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1MUMPS INVABE JOFFRE I 

JSGHOOL QUARANTINE . 
JfD R TY.c!IXJ_HILOREN 

I 
One-t hird of th e pupils e.nr<l'll ed., in I 

the J offre building of Smith townsh ip 
sc hools wer.e under quara nt ine for 
mumps t hi s week. Teachers sent 55 
children hom e on Monday , said child-
ren having r eported for s,chool wHh 
s u ~picious looking and s woll en cheeks. 

Dr. Lee Martin and Miss Anna 
Swa nik, school health officials made 
an investigation on Tuesday and out 
of the 55 children di smissed, 46 we.re 
placed under qua rantine for Mumps. 
The school 's total enrollment is 170 
pupils , and teachers are .expecting 
further dismissals as expected cases I 
develop in the future . A,ctive quar-1 
antine for Mumps is 21 days, and 
since the disease develops from 15 to 
20 .d.ays after e·xposure to contagion, j 
and many of the children enrolled 
come in family groups of 3. and 4 it 
is fea r ed tha t more cases will develop. 

1 

W. R. Proudfit, principal of the 
s.chool, believed the outbreak or 
Mumps was clue to exposure of the 1 

children to an in digent famil y that · 
appeared in the neighborhood recent­
ly as children in this family appeared 1 

to be ill o~ the disease; 1 

School o f'fici a ls are watehing for ' 
s imila r cases at Bulger schools , but I 
to da te none h ave been r eported. Mr . 1 

Nethercoat, principal a t Cherry Val­
l·ey r eported four s tu,dents from his 
school qu ara ntined for m umps. They 
are Eunic McClem ents , Albert Cos­
t a , John N.izik and Hugh Tustin. 

I 
Pupils of Jot'Jlre sc.h ool who are r e­

ported under quarantine a1·e: Paul 
Wolfe , Bertha Ch appell , Irene Kovak, 

1 

Lilli an Shiels!, Mary Kri:!Jeer, Steve 
Zibritosky , Eddi e Joseph, Bobby Lan­
der, Bobby Maltoney, · Jimmy Robin­
son, Dan Shiels , John Wolfe , Bill 
Kov.a·lr , George Ch appel , Mitch el Jos­
eph , Geraldine Joseplt , I rene Kovach, 
Mickey Shiel , Joseph Kovak, Rhoda 
Lander, 'Betty J an e Vem1er, E'clwa.rcl 
Chappell , Ruth Wolf..e , William Shiel, 
Margery Kraeer, Dale J oseph Lou.isa 
Kraeer, E.lmer Ch appell, Ruth Ven­
ner, Joan Maltony, H elen Zibtrasky., 
P earle Wolt'e, Marlene De· Valkeneer, 
Mary Lou Kovack, Ralph Chappe!'l, 
Agatha Joseph; Raymond Wolfe , Ed­
ward Shiel, L awrence Lander . 

Mumps Invade Joffre School-Quarantine 46 Children 
Burgettstown Enterprise-January 30, 1941 Edition 



Turkey Dinner Features Christmas Program At Smith Township Schools 

lJMM BO Y THAT L O OKS GOOD-appears to be the "BUT MY DEARS-you must simply try these nut roll 
:hought s running through the heads of' these Raccoon Grade These little ladies at Raccoon school pause for a minute 
3chool Children as they line up in the cafeteria for t he front of the desert for the Christmas dinner served at 
: hristmas d inner served by the school on Thursday. cafeter ia . 

Smith Township schools led-off 
:he Christmas season for st-.1den ts 
ast week with plays, parties and 
1 su.'Tlptuous turkey dinner served 
n the cafeterias of Raccoon and 
'\tlashurg schools. 

At Raccoon School on Thursday, 
)ecember 20 Christmas pageants 
tnd music porgram were present­
~d. A special orchestra under the 
iirection of Union high school's 
Jandmaster , Joseph Snyder w a s 
:eatured in the Yuletide program. 

Miss Shirley Robb, S mith T own­
;hip dletidan, supervised the pre­
~aration of a delicious turkey din­
>er in the school cafeteria. Includ ­
~ were: of course the turkey, 
JOtatoes, string beans, cranberry 
iaUCe, stuffing, milk, bread · a n d 
rutter, nut rolls an d fruit cocktail 
:or dessert. 

Atlasburg school h e I d thei r 
2hristmas dinner and school p ro­
~ram on T uesday. Cooks at Atlas­
Jurg, who ~erved 175 dinners in­
:luded Mrs. V . S weder an d >Mrs. 
D. Przenkop. An ex t ra cook w ho 
1elped- out was Mrs. tA . Stanko­
vkh. 

The culinary department of 
:taccoon school were Mrs. Marie 
rurk.ily and Mrs. E. R uskowsk.i. 
They were assisted by Mrs. Sophie 
HcFarland. 

CHRISTMAS I S F O R CHILD,REN is the expression and these first graders 'it Raccoo 
Elementary school aptly illustrate the phrase. Dennis Daley, Susan P ir ih , William DiNinio, 
Marylin Kerekes, ·Teresa Rupani and Dean Roach aamire th e Christmas tree ir- th e front hal! 
of Raccoon School. The decorat ions on the tr~e were made by students. 

Raccoon Elementary School-Turkey Dinner 
Burgettstown Enterprise-December 27, 1956 Edition 



, 

CHRISTMAS IS FOR CHILD,REN is the expression and these first graders ~t RaccooJ1 
Elementary school aptly illustrate the phrase. Dennis Daley, Susan Pirih, WilJiam DiNinio, 
Marylin Kerekes, Teresa Rupani and Dean Roach aemire the Christmas tree ir. the front hal] 
of Raccoon School. The decorations on the ~r=e were made by students. 

Raccoon Elementary School 
Burgettstown Enterprise-December 27, 1956 Edition 



Ne.w Smith Township 
School to be Dedicated 

Dedication services for the 
beautiful $350,000 Smith township 
school, located at Raccoon on the 
Cherry Valley Road, will take 
place in the auditorium of the new 
building Wednesday evening, Sept. 
22, at 8 p.m: A cordial invitation 
is extended! to the public to attend. 

The following program will b e 
presented with Supervising Prin­
cipal,. William P. Miller as Master 
of Ceremonies: ' 

Opening exercises; introduction 
of faculty; music by school chorus 
<:orriposed of <:hildren from the new 
school under the direction of Miss 
lone Rodkey; introduction of the 
·scb.ool board of directors; greetings 
by Alban Dalverny, president of 
the board, introduction of plat­
form guests; music by the school 
<:horus. 

Greetings from William H. Don­
aldson, county superintendent of 
s c h o o 1 s; :dedication a d d res s, 
"Schools, Present and Future", by 
Dr. Harry N. Gasser, chief of ele­
mentary study, department of 

p u b I i c instruction, Harrisburg; 
music by the school chorus. 

Following the dedication, t h e 
building will be open for public 
inspection. 

Raccoon Grade School to be Dedicated 
Burgettstown Enterprise-September 16, 1954 Edition 



Raccoon Grade School-Grade 2 
1961-1962 

Front Row, L-R: Johanna Scope}, Donna Malone, Eugene Tabone, Renee 
Prado, Tracy Lilly, and Lois Cassidy. Second Row, L-R: Marion Stanish, 
James Diley, Robert Crow, James McGaughey, Mickey Allison, Ed Moss, 
and Charles Bubenhiem. Third Row, L-R: Miss Ralston, Peggy Landers, 
Jean Ann Elias, Barbara Ginosky, Susan Davis, Debbie Sella, and Helen Karas. 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 





Raccoon Grade School-Grade 4 
1964-1965 

First Row, L-R: Lois Cassidy, Donna Malone, Susan Davis, Marilyn Moss, Debbie Sella, 
Renee Prado, Tracy Lilly, and Jean Ann Elias. 
Second Row, L-R: Debbie Moore, Helen Karas, Janet Scurry, Marion Stanish, and ­
Barbara Ginosky. 
Third Row, L-R: Mrs. Shirley Woodling, Eugene Tabone, William Donaldson, David 
Sterkle, James McGaughey, Ed Moss, and Jim Nogier. 

Fort Vance Historical Society 



Raccoon Grade School-Grade 5 
1965-1966 

First Row, L-R: Johanna Scope}, Karen Redman, Michele Yanek, Robbi Gilbert, Debbie Porter, Peggy Landers, 
Cheryl Donaldson, Judy Bokulich, and Jackie Roach. Second Row, L-R: Laurie Farner, Michael Allison, Danny 
Leman, Tony Bell, Bill Kerekes, John Bartoletti, Dave Fender, Bob Jancart, Mark Vranjes, Janet Scurry, and 
Greg Martin, Janet Thomas, Debbie Lukcansik, Nicki Burnette, Third Row, L-R: Frank Wozinak, Dennis Zalaznik, 
Eric Schotenhiemer, Bob Crow, Chuck Bubenhiem, Larry Scariot, Larry Benish, and Bill Ackley. 

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society 



Way back when 
This is a 1936 photo of Raccoon School Grade ;3. The picture was submitted by Gin Scopel for Dolly Janeshek (Mildred -Fabian). From 
left, first row, Irene Orgovan, Netta Gobleck, Ann Zibritosky; second row, Lloyd DeBrackleer, Joe Kandray, Ida DeCook, Adeline Krovak, 
Bob Gilbert, Ray DePaul; third row, Virginia Campbell, Ann Pendracky, Mildred Fabian, Michael Mor-ris, Louise Kraeer, Mary Alouise, Lib 
Binnack; fourth row, Tom Kata, Mickey Shields, Bill Kovach, Jeppy Moore. 

Way Back When ... 1936 Raccoon Grade School-Grade 3 
The Enterprise-July 7, 1993 Edition 
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RACCOON KINDERGARTEN 

Ti ny tot'S from Raccoon w ·ho are the spe,cia,l p.ro'teg,e's of IYfiss. Mario.n L i ne, 
di r ect r e·ss of Raccoon M1i ssion,' and w ·ho a.~t·end · her K i ndrerglarfen are: top 

. row, l e'f.t to rfght, Gl·or ia Mike, Oo,n'na Kr-is;toff,- .Edward Maltony, Jo·seph 
[ Kovach, Fra·nces Gratchen, , Rosel-la Che(~· sky a:nd ·Howard ·B·ruce. . · 

Lower row: l.eft to ·right, Ag,a;th·a Jo·s·er.. :; ·Kathe:ri ne Smydo, . Leona Ju n·e 
De'lie.re, Charl es Zil.! ich and A:lda ·cole. • .:., ·. 

I I 
• , . ., __ ___.J 

Raccoon Kindergarten 
Burgettstown Enterprise-April 7, 1938 Edition 



Miss Marion Louise Line, who be­
gan her work as head of the Rac­
COOil ::\fiss!on last September recei•­
ed her official appointment from the 
Presbytet·y of Pittsbm·gh on April 1. 
She succeeds l\Iiss Louella. Sanvhill 
wilo cmlducted the l\Ilssion for sev­
eral years but was forced to retire 
because of ill heaJth. Miss Sa w.hill 
is now a patient in t.he Washington 

I hospital, where she is convalescing 
after suffering a stroke. 

Tile new director of the l\fission 

MARION LIN E 

comes to Raccoon communHy well 
reommended ancl prepm·ed for her 
labors. Her home is in Ocean Grove, 
N. J. Shoe is graduate of the four 

1 ye~r com1Se in Bible ~ttLCiy and evan-
gelism o~ the P.hiladelphia School of. 
Bihle. Following her gradUation 
from school she was chosen as a 
member of a Gospel team to repre­
sent the school in a tour of seven 
New England states . 

l\fiss Li 11e has already inaugurate-""= 

-~V~el~~~"he' ·;;~r:~~~;~~~f?-r1~i 
n:.11tiona.lities, through clubs and 
boys and giJ·ls groups . Her reg-uJar 
weekly routine incltules the ·follow­
ing: calling .day, Tuesday; kiuder­
~arteu for pre-school age tots, Wed­
n:.e:;:tla,y, Thur~day, and Friday moru­
ings from 9 to 11:20 . During the rest 
period each mornin!!. the children 
:u·e taught table ;rrace and served 
crackers. They learn Bible ~ong; 
and l:"torics, a.nd play game..~: girls 
cluh, n 'to H yem·s of a.,O'e, Satttrday 
afternoon; Friday night, Ch~·i-Se-Lo 
club fo•· girls from 1-1 to 22 yem·s of 
age: Saturday eYenin!!, boys' club, 
ages 11 to 20: \Vednesday e\·ening, 
prayer n1eeting:: Sunday e\·ening, 
Chrisl i:m EncleaYor for boys a>HI 
girls, 15 a.nd over 

At the present time, Miss Line is 
deep in plans for the daily vacation 
Bi/Jile School,, which begins soon 
a~ter !the c.lo!'e o( public school term 
and continues with daily mol'lling 
pcl'iocls for .three "·eek~ . She has is­
sued a cl"ll for ,-olunteer -teachers to 
assi't with this schocil and will be 

.

1 

happy to recei,·e aid f•·om Burgeteer 
cb nrch workers ~vho are interellted 
in the wor k. At the comvle!tion of 
the Bible :school course, certificates 
of graduation are a\\·arded the at­
tenclant•. 

Marion Louise Line, Head of Raccoon Mission 
Burgettstown Enterprise-April 7, 1938 Edition 



Joffre (Raccoon) 
Large buildings on the upper right are school buildings. 
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On Raccoon Cafeteria 
Directors of Smith township 

school d ist rict " met Wednesday 
evening, Oct . 6, in the new Rae ­
con school, with principal J o h n 
Harris, Mrs. Etlhel Scopel clerk 
and the cafeteria employees to r g;­
view the cafeteria 's st atus. 

In the financial report it was " 
learned that a $59,45 loss was in- · 
curred for the first month's oper­
ation . The loss was attributed to­
surplus foods wh ich had not been 
received in September. An average · 
of 233 persons were served daily · 
at lunchtime at 25c for pupils and:. 
35c for teachers. 

At a later n::IE(eting ·held Monday 
evening, Oct, 11, in Union h i g l1t 
school, four · directors in attend-­
anced passed the following motiont 
to clarify management of tJhe cafe-
teria: 1 

l Motion by Ermil Caleffie, sec­
·Onded by Joseph Bertovich, that 
this board give W. P . Miller and 
John Harris a v·ote of confidence 
on operation of the cafeteria and 
that we continue to authorize 
1fuem to operate it in the most ef­
ficient manner so that the children 
will .be j given the full benefit of 
the cafeterhr This motion is made 
with the 1Jhought of cost and qual­
ity ,of meals ,to the student body. 
Approving the mo·tion was Alban 
Dalverny and Geno Bianchi. 

A second motion was 2 assed, 
stated by Calclfif_.and :>e.conded sy ,­
Bianclhi, to ask the "Racc60i1. P ar­
ent Teachers Association to offer 
a rotafin'g advisory committee of 
t hree members t o work w ith Mr. 
Harris in the cafeteria 's manage­
ment. 

John W. Bierlein, commercial 
customer representative of West 
Penn Pow er Company, was pres­
ent to discuss advantages of elec­
trical cooking. 

Dewey Travis of the Permutit 
Water 'softener Company appear­
ed before the board to discuss the 
water hardness at Raccoon an d 
Langeloth sclhools and he presen­
ted an analysis together with a. 
recommenda,tion to use a softener .. 
The board agreed to advertise for 
quotations .on water softener. 

Joseph Abate, tax collector , was 
appointed as delinquent collector 
effective L'i:"-6,--whi.Ch~fs - ex:-. 1 
piration d ate of the former delin­
quent collector Jo!hn Darras. 

It was agr e.ed that cooks in the· 
Raccoon cafeter ia oe .granted sick: 
leave, the same as full time em­
ployes. 

Smith Directors Agree on Raccoon Caf~~eria 
Burgettstown Enterprise-October 21, 1954 Edttton 







Township Board Buys 
Oil~ Gas Rig~ts· To 
Raccoon Property 

At a brief meeting of the Smith 
township school directors. Wed­
nesday evening, October ·15, board 
members voted to purchase oil and 
eras rights for 4.949 acres upon 
~hich the new Raccoon school will 
be constr ucted. The purchase was 
ma·:ie from C. C. Warton for $200. 

Bills totaling $27,929.15 were 
approved for payment and the 
board agree:i to borrow necessary 
money to meet the payroll. 

W. P. Miller, supervising prin,­
cipal, was authorized to direct the 
building of several bus shelters m 
the district. , 

Announcement was made that 
classes f.or studying model a i.r­
planes were underway at the Slo.:. 
van school house in the evening. 

The board adjourned shortly af­
ter nine o'clock. 

Township Board Buys Oil & Gas Rights to Raccoon Property 
Burgettstown Enterprise-October 23, 1952 Edition 
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On Raccoon Cafeteria 
Directors of Smith township 

school district "met W ednesda:r 
evening, Oct. 6, in the new Rae­
con school, with principal J o h n 
Harris, Mrs. Etlhel Scopel clerk..., 
and the cafeteria employees to I~ 
view the cafeteria's &tatus. 

In ihe financial report it was- ' 
learned that a $59,45 loss was in- · 
curred for the first.month's oper­
ation. The loss was attributed to­
surplus foods whicll had not been 
received in September. An average · 
of 233 persons were served daily · 
at lunchtime at 25c for pupil~ amL 
35c for teachers. 

At a later Itl~eting held Monday · 
evening, Oct, 11, in Union h i g h't 
school, four directors in attend-­
anced passed the followin·g motio.nl 
to cl-arify management of tlhe cafe-
teria: 1 . 

Motion by Ermil Caleffie, sec­
-onded by Joseph Eertovich, that 
this board give W. P. Miller and 
John Harris a vote of confidence 
on operation of the cafeteria and 
that we continue to authorize 
fuem to operate it in the most ef ­
ficient manner so that the children 
w ill be \ given the full benefit o f 
the cafeteri;. This motion is made 
with t he tlhought of cost and qual­
ity of meals .to the student body . 
Approving the motion w as Alban 
Dalverny and Geno Bianchi. 

A second motion w as 12assed, 
s_tated by C~!eftir- ilJ?.d seconded .b y­
Biandhi, to ~sk the Raccotn-1 Par­
ent Teachers Association to offer 
a rotating advisory co~ittee of 
t hree members to work w ith Mr. 
Har ris in the cafeteria's manage­
ment. 

John W. Bierlein, commercial 
customer representative of West 
Penn Power Company, was pres­
ent to discuss advantages of elec­
trical cooking. 

Dewey Ti"avis of the Permutit 
Water ·softener Company appear­
ed before the board to discuss the 
water hardness at Raccoon an d 
Langeloth sdhools and he presen­
ted an analysis together with a 
r ecommendation to use a softener. 
The board agreed to advertise for 
quotations .on water softener. 

Joseph Abate, tax collector, was 
appointed as delinquent collector 
effecfiv-e·~rch-1s - ex:..­
piration date of the former delin­
q,}lent collector Jdhn Darras. 

It w as agreed that cooks in the­
Raccoon cafeteria be granted sick: 
leave, the same as full time em­
ployes. 

Smith Directors Agree on Raccoon Cafeteria 
Burgettstown Enterprise-October 21, 1954 Edition 



Raccoon School Bldg. 1 

Problems Discussed 1 

Problems related to the ·con­
struction of the new school build­
ing at Raccoon occupied the at­
tention of the Smith Township 
school directors at a regular meet­
ing of the board Wednesday even­
ing, August 12. 'supervising Prin­
cipal W. P. Miller outlined the var­
ious projects for the board's con­
sideration, and approval was given 
to three of six different items. It 
was decided that lights should be 
installed outdoors, .particularly at 
the rear ·of the building, and Mr. 
Miller was advised to secure a bid 

I on the job, since the regular con­
tractor's bid exceeded the limit of 
$300 set by the school law. At 
least two bids must be received. 
Approval was given for wiring to 
be done in one of the basement 
rooms. It was thought advisable to 
send a letter to the state school 
authorities asking for re-imburse­
ment !for making a change in the 
heating system. It was discovered · 
during the installation that a mis- 1 

take in engineering had been made 
and approved by the authorities 
which will necessitate the expend­
iture of more t han one hundred, 
possibly ' two !hundred dollars. I 
Minor problems related to sewage, 
the installation of a railing or pic­
kets for safety along an outside 
excavation, and differences in the 
color of asphalt tiles to be used in 
flooring were tabled until a later 
date. 

The Slovan school will be closed 
this term, and children who for­
merly attended will be transported 
to Atlasburg and Raccoon. Francis 
Mine children in second and third 
grades will go to Atlasburg. Other 
Francis Mine ch ildren will go to 
Langeloth. Pupils near the Rae-

. coon area will attend school at 

I 
Raccoon; those along the valley to­
ward Atlasburg will go to Atlas-
bur_g schQOL _ 

Mrs. Williams and Mrs. Ryan, I 
former Slovan teachers, will be at 
Atlasburg school. Miss Luella 
Felch will teach at Raccoon. 

I 
Two full time drivers for buses 

will be hired before the school 
term OpenS OWing tO the I recent 
resignations of Plato Anestis and 
Roy Struwing from the high school 
teaching staff. The board voted not 
only to hire two new bus drivers 

. but to arrange the other drivers to 
fit the bus schedule, any elimina­
tions to be made according to sen­
iority. It is the desire of the board 
in time to replace' a ll teachers who 
are driving buses with full time 
regular drivers. 

Collision, fire and comprehen­
sive insurance on school buses was 
renewed with Langhart, Daelhou­
sen and May; Victor Lescovitz be-
ing the insurance agent. _ 

It was decided to sell three lots 
in the township; one to Ted Nick­
sick; No. 134 of the Dunbar Plan; 

1 and two near Cherry Valley to 
John Hamilton. 

Bills totaling $12,621.21 were 
approved !for payment and- the 
board voted to advertise for coal 
bids for the ensuing year. Money 
will be borrowed to meet the next 
month's payroll. The board ad­
journed about 9:30 p.m. 

Raccoon School Building Problems Discussed 
Burgettstown Enterprise-August 20, 1953 Edition 



Classroom At Raccoon School To Close 
One elementary classroom will not 

open in the Burgettstown Area School 
District due to declining enrollment. 

Directors at Monday's school 
board meeting voted 6-1, with Edward 
DiNino opposed , to close the sixth 
grade at Raccoon Elementary School 
for the 1990-91 year. 

There are just 12 students project­
ed to attend sixth grade at Raccoon. 
According to Superintendent Eugene 
Sangiuliano, plans are to move 11 
students to Hanover School and one 
to Atlasburg . 

Another elementary student trans­
fer may be in the future after DiNino 
inquired about the number of project­
ed fourth graders. Elementary Super­
visor Robert Peach said he will inves­
tigate the possibility of moving some 
of the 34 students at Atlasburg to 
Raccoon, which has just 18. 

The Burgettstown Area School 
District was the recipient of two 
commendations at Monday's meet­
ing . It was awarded a certificate for 
compliance with the vocational edu­
cation regulations and standards es­
tablished by the state Board of Edu­
cation. A letter of commendation was 
also received from Auditor General 

Donald M. Carroll after audits for fis- Zelenko from the community, and 
cal years ending June 30, 1987 and Reg ina O'Hern and Phillip Esno from 
1988 were approved with no findings the professional staff. . 
of errors or omissions. This marks six , • Accepted interest earned from 
consecutive years district audits have the coal removal project in the 
been found error-free. amount of $37.81, raising the total in 

The board voted to participate in a the bank to $10,187.67. 
regional sewage strate.gy report to be 
prepared by engineers Metcalf and 
Eddy, as a member of the Airport-
West Council of Governments. The 
motion passed by a 5-2 vote, with 
DiNino and Floyd Thomas opposed. 

In other business, the board: 
• A p p r o v e d $ 1 ;a 0 0 s a I a r y 

increases for admini strators Dr. 
Marjorie DePaul , William Price, Dr. 
Constance Gottardi and Robert 
Peach. 

• Granted 6 percent pay increases 
for non-professional staff members 
Donna Gavatorta, Jean Pasquale, 
Ramona Cunningham and Irene Cox. 

• Accepted the following as mem­
bers of the district Educational Advis­
ory Council: Frani Strope, Joyce , 
Lemley, Diane Nadik, Nikki Cooke, , 
Michael Krynak, Carol Yamber, Gary 
Stevenson, Sandra Faulk and Arletta 

Classroom at Raccoon School to Close 
Burgettstown Enterprise-July 18, 1990 Edition 
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