe r ........................................ 28~.42 
Janitors' suppli es ..................... ........ .................. .. ... 33i.53 
Care or grollDds .. ........ .. ....... .. ... ............ ........ .... ........ 2•1.60 
OLber expeuses ... ... .. ........................ .. ...... .. ......... ..... 48G.85 

'l'ot.al Hems .... .............................. .. ............................ ........ $4,978.20 

MAINTENANCE 
R<·pair or buildings ............... ... .............................. 838.-11 
Upkeep o( grounds ......................... ... ............... ..... 755.2l} 
Heat, lighl antl t11urub ing .......... .. ...... .. ........ ... ..... 32!1.90 

~~!;~:~~~~~,~~:~~;:: : :::: ::::: :::::::::::::::::::: :: ::::::::::: :::: ::::::: : · 
1

·:~H1 
Fix;~;o~~:a~~~~s(IOJ .......................................................... .......... $4,051.79 

~~t~:~;n~;~~C::7:~~:~::·· :: -::_:: :- .. -::·.··:.:::::::::.:: .. :::: ~.~~m 
Total expeuses ........... ..... ............ .. ... ............. ...................... $5,379.09 

DEB'l' SERYICEl AND CAPITAL OUTLAY 
Debt service: 
Redemption of short term loans ................... ..... GO 000.00 
l'a.yme.nt or interest Oil ShOr t l Cl'IU lOaDS .. .. .... 5:160.00 

Total Items ... .. ............ ..... ........... ......... .. ............................ $65,160.00 
Ca1>ilal Outlay: ,, 
N ow bui ldings ................................. ................ .. ..... 13 !)23.25 
Ad<J C'd eQujpm ent for o ld buildings ............ .... ' 88.02 
r aiutin!( .......... . .. . .. ... ... .... ... .. .. . .. . ....... 258.00 

Total ll.cms ....................... ........................ ........................ $14 ,2G9.77 

~~~~~ ~~~~~!~~~s ·:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ::::::::::: ::::::::::. ~~~~;~~~:i~ 
D.clanco on hand, school year 1931-1932 ... ..... ... ............. $ 12,8·10.06 

SlNKlNG FUND llEPQH'l' 

~~: :;:::~: ?~' £:,~~d j~~~· 1~·1:;9~;o .:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::· 1~2 .~~~:~~ 
I 

ASSETS 
School s ite, buildings anU equipm ent ....... ...... ....... ........ $298,<190.00 
Bal;Ulce iu ,treasury ................ .. ................................... .. ..... 12,840·.06 

Sbo.rt t erm loans .... ........ ~.~~~ILITIE~ .......................... . $105,000.00 

R. M. BOYD, TA X COLLECTOR 
In Account wilh Sm ith Townshjp Sc hool Board 

1930 School Duplicate 
DR. 

'fo Duplicate ............................ .. ...................... ... $101 ,658.73 
'fo A~ t!Hions ... ... .. ....... ........... ......... ..................... 1,134.50 

$106,093 . 2~. 

CR. 
By Cash to Treasurer, to October 1, 1930 $ 75,035.48 
By Cash to Treasurer, alter October 1, 1930 ,6,936.91 
By Exonerations ........ ....... ........ .. .............. .. ....... 4,918.15 
By Lieus Filed ........ .. ............. .... .. ............... .. ...... 4.79B.94 
By Uncollect.ed Balance .................... ................ 14,408.75 

$106,093.23 

We hereby certify that we have examined the above accounts 
and find them correct, and that the securities o.C the officers of 
the board are in accordance with lnw. 

JU!v S, 1931 

D. W. SMITH, 
H. C. COOK, 
F. S. WRAY, 

Auditors 

Smith School District for year Ending July 1, 1931 
Burgettstown Enterprise-July 16, 1931 Edition 



'Caesar Prado 

I Is Appointed To 

I 
Tw~~~~ool Board 

Caeser Prado, P1·esident of the 
S.:n.eltermen's Union a t Langeloth has 
been appointed to the School Board 
of Smith township, ro fill the vacancy 
caused by the resignation of Attomey 
Michael Hanna. , ·W hO has been named 
sol icitor of th e ·Board. · 

The resignation of Mrs. Emma L aw
son Miller has been submitted to the 
Board. Mrs. Miller, who is a fi.r&t 
grade teacher in the Atlasburg 
·school, will leave on J an uary 28 to 
join ·her husband, Lieutenant Miller, 
who is stationed a t Colorado Springs . 

I ~v~~~-

Caesar Prado is Appointed to Twp. School Board 
Burgettstown Enterprise-January 28, 1943 Edition 



Smith Twp. School Directors Go To Harrisburg 
Monday To Sign Contracts For Joffre School 

William P. Miller, Supervising Principal of the Burgetts
town and Smith township schools has received official word 
that the money is now available for the building of the n e w 
school at Raccoon. Mr. Millery received a letter on Friday 
from R. C. Barton, Executive Director of the Pennsylvania 
Public School Buildings Authority . that the project has re
ceived final state approval which gives the Smith township 
Board of Directors the green light for early construction of 
this school. 

The board held a special meeting Friday evening at which 
time the members signified th<1;t they were in unanimous ac-
~~-~~---·~--~--- cord as .to the .provisions that must 

be met for the professional agree-
' ment with the state. The members 

have accepted an invitation to go 
to Harrisburg on Monday, June 2 
for a meeting at 1:30 with the state 

· authority to sign this agreement. I 
Members "who will attend this 

meeting are the President, Arthur 
. Florio, Secretary Ermil Caleffie, 
. Carl Latella, John Zelenko, Geno 

Bianchi, Alban Dalverny and J9s-
. eph Bertovich, Superintendent of 

Schools Miller, Solicitor George 
. Hanna and Arthur Tennyson, the 
Architect. 

The board agreed to give Presi-
, dent Florio and Secretary Cal~ffie 

the right to act in their behalf to 
enter into the contract with th e 
School Building Authority and the 
Architect. They also agreed to turn 
the title to the land over to t h e 
School Authority for the period of 
the amortization. 

The new school at Raccoon will 
be constructed at an estimated cost 
of $396,252.00 and will be a on e 
story brick. building, containing 10 
classrooms, teachers' room, health 
room, separate gymnasium and 
cafeteria. 

The next step in the project will 
• be the advertising for bids f o r 
I a contractor for the building. The ' 

school directors believe that it 
will be possible to start actual con- 1 
struction at an early date. --- --~-

Smith Twp. School Directors go to Harrisburg Monday 
to Sign Contracts for Joffre School 

Burgettstown Enterprise-May 29, 1952 Edition 



Report o"f Smith Schools 
For Month o"f Decembeli· 

The following is a report of the 
Smith township school units. for the 
month of December , 1935. Figures 
shown in first column give the num
'ber of boys in school ; second column, 
number of girls; third column, num

Miss 'Seabr ight ------ 2.:._ 9 __ 6 __ 7 
Miss Farr ar -------- 6 __ 5 __ 5- r 9 ' 
Miss Farrar -------- 9 __ 5 __ 0 __ 14 
Miss Boles -------- 8 __ 7 __ 8 __ 13 · 
Miss Boles ---------- 5 __ 10 __ 30 __ 12 

49 __ 60 
ber of absences; fourth column, per- Francis Mine 
feet attendance: Mr. Mulholland 7 __ 7 __ 2 __ 13 
Atlasburg Mr. Mulholland 16 __ 8 __ 4__22 
Mr. Wiley ---------- 8 __ 7 __ 12 __ 12 Miss Bigger ________ 3 __ 7 __ 14 __ 6 
Mr. Harris ________ 12 __ 10 __ 22 __ 22 Miss Bigger ________ 12 __ 12 __ 12 __ 20 
Miss Grable -------- 8 __ 4__ 7 __ 10 Miss Boyd _________ 19 __ 24-118 __ 26 
·Mr . Harris --------- 6 __ 10 __ g __ 16 Miss Young ________ 15 __ 9 __ 2L_15 . 
Miss Grable -------- 15 __ 16 __ 30 __ 27 Miss Young ____ ·____ 3 __ 7 __ 15 __ 7 
Miss Moore ________ 18 __ 19 __ 52 __ 27 Mrs . Harper ________ 10 __ 4-_26 __ 10 
'M. Blair ----------- 9 __ 7 __ 18 __ 11 Mrs. Harper ________ 7 __ 10 __ 14__14 
Miss Moore --------- L- 7_ _ o __ 8 · Miss Colteryahn _____ 9 __ 6 __ 10 __ 12 
'M. Blair ----------- 12 __ 8 __ 30 __ 13 Miss Colteryahn ____ 1L_ 5 __ 50 __ 12 
Miss Cooley -------- 23 __ 14 __ 46 __ 23 112 __ 99 

- 112-102 Slovan 
Lan geloth Mrs. Kharas - ------- 13 __ 10 __ 19 __ 8 · 
Mr. Critchlow ______ 22 __ 8 __ 40 __ 23 Mr. Malone -------- 15 __ 9 __ 3 __ 16 
Mr. Robertson ______ 13 __ 15--38 __ 25 Miss Garbark _______ 14-_15 __ 20 __ 16 
:Mr. Butler -- - - - ---- 14-_16 __ 35 __ 25 Miss Halt _________ 15 __ 15 __ 18 __ 15 
Mrs. Stoner ________ 9 __ 16 __ 96 __ 16 Mr. H arris _________ 28 __ l6 __ 3L_3 8 ' 
Miss Burns _________ 15--12 __ 7 __ 10 Miss McGregor _____ 18 __ 13__37 __ 24 ; 
Miss Bruce _________ 16 __ 11 __ 18 __ 22 Mr. Dunbar ________ 15 __ 17 __ 18 __ 27 
Miss Sullivan ______ 7 __ 22 __ 28 __ 19] Miss Bittner _____ __ 14-_25 __ 50 __ 26 . 
Miss Hall ____ __ ____ 12 __ 11 __ 48 __ 16 M1ss McNary ________ 14__14-_18 __ 25 
Miss Mull __________ 17 __ 13 __ 22 __ 24 1 Miss Blair __________ 15 __ 10 __ 6 __ 22 
Miss McCord ________ 19 __ 20_136 __ 20 Miss Welch ________ 15 __ 10 __ 34-_16 
Miss J. V. Burns ____ 15 __ 24_109 __ 23 176_139 

1.59_168 Bulger 
Harmon Creek 
Mr. Bacon ---------- 3 __ 4__ 4__ 5 
Mr. Bacon ---------- 6 __ 9 __ 6 __ 13 
Miss Dodds ________ 8 __ 8:.._18 __ 11 
Miss Dodds ________ 11-- 7 __ 12 __ 12 
Miss Dold ---------- 9 __ 6 __ 8 __ 11 
Miss Dold _________ 1L_ 8__22 __ 12 
Miss Felch -------- 8 __ 7 __ 44__ 9 
Miss Felch --------- 10 __ 6 __ 33_ _1 2 

Erie Mine 
Miss Lawson ------ -
Miss Lawson -------
!Miss Lawson -------

Cherry Valley 
Mr. Nethercoat -----
Mr.· Nethercoat 
Miss Seabright 

66 __ 55 

l__ 3 __ 4__ 0 
4__ 2 __ 6 __ 0 
2 __ 2 __ o __ 0 
7_ __ 7 

6 __ 4__ 2 __ 9 
5 __ 11__ 8 __ 12 
8 __ 9 __ s __ 4 

Mr. Burns _________ 6 __ 14-_ 4__19 
Mr. Burns _________ 14-_14-_34__25 
Miss Daudet ________ 9 __ 15 __ 61__ 9 
Miss Danielson _____ 12 __ 20 __ 6L_24 
Miss Ralston ________ 1L_1L_32 __ 7 
Miss Ralston ------- 14-_ 8 __ 10 __ 11 
Miss King __________ 11-- 7 __ 82 __ 11 
Miss King _________ 1L_ 6 __ 66 __ 13 

Raccoon 
9Lt98 

Mr. Proudfit ________ 17 __ 11 ~ _26 __ 23 
Miss DeBrakeleer ___ 20 __ 17__26 __ 29 
Miss F. DeBrakeleer _ 19 __ 14 __ 21__25 
Miss Riggs __________ 2L_10 __ 8 __ 28 
Miss McKenzie ------ 22 __ 10 __ 20 __ 26 
Miss Buneman ------ 1L_1L_ 2 __ 21 
Miss Palin -------- 10 __ 10 __ 16 __ 16 
Miss McPeak _____ .:, __ 15--17 __ 16 __ 24 

135-100 . 

Reports of Smith Schools for Month of December 
Burgettstown Enterprise -January 15, 1936 Edition 



TOWNSHIP BOARD 
AWARDS INSURANCE 

TO PITTSBURGH FIRM 
I 

Exercis•ing its privilege of awarding 
c.ontracts as members , see fit, the 
Smith township school board in regu
lar sess.ion on Tuesday evening award
ed the contract for $18, 000 worth of 
fire insurance on Smith township 
school build·ings to an out of. town 
f.i.rm. This insurance, totalling one
rifth of the insur ance carried by the 
township, has p·reviously been carried 
by loc.al agents , McFarland & Cassidy. 
The premium rate, as submi.Hed by 
both candidates for the bus.i.ness was 
the same, $432. 93.. The business was 
given to the f.irm of Langehart, Dael~ 

hausen and May of Pittsburgh. Mr. 
McFarland and Mr. Daelhausen were 
pr€S'ent at the meeting. 

The Smith township board re-or
ganized for the ourrent year with D. 
J. Nicksic,k as president and George 
Swanik as vice preside.nt. A .delega
tion was present from the Langeloth 
Parent-Teacher As.soc·iation, includ
ing Mrs. Wilgocki, president, Mrs. 
Kirsch, E. S. Wheeler and J . H. 
Mcintyre. This delegat.ion protested 
the board's action in cutting the re
creation periods at Langeloth school 

•to two days a week, instead of the 
former !ive day p€riods, as· an ec~ 
nomy measure. The board agr.eed to 
a f.ive ,day play period providing the 
Janitor service is paid by the P.T. A. 
The lights and heat will be paid by 
the Township. 

Mr. Mudrak of Canonsburg was 
elected solicitor for the board, suc
c.eeding Attorney P. V. Marino. The 
dir·e<:tors decided to apply for state 
aid at once, securing whatever £unds 
they may. They also voted to negoti
ate a loan of suff.icient .l'unds to pay 
the salaries of the teachers at the 
close o( the month or January. 

Smith Twp. Board Awards Insurance to Pittsburgh Firm 
Burgettstown Enterprise-January 16, 1941 Edition 



· IN THE MAIL BOX 
Dear• Editor: 

The Smith Township School 
Board wishes to cm"I<ect the ronny 
bits of misimformation which 
M. T. C. passed on to tl:{e re<tder~ 
of the Enterprise in Jast week'F 
letter. First o,f all, we are won
dering why the signature 'A Bot·o 
Citilzcn' was used by Olle who i s 
most' obviously a Township cltizen 
or else doesn't rea,tize t-hat the 
Boro and Township School Boards 
are two separate bodies. 

We c,annot agree that the H ar
mon Creek school is the moRt de
cent schoo·l iin the district, though 
it is granted that it is in a good 
loclation. As sch.ooJ bu.i!ldings go 
in Smith Township, and every
one knows that we have some· poor 

. ones, the Harmon Greek buililing 
is merely a sheU and, though 
equipped with a good heating sys
tem, is ve1·y diffic:ult to heat prop
er~y, particulall'ly the rooms fac
ing the west. 

The Board will sfucerely ap-
p-reciate more information as to We regard the Board's be.i'ng 'all 
how having 'the park in 'their in one click' as a compliment to 
back yard' would aid in the devel- the members' abi,lity to get iL-loRg
opment of the present school site with each other and be in ~ree
at Harmon Creek. ment on the school progl·am de-

The so-called 'big talk during spite the fad.t, that the members. 
the war about the care of children' are not 'from one direction' but 
hasn't gone ont with the war as are rath£r well divided · geogl·aph
far as the Board is concerned and· ' ica!.l'y, 2 liv-ing in Langeloth, 2 
we believe that the nation-wV 1 in Racco.on, 2 in Slovan and 1 in 
record o.f the transportation · i Cherry Valley. Ahlqo., if IXJlitic;; 
cihild1'en t.o schools sup.ports 1 is insinuated. by ti. 't 'one C!Tick' 
~act that transportilng scho<iJ. 6 ! idea., please remem,ber that the 
dren is not detrimental to the. most recent appointme.~_,.t,Q:.J!.. va-. 
Further, playground facilities a. caney on the Bo-ard is a R€pu1Jlj-
availahle a.t the Slo-van Schoc clan, though th.e other memhers 
away from the mai:n highway. are Democrats . 
Also, the transportation of these Ju~t where did M. T. C.' get the 
c.hildren is being effected without id tm'that the taxes are going to be 
any additional cost ·to the distriCt. i·aised to ·35 mills? The · Board 

As for the footba.U fie~d and its h as no such p.rog~·am in mfud an~l 
cost compared to that of the sa!'- ·never diu have. There would he 
ing effected by transporting t]Jcse a possibi,lity of a tax increase only 
ct'hi1ldren, M. T. C. apparently- fE the BOaJ'd continued to ·operatv · 
didn't read the auditor's report- all oE the · schoo.Js operated ' last 
p·ublished rec<mtly in the Ent€_r- . yea r \rith the same number · of 
prise which showed that the ath- . teachers as last year, sine<; abont 
letic field actually earns money- ·14 teachers' salaries :1nd curreJJt 
for the school district. The aver- ma i.ntena.n.ce expenses for thcfse 
age return to the Board each year rooms would have to be paid en
amounts to about 10 per c-ent of'i t.irely from local . funds. There 
the initial cost of the stadium. would be no reimbursement from 
We balieve this to be a good invest- the- Stat:e for these 'extra' teacher 
ment and, if the field is paid for units . 
in 10 yem·s, the Jo-int Board mem- Thank you Madam Editor, for 
bers who initiated the project printi·ng this a.nswer 'to so mu<'li. 
sho,u,ld be comme.n.ded for their mislnformatio.n and false accusa
Earsightedness. ;R,egarding the tiion. O-ur t)lanks a.lso· to your 
d1·y location statement, we haJJ readers who we hope do appre
peh to have information t liat- cue ciate the sincere efforts of their 
Washington High School Stadium School Board· toward ec-urihg the 
loc.a.ted on a h.i!,l top, required a best school program possible for 
much more ex;pensi·ve drainage t.he children in our 'district. 
system than the one just installed The Smith_ Twp .. . SchooJ: Board 
at Hill Stadium. · · V . , · 

Smith Twp. School Board Letter-Consolidation Pans 
Burgettstown Enterprise-September 13, 1945 Edition 



SCHOOL BOARDS 
RE-ORGANIZE FOR 1945 

The SmHh township school 
board has reor.ganized for 1945 
with -p. J . Sciamanna as presi
dent and Albert Watlet as Vice
President. Wallace Gourley was 
r etained as sol icitor to the dis
trict. Mrs . Hazel Grabsky has 
b<:len duly elected Principa.l of the 
H a rmon Creek schgQ and t each-er
of grades 7 and 8. Miss Bllincrl' 
Newcomer was given a contract as 
t each er of gra des 3 and 4 at Fran-
cis Mine school. j 

George Swa nik resi gnPd as a 
member of th e board a nd J . H . 
Mcl nt,yre of La.ngPI0th was ap
ooi1Jted to succeed for h is unex
nired t erm. - Medical examiners 
for the di strict , includ'nl1: Burg
ettstown and Smith town-h ip who 
will wo.rk in co-op"-r a ti on a re Doc
tors Tomaseski, McKee , Hamer
ick an d Hindman . 

A change was made in t h e plan 
for dental ca re for children of Bur
~ettstown and Smith township and 
tmd~>.r the new . arrangemPnt<; free 
dental ca re will be ava il able to 
:my child und <>r 12 years of age. 

The Un ion high school, school 
l:>oard r e-01·gan iz.ed fo r th e new 
year wi th J oseph Ber tovich as 
P resident ancl Edward Wagner as 
Vice President . Burgettstown 
Soar d retai.n"d its prr vious o-ffi cers 
"dr . Wagner as Pre ident and Mr. 
<\.t h e rton as Vice-President. 

School sess ions in the distri ct 
will resum.e J an uary 2, after th e 
Xmas vacat ion period . 

- --V---

School Boards Re-Organize for 1945 
Burgettstown Enterprise-December 28, 1944 Edition 



Smith Township Board To Float $40,000 Bond 1 

Issue To Pay TeacherS' Salaries; Current Bills 
Members of the Smith township 

school board struggled with some 
knotty problems at their reguiar 
meeting on June 13, when they at
tempted to solve budget difficul
ties that have been accumulating 
this past school year. They adopt
ed a b)Jdget for 1951-52 for $270,-
000 and increased school taxes 
from 27 to 29 mills. 

Members were told that the 
Washington County C o u r t o f 
Quarter Sessions has granted per
mission for the board to float a 
bond issue for refunding debts at 
the closing of the current year, 
July 2, 1951. A bond issue of $40,-
000 will provide $20,000 to p a y 
current indebtedness, including 

teachers' salaries and that of other 
employes, the 'board's snare of the 
retirement fund and current main
tenance. $20,000 additional will pay 
off a short term l oan which was 
taken at the bank in May 1951 to 
pay current debts. 

If legislation now in process is 
approved it will provide enough 
additional appropriation for the 
board to balance the 1951-52 bud
get. This legislation will provide 
$400 increases for teachers salar
ies and a $400 increase in basic 
subsidy per teaching unit. 

Officers elected are Ermil Calef
£ie, secretary and Carl Latella, 
treasurer. G. D. Bianchi remains 
as president of the board. 

Smith Twp. Board to Float $40,000 Bond 
Issue to Pay Teachers; Salaries; Current Bills 

Burgettstown Enterprise-June 21, 1951 Edition 



Smith District Sch·ool DireCtors Enter Info 
Agreement With Road Board For Disposal 
Of Unused Buildings And Lands 

Disposal of buildings and land 
not in use at the present time by 
the Smith township sch ool !district 
was settled at a four-hour session 
Monday evening. Disposal o f 
buildings · in Raccoon, Bulger a n d 
Slovan, will be made in the fol
lowing manner, :-according to a 
motion made -by Ermil Caleffie 
and seconded by Joseph Bertovich: 

"This board will .go on reeord 
with the opinion that it ·will deed 
to the Smith township · board of 
road supervisors-who is in full 
agreement with this action-·cer
tain bui1dings and lands no longer 
in use at Raccoon, Bulger and Slo
van; if, within 60 days, a char
tered community ·organization, or 
one showing a serious in~ntion to 

become ch'artered, requests the use 
of said buildings or lands for com
munity purposes, with the under
standing that no liquor will be al
lowed on the premises. These re
quests are to be delivered in writ
ing to the Smith townspip board of 
road supervisors within 60 days." 
Cha~rman of the road boancl, 

Owen McGraw, has stated they are 
in favor ·of this . plan. ~ ' 

It is further clarified that by a 
''community organization", it is 
meant an organization which will 
embrace all phases .of community
wide interests; not one particular 
interest. 

Additional information on ~~ he 
·plan, may be obtained from lVI r. j 
McGraw, Slovan. 

Smith Twp. School Directors Enter into Agreement with Road Board for 
Disposal of Unused Buildings and Land 

Burgettstown Enterprise-September 16, 1954 Edition 



DIRECTORS DISCUSS 
SCHOOL REPAIRS 

FOR SMITH TWP. 

,Needed repairs to Smith townsh ip 
school buildings , which were noted 
by members of the Board of Educa
tion on their r ecent inspection tour 
of schools , were disc.ussed a t t he 
regul ar meeting of that board on 
Monday even ing. Conditions a t Bulger 
'sahool were sai.d to be in need, of im-· 
mediate attention . The directors ex
pect to r enovate and make r epairs to 
;;everal of th e bu ildi ngs in the town
ship as soo.n as school is dismissed·. 
Untidiness both in school rooms and 
in school play yards was frowned up
on by th e di rectors . 

Superintendent Tennyson re;ported 
that a committee from the Board ha d·. 
made application for $30,000 sta te a id 
~o r th e schooJ t erm 1940-41. 

Bids for supplies from three. firm s 
were opened and a co=ittee com
posed of Swanlk, Pla te and Sciaman

~ na was appointed to inspect samples 
!and make their recommendation to 
the board at the next meeting . 

Bills total ling $9099. 47 were ap-1 
;proved for payment.. 

Directors Discuss School Repairs for Smith Twp. 
Burgettstown Enterprise-April11, 1940 Edition 



AUDITOR'S REPORT OF 

THE SMITH TOWNSHIP SCHOOL DISTRICT 

FOR SCHOOL YEAR ENDING JULY 1, 1936 

Assessed valuation of taxable proper· 
ty a11d pe r capita ,t ax ---------------------- $ 3,432,33 3.00 

Number of mills levied ---------------------------- 21 
R a te of per capita tax ----------------------------- ~.00 

Amount of School Tax 
Amount levied (face of 1935 duplicate) 

P e r Capila ~---------------------------------$ 
Property --- ----------- ---------------------- 
Total ----------------------------------------

Additions _to d.l!Plica te - ---------------------------
Total amount of tax · to be collected 

Per Capila ---------------------------------$ 
Property -----------------------.---------- - -
Total ----- -----------------------------------

Exonera tio]fs ------- - ----------------------------
Liens fil ed (1935 tax9 --- - ------------------------
Net amount of 1935 tax collected -------------------

RECEIPTS 

' 11,500.00 
67,658.04 
79,158.04 

1,415.00 

11,500.00 
69,073.04 
80,573.04 
7,186.13 

17,994.35 
55,392.56 

Bala nce on hand July 1, 1936-General Fund -------$ 6,927.50 
Property tax 1935 --------------------------------- 55,392.56 
Delinquent tax (previous to 1935) ___ _ :____________ _ 7,592.68 
State Appropria tion .:. ______________________________ 56,188.60 

Special Grant ------------------------------------ 9,000.00 
T empora ry loans --------------- ------------------- 14,607.50 
All other so urces --------------------------------- 4, 704.09 

Total r eceipts -------------------------------$154,412.93 

CURRENT EXPENSES 
(A) General Control 

Secretary's Office, Salaries --------------------- ---$ 
'1'1·eas ure r (Commission or Salary) ----------------
Tax Collec tor -------------------------- ----------
A uditors ---------------------------- - --------------
L egal Ser vice ----A- ------------ ------------ ------
l:<~iling Liens-Carson ------- -- --------------------
Oth er Expense of Genera l Control ------- ----- ------

432.50 
300.00 

1,217.98 
15.00 

450.00 
439 .50 
140.89 

Total Gen e m l Control -------------------------$ 2,995.87 
(B) Ins t1:uction 

Salaries of Superviso1·s ---------------------------$ 
Other Expen ses of S uper vi sors ------- -- --~----- --
Sala ries of Principal' s Clerks & Assis t ants ---------
Supplies of Principal 's Office ---------------------
Salaries of Teach ers ------------------------------
Text books -----------------------------------------
S upplies used in Instruction --------- - ----- - -------
;"-ttending Teach ers Institute -----------------------
ru~ J on - - - - -- --- - ---------~-----------------------
Other Expense of Ins truction - -- ----------- ------- 

Tota l Expense of Ins tmction ----------------$ 
(C) A uxili itry Agencies and Coordinate Activ:ities 

T ra nsportation -----------------------------------$ 
Enforcement of Compul sory Attendancc-'--Robb __ ___ _ 
Medical Inspec tion --------------------------------

650.00 
1,625.45 

512.50 
52.25 

76,571.63 
300.41 
646,65 1 

30.00 
2,453 .50 

29,900.00 
112,742.39 

Total Aux. Agencies and Coordinate Activilies. $ 

3,449.30 
504.00 
811.50 

4, 76<1.80 
(D) Operation . 

Wages of janitors and ot l1er employes ------------$ 
Fuel ------------------ ------------------ ---------
Li ght and Power --------------------- ---- -- - - ----
Janitors' s upplies --------------------------- - ------

·Tota l Expense of Operation - ------- ---------- $ 
(E) Maintenance . 

Upkeep of g rounds --------- ------ ----------------$ 
Repair of buildings -------~----------------- ----
Replacement of fum iture of oth er equ ipment ------

Tota l Ma intena nce ---------------- -- -- ------$ 

1,718.70 
1,323.36 

263 .35 
394.63 

3,700,0<! 

35<!.4 0 
394.61 
679.71 

1,428 .72 
(F) Fixed Char g.es 

State Retirement Board ----------- ---------------$ 8.40 
Rent ----------- - ---------------- ---------- _______ 150.00 
Insumnce (F ire) $1371.11 (Compensation) $143.73 ____ · 1,514.84 

Total ----------------- - ---------------------- $ 1,673.24 
Total Current E xpenses (Items A-F inclus ive) $127,305.06 

(G) Debt Service 
Redemption of bonds direc t from general fund ------S 4.000.00 
P ayments to s:inking fund fl'Ol11 ,geneml fund - - ----- 3,023.75 
Redemption of sh ort term loans --- - - - - ----------- 14,607.50 

.L 

.J 

SUMMAHY 
T ota l Receipts ----- - - - ----------- - ------------- $ 154,412.93 

(Items A-F inclusiYe) ------S 127~305 . 06 
Total' Deb t Service (Item G)__ 25,106.25 
Total --- - -------- - - --------------- -- 152,4l 6.31 

Balance on hand -----------------· -- -------------- $ 2,001.62 
SINKING FUN:Q H.EPOH'l' 

Receipts 
Balance on h and July 1, 1936 ----- --------------- -$ 10,785.22 
Heceived Liens ----------------------------- - ----- 10,056.14 

'l'otal Rece ipts -- - ------~-------------------- $ 20,8<11.66 
D isbursements 

P aid out to r edeem bonds ------~-----..:------------$ 
Paid ou t in i.nt er es t on bonds ------------- - -------

Tota l PM'ments ------- - ---------- - ---------
Balance in fund - -- ---- ~-------- ----------- ------- $ 

ASSETS 

::1 ,000.00 
1,282.50 
4,282.50 

16,559.16 

T extbooks and quipment ----- ------- - - ----------- $ 310,70ii .OO 

UNPAID TAXES 
1935 T ax Liens -- - --------------------- - $17,99 '1.35 
193<1 'l'ax L ie ns ------------------- - ---- 4,645.00 
1933 Tax Liens ---------------~-- - -- - --- 11,850.67 
Previotts to 1933 llupl icat e ---------- - ------------- $ 
General fancl balance --------- ------- - - - - --------

Total Asse ts ---- - ------------------------- $ 
LIABJLIT IES 

Bonded indeb tedness (without vot e of el ector a te ) $ 
TUltlOU --------------- - --------------------- - ----
Textbooks --- ----~.~ -- ---------- -- ---- -------------

34,4 90.02 
2,001.62 

317,196 .6<1 

100,000.00 
1,716.06 
2,299.17 

5<16.37 Supplies - ------- - - - ------ -------------------------
All other accounts ---------------- --------------- - 8,243 .91 

• Total Liabilities --------------------------- 112,805.51 

R. ·M. BOYD IN ACCOUNT WITH SMITH TOWNSHIP 
SCflOOL BOARD- 1935 SCHOOL TAX DUPLICATE 

DR. . 

i~ ~~g;~i~!~ =======~=================- $?i:!~~:~~ 
$80,573.04 

CR. 
By Cash to •rreasurer ------------ -----$ 55,392.56 
By Liens Fil ed --------------------- 17,994.35 
By Exonerations ---------------------- 7,186.13 

~80,573.04 

R. M. BOYD IN ACCOUNT WITH SMITH TOWNSHIP 
SCHOOL BOARD- 1934 SCHOOL TAX DUPLICATE 

DR. 
To Balance Forwarded ---------- ------$ 8,973.27 
To Additions ---------- -------------- - 564.90 

CR. 
By Cash to Treasurer ----------------
By Liens Filed ----------------------
By Exonerations -------~--------------

$ 3,338.97 
4,645.00 
1,554.20 

----

$ 9,538.17 

$ 9,G38.17 

R. M. BOYD IN ACCOUNT WITH SMITH TOWNSHIP 
SCHOOL BOARD- 1933 SCHOOL TAX DUPLICATE 

DR. 
To Balance Forwarded ----------~-----$ 14,364.43 
To Additions ----- --- ----------- ------- 731.59 

CR. 
By Cash to Treasurer --------- -- --- -- $ 910.80 
By Liens Filed ----------- ------------- 11,850.67 
By Exonera tions ---------------------- 2,334.55 

$ 15,096.02 

$ 15,096.02 

We herl!hy certify tha t we h ave examined the above accounts 
and find them correct, and th a t the securities of the ·officers of 
the board are in accordance with la w. 

JOHN D. KEYS, 
H . C. COOKEl, 

P ayme nts of i nteres t on bonch~ --------------------- 3,400.00 
Payments of interest on s hort t e rm loans - -- - ----- - - 75.00 July 17, 1936 

''obJ_Deb.LSeL.Yic_a.________ --=--=-=-=-=-=--=-='--"1.S..-2~5l.>· ~10~6i,o,,~25~....,=.--~--""-~~-~-~~~~-.....,-----~--~~-..... ....._~..J...J 

Auditors • 

Auditors Report of Smith Twp. School District Year Ending July 1, 1936 
Burgettstown Enterprise-August 6, 1936 



I MANY WIN- DIPLOMAS 
IN TOWNSHIP sc·HOOlS 

Class of 165 Boys and Girls of Smith 
Township Complete Work 

of Grade Schools 

On Friday evening of last :wee~{ , in 
th e Union high s,ehool auditorium in 
Burgettsown, 165 boys and girls of 
Smith township were · awarded 
diplomas of honor upon the com-

. pletion of eight years of preparatory 
educational work in the grade schools 
of th e t ovmship. The class was slight
ly smafler than last year, due some
what to r emovals of famili es from 
the district during the past year. 

The commencement exercises at
t ending the award of diplomas were 
highly interesting and the function 
was largely attended. All who took 
part iu tbe exercises performed well 
and the ceremonies were carried 
along in a pleas ing an efficient man
n er. The scriptual reading and in
vocation were given by the Rev. R C. 
Sutton, pasor of the local United Pres
byterian church. A chorus, '"Happy 
Summer ;" was ' presented by the 
pupils of Raccoon schools. A historic 
pageant, "Progress in Transportation 
and Dress in the United States," was 

I an excellent feature given by Harmon 
Creek pupils . 

Francis Mine school contributed a 
poem, "Benjamin Nq.vage," the glee 
club of Langeloth school sang, Cherry 
Valley pupils gave "Old Glory" and 
Bulger school add ed a poem. A 
chorus by the Slovan pupils and a play 
"The Last Camel," by Atlasburg 
school, completed the entertainment. 

On behalf of the Board of Education 
Director Carl J . McFarland 'presented 
t he diplomas to the graduates and 
t ook the occasion to deliver a brief, 
but very inspiring address to the class. 
He complimented the members upon 
t heir perseverance and accomplisli
ment and predicted for them more J 
academic honors for the ftrture. The 
ben ediction was pr onounced by the 
Rev. Mr. Sut ton. . ' 

The Commencem ent exercises of the 
schools indicate , gr eat p upil interest 
and excellen t instruction. 

Many Win Diplomas in Township School 
Burgettstown Enterprise-May 1931 Edition 



Valuation of Smith Twp. School Property for 1913 

School Value 
Cooke's 1000.00 
Raccoon, Russell, and Point Pleasant 2550.00 
Plum Run 550.00 
Tenan, Cinder Hill, Farrar#l 1700.00 
No. 9 400.00 
Bulger 5000.00 
Cherry Valley( 4 Roomhouse) 4000.00 
Frances Mine 1000.00 

Building & grounds 15000.00 
Personal Property 1200.00 

Total 16200.00 



Moving to Avella. 
Prof. Thomas A. Smith, former head 

of the Langeloth schools, who recent
ly was elected supervising principal 
of the Independence township school 
system, is planning to move from his 
present home to the house at A vella 
previously occupied by A. C. Taggart. 
Professor Smith succeeds B. F. Skil
len, who was in charge of the Inde
pendence schools for a dozen years 
and resigned this spring to take 
charge of the North Strabane schools. 

Prof. Thomas A. Smith-Elected Supervising Principal 
Burgettstown Enterprise-July 16, 1935 Edition 



Sparing the Rod 
Principal George R. Norris, of the 

Burgettstown schools, recently made 
an address at a township institute 
near the county · seat, and awoke 
next morning .to find himself fam
ous. Mr. Norris spoke ag-ainst cor
poral punishment in the schools. 
Since then most of the county pap
ers have commended him for the 
stand he has taken, and on Friday' 
the Gazette-Times came out wtth 
his picture and - the following- re
marks: 

George R. Norris, principal of the 
Burg-ettstown public schools; has 
created a sensation among- the 
teachers of Washing-ton county . by 
his public statement denouncing
corporal punishment. This is the 
finilt time that any local teacher has 
had the temer.ity to come out open
ly to oppose the use of the rod. 

Norris not only denounces the 
corporal punishment method of 
control but he goes farther and 
shows by .concrete examples from 
his own school how much can be 
gained by moral snasion. At the 
beginning- of the present school 
year he and · his teacher'! decided to 
do away wit h corpora l punishments 
HS an experiment. Now· Principal 
:'\~orris dec lares the teachers find 
they are having- better order than 
ever before. Principal Norris cited 
definite cases of snpposedly bad 
boys in whom a _great chang-e for 
the better .haR been wrought by the 
new system. 

Some of the articles would lead 
one to infer that Principal Nornl!l 
has entirely done away with-corpor
al punishm.ent. This is not quite 
t rue. What Mr. Norris said was that 
at the beg-inning of the term it was 
agreed that 'the teachers were not 
to inflict corpo1·al punishment, and 
this ag-reement . has been rig-id ly 
c:uried out. The · professor is op
posed to it, but he- fee-ls yet that 
there are extremei· caE<es when no 
other remedy will (·qu.ite brinl{ the 
answer. He holds\ thHt those cases 

are very, very rare and that such 
punil!!hment might well be pro
hibited by hw. From reports 
which we have received we believe 
our schools are better dil!!ciplined 
than ever before, and during the 
seven months of the present . term 
he has . applied the paddle to not 
more than a l:.a lf-dozeo pupi ls. In 
our school days no one thought the 
teacher was earning hil!! salary if 
he didn't go the rounds two or 
three times a week. In our neigh
boring schools of. McDonald twenty 
cases of corporal punishment were 
reported for last month. We know 
the Burg-ettstown schools are better 
disciplined than those which· we at
tended, and we have an idea that 
they would not suffer any iu com
parison with those of NcDonald. 

Principal George R. Norris 
Sparing the Rod 

The Burgettstown Call- March 11, 1914 Edition 



STA IE FU"DS FOR 
DISTRICT SCHOOLS 1 

I 
G. Harold-Wagner, Auditor 

Gener·al of Pennsylvania, today 
! pproved p ayments totalling $260,-
1949.38 to 57 Washington County 
' school distri.ct s. The sums being I alloca ted were authorized by the 
Legislature for the support of pub
lic schools in- the Commonwealth. 

Schools !n th·e Panhandle di s
tric$: h ave been a llocated the fol- 1 

lowing sums: ' 
'Burgettstown- $7, 66.6·80; Cross 

Creek 'I'wp . --$4 ,650; Hanover Twp. 
--$3 , 825.1,9; Independenc-e Twp.
$8. 583. 75; Jefferson Twp. -$3, 215; 
Midway- $5-77:6.25; Murdo.cksville 
Ind . Dist .--$390 ; Robinson Twp.-
$3,746 . 67. I 

~----====~~~==----! 

State Funds for District Schools 
Burgettstown Enterprise-August 23, 1945 Edition 



1 T. B. ASSOCIATION 
. TESTS SCHOOL CHILDR~tt 
The health Educatioi} Depa 

ment of the Washington Cour 
Tuberculosis Association is co 
centrating these days on a stude 
program of tuberculosis educati: 
for many of our county hig 
schools. This intensive educa 
tional program pr ocedes the tub 
erculin service which will be of
fered to approximately 4000 nint' 
and twelfth gr ade students next 
month. Miss H. Elizabeth Furst, 
Health Education Secretary of the 
Association is visiting about 20 
schools sh owing health movies, 
with sotmd, and supplementing 
with a short talk concer n ing tub
erculosis and its conquest among 
our youth today. 

Films h ave been loaned to Bur
gettstowl',l High School to be 
shown in con junct ion with science 
and oL"ler health classes. 

The tuber culin test is a valu 
a ble test in tbe con tr ol of tuber
culosis. T he Tuberculosis Asso
ciation desires all s tuden ts to un
derstand th e significance of the 
test before it is administered to 
'hem . Durin g this educaional pro
<;;ram. the schools are sending to 
the homes, consent or . request 
-liDs which a parent is urged to 
oi<'n. Teo;t; will be adm inistered 
only to students whose parents 
"'ave !?'iven their consent for this 
service. This work is financeQ"by 
the sale of Christmas Sea ls and 
Health · Bonds with in our county . 

T.B. Association Tests School Children 
Burgettstown Enterprise-February 22, 1945 Edition 



:1TEACHERS EXAMINATION AT MCDONALD1
l The followin~took.the teachers ex-i
amination at McDonaldl!st Friday: i

Burgettstown-Nettie V. Allisoni
Nancy McBride,J~nar? Savage, Frank;
D. Savage, Madeline Seabright, John!
B. Seabright' Oliveteott, Lena Smiley,!
Wilmer Siefel.' • ,. t

South B.~rgettsto~-Hazel Tait. r
Cherry Valley-Sus\e E. McGill. I
Hanlin Station-Francis E. Scott. I

HOO1{stown-RaI~h, _~~~~. i

- "

Teachers Examination at McDonald
Burgettstown Enterprise-June 30, 1909 Edition



TEACHERS' BAC.K 
PAY IS IN SIGHT 

School teachers of Smith township, 
who have been waiting all summer for 
over-due salaries are about to receive 
their checks, it was learned today. 
Smith township, a third class school 
district has received · notice from 
Harrisburg, that a check for $14,000 
will be paid within a few days. This 
represents th.e balance in state aid 
due since last February, and the final 
amount due on 1939-40 payments. 

Auditor General F. Clair Ross to
day approved payment of $1,301,379 
in state aid to more than 2200 fourth 
class school districts of the Common
wealth- withheld since February. 

Warrants approved today represent 
the final 17 per cent of the semi-an
nual payment for the support of pub
lic schools in these districts during 
the school ·ye.ar 1939~40 due last Feb
ruary. Total payments due at that 
time were $7, 65·5~ 1&3 of which only 
83 per cent--QJ;' $6' 263' 306' after de
ductions- was paid. 

Today's payments cover the remain
der due and reimburses fourth. class 
districts in full for the 1939-40. term. 
Next regular payments are due in 
August. 

Fourth class districts in this section 
will receive the following payments: 
Burgettstown, $1,.225. 53; Cross Creek 
twp., $629.00; Hanover twp., $4£9.-

! 00; Jefferson twp. , $584. 80; McDon-

1 

aid, $2, 43"2. 70; Midway, $883. 58; 
Robinson twp. • $503. 20. 

Teacher's Back Pay is in Sight 
Burgettstown Enterprise-July 31, 1941 Edition 



Burgettstown, Pa. · Thursday, January 18, 1945 

Teachers Plan Meeting To Hear 
About Proposed Salary Bills 

Bu rget t stown Teac her s' Associ4-
1 

beginnez·'s pay of $1600 per year 
tion is planning a meet ing qf for college g rad u <1 t es who enter 
Branch 2 of t h e Wash ington Coun- t h e li:~ac.hing profession , and in
~Y Ed uc~.t i ona l Assoc.ia tion to be cz:ements according to yea r s of ex
h eld in the hi gh sc hool a uditor- peri -·nC fl , prepa ratir: n and adclit ion
i urn on Thur:o day ev;:ning , J <1 nu ary a l edu catjon. T he lJas ic teacher's 
25. Wilbert Welch, P ri ncira..l of beg inning sa lary in 3rd and 4th 
Uni on hi fi h school is Ch a.irman of c la~s distz·icts , wh ich incl udes 

1 
t his dist J:·ic t a nd w ill pres.ide alt Bur gr.:ts town a nci Sm ith to.wnship 

1 t h e m e•Jt_i ng . Mr . Welch will pr - ll iJW, is $101)0 to $1 200. 
I SPnt Leg i ~l ators of Washi ngtt~~ ~ Educa tors from B •1 rget tstown, 
! County who will d isc uss propo&e rl Hi.ckory and McD:m '!.l d and Smith, 
i lodslati on now be f•·e the P cnnsyl- Rohinsc-n, H a nover, J Effe r son, 
: vania Se nate and Asqeml;ly. Cr oss Creek a nd TndependPnce 
;[ P et!er D. Eli ~h , H o.u£1\: <; n an d J. townships wi ll a,ttend this meet-
D . p ,,]Jon, Avell a, m em hers of t he ing. 
Le~ i "l atu re and Sr11 ator Wall?.ce Bnr<~ett s t"o1v n Teach er 's A PSO

S. Gou rley o.f H ouston pla n to at- ciation met in th e h ig h school on 
t end thi s m eeting . T h P p ropo' ed Wednesday eve·nin g, J anuary 17, 
l e::d ~ l :cJ.t ion , preparr d 'dth t,h e ap- with Pre~idnnt George Lew is pre
pi'Oval o f th e Stat e Ed 11 ca tional . siding- det a ils for the January 25 , 
AssociatJion would prov ide a bas ic meE"•tings . 

Teachers Plan Meeting to Hear about Proposed Salary Bills 
Burgettstown Enterprise-January 18, 1945 Edition 



1H. L. Tennyson Granted Leave From Schoo·l Distrid; 
W. P. Miller E.leded Ading Superintendent 

HARRY L. TENNYSON 

H;arry L. Tennyson, superintendent of Burgettstown-Smith 
Tow n sh ip schools , w ill study f or his doctor's degr ee at the Univ er 

sity of Southern California this year since he has been granted a 

~~bsence b~he Burgettstown-Smith Township School boar~.J 

Harry L. T ennyson, superintendent o~ Burgettstown· 
Smith Township schools, was granted a sabbatical leaye ol 
absence for one year effective September 1, 1947, b:y 
the joint borough and township school board in session 
Tuesday evening. 

Mr. Tennyson, who is taking his first leave of absence 
in 21 years of teaching and supervisory work, plans to study 
f or his doctor's degree in school administration at the Uni· 

============== · versity of Southern. California at 

WI>IJLIAM P. MILLER 

lllfilliam P. Miller-acting super-

intendent of the Burgettstown-

Smith Township School district. 

W. HA:ROLD MALONE 

!Harold Malone-assistant prin-
cipal at U.H.S. . 

Los Angeles, Cal., during thE 
year 1947-48. He has agreed, 
however, to return to the Eur
gettstown-'Smith Township school 
district at least one year fol:ow
in.g the expiration of his leave. 
The Tennyson. family expects to 
move temporarily -to Californ ia 
soon after September 1. 

William P. Miller, present as
sis tant prinCipal, was appointee'~ 
acting superintendent to replace 
Mr. Tennyson for one year. Har
old Malone, faculty member in 
the science department, will as
sume the duties of the assistant 
principal for the same period. 

!Mr. Miller, who is especially in
terested in administrative work, 
served in the capacity of princi
pal during W. J. Welch's leave 
of absence -in 1946. 

Two vacancies in the teaching 
staff at Union .high school - were 
filled at the Tuesday evening 
meeting when the board elected 
Miss Kathryn Wilson, present 
teacher in Munhall high school, as 
an instructor of Spanish and Lat
in. Mi~s Wilson, who holds a 
masters' degree from the Uni
versity of Pittsburgh and who has 
attended ·beth Duke University 
.and the University of Wisconsin 
_for special work in Spanish, is a 
teacher <Yf four year's experience. 

Miss Alicemarie Blasek of 
Bellevue, who also hold a mas
ter's degree and who taught last 
year at Cr:afton high school, was 
elected to fill the vacancy left in 
the commercial department -upon 
the resignation of Mrs. Marie 
Love Smiley. 

Two other vacancies still exist 
in the English department, and 
to date the position of school 
nurse for the Burge~tstown
Sm\th township schoo.ld district 
has not been filled, Mrs. Garey 
having recently resigned. Local 
nurses, who may be at all inter
ested in the position, should see 
Mr. Tennyson at once. -- --- ------

H. L. Tennyson Granted Leave From School District; 
W. P. Miller Elected Acting Superintendent 

Burgettstown Enterprise-July 17, 1947 Edition 
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THE VANISHING ONE-ROOM SCHOOL 

RUTH CELESTA MILLER 
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Before Callery became a borough, Adams Township 

had eleven schools. No. 1 Conley, No. 2 Galbraith, No. 3 

Orr, No. 4 Myoma, No. 5 Forsythe, No. 6 McMarlin, No. 7 

and No. 8 Callery (it was a two story building), No. 9 

Downieville, No. 10 Fiel (later Ludwig) and No. 11 Beers. 

The first school buildings were log , except the 

Orr School which was brick. Later it was moved forty o r 

fifty rods from the o ld site and rebuilt of hand hewn 

timeer. Both buildings were on the Orr property near the 

Brownsdale Valencia Road. In 1899 it was torn down and a 

new frame building erected on the Robert Parks farm and was 

thereafter known as the Parks School . It was abandoned 

when the electric cars began to operate and the c~ildren 

were sent to the Ludwig School by streetcar . 

Before school houses were built, classes were 

organized in verious homes and instruction in the common 

branches was given . Mr. Robert Hill taught in the first 

log building in 1805 1 it being located on or near tthe o l d 

Davis farm. In 1837 a log school was built near Callery -

a little west of t he borough. That buiJding also was 

albandoned and moved to where the Ludwig School stood. 

Most of the material was used in building the Fiel and 

Ludwig Schools. About 1848, Samuel Hood taught the f i rst 
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school in the nieghborhood of Robbins Mil l . He used 

the house vacated by Ruben Conaby . 

The Myoma School first stood on the west side 

of the B & 0 Railroad on the McCombs property . In 1904 

it was adbandoned and Bethel Church was tought and used 

for school purposes until June 3 , 1951 when all on~room 

schools were abandoned and the consolidated school was 

erected on property owned by the United Presbyterian 

Home for Children . 

Some of the buildings were / omp l etely destroyed 

but Callery , Ludwig and Downieville were remodled into 

homes. 

Conley School is used as a marble shop. Myoma lS 

gradually rotting away and the Forsythe School is still 

standing at this date, 1971. 

Anyone who had the inclination and was able to 

read, write, spell and count to a certain degree could 

teach . Robert Hill , John Irvine , Silas Miller, Samuel 

Hood, Timothy Ward, Matthew Wright, Joe Staples, Joseph 

and Robert Cowdn and one or two Douthetts were teachers. 

According to Butler County History of 1883, the 

first log school was built in 1805 with Matthew Wright, 

Timothy ward and Joseph Kirk serving as ceachers , but 

according to other references, Robert Hill was the fiLst 

teacher. 
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The buildings were very crude and by 1836 the 

buildings were constructed or reconstructed of hand 

hewn timber which gave them a superior appearance . They 

all looked alike for two reasons; one was the same men 

built all or most of them and two, the people of the 

&ommunity were of Scotch Irish extraction and being of 

the Scottish Presbyterian faith, they were opposed to 

anything that would take the attention of the children 

away from their studies. Thus, everything was very 

simple and plain. 

No. 1 or Conley School may have been the Hill 

School of earlier days. There is no record to justify 

this other than the fact that Robert Hill was the first 

teacher anrl the Hill settlement was in the vicinity. 

Later the Conleys moved in the area and changed the name. 

The original building - other than the old log school -

is where the marble works are at the intersection of 

Brownsdale- Valencia Road and Denny Road. 

Besides the teachers who taught in the early 

days of the school, there were Estella Udick, Namome Boyd, 

Martha Park, Ruth C. MilLer, V~ola Hartung, Marjorie Boyd 

and Edward Fester . 

No. 2 or Galbraith School stood across the road 

from Rev. Galbraith's house; later occupied by John Cooper 

and Earl Grubbs. 
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No early reference is made of teachers, but some 

who d~d teach there were Pauline Hartzell Renison, Linnin 

Miller Bosler, Amy Olive Cox and Grace Sherman Fullerton . 

Walter Pearce bought the building and made a house 

near his own property . 

No. 3, first called Orr School , later the Parks 

School . The first two buildings stood close to the 

Brownsdale-Valencia Road. The third or last building 

stood in an open field on the Robert Parks farm and was 

reached by a lane. The nearest road was a short connec~ing 

road with the Three Degree Road. This short road is now 

called Huch Road. 

Teachers who taught in the second building were 

Sally Sloan Bryson, Absalom Gray, Baury Irvine, Ora 

Kennady Sherman and Mr . Painter. In the last building 

were Lyda Millinger, Ethey Orr , Joseph Miller and Grace 

Thompson. The school was then closed and the children 

sent to No. 10 by streetcar. The property was returned 

to the owner . The building wa~ sold first ~o Dewitt 

Kennedy and he sold it to w. Leslie Shannon who used the 

materi~l for the house in which he is now living. The 

land of Robert Parks farm was ~old to Jacob Huch whose 

children still own. 

No . 4 or Myoma School first stood across from 

the B & 0 Railroad on the William McCombs property . 
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It faced what is now Tr ! elman Road. Some of the 

teachers were Samuel Ar 1strong, George Dombart, Virginia 

Cookson, Elizabeth(Bessie)Brown or Bowen and Grace Braham 

aunt of Judge Walter Braham, Lawrence County. 

In 1904 the school board bought Beth~l Chursh and 

fitted it over into a school. This building faces the 

Thielman Road and stands a few rods from the Mars-Evans 

City Road. The building is gradually falling down . 

Some of the teachers were John Cashdollar, John 

Reichle, Ella ReichlelPerry), Rachel Irvine Werner, Lulu 

Irvine, Grace Irvine, Ellodie North; William Parsons, 

Fanny Weinstein, Linnie Miller Bosler, Jane Stitzer, Ruch 

C. Miller and Ethel Davis . 

No. 5 or Forsythe School was erected on the 

William Davison property afterwards owned by his sons, 

Thomas and Roger . The property was given with the under

standing that when no longer needed for education 

purposes, it would revert to the owners . The building is 

still standing but in decay. It faces Forsythe Road. 

Some of the teachers were James Rowan, Olive 

Ralston, Helen Marberger Slack, Blanche Crawford , Ada 

Hamilton and Irene Brooks. 

No. 6 or Mc Marl i n Schc.ol was built o n the Mc~tarlln 

property at the end of the lane which led from the farm 

buildings to the main road. This property was sold to 

William Velte and later to Mr . Stamets. 
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Some of the teachers were Ella Reichle Perry, 

John Reichle, Ora Kennedy Sherman and Ester Boice . 

No. 7 and No. 8 or the Callery School consisted 

of two rooms. The lower room was No.7 and upper No. 8 

It wa~ built on the property of Job Staples and stood 

across the road from Crestview Presbyterian Church . The 

entire school property was sold to Lollo and Cartwright 

who made an apartment dwelling . 

Some of the teachers were Elizabeth (Bessie) 

Bowen, Virginia Cookson, John Shannon, Mable Confer, Miss 

Reef , Helen Ferguson, Jean Hildebrand , 

Chauncey J . Miller and Mrs. Bond . 

For many years all eighth graders went to Callery 

for a final examination to permit them to enter an 

Academy or later tc High School. Most of the examination 

was written. Reading and mental arithmetic were oral . 

Henry B. Kiester and Miss Rainey, who gave me my oral 

exam, gave some of the examinations. Other teachers in 

the township were present and helped correct papers . For 

many years before Mars had a high school there eighth 

graders went to Callery for this examination. 

No. 9 or Downieville stood at the intersection of 

a roa.d which crossed the railroad with Mars-Valencia Road , 

I am not sure \llhO owned the original property but think 

it was part of the Downie tract . It is an apartment now. 
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Some of the teachers were t-tar1.e Allison, Anna 

Longdon, Dayle Schwab, Alna Davison, Janet Mincer Mattern, 

Margaret Lurting Cupp, Ella Reichle Perry and Ruth C. Miiler. 

No, 10 the Ludwig School was originally built 

west of Callery . When the Callery School was built, the 

old building was moved to the Besnecker farm one mile 

north of Mars. It faces what is now Dobson Road . It was 

called the Besnecker School. 

When LE. c. Ludwig, the florest in Pittsburgh 

bought the property and built a large green house, the 

electric streetcar was in operation and used for shipping 

into Pittsburgh. This station was called Ludwig so 

eventually the school was called the same. Some often 

called it the Fiel School since the Fiel's purchased the 

property later. 

The entire property was sold to Mr. Dowling wh o 

converted it into a dweiling and lived there several 

years. It was later sold to Mr. Roberts, a teacher 1.n 

the consolidate school. 

Some of the teachers were M. Kline Jordan, 

Laury Irvine, Wilda Irvine, Lulu Irvine, Sara Hamilton, 

Anna Douthett Fogal and Ruth C . Miller. 

No. 11 or Beers School was built on property 

owned by James Beers now owned by M. Dale Cashdollar. 

The part where the school stood was sold to James Kramer, 

torn down and used in building a house. 

About 1889 C. B. Baxter Irvine and Jacob Miller 
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in the vicinity dlf Old Union Church who would have to 

go to No. 3 school on the Huch farm or to the Myoma 

School. The Board decided it was too far for the 

smaller children to walk and decided to erect this 

school. ~ndrew Rosebaugh opposed the building of 

another school in the township. It was finally settled 

by moving Orr School, No. 3 to the Parks farm and 

build the Beers School. 

Some of the teachers were Nellie Cowden, the 

first, followed by Amy Ol ive(ollie) Cox, for t wo years, 

Bertha Welsh Flinner, Ollie Cox again for two yearst 

Ida Jackson and Jessie Black Watson. Others were 

Floyd Hoffman, Mr. McCoy, Gertrude Turner, Ethel Dunlop, 

Ella Barr, Orpha Wigton , Mary Harbison , Clemence Schneide r , 

Ehtel Davis, Edna Hartung Stenzel, Ruth Nicely, Edna 

Perry, Emma Beitler, Miss steinheiser and Ruth c. Miller . 

Other teachers in the township were Florence 

Irvine , Estella Zeigler, Helen Barr , Ethel Kennedy, Winlfrcd 

Bovard, Anna Bailey} Frannie Crawford, Bessie Hutchman, 

Helen c. Barr, Irene Miller and J. C. Langdon. 

School directors in 1909 were J. C. Digh~~ J. A. 

Humes, w. L . Marburger, T. w. !!ayes, D. B. Stoup and 

Robert Anderson. c . H. ThieLman bagan serving in 191 0 . 

In 1911 Perry E. Cooper was elected to serve two 

years, A. A. Cooper and A. C. r~osebaugh for terms of four 
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years and C. H. Thielman for six years . These same 

men served in 1912 with the addition of J. A. Humes . 

In 1920 C. H. Schwab, J. A. Humes, W. H. Cashdollar and 

w. C. Hoffman served as directors and again in 1921. 

C. H. Schwab served for 18 years . Those who have 

served at various times were; Harry Wagoner, Earl 

Thielman, Charles Werner, Edward Wolf, Ausmun .Marburger, 

Louis Wohlgemuth, James Wohlgemuth, w. H. Miller, 

Frank Cashdollar, Francis Kennedy, .Margaret .Morrison, 

and Ethel Tindall. 

A few items omitted: Helen Humes Crawford taught 

in the township, Miss Hooks (Irene's sister) taught .. 
No . 5, Walter Marburger a~so a teacher along with .Mary 

Smith Allender, Oliver Cashdollar , Grace Allender and 

Clara McCarl . 

The eight grade or county super intendent was also 

the principal of usually the largest school in the 

county . He made the examina tion for entrance to high 

school. Visiting teachers first assisted in correcting 

these exams but later all papers were sent to the county 

office and a committee was appointed to correct them. 

In the beginning the wages were low and the term 

six months . About 1900 the term was extended to sev~n 

months and to eight months about 1920. In 1940 it WJS 

set at nine months. During the early period the teachers 

roomed and boarded generally with a member of the school 
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board or with some family near the school. In 1910 

the vages were $42.50 monthly. Between 1915 and 1920 

they were increased to $50.00. They were increased 
._, , 
to $100.00 around 1930. 

eesides C. H. Th~eleman, C. H. Schwab and J . A. 

Humes served the greatest number of years as di r ector. 

Most of the bells, if not all, were purchased by 

raising money through box socials and literaries. 

Myoma School was outstanding in the field of literary 

work. It had many talented young people past school 

age who took an active part. 

Mary Blakeley in the Beers School was a. "bright 

and shining star. •• She was knowm for reciting long poems. 

Her favorites were "The Buriel of Moses" and "Curfew 

Shall Not Ring Ton~ght ... Many of the children could play 

some musical instrument . "The School House On The Hill" 

was a favorite song . for the Beers School. And, "Onward 

Christian Soldiers" for the Ludwig School . 

The flag which hung in the Beers School(not the one 

outside) was carried by John Beers during the Civil War. 

It had a faint blood stain in the lower right-hand corner. 

His wife, Mary Hamilton Beers, gave it to the school in 

his memory. 

Joseph Cashdollar used the first Myoma School buildlng 

to erect a granary. 
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The teachers did all the i r own work as janitor. If 

they hired it done they paid out of their own pockets. 

Until about 1935 the teachers furnished their kindling 

wood and after that time a part of the lindling was 

furnished by the Board . 

All the teachers stressed the three "R' s". 

Ollie Cox stressed historyt technical grammer, civil 

government and physiology . Her father being a Civil War 

vetern aroused her patriotism to its fullest . Reed and 

Kellogg grammar was used and diagrams were heavily 

stressed. 

Music instruction was introduced about 1940. Many 

years before, James Rowan had taught singing but it was 

discontinued because of the lack of funds. Then about 

1940 Margaret Coddington followed by Clemence Schneider 

were hired to teach mus~c . The children with few 

exceptions were talented in music and excellent singers . 

Spencerian system of writing was first used. A year 

of vertical writing spoiled many a child's handwriting. 

This was followed by the Palmer system. Later the 

Peterson system followed by the Painter system. W. c. 

Painter visited the schools once a month and gave the 

teachers instructions for teaching methods . 

John Fowler Cashdollar was noted for h~s beautiful 

hand- ariting. For many years he wrote the names on the 

Slippery Rock Normal diplomas. 
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In 1901 when the state made it compulsory that all 

children were to be vacc i nated against small-pox, Dr. 

E. L. Wason of Callery went to each school in the township 

and vaccinated the chi ldren. After 1901 children were 

required to be vaccinated before entering school . 

The buildings were hard to heat in the winter. The 

large stoves standing in the middle of the room was too 

hot for those near by and not hot enough for those sitting 

near the outs i de walls. A type of furnace was tried in 

several buildings but without success . 

"Fairwell, One-Room Schools ! .. Those were the happy 

days and we could read, write, spell and count when we 

were finished with the eight grade . 

Supplement : April 1971 

The earlier teachers were well known for the 

disci jlin in the school rooms and on the playgrounds. 

Herbert Shelatoe and Samuel Hood were long remembered 

for their strict disciplin. Silas Miller was better 

known for teaching charac ter and the elementary subjects. 

He was well r ead and had mastered many subjects beyond 

those which he taught. He wrote and composed music ~nd 

conducted a singing school ac Myoma . He was a good 

penman and surveyor. He wrote many legal documents s uch 

as wills and deeds. He also surveyed many farms and 

roads in southern Butler County . 
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Among the teachers already Listed, the following 

have been brought to my attention: At the second No. 3 

or Orr's School were Herbert Shelatoe, Maude McClymonds, 

Lula Painter, Allen Painter, Richard Timblin, Emma Brown 

Nicklas, Susan Stuart Blakeley, Amelia Gilliland Irvine, 

Mr. Hosick, and Laury Irvine was the last teacher. 

No 4, MyomaJ Helen Marburger, Blanche Crawford, 

Vivian Dodds and Doyle Schwab. 

l'~o No . 5, Forsythe; Katherine Hooks, Alice Kincaid 

McPherson, Mr. Bixler and Mr. Hoover. 

No. 8 , Callery; Wellington Irvine. 

No. 9, Downieville; Wilber Kennedy, James Wohlgemuth, 

Harry Bruce, Raymond Davidson , Margaret Gay Hartung, and 

Minnie Gross . 

No. 11, Beers; Alice Stuart Ramsey, Grace McGee Cashdollar , 

Paul Wohlgemuth , Dora Twentier, Mildred Beers , Pea~l K~dd, 

Betty Ellenberger and Miss Kriess . 

Two others taught in the township but their schools 

are unknown: Raymond Ziegler and Emma Clark. 

No. 2, Galbraith School was first called Crowe School. 

They had a large tract of land in the area. Crowe property 

was sold to Isaac Blakeley so it was also known as Blakeley 

School prior to the time of Rev . Galbraith. 

This story is not Conclusive . It was done most l y 

from memory and old-time accounts. My thanks to all. 

RUTH CELESTA MILLER 
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~ -~eUn1on ·marks Turney School's clo_$1ng 
Bells at school 
rang fmal time 
ftfty years ago 
By Jon Stevens 
For The Enterprise 

I Childhood experiences for those 
who attended an elementary school 
in Jefferson Township more than 
50 years ago are much more than 
faded memories. 

More than 130 classmates, and · 
relatives of those who attended the 

I 
Turney School four miles from 
Avella in Washington County, gath
ered Saturday, Aug. 27, at St. 
John's Byzantine Church in Avella 
to reminisce 50 years after the 
school closed in 1944. 

Tony Zick, who graduated from 
the Turney School in 1933, attend
ed his seventh reunion. 

"People still come back to visit 
families , and we had some come as 

· far as the state of California," he 
said. 

"I believe the attraction is the 
hometown. People come to visit 
with people the~' grew up with. We 
were all very close to each other," 
Zick said. 

The school, which opened in 
1922, accommodated grades one 
through eight, and the first reunion 
was in 1962. 

The late Anthony Muzopappa of 
Burgetttsown was sort of the histo
rian of the school, documenting 
past reunions and providing some 
history of the school. 

Classes were first held in 1921, 
and the school was built because of 
the influx of immigrants who came 
to work in the area coal mines, 
Muzopappa ~I't:5te in 1992. 

THE E~TERPRISE / KIM BISSELL 

FORMER MEMBERS OF the Turney School marked the 50th anniversary of the school 's closing Saturday. 

Turney consisted of two wooden 
buildings, a wooden coal shed and 
two wooden outhouses, and it was 
supervised by four teachers. 

Each room was heated by a duct
less furnace maintained by a boy 
from that particular room. 

Zick said the principal, A.D. 
White, who died at the age of 99, 
had the idea of holding a school 
reunion rather than a class 
reunion. 

The first reunion was held at 
Meadowcroft Village. 

According to Muzopappa, the 
ritual of the reunion, since 1962, 
has evolved from a school reunion 
to a reunion consisting of anyone 
who ever lived in the area. 

The area where Turney School 

stood has since been strip mined 
and is now an unrecognizable 
wasteland. 

"But the spirt of Turney is alive 
and well," Muzopappa wrote. "It 
endures in the hearts of all those 
hardy individuals who were thrown 
together in the struggle for sur
vival. .. people of all nationalities 
- Polish, Hungarian, Italian, 
Greek, Slovenian, English - who 
learned to live side-by-side as 
neighbors." 

As it was Saturday, and as it had 
been for the years before, those 
coming back to the reunion retired 
to their tables to eat, while others 
skipped lunch in order to mingle. 

Muzopappa spoke highly of his 
principal, A. D. White, noting he 

Reunion Marks Turney School Closing 
The Enterprise-September 7, 1994 Edition 

carried food to school for hungry 
children. " He understood one 
tenet: "A child studies much better 
with a full stomach." 

Muzopappa, who died recently, 
said no one can guess how long this 
quaint custom will continue. "Per
haps it will go on until only' one 
Turney student is left alive. And · 
then perhaps that last remaining 
student will make the pilgrimage to 
the grounds of the church on a 
balmy day in August and, with 
bowed head, murmur, 'I am here, 
my very dear friends, to carry on 
the Turney tradition and I miss you 
all so much.' " · 

Considering the turnout Satur
day, it could be quite a while before 
those words are heard. 
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Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 
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Seniors who maintained 
a scholastic· average of 3.0 
or better are pictured 
above. First row. left to 
right, C he r y 1 F indHng, 
Ruth Bertovich~ Ruth Fra-

tini, Debbie Herbert, Ka
thy Lonick, Susan Rine
hart, Susan Vranjes and 
Carol Sebolt. Second row, 
Betty Jane Rigo, Sandy Ja
nowitz, Mary Ann Tasz .. 

. - . 
Carmen Diaz, Diane Vis-
nich, Kathy J ancart and 
Mary Vennero Third row, 
Bob Pavlich, Mel Riddile~' 
Roger Bertovich and Steve 
Harris. 

Seniors who maintained a Scholastic Average of 3.0 or Better 
Awards Day Assembly at Union High School 

Burgettstown Enterprise-June 12, 1968 Edition 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



Seniors ·who maintain-
ed a scholastic average 

:of 3.0 or better are pic
. tured ahpve. First row, 
. l~!t to right, Dorothy Kli- . 
menko, A n n a McMahon, 
Terry J elovich, Betsy Ko
phazi, Peggy Rotta, Dee 

Dee J anulewicz, Karlene 
Wetzel and Sandy Rhode. 
Second row, Georgia Kemp, 
Mary Ann Karas, Jane 
Gob 1 e c k, Patty Nuriez, 
Cheryl Smith and Kathy 
Smalleyo Third row, Ed 

Sci am ann a, Leon P e n
dracky, Paul DePaul, Da
vid Creps, Steve Harris 
::md Sam Muscaro. Fourth 
r ow, Albina Filipponi, 
Tootsie B o n g i o r n i and 
:eresa Rupani. ... 

Seniors who maintained a Scholastic Average of 3.0 or Better 
Awards Day Assembly at Union High School 

Burgettstown Enterprise-June 12, 1968 Edition 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 





CLASS OF 1934 
ENJOYS REUNION 

Several a:lumni of the class of 1934 
of Union High School met in re
uni on, Monday evening, July 10, a.t 
the New P enn Club on Route 88 ,near 
Pittsburgh. Included in the party 
we1:e Dr. and Mrs·. Robert Steele· of 
Pitca irn and Mr. and Mrs . J. P a:ul 
L awther of. Canonsburg. Mrs. Steel e, 
formerly, E,lizabeth T. Smith, and J. 
Paul Lawther were former members 
of the faculty at Union High school. 
Those attending the a ffair were: Mr. 
a·nd Mrs. Alfred Christy, Mr. and 
Mrs. Rie.har.d Reasons . Katherine 
Dubich, Helen McMahon, Delphina 
Prende:>, , June Davidson, Jos·ephine 
Jackson, Katherine McMahon, Meryl 
Berry, Gerald.ine King, Joseph Du
bic.h, Maurice Johnson, Ralph Dold, 
Mary Dugas, J. T. Davis, Bernard 
Griffith, Edward Ounni.ngham, Rob
ert Hull!Singer, and St ephen Benn. 

UHS Class of 1934 Reunion 
Burgettstown Enterprise-July 13, 1939 Edition 





Top row, le ft t.o r igh t --Felix F'il.ipJJoni, George P:H'IiCk. A nd rew Pet rus. I·Jnr·old Pin der , Che!>ter l\l ell.o,·ich , president, Vern Mnr.lin, secretary :1ntl trC3SUrcJ· , Clarence 
P ower, v ic~ president ; J oseph K ubo,· ic, Se\'erino Nico lclto , Joe N~til'U . Row 2-Joscph R..'\sh , Lillie .P'Ja.ncc. , J oscphluc Gets inger , M::u·gnrct Haycs , H.osc Tcsw,L~onn Curci!), 
i\on;, Ri ne lla, g!l ~;'lbCth Yesko. ~lar t hn Turucr. Florence '1'nuche1·_. James Savn~c. Row 3- Percy l ... ~·lltc lc :s ene Sm ith , l nes Spr:~ndo, Gertrude J( o.m:ius, Wa1-ra Sonia . 
El:Une Sc.:u·cm, R uth t\nn ltu 'l.~C il , Emmo Stebc., su::lla Surh:'l, .\JilcheiJ 1\II"OCZI!OW;;lkl. Row 4--Stc,·e Swtln i k , Dol'is l\'t"ry, Hntlt i.\tcnce.Jy , Loretta Petroski., Bentricc Pihtto, 
Leopolda Pirih, S te U<t J~ennle, 1'her <>sa Rh·ctti, June Phi1lips z ) Ieiba .Pack, Wa lter Ozimek . Row 5-Jgg y Sullie, l.orminc ln.g lctie l.d , Jennie :\1ulek, Sarnh l\likc , E\•a 
Panconl. ~\·c l yn Marcucci, Mll rr .1\JcCombs, .Juli:t !\!mi re, 1luth ~l cCaus l a nd, John Ntl\·nge. Row 6-WiUi r~.m Y i ~nich, i\"augh ty Com~al e;.r., Thelma Hogue , Almeda Hitch· 
ccck , )lne Hermes, li!ste ll c H<l l ulko . Ann~1 McCombs, Helen L..1.hcta, Bett)' Kuhn, Helen 'J\rznoucke, D twiel Menn. Row 7- ;\lal"io Gobleck, ~l'inn ie Pcll:1k. Ltlctitla l''re
ville . F'lennor l;~,.;, l lni, Loul::.c Goblcck, Irene Hab:1, i\Iarlcline Howe, ?ilat·y J;;natich , Betty C:unnbeU, Tony Ostop. Row 8- \V:dter Lipnicky, He len Oomioski, l\laroa•·ct 
DcLuc.:l, i\lnry Dube-nko, ~l nry Oom in . ~l arr Gilson, D C!'!>!l Da r bu:sh, Helen Ba by:1k, Eliznbcth Poster . Mary Fcrn:l.ndez , l\likc Prcbcg. Row 9-Chn rles Doerr. Fr:uwei\ 
Do.\Udc.t , Crru:e Cowan, ;\,f:tq::aret DelJ>rnto, Dor:-t Dclenne , Feliua Dc'Pn.u l, \' irgi nio. Bia lo.s k.}', Hel en Fabian. ~ru·t;:tret F cdorsin, R~1 J)b Ri·untn~z . Row 10-J(•hn D.1nck, .T ack 
St•cllon . Em:nHJet Sc •·~fl kis, J nnc Fa,;;an . Lud i o.:~ llomgo , Ycrna 81'0S I!y , Bcu.r Cl-eJ>S, Da ule F illppoHI, "\\' ill lam Scn<:7.S7.Yil • .lohn S:tser . John Ossl\0 . Row 11--Eliwln Tnvlo1·, 
Anthon·r Ynkimn , Joe Ynnni, Jose:ph Pus;.tcri, Ella Mae l·li ck:! , F wngcs King , Mi1.3n 'l'omich , l!!d Shubeysk i, ..loi.Hl Spon t ~lk , , l'~mnces Shaw . Rovv 12- Lt'On SUI'ba , D:.t\"i\1 
1•t.mno, Herman Verd in , Joseph T<nm ire;:, Al Homan , Robert Kun kel, Hobert Myers, J n.mes. .\1urphy. StC\'C 1\:amlray , Dwight Harpe1·, George Hannn. Row 13- Ccor:-:-c 
Atherton , Fron k Longe\' itch, Uuffy BnrLo, George B leh i, Louie Colt yahn . Al!red De \'n.lkenecr, George Dol.d.. Walte r 1:':\"c r"S.ole, Walter ':!r•orsc . Nick 'H3lltlhan. Row 14 
Ja.mes Gunn, Cb3rles Getsinger , ,loo;euh ~·l c.C:.tl\"in, J ames ficnr~p. 'Mario Alou ise, J . Cla•·Jc l\lacJ<enzle , WIIIJ:un Allison, Wa lter Cramer, MiKe Geffert, R;1ymond Lllr:ask i. 

Graduates ofUnion High School, Class ofMay 1940 
Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



P rocessional 
Invocation 
Welcome 

THIRTY-FIRST ANNUAL 

Graduation Exercises 
UNION HIGH SCHOOL 

Burgettst own, Pa. 

Commenceme,nt Program 
HILL MEMORIAL STADIUM 

Thursday Evening, June 2, 1949 

7:00 P . M., D .S.T. 

"Union H igh School Alma Mat er" Band 
Rev. J. Herbert Cruickshank 

William Cindrich 
President of Senior Class 

Trombone Solo "The Little Chief" 
Ray Stewart 

" Where Do We Go From Here" 
George Humphries Tolley 

By Arthur Pryor 
Address 

James town, New York 
"The Story of a Tack"; " Three Little Maids" 

" The Whistling Girl" - Girls' Sextet 
Carol Flegal, Gloria Gomez, Anna Mae S troud, 

Doris Tope, Ruth Dovec, Martha Moore 
Presentation of Awards H. L. Tennyson 

Supervising Principal 
Presentation of Class 

Principal 
Acceptance of Class 

]. W . Welch 

Presentation of Diplomas Carl Latella 
President of Burgettsto.wn-Smith Township School Board 

Benediction Rev. J. Herbert Cruickshank 
Recessional Band 

UHS Class of 1949 Graduation Exercises 
Burgettstown Enterprise-June 2, 1949 Edition 

Fort Vance Historical Society 



U. H.§. OUCllflESTRA 
The lwc:nty-six piece orchestr.1 of U. H. S. has, in tht• pasl term. developed 

very r;:tpidly under the direction of Jvlr. Schooley. 
It has provided music for several pbys. dinners, and student dances. 
The orchestra entered the county music contest and took second place in the 

second class group. 
The following arc the members and their positions: 

Dorothy Inglefield _ 
Vera l'vlcCoy ... 
John Alagn.1 __ 
Gilbert i\LLw~v 
Paul Blaine 
\Villi:Jlll \Va~hcovich 

Donald Stitl 
Cha,·ics Crimmingcr 
Angc:lo Spanogians 
Clco:ge J Iamcrick ___ _ 
Everett Stewart 
Gern icc Inglefield _ ..... __ ... __ __ _ 

_ __ Piano 
LibrJrian-·-i\ss:stant Pianist 

..... Tub.1 
Trombone 
Trombone 

_ ...... Clarinet 
Clari;11.•t 

_ Clarinn 
..... ----- _. ·--- CL1rinet 

SaxtJphone 
Saxophone 
Saxophone 

Junius Parh:1m -···-·· Drums 
Tn1mnct 

... Trumpet 
Ranjo 

______ BanJO 

Betty \VrJv 
.L1ck Palin 
Ralph Dc;ld 
Lloyd McBee 
Lloyd Hindman _____ __ 
Joe Lombat·do 
Lynn HiL 
Stanley Zupan 
Emil Cot;lange 
Ci!Jdys P;:Jctzcl . ___ ... 
Sam Durst 
[melio i'v!artincz 
Ch;lr]cs ~Vll•stcr 

First Violin 
Violin 
Violin 
Violin 
Violin 
Violin 

Second Violin 
Violin 
V1olin 

Union High School Orchestra 
The Enosis-1931 Yearbook 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



Walker's Rock-May 21, 1891 

List of attending teachers and students from the Union Academy in alphabetical 
order: Alice Bridgman, Minnie Grimes, Ada Cole, Laura Cole, Annie Kelly, Sue Allison, 
Bertha Rice, Laura Pyle, Mary Wilson, Annie Johnston, Tess Vance, Nana Moore, Mary 
McCalister, Lily Simpson, J.M. Bridgman, John Russell, Thomas Stevenson, Arthur Reed, 
Robert Lee, Francis Cunningham, Hugh Leith, Robert Linn, and John Sharry. 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 
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Union H i-Lite 
Published m ,1nthly by the Students of Union High, 

Burgetts 011·n , Pa. 

HI-LITE STAFF 
Editor-in -Chief ... .. ......... ... ....... . .. Fred George 
Associate Editors ...... Jane \"osburg, Eathryn Tomich 
News Editor .... ... ... .... .. . . ...... .. ....... Ed Sauser 
Society Editor ....... ........ . .... RoberLa Kharas 
Feature Editor ....... .. \" irg inia McWhorter 
Literary Editor ...... ....... ... ..... H elen :\IcEl~Yan e 

por ts Edito1· .... Ra lp:1 Lutz 
Music Editor ..... .... ..... ... .... .... . . ... Mike Zabetakis 
Art Edibr .. ............. .... ..... ... .. ...... .Irene Bezusko 
Humor Editor .. ... ....... .............. ........ ... ....... .... Jun e Burns 
Circulation ........ ... ...... ....... ... .. ..... Mar guerite Med1·ed 

Reporterc .. .. Don Tope. Kathryn \" ujanick, \" . rginia 
Co11·den, Dorothy Zupan . llla Durs , Neoma 
GieseY, Geraldine Bonar, Janice Cousin, Mar
garet Tizik, Matilda Steiminger, Anna Dumbo
vich, Lorraine Rinehart. Helen T urki ly, John 
Kra nak, Addeline Zabetakis, Erla Malone . Kick 
l\1arC;psis, Mil dred Ste11·art, Ch arl es Ruzsa, /\nne 
Bober, Dorothy Scott, .-\nnette Seyda, Steve 
Baloga, J ennie Sendreak, Judy Cooke. Mary 
Ham.ll. Mary A. Gunn, Edith MuskoYitch. 

The 1940 school year looks bright for Union. 
The football team has trampled oYer four succes
si Ye opponen ts at thi IITiting and seems to be 
s till accumulating momentum. We ha1·e a new ton
ranking athl etic field to go with our top-rankine; 
t.eam and e1·c. y game has had a record attendance. 
The Hi -L ite too. is shooting for first place honors 
and you'll find this issue the be ·t yet. This issue 
has the fi1·st co lor co1·er the Hi -Lite has ever had, 
eight printed, g lossy pages and several pertinent 
cartoons . \Ve're proud of the new Hi-Lite . It's your 
st:hool paper and we hope you ' ll like it too. 

COLLEGE CHAPEL NUPTIAL 
SETTING 

Ne11· Wilmin gton, Pa .. October G-.-\t a nu pt ia l 
ceremony yesterday in t.he v\"es tminister College 
Chapel, New Wilmington, Miss Jane E li zabeth 
Smiley, daugh ter of lVIr. and l\'lrs . Em·] B. Smiley 
of Bu lger, Pa. , became the bride of Re1·. J os!>ph 
Templeton Bl-OIYnlee of Dayton, Pa. 

Dr. R. F. Galbreath. p r esident of the schoo l, 
and uncle of the bride, performed the ceremony. 
H e 11·as assisted by \\"alker .BrO\Ynl ee of Hamburg, 
-:\' . Y. , brother of the bride_g-roorn . Both are !he 
sons of Mr . and :\'Irs. \Y. Co llins Bro11·nlee of New 
Wilmington . 

Mrs . James Thompson of New Kensington, co l
lege roommate of the bride, sen ·ed as a ma tron of 
honor. Miss Jeanne Smith of Swiss\·ale >Yas he1· 
cou s in's maid of honor. Th e bridesmaids wc1·e 
Mi ~ses Ruth and :.VIary Galbreath of :.lew V\' ilming-
ton . 

John BrOI\·n Jee was best man to his brother. 
and the ushers were Ray Smi ley, Bulger; J ohn Ga t
bl·eath, New Wilmington; John Borland, Washing
ton, and Re1·. Walter Ra lston , New Niidd letown . 

A rehearsal breakfast was given by Dr. and 'Irs. 
Ga lbreath on Satu r day morning . 

The guests from Union High chool 11·ere: :.VIr. 
and :.VIrs . H. L. T ennyson, Mis~es Mary Thome, 
Winifred Cruikshank, Eugenie Harper, Catherine 
Ki rshbaum. Clara Werner, Elizabeth Scott and :VIr". 
Jean Smi th . 

NEW BOOKS PURCHASED FOR 
THE LIBRARY 

There ha ,·e been many new book_; both fiction 
and non-fiction added to our library thL year. We 
still appreciate the fact that we hHe one of the 
largest high school librar ies in the county and are 
g r ateful for th e sen·ice it rend e1· our school. 

Some of the ne11· refer enc e books a r c, The Dic
ti ona ry of American Biography. It i. the most com
plete authoritative biographical account of the lives 
of famous Americans who have lived and died, 
\Yhich is aYailable fo r an.v l ibrary. 

Th e Dictionary of .Ame ri can History. This s ix 
1·olume set is the latest aYai lab le au thoritatiYe 
American History dicti onary. Th e last volume was 
ju . t completed September 23. 

Current Biography is a cumulative biographic 
account of the li1·es of modem p eopl e of national 
and international importance. It coYer s the wide 
range of p1·ofcssions whic h come into t he news 
from clay to clay . This is a new sen·ice by the H. \V . 
\YiL on Compan~- - \Yith thi:; purchase 11·e ll"ill have 
the first bound Yolume ""hich is a cu lumalion of 
the monthly bulletin . 

Th e magazine rack now has five more intere!'t
ing magazin es on it. They arc H ea lth . Better Homes 
and Garden~, Vocational Trends, Harpers and Occ u
pation . 

Surely now the pupil s of Union must r ealize how 
fort unate they are in having such a wonderful 
library and 11·ill make us e of it. 
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SPECIAL ASSEMBLIES A..~
NOUNCED FOR THE YEAR 

The special assemblies that are scheduled for 
thi year are the best we have ever had. The offic e; 
has selected a different Yariety of p rog1·am thai 
will have scmething of interest in each of them for 
the ones who sec them. The programs are highly 
recommended and are being put on by the Charles 
A . Dietrich Co. and the Antrium But·eau. 

You will, undoubtedly, ag1·ee with me that the 
special assembly, The Ambassador :Yiale Quartet 
and Bill Ringen, held on September 26 were very 
enter taining. The songs that were su ng and played 
were expressed with much feeling. It probably was 
the first time that many of the students have ever 
heard and seen the bells being played. The assembly 
was very well attended. 

Th e othe r programs which are sch edu led fo r 
this year are the following : 

J . Franklin Cavery who is a sculptor fam ous in 
the U. S. and abroad, kn own as the master of "Clay 
and Crayon," October 16. 

Serafim Strelkoff, a baritone, who is known a.;; 
the "Singing Globe Trotter." H e just finished a tour 
around the world. Novembe1· 4. 

Bob Wood, an artist-cartoonist, who will present 
Dramatic Adventures with Chalk, consisting of large 
co~01·ed pictures and a demonstration of writing 
words down and backwards . He will also draw 
ca•·icatures of people in the audience. December 19. 

Edwin A. Rowlands, who will speak on hobbies 
and tell of hobbies of famous people and how they 
make them pay. January 6, 1941. 

George de Matte, a juggler, who will do tricks in 
juggling. February 10. 

Fraunfelder Family of Swiss Yodelers, who are 
nationally known. Fraunfelder is a Swiss yod lee 
composer, and he wrote yodel melodies for Deanna 
Durbin's pict ure, Mad About :Music and for Rnow 
White and the Seven Dwarfs and many others. 
March 3. 

Bud Waite will be the last special assembly. He 
was a member of Admiral Byrd's expedition that 
went to Little America. He will tell of a thrilling 
rescue of men who were lost in the Antarctic. March 
25. 

MRS. CANNING IS CALLED BY DEATH 

Coach Canning was called to his home in Kansas 
City , Missouri, September 30, because of his mother's 
illness. Mrs. Canning died October 6. The entire 
student body joins in sending Mr. Canning ~ hei : 
sympathy. 

MEN WANTED! 

This y-ear as almost every year the choru is 
in dire need of a few men to take the places of the 
few vacancies left from last yea r. Fre hmen, Sopho
mores, Juniors and Seniors are invited to try out 
for the Mixed Chorus. 

THE NEW INDCSTRIAL ARTS BUU..DING 
The new Industrial Al'ts course consists of two 

de;: ar tments, the ::\Ietal and the Wood department. 
'I he i.VIetal Depa rtment is di·v· ided into some 

~mall ei· depa1 tm::nts . Scme of these are: Sheet. 
Ar", Or namen tai Iron. ForJing 2.nd the Machine 
Shop. 

In the metal department, one can make such 
things as cookie cutte1·s, book-ends, sandwich trays, 
lamps and ash trays . 

In the wood department, there is the Cabinet
Making and Carpentry departments. They can make 
footstools, end tables, coffee tables . 

They learn to use tools and machinery in mak
ing these things . 

The c la:3ses are two hours in length, except the 
third period, which i · a s ingle pel"iod. There are 24 
or 25 boys in each class, in both the wood anJ 
metal departments. 

The building is well equipped for the kind of 
work which will be done in it. 

Near the close of school, the projects, which a r e 
made wi ll be on display for parents and f ri ends. 

----0,-- --

LIBRARY CLUB MEETS 

The first meeting of Library Club was held on 
Septem ber 18. The following officers were elected: 
President, Marguerite Medved; vice-president, 
Frances Morgan; secretary, Gertntde Dodds; treas
urer, Kathryn Tomich . 

The pres ident appointed the following commit
tees: Decorating, Virginia McWhorter. chairman, 
Gertrude Dodds, Helen McElwain, Kathryn Tomich, 
Kathryn Vujanick, Marguerite Medved; Publicity, 
Annette Seyda, chairman, Helen Zabitakis, Matilda 
Sterminger, Norma H anna. 

Miss Scott explained why the books are arranged 
as they are. 

The members of the club are purchasing pins. 

----0----
OFFICE REMODELED 

Room! Room! and more room! Wher e is there 
more room? Why in t he new office, of course. What 
happened? The office was remodeled. The steps on 
the left side were taken in and a new room added. 
Whose room is it? It is to be occupied ·by Mr. Tenny
son. Oh! I nearly forgot to mention that the sma·iJ 
balcony in front of the office wa taken in to make 
the main office larger. 

Well, I guess the members of the office are glad 
that this was done so that they can go about doing 
their work without being so crowded. 

SENIOR MAGAZINE CAMPAIGN 

The Army, consisting of rooms 102 and 106 
came out ahead in our recent, magazine campaign 
with a percentage of 39, the Navy trailed with 37. 

Room 105, beh ind from the fu·st had a last min
ute spurt, especially John Brown, 14 subs, and came 
out ahead in the Home Room Race. This room will 
receive a treat L o:n Mr. Cox. 
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Gano.ge Gi!Ja~ "It i• v.,.-y 
hard to drin• a bar~rain," qnoth 
the fellow who bought an old 
flivver for ten bucks. 

..._ <lh~ Upple-~ 

tO!r lh 1r1oi 1m il tC 1l tt SpeUrisog o f Jwtoo: Ha•e 
you heard ai:>out the man wlto 
got 20 miJes ont of a gUion 
a.nd sL~ m.onths out of a quart 1 

AN ILLUSTRATED REVIEW OF VARIOU S TH INGS· 

Har dly! Never break your bread or 
roll in your soup.-Etiquette hint in 
an English paper. 

* * * 
No, No, Maudie: A man is not called 

••colonel" just because he parts his 
hair with military brushes. 

:.:: * * 
And Down! The elevator and the 

alarm clock have done more than any 
other inventions to help men up in the 
world. 

* * * 
Health Note: All work and no play 

makes jack for the nerve specialists. 

* * Olio 

Radio Reform: Radio never will be 
wholly satisfactory to the listener un
til he can turn off unpopular programs 
with a click that will be heard in the 
studio. 

* * * 
Did You Hear About the man who 

reckoned his credit was good because, 
when he returned from his vacation, 
he found thirty bottles of cream on the 
porch? 

* * * 
Another Problem Solved 

I 't 

.~ 
-Cicero the Cynic Says: "Nothing 

but troubles ever seem to hatch out of 
a love nest." 

* * :.;. 
Outdoor Note : Ants, we read, can 

lift weights which are tremendous as 
compared with their own. Wasps and 
bees also can raise quite good-sized 
lumps. 

* * * 
Educational 

* * * 
Aviation Note : We will believe that 

aviation has really arrived when we 
see a two-passenger airplane go by 
with seven or e ight high school stu
dents seated in it. 

* * * 
Among the Book-fellows: Old gen

tleman, browsing in book store, " 'Last 
Days of Pompeii'-h'm! What did he 
die of?" 

Clerk: "I'm not sure. Some sort of 
eruption, I believe." 

* * * 
Romance and Realism : Romantic 

Archibald, on bended knee: "Won't 
you ever look with favor upon my 
suit'?" 

" I don't want to appear rude," a-d
mitted Annabelle, "but I think it needs 
cleaning and pressing." 

Revised Definition: A high school is 
an institution in which children play 
and rest until they become hopeless, 
when they are committed to a college. 

:{· * * 
Meritorious Act: "Once I saved a 

man's life, but I never got a medal for 
it." 

"How so'?" 
"A gentleman, considerably intoxi

cated, came home to his apartment and 
turned on only the hot water to take 
a bath in- and he would have been 
scalded to death, only I happened to be 
janitor of the building and there was 
no hot water." 

* * * 
Tonsorial 

WI~!. '-fOJJ MVE. 
IHINq ON '{CJIJR 

'fACE WI-lEN lM 
FINISJ.\EO, SIR? 

~ 

Hey! Hey!! The foreman reported' 
that the jury were unable to agree 
upon a verdict. The judge reproved. 
them, saying that the case was a very 
clear one, and remanded them back to 
the jury roo mfor further deliberation_ 
"And if you do not reach an agree
ment before evening," the judge added, 
"I will have twelve suppers sent in to 
you." 

" May it please Your Honor," spoke 
up the foreman, "you had better make 
it eleven suppers and one bundle of 
hay." 

* * 'II! 

Obliging 



Gospel of

''Better Education'' 

interest and dral\" the attention 
of other schools to us . They wou ld 
try o keep pace. thus c1·eating 
tha friendly riYalry that has so 
marked the gTOII·th of Americ-an 
education . 

EYen·one who is interested in 
life reads the ne11·spapers an d 
magazines . This is a good ha bit. 
but the local school paper should 
haYe as \Ya rm a we lcome as the 
others. For the youth of this 
country is more important than 
all the peace pacts and murder 

• 
School Paper 
Is Vehicle to 
Bri11g It 
About 

• 
N OTHING, no matter how· sa

cr ed or beneficial, is exempt 
from the attacks of the 

chronic knocker. Cr iticism and 
advice are about the on ly things 
that a r e offered free . But, l ike 
casto r oil. everyone "·ants to gi 1·e 
it to the other fe llOI\·. Happily, 
hOII·e1·er, criti cs are usually in the 
minority. And if t he rest of us 
\\"Ol'k hard enough, ''"e can put 
over anything we \\"ant for the 
school. 

The Yalue of a school papa 
should be clear to any thinking 
person. We need a method th rough 
which to ci!·culate neiYS of school 
activities. All professions, busi
nesses, fraternal societies and the 
like haYe an official publication 
devoted to their Ol\"11 especia l 
needs. The school, being the most 
important of a ll organizations, 
too, must ha.-e an official organ 
if it gets the publi city and ad
vertisements on which any enter
prise depends in this p1·ogressiYe 
age. l\1any people do not app1·oye 
of the ne1Y methods of education. 
Who is better prepared to con
vince these doubting Thomase of 

the merits of the modem system 
than the students? 

The school pape r \Y ill foster 
self-expression in t h e students 
11·ho ha1·e 1niting ability . The~· 

11·i l! not recei1·c the inducements 
in the average English class that 
the_,. ,,·il l in competiti on for a 
place on the school paper. .-\11 
the members of the s taff 11·iii get 
1·a !m:b lc trai;1i ng in business and 
journali sm, one of the \Yorld's big
ge~t businesses today . .And stu
dents " ·ho get practical experience 
in ~chao! ''"ill stand a better 
chance of success in later life if 
the~· choose to enter the joumalis
tic: field. 

Th e school paper \Yi ll develop 
initiative in students, stimulate 

tl·ials in history . < 

l\Iany of our famous writer s re
ceiYed thei1· first training on the 
high school or co llege paper. They 
liked t he work and chose it as 
their profes ion . He re the paper 
helped them to decide upon a 
career \Yhich is one of the 
hardest questions that face stu
dents . 

The blade of grass is overshad
O\Yed b~- t he great oak, yet it has 
a definite purpose in the universe . 
So has a school paper, its purpose 
and its mes age. 

jUMP ON ! ALWA'/ 5 ~oo M 
~oQ ONE. MORt 

~~- ---- ---
-~.,.; 

THE SCHOOL PAPER SHOULD BE GIVE - A 
F R ONT SEAT 

·--~~----~~~----~~----~~~----~~~------~~-----._~~------------~~~----~.--· 
t t 
t If a nrzan e1npties his pu-rse into his head, no man can take it away h-om him . ; I A n investm.ent in kno wledge always pays the best inte?'est.- Franklin . i 
·~~~----~--~--~~~------~~----~~~--- -~~~----~~------~--------~~------· 
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THE NE"W F OOTBA LL FIELD 
Un ion High has the hono1· of haYing one of the 

best athletic fteld · in Wa.:;hington C'ounty and \\· ith 
improvements from time to time it will probably be 
one of the best in \\'estern Penna. 

The field is very well lighted by 48 lamps each 
haYing 1500 watts. The fie ld is urrounded by a steel 
fence and also alongside the ftcld is parking fac i li
ties free to the spectators. 

This field is \·ery muc h apr;rec iated by the peo
p le of t he neighbor ing towns as has been shown by 
the large crowds attend ing the footba ll games . 

----0- - - -
UNION SWAMPS CECIL 33-0 

Union celebrated the openi ng of their new stadium 
by defeating Cecil 33-0. With the suppol"t of good 
b locking by the team Joe Tepsic and Bob Yolton 
stood out for Union . "T eppe r" scored th r ee (3 ) 
ti mes, one of these touchdowns came after "Tepper" 
took a punt on h is o\vn 30 yard line and raced 70 
yards fo r the score. Yolton smashed through the l ine 
tw ice for his cores . John Br own was appo inted 
capta in for the Ceci l game. Th is game was en
joyed by more than 3,500 per sons. 

UNION T AKES SECOND WIN IN ROW 
Playing before a la rg-e c ro\vd, L"n ion defeated 

Waynesbu rg by a score of 12-0. This win is Un ion's 
secon d win in as many games. 

Tepsic p1·oved h imt;elf a swel l open-fteld run
ner when he broke loose on a 45 yard nm fo r h is 
first touchdown. Behind excellent blocking "Tepper'· 
again scored for Union making the sco r e 12-0 just a" 
it en ded . 

T he spectator!:! were ente r tai ned by band!:! fro111 
both schools. Waynesbu rg brought the ir 70 piece 
band clad in red and black to help Union entertair, 
the spectator s. 

UNIO N DEFEATS TOUGHEST FOE YET 
T he night of October 4th should be a memorable 

vne fo1· the fans of Union, as it was the fi rst time 
Union was scored upon th is season. 

l n four (4) ga mes, Union scor ed 95 points to the 
opponents 6, which is a ver y enviable record . 

Union added to their l ist of victims, Cla rk, a 
ve ry stubborn defens ive and offensiYe team . Clark 
scored their lone touchdow n in the fi rst quarter , 
the first quarter ended 6-0 in favor of Clar k, b u c 
in the second quarter Union carne back by scoring a 
touchdown with Tepsic scori ng, Gonza les the a~
t empt for the extra point but fai led, the score \\·a:; 
i.!e 6-6 until the fou r th quarter when Teps ic aga in 
scored. pi unging over f rom the 2 yard line . Tepsic 
k icked the extra point mak ing the sco re 13-6 in £~\·or 
of Un ion. The game ended with this score. 

U nion Gridmen M ake Wentworth M ili
ta ry A cademy Team! 

Letter Rece i\·ed from \ \-'en twod h i\'l ili tan• Academy 
Lexington, Mo ., September 25-Th ree Western 

Pennsylvania boys, former Burgettstown High 
chool gridmen , are fi1·st stringers on t he \Vent

worth Mi lita ry .-\cademy va r sity leam this year, 
and all made a good ho\v ing in the Reel Dragon 
13-0 victo ry over lola, JL College last week-end . 

H ead ing the list is Cheste r "Reel" iVIellovich, who 
played center during his F1·eshman and Sophomore 
yea1·s at Burgettstown and t hen changed to tackle 
and starred for two yea1·s . I n his Senio1· year he 
!:!tole the ball from a Shaler man and ran it 60 
ya rds before he lateralled it to a teammate who 
took it for the winning score, 7-6. Red captained the 
Burgettstown High Schoo l footba ll and basketbai! 
teams as a Senior and he was rated one of the out
standing tackles in Western Pennsyh·ania . 

Cla1·ence Power, another Burgeitstown lad didn ' t 
come out for footba ll until his jun ior year, but was 
mo\·ed up to regular center position about the 
midd le of the season . and he is p lav ing this position 
at \\'enb\·or-th . 

Ceci l "T ip" Mester, Langeloth, Pa., a tackle, 
also starred in footbal l and basketba ll at Bu rgetts
town . He wa on the team that beat Jo hn stown in 
1987. He caught two passes for scores in that 
game . The final score was Burgettstown 14, Johns
town 13. H e a lso played on the school's Class B 
championship basketball team in '36-'37. 

Capt . Ra lph Conger, Wentworth varsity mentor . 
likes th e looks of h is Penn sy hefbes and he hopes 
that they come to Wentwo r th in even greater num 
be rs . Al l three boys worked under Bob Cann ing . 
Burgettstown High grid coach who fo r merly starred 
in tackle positior; at the m il ita1·y school. 

UNION SW-AMPS SE'WICI<LEY 
Un ion r eco rded it's third win fo 1· the season in 

as many gam es, by swamping Sewickley 37-0. Se
wickley was g reatly feared by the Un ion squad . but 
the boys \\·ent right out to the fie ld determ ined to 
w in and they did so, largely thro ug h that old de
ter mination_ Joe Tepsic \\·as responsible fo r all the 
scoring clo ne by the locals, he scored ftve times him
self then he a ,·ed a 30 ya1·d touchdO \Yn pass to 
Astorino ove r the goal li ne, then he kicked a poin : 
a rter the t ouchdown to end the scoring. 

--------0--------
POST-SCHOOL BASH.ETBALL 

A g;oup of gi rl s have started to p lay basketba ll 
after schoo l each Thursday. There are four teams, 
each havin g a leade r, who are to pa r t icipate in a 
tournament. The t eams ar e the Huskies. Who's Your 
Hoolies . Thunder-Bolts, and Super-Six's . 

The winner of the tournament is to be the g uest 
of a party given by the losers . 

~1iss Forsythe is in cha1ge of the tournamen ~. 

PAGE 6 
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SKETCHES OF FIRST STRINGERS 
J ohn Brown- Senior , No. 81-

Five feet, 10 inches in height. weighs 115 
pounds. Member of Hi-Y, 2-3-J; l." Clclb . 3-J . 
Hobby is following football and base bail game5 . 
Ambition-go to trade school. "Bro,Ynie ·· v:hc 
plays center on the football squad ''"as ap pointed 
captai n for the opening game ''"i th Cecil. :.\!em
ber of "Bulger Boys." 

John Turkily- Senior, No. 70-
Five feet, 11 inches in height, \nigh.:: 170 pounds. 
Member of Hi-Y, 3-4; U Club, 2-3-J . Hob by
hunt ing and following fo otball games .• -\mbitio,1 
- go to trade school. "Turk" " ·ho plays tackle 
is a lso a member of "Bulger Bon." 

Bert Roner-Senior, No. 62-
Five feet, eight inches in height . ''eighs 170 
pounds. Member of Hi -Y, 3-4; · Club, 3-4. Hobby 
is following sporting acti \"ities. .-\mbitJO n is 
Physica l Education teacher. Bert plays gua rd 
on the varsity squad. He is also a member of the 
"Bulger Boys." 

Bob Yolton-Senior, No . 73-
Five feet, five and one-half inches in height, 
weighs 150 pounds. Member of Hi-Y, was elected 
v ice president of the Hi-Y, 2-3-4; U Club, 2-3-4. 
Ambition is to be an electrician . Bob likes t o 
play all sports. He plays halfback in football , 
guard in basketball and outfield in baseball. 

Phil Harris-Senior, No. 77-
Five feet, seven inches in height, weighs 155 
pounds. Hobby- following sports. Ambition
Phys. Ed. teacher. Phil likes "Tuxedo Junction" 
as his f avorite song. Phil p lays quarterback on 
the t eam. 

J oe Tepsic-8enior, No. 61-
Five feet nine inches in height, 155 pounds in 
weight. Member of U Club, 2-3-4. Hobby- play
ing spo1·ts. Ambition- football coach. "Tepper" 
is Union's first string fullback "Nobody's Baby" 
is his favorite song. 

Johnny Sarracino, No. 63-
Five feet, eight inches in height, weighs 185 
pounds. Member of U Club, 3-4. Hobby is savin;· 
money_ Ambition is to be a state policeman. 
Butch likes "Nobody's Baby" as his fa vori te 
song. 

Overheard During a Game 

"Not so loud, you'll wake the cheering section.'' 
"What are the men in white?" The umpires, you 

du mmy. 
"Who brings the football? Who cares as long as 

it's here." 
"Look at that meany, he tripped Bob on purpose." 
"Ask Betty who No. 20 is, isn't he cute." 

vVhy They Laughed 

Mrs. Smith couldn't understand why so many 
people seemed amused when they passed the bake
shop window. I n large gilt letters across the win
dow was the sign : "Ma's Bakery," and just under
neath, boldly printed in red, were the words: " Pop 
on Ice ." 

lVIr. Reed : "That new recruit used to be a clerk." 
Sergeant: "How do you know?" 

Mr. Reed : "Every time he stands at ease he t r ies 
to put his rifle behind his ear." 

* -¥.- * 
Glenne: "This is a good restaurant, isn't it?" 

Waiter: "Yes sir, best in town, If you order ::~ 

fresh egg, you get the freshest egg in the city si1·. 
If you order soup, you get the hotest soup in the 
city." 

"I believe you're right," interrupted Glenne. "I 
ordered a ;:;mall steak." 

HTIP'S PLACE11 

Home Cooking 
MRS. MESTER Langeloth, Pa. ; 

·--~-------~~-------~~------~~_.-. 
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TELESCOPIC VIEWS Hmmm ... 
Jottings of a peep thru a telescope at Union High 

subjects . 
I notice aomi has a cer tain new interest in 

ubjects pertaining to football. 
They tell me Allen Goodwin knows a Maryland 

peach- I know a cute song about a peach and a 
lemon-Goodie. 

Three country laddies find three Slovan Lass ies 
good company after the football games???? 

P . S.- This is vigorously denied. 

Th ose t wo under pups from Eldersville-Jay 
and Jim certainly get around- always underfoot. 

They say the brains of the class in Solie! 
Geometry a re in the back of the room. 

That song-writing Strongosky boy will be writ
ing songs in French one of these days. 

Notice Lou Larras heading up Lengeloth way , 
lately? They say he calls at Timisons . 

AI Dugas certain ly gets a lot out of Latin II 
class-I hear he's the life of the class . 

Mary Jane Harmon-the g irl with the sparkling 
eyes- is sparkling at Joe these days. 

You don'i really need a telescope to see all this 
- so just keep your eyes open. 

Telescopially yours, 
An Interested Spectator. 

BAND PERFORMS 
On September 13, the band played for the Cecil 

football game and helped dedicate the field. Since 
then the band has also played for the Waynes bLtrg, 
Sew:ckley, and Clark games, making figures at 
the Waynesburg, and Sewickley games. Although 
the band does not expect to make many letters this 
year since the spectators in the stands cannot see 
the letters very well , it does expect to perform sev
eral novelties during some of the future game~. 
"To Whom It May Concern." 

The band library is at the present time composed 
of 52 marches and 40 overtures and octavo sized 
compositions. This is an increase from last year o:i 
about 10 marches . 

- ---•0·----
HI-LITERS SWING OUT 

The Hi-Liters, the famous orchestra from U . H. 
S., shall commence activities on the week begin
r.ing October 14, and will, of course, be arranged by 
our new maestro who is a former swing man. There
fore the Hi-Liters will be better than ever thi s 
year and Mr. McGregor plans to play not only for 
school activities but also civ ic and out of town 
activities. Their first dance shall be sometime in 
the ncar futut·e. 

----0----
SEN!OR WEDS 

Miss Dorothy Smiley, a Senior of Union Hi 2'h 
School was united in marriage :o ML Howard Harp :: r 
of Monaca on Thu rsday afternoon, October 3, 194CJ. 
Marriage ceremonies were performed a t Monacc. 
where Mr. Harper is employed. They were attended 
by Betty Clark, a lso a Senior, and Wayne Cook. 
Mr. and Mrs . Harper will be at home to their 
friends in Monaca. 

NEW TEACHERS AT UNION 
JOHN H. KUDLIC 

Mr. Kudli c is one of the ne\v Industrial Art 
instntctors which you have probably all seen but 
don't suppose many of you know much about h im. 
He was born in Grays Landing, Pa. He is a graduate 
of Ca lifornia State Teachers College. Teaching at 
Union is his first regular pos ition, however he has 
done substitute work previously . He is not married. 
but his ideal girl has blue eyes and blond hair. He 
likes to dance but is no t a jitterbug. His favorite 
movie stars are William Powell, Spencer Tracy and 
Paul Muni. His opinion of our school, "I think the 
school is great, but I have not had a chance to be
come acquainted with the students. 

WADE MASON KIPP 
Mr. Kipp is the other Industrial Arts Director. 

He was born at Hydeman, Pa., in 1914. He attend
ed Ferndal and Shay Township High Schools and 
is a graduate of California State Teachers' College. 
Mr. Kipp is a newlywed, and from the picture he 
showed our in terviewer of his wife, she must be 
very attractive . "She is five feet five, has brown 
hair, blue eyes and is a typical school teacheL His 
favo1ites include: sport, footba ll; dance, wa ltz; 
actor, James Stewart; actress, Loretta Young; col
ors, blue and g reen. As a hobby he enjoy pho
tography. 

JUNIOR IS SERIOuSLY ILL 

Kathryn Wheeler is ser iously ill in the Chil
dren's Hospital, P ittsburgh. Every member of the 
Junior class and all her f ri ends of the High School 
are wishing her a speedy recovery. 

----0-- --

SPECIAL ASSEMBLY CHANGED BECAUSE OF 
REGISTRATION 

The special assembly scheduled for October 16, 
will be held October 17 at 8:30 a. m. This change 
in sched ule was necessary becau e of the vacation 
for Registration. Many of the teachers will volunteer 
their services f0.· the day . 

I 
Compliments of 

LANGELOTH MARKET I GUS BARBUSH Phone Burg. 506 

·--~~--------~~·------~~--------~~--· 
·--~~--------~~------~ ----~---------· 

Compliments of 

I 
KIMBERLAND'S DAIRY t 

MILK . ICE CREAM 1 
Pennsyivania i Burgettstown, 
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Duquesne Grad 

Mary J o Vaj ent.'.c, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Rudy Vaj entic of 
Florence, was graduated from 
Duquesne Univer slty, . Sunday , 
'June 3 with a B. S. degree in 
Pharmacy. Baccalaureate ser
vices and commencement exer
cises were held at the Civic 
Arepa,' Pittsburgh . 1 

Mary J o was an active mem -
\ ber of ' the American Pharma
ceutical Association, Rho Chi 
Honorary Society, and Lambda 
Kappa Sigma Sorority, of which 
she was president. She is cur
rently employed "lt Herd's Drug 
Store, Washington. but has 
plans to accept a position in a 
pharmaceutical inc!ustry. 

Mary Jo Vajentic 
Burgettstown Enterprise-June 14, 1962 Edition 



STEWART MEMORIAL TOWER COMPLETED 

With the placing of its marble base pictured above , the John L.. Stewart 

I 
Memorial Tower on the new Sou th Campus of W. & J. College was eompleted 
in time _for the 140th commencement season. The· base of the 150-foot tower 

, is encased with wh ite Georgia marble, and in the face sho-wn f a pink 
marble panel with a bust of Mr. Stewart and the fo llowing inscription: "This 
tower is in memory of John Leighton Stewart, 1876-1940, publisher• of the 
Wash i·ngton Reporter and Observer; founder of the Pennsylvania Newspaper 
Publishers Association ; alumnus and Trustee of Washington a nd Jefferson 
College; pre~ident of the Board of Trustees of Washington Hospital; president 
of the Community Chest ; friend of humanity, wis'e counselor, courageous 
editor-beloved by all who knew him. Erected by his friends and family, 
1940." 

'> • 
wowv¥~.,.._ ...... ......,....., ......... :""" '"' ................ ~ ... ~· 

Stewart Memorial Tower Completed 
Burgettstown Enterprise-June 12, 1941 Edition 



ORIENTATION TO MARK I 
W.&J. COLI.dEGE 0\ENINGJ 

-------- * 
Washington & Jefferson to Begin 

131st Year by Observing • 

Ancient C•1stom 

Washington & Jefferson C0llege 
will start its 131st year September 
15th with registration of fr eshmen. 
At that time a-ll new s tudents will 
be enrolled, and an orientation period 
oJ' three days for them will start 
with Acting President E. M. Weyer 
in charge. 

Dr. Weyer is completing plans for 
the orientation period, when new i 
students will be acquainted with 
t he rules and traditions of the in
stitution, and given information neces
sary to a successful start in classes. 
This instruction will continue through: 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, 
September 15th, 16th and 17th. 

Thursday, September 17th, all up
per classmen will register, and F),iday 
morning a general c6nvo~ation in 
t he chapel will be held, to be follow
ed by the start of regular classes. 

L. A. Foust, registrar, reports that 
the registration of freshmen to date 
is on a par with the average of the 
past five years, and that indications 
point to a new class of the usual 
size. 

The faculty will report Monday, 
September 14th, and will hold a for
mal meeting that day. Three new I 
members haYe been added to the 
faculty. Professor Kaiser will be suc
ceeded by C. E. Heffelfinger, who 
who holds a master of arts degree 
won in post graduate wor~-~: at Cornell 
University and Bucknell College. For 
six years he taught in the University 
of Nanking, China, and has twice 
toured the world. 

John W. Mcilvaine, of washington, 
W. & J . graduate with the class of 
1928, and a student in the Law School 
of the University O·f Pittsburgh, will 
assist in the Political Science De
partment, assuming part of the work I 
of Professor F. Darrell Luellen, 
whose death occurred recently. 

W. A. Cross, master of arts, a : 
graduate of University of Illinois, 
who took post graduate studies at 
Columbia University, has been added 
to the English Department. Last . year 
he taught in Long Island University. 

Orientation to Mark W. & J. College Opening 
Burgettstown Enterprise-September 3, 1931 Edition 
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4'5 A.M. GRADUATION. From left, first row: Bryan Pavan, Josh Penderville, Anthony Strapazzon, Jesse 1-Jony Strapazzon, Jesse 
Taucher, Bryan Vallina, Jesse Bowden and Annette Stefka (teacher); second row: Cheri Garlaus (teachew: Cheri Garlaus (teacher), 
Aaron Morrison, Matthew Metzger, Slater Kady, Sally Dugas and Bryan Dean. 

Area preschool holds graduatio duation 
Children enrolled in the 4- and 

5-year-old classes at Westminster 
Community Preschool participated 
in recent graduation exercises held 
at the school. 

Each child wore a personally 
decorated "graduation cap" and 

received a diploma. 
Following the ceremony and the 

taking of photographs, the children 
enjoyed cake donated by Brian 
Kramer and juice with their fami
lies. 

The 1994-95 school year came to 

a close with a picnic he1~se with a picnic held at 
Hanover Park. Children fronver Park. Children from all 
the classes and their families ' asses and their families were 
invited for food and fun. Evemd for food and fun. Everyone 
contributed something to eatibuted something to eat. Be
fore the last goodbyes were saime last good byes were said, all 

·enjoyed ice cream cones. ·ed ice cream cones. 

Westminster Community Preschool Graduation-A.M. Class 
The Enterprise-June 28, 1995 Edition 



Area preschool holds graduation · 
Children enrolled in the 4- and 

5-year-old classes at Westminster 
Community Preschool participated 
in recent graduation exercises held 
at the school. 

Each child wore a personally 
decorated "graduation cap" and 

received a diploma. 
Following the ceremony and the 

taking of photographs, the children 
enjoyed cake donated by Brian 
Kramer and juice with their fami
lies. 

The 1994-95 school year came to 

a close with a picnic held at 
Hanover Park. Children from all 
the classes and their families were 
invited for food and fun. Everyone 
contributed something to eat. Be
fore the last good byes were said, all 

·enjoyed ice cream cones. 

4'5 P.M. GRADUATION. From left, first row: Lauren Nicola and Lacey Love; second row: Derek Cummins, 
Johnnie Joe Mondin, Brian Kramer, Ryan Cole, Kyle Lukon and Morgan Lauff; third row: Brandon McGivern, 
Chelsea Clark, Cassie Norrid, David Thomas and Alyssa Yukevich. 

Westminster Community Preschool Graduation-P.M. Class 
The Enterprise-June 28, 1995 Edition 



Seat belt safety 
Terri Bartosh, coordinator of Washington County Regional Highway Safety Programs, visited 
children of Westminster Community Preschool recently, teaching about seat belt safety through 
the video, "Riding with the Big Green Snake," and demonstrations of the proper use of seat belts 
and songs. At the end of the program, the children received safety placemats, coloring books, 
stickers and a coloring page. Pictured with Ms. Bartosh are, from left, first row, Jon-David Rodgers 
and Kelsey Waters; second row, Billy Cra.ig, Lindsay Kennedy, Courtney Hall and Danielle 
Augenstein; and third row, Matthew Metzger, Tyler Ulrich, Eric Galentine, Sarah Pasquale, Cathy 
Bashioum ·and Emmy Stiffler. 

===--=-=======--===- -:....-=- -=--===___::=::-_ -===--===========-=====-================~=:::! -:' 

Westminster Community Preschool- Seat Belt Safety 
The Record-Outlook-November 10, 1993 Edition 



Preregistration set at pr~school· 
Pre r e gi s tr a ti o n for th e 

Westminster Community Preschool 
of the YMCA of Washington 
County, 1995-96 school year, will be 
held during the month of February. 

Programs for the three-year
olds will be held Wednesdays and 
Fridays from 9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., or 
Wednesdays from 12:30 p.m. to 3 
p.m. 

Children ages four and five will 
meet Monday, Tuesday and Thurs
day from 9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., or 
Tuesday and Thursday from 12:30 
p.m. to 3 p.m. 

Classes are held in the Slovan 
Mission Church, Nicholas Street, 
Slovan. 

To be eligible for the preschool 
program, a child must be three 
years of age as of Sept. 1, 1995. 

Children will be exposed to a 
vari:ety of experiences to develop 
self-esteem, creativity and inde
pendence. Opportunities to de-

. velop general readiness skills such 
as shapes, colors, numbers, the al
phabet, art and music will also be 
provided. 

The preschool is a 

nondenominational, nonprofit, 
self-supporting school of the 
YMCA of Washington County. Full 
or partial scholarships are avail
able. The director, and one of the 
teachers, is Carol Yamber, a certi
fied teacher with a master's degree 
in education. The staff consists of 
Jeanine Miles and Annette Stefka, 
certified teachers, and Cheryl 
Garlaus and Alice Blue; trained as
sistants. 

Those interested may contact 
the director, Carol Yamber, at 

· 947-3498 (home) or 947-2390 
(school). 

Westminster Community Preschool-Pre-registration 
The Enterprise-February 1, 1995 Edition 



Timmy Bendick 
Reading his "Diploma" from Westminster Preschool-1995 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



Westminster Preschool-Unknown Year 

Jesse Bowden with the cat. Circle of friends, L-R: Bryan Pavan, Josh Penderville, Aaron Morrison, 
Jason Muran, Slater Kady, Sally Dugas, Matthew Metzer. 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



THE AFTERNOON 4's class with their masks. 

,clown visits a preschool 
·The children of Westminster 

Community Preschool recently en
joyed a visit from Rainbow the 
Clown. The children enjoyed 
watching and participating in the 
various magic tricks performed by 
Rainbow. She concluded her per-

formance with the story of "The 
Gingerbread Man." 

In honor of Rainbow's visit, the 
children made their own clowns in 
class. 

Rainbow brightened everyone's 
day by making balloon animals at 
the end of her visit. 

RAINBOW THE CLOWN with Bryan Vall ina. 

Westminster Community Preschool-Rainbow the Clown Visits 
The Enterprise-February 1, 1995 Edition 
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