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BU LGER-Front  row, left to right, Paul Moreau, Stanley Gatus, Louis Dellapina, Jr., Charles Shearson,

Gerald Mullin, Samuel LaRocka, William Dinino, Charles Scruppi, Batboy Jackie Pinderville and John

Shearson, president and secretary-treasurer. Back row, left to right, Scorekeeper George Bun, Louis
Pete Dellapina, Mike Nixon and Manager Leo |

Dellapina, Nick Little, John Danas, Robert Skinner,
Dellapina.

Figured in County League Section 2 Championship
Burgettstown Enterprise-September 19, 1946 Edition



AVELLA COPS FIRST
IN NATIONAL OPENER
Avella got off t0 a flying start:
by racking up Imperial, 4-3, in
the first game of their playoﬁ fori
the Shaughnessey championship
of the National Division. ' [
Imperial took a one run lead ing
the first, but Avella knotted the;
count in the third. A three run;
rally in the fourth gave Avella.
enough lead to win. Imperial came!
back with single runs in the fifth

‘and sixth.
A

Tonini paced the Steszamen at!
the platter with a brilliant four
‘for four. Pitcher Kostival check-

ed Tn AR 4 8 for: 47 “including a
double.”Barwedi, Kubachka Scar-
iot, and. Ihk each singled, to cul-

{minate their 11 hit swatting.

Kostival permitted Imperial 8

{hits while fanning nine, for the

win. A late bulletin comes thru\

{with the information that Im-

perial is protesting the game on
the elglbﬂlty of one of Avella’s

Iplayers. ' 'They are questioning
whether Kostival has appeared in
j enough regular season games to

be eligible for the playoffs.

éops First in National Opener
Burgettstown Enterprise-August 26, 1948 Edition







ATLASBURG WTNS 7= 3 3
§ AtIasburg snapped. a Tour game
;losing streak. by reversing Cedar

Grove 7-3, and hung up their first.

Lvictory of the season. Exploding!

‘in the first frame, Atlasburg scor--

.ed"4 tallies for a lead which they:
never relinquished. They padded;
it with 2 more in the third, and:
,added an insurance marker in the,
‘sixth. Cheroke and Globosky pac-:
‘ed a 10 hit parade for the winners,
each getting a pair. Adding one a-.

.piece was: Marshall, Lonski,; !p

,Churpak, Helkevich, Florio, and:

‘hits and 3 runs in twirling Atlas-,
‘burg to their first win.

‘RACCOON OWLS WIN;

,2SANTIAGO 7-3 VICTORY
. The Raccoon Owls continued to. '
jroll along in the victory lane by;
"handing Santiago a 7-3 whipping.-

Coupling 10 hits, Raccoon plated. .
+3 in the third to overcome a 2-0.,

Santlago lead, and added a pair,
»ea h 1n the 4th and 5th, for the.
Wi ST K UZiSTICRgI kS TRel

dec151on in- allong 3 funs-o

for County slugging honors by
blasting out a 3 for 4. Evans added;

Danek, Gratchen, Sydlowski, and’

Kuzior. added one hit apiece in the
victory.

R

a round tripper.

hits. Zig Danek continued his Sl(‘ﬁ

a pair of singles, and Cuervo, G..:

RACCOON UPSET, 8-5

_ Cedar Grove dumped the fav-'
ored Raccoon Owls, 8-5, on the
winner’s grounds last Friday.
‘Cedar Grove hopped on starter
McBee for five runs in the first
three frames before Kranak was'
rushed in to take over. Raccoon
icame back with 2 in fhe 4th and,
3 in the 6th. Cedar Grove shov-;
ed across 3 of their own in the

[ <fifth to pull the upset, 8-5. The:

hits were even-stephen, at nine a--
iece. Zig Danek singled and dou--

) A ‘bled in 4 trips. Sherockman trip-:
.Buckoski. Duke Florio allowed 6 "},

ed and singled in his 3 ftrips,
Kranak, Cuervo, George Danek,.

' smgled Kuzior doubled and Ray
. DEPTOIEORtIATEA™HiE1

}ance c'loutmg by pltchmg‘ in wﬁ{Eﬂ

A
i
Bulger turned 14 hits into - léwf
runs to thoroughly smash Sant
ago, 14-1 on the Bulger: grounds
last Wednesday. Pacing the Bul-}

’

BULGER-SANTIAGO
IN 14-1 TILT

% gerites in their lopsided win was|

Mihalich with a blistering 4 for" 4
Little came in with a 3 for 5, and.;
Mullen posted a 2 for 4, as Bulger1
shelled two hurlers off the moun
Batting around in the third frame,
Bulger sent eight runs across the
blatter before the antiago f1re4

“men could halt the inferno. Mul-

en twirled for the winners and
fanned 5 in copping the verdlct‘
‘Allowmg seven safeties over the
route, Mullen reached for the onl;

fun, in the third. }1
— J

Baseball
Burgettstown Enterprise-May 27, 1948 Edition
















[ BASEBALL SLATE

Hlllman F1e1d
" Friday-N.Y. Black Yankees vs
Scott’s Service
i Sunday- Lawrenceville 'I‘ugers
vs Scott’s Service
Monday-P.N.A. vs Scott’s Ser—‘
vice ‘
District Games' -

Wednesday-Scott’'s Service at|
S.A. Myers |
! Thursday - Scott’'s Service at.
Muse; Avella at Midway I
! Friday-Champion Hill at Rac-
coon; Bulger at Oakdale; Imperlal‘
at Atlasburg |
§ Sunday-Avella at Champion
Hlll Santlago at Raccoon; Bulger
Iat Cedar Grove; ‘Atlasburg at
Oakdale. ‘
{ Monday-Imperial at Bulger

Tuesday-Santiago at Bulger
E Wednesday-Scott’s Service at:
Strabane; Raccoon at Avella; Ced-—
far Grove at Atlasburg. .

—

Baseball Slate

Burgettstown Enterprise-May 13, 1948 Edition




(OUNTY  LEAGUE BASEBAN
TRAD,ES BREWING

Greenie Sc'opel, manager of the
Raccoon Owls, is already getting
his squad lined up for what
looks like a banner baseball year,
by casting trade feelers. His
first shot was fired at Jake Sch-
neider of the Burgettstown Mer-
chants. "I'll''rade  you Joe Grat-
chen, one of my pitchers for Pete
Muscaro”, was Scopel's opening
line. And 01' Jake just threw up
his hands at this one. "We got a
lot of trading material, but Mus-
.caro Is definitely not on the
block"! was  Schneider's reply.
;Jake  reminded  Greenie t hat
Gratchen is now a resident of
Burgettstown, and the Merchants
have first call on him anyway,
according to the unwritten rule,
that teams use as much of their
own local talent as poss~ble. Then
Jake continued, "Keep  talkin'
Greenie, and we may do some
business, but leave Pete Muscaro
out of it, cause he ain't for sale
or trade." Muscaro, the Mer-
chant's outfielder proved to be
one of the most consistent slug-
gers of the league la,st year, and
his heads-up hustling type of
play all year was a definite asset
to the club.

County League Baseball Trades Brewing
Burgettstown Enterprise-February 6, 1947 Edition



Burgettstown
man dies at 76

By Jason Togyer
for The Record-Enterprise

Though he spent parts of just
four seasons in the major
leagues,

Cincinnati Reds’ fans still sent
letters to Eddie (Mongoose)
Lukon, said his granddaughter,
Shelly.

“He got them pretty often,”
said Ms. Lukon of her grandfa-
ther, who died Nov. 7, 1996, at
the age of 76. “He was pretty
proud of (his days in baseball),
and we were proud of him.”

Lukon, whose full name was
Edward P. Lukon, was born
Aug. 5, 1920, in Cherry Valley,
was the son of the late Joseph
and Mary Delprato Lukon.

His first sports successes came
at the old Union High School in
Burgettstown, where he lettered
in baseball, football and basket-
ball.

Ms. Lukon said the trophies
with his name on them were still
on display when she attended
Burgettstown High School 50
years later.

Upon graduation, Lukon was
signed by the Valdosta, Ga.,
minor league team, where he
spent the 1939 season before
moving onto Knoxville, Tenn.,
and Columbus, Ohio, both
Cincinnati Reds farm clubs.

In 1941, he was called up to

the big leagues for part of the
Season.

That was also the year he mar-
ried - his wife, Mary Ellen
Goldbach on Valentine’s Day.
Mrs. Lukon was happy with her
role as a baseball wife, said their
son, Edward.

“She loved it,” said Lukon.
“She got to travel. They were
from Burgettstown, so neither
one of them had ever travelled.”

In 1943, Lukon was drafted
into the U.S. Army as an
infantryman, and served in the
Battle of the Bulge before being
discharged in 1945,

He resumed hig career with
the Reds, playing with the major
league team in 1946 and 1947
before being traded to the
Chicago Cubs in 1948,

His granddaughter said

Lukoen’s best season was 1946
when he played in 102 games,
hit 12 home rung and had a.250
average in 312 at-bats.

“I think he really would have
gone on to become something
(had he continued in baseball)”
said Shelly Lukon. “He had
these powerful arms, like
Popeye, and a really good atti-
tude.”

But in 1948, while playing for
the Cubs’ farm team in Los
Angeles, Lukon got word that
his father was sick, and he
returned to Cherry Valley to
take over the family business,
Lukon Meats,

He operated the business until
his retirement in 1990.

“T guess that’s just the way he
was raised, with family values,”
Ms. Lukon said. “I think,

between his wife and (having
played) baseball, he was a pretty
happy guy.” )

And he never lost his love for
sports, whether teaching his
granddaughters to play softball
or showing his sons where he
had hit a home run over a light
standard at Forbes Field in
Pittsburgh.

“He'd take me in these dress-
ing rooms, and a lot of the guys
he had played with were man-
agers ... or umpives by then,”
said Ed Lukon. “Once I shook
hands with Stan Musial. 1 told
everybody I'd never wash my
hand again.”

Lukon was inducted into the
Pennsylvania Sports Hall of
Fame in 1988,

He was a member of St. Ann’s
Roman Catholic Church in

Bulger.

In addition, he belonged to
American Legion Post 698 in
Burgettstown and the Veterans
of Foreign Wars post in Bulger.

He was preceded in death by u
brother, John.

In addition to. his wife anc}
gon, he is survived by a daugh-
ter, Janet Quiroz of San Diego,
Calif.; another son, Phillip G. ¢f
Cherry Valley; 10 grandchildren
and six great-grandchildren.

Friends were received Nov. §
in the Hayden-Taucher Funeral
Home, Burgettstown.

A blessing service was held
Nov. 9 in the funeral home, the
Rev. Philip Farrell officiating.
Interment was in Our Lady of
Lourdes Cemetery, Burgetts-
town.

Eddie (Mongoose) Lukon
August 5, 1920-November 7, 1996

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society




National Division Sandlot Games

Bulger lost its exclusive grip on
first place when its defense crum-
pled to allow Imperial to grab a
a 6-3 decision and with it a tie for
the National Division lead. Im-
perial tallied five runs in the fifth
frame for the winning margin, the
TUns coming on one hit znd five
Bulger errors. All told they only
collected six hits over the route,
‘but Bulger miscues made things
easy for them. Bulger pounded
out five safeties including a dou-
ble by Sammy LaRocka, a pair of
singles by Senator Nixon and bin-
gles by Scruppi and Tlik. Navoski
was relieved by Johnny Darras in
the fifth, but was still tabbed with
the loss. J. Perko went all the way
for the winners.

Cedar Grove's early lead was
enough to stave off an Atlasburg
four run rally, and the Bernie Lis
club went on fo win, 7-4. Fritz
put Cedar Grove on the victory
road by featuring in a three run
first inning. Fritz powdered one
out of the park for a round tripper
with one on. They built up a six
Tun lead in the first three frames
1o take the tilt. Atlasburg sent
Florio, Sarnicki and McBee to the
mound and they gave up a com-
bined total of 10 hits. A. Ezarik,
Fritz and M. Kubachka tied fo r
slugging honors with a pair a-
piece. Pascuzzi, Barwidi, Scariot
Fuscarelli each banged out one.
Scariot went the route for the win-
ners and was tabbed for eight hits.
Lipnicki, Bodnar, and Dominski
each getting a pair. Warchol and
Fuller each collected one.

The Raccoon Owls went on a 21
hit rampage to steam, clean and
press Champion Hill, 18-2. Back-~
ing up the six hit pitching of Matt
Kuzior, the Owls snapped a four
game losing streak with the sea-
son’s heaviest barrage of base hits
to rack up the loop’s scoring record
to date. Slapping out base hits like
a machine gun, Raccoon really got
on the merry-go-round, plating 11
men in the third frame before they
were retired. Evans led the artil-
lery with a perfect five for five.
Elias smashed out 4 for 5, Demo,

DePaul, and Zig Danek each
banged out three hits, while’
George Danek, Gratchen and Kuz~ {
ior banged out one apiece. Greenie!
Scopel kept his nine starters in
the game, and only Kaezyk failed
to hit, Zig and George Danek, El-
ias and DecPaul each were credited
with a double. Forty-seven men:
went to the platter for the Owls in
the seven inning tilt.

With George McBee checking in
with a brilliant four hit perform-
ance, the Andy Fulled Atlasburg
nine clouted Cedar Grove, 10-1.
The win was McBee’s third in a
row and is undefeated for the sea-
on. Atlasburg backed hie beauti-

ful pitching display with a 12 hit
barrage featured by a two run
homer off the bat of Dominski. De-
Santis, Checcoma, and McBee each
added a double in the win. Hla-
vac and Fuscerelli shared the hurl-
ing for the losers. The victory gave
Atlasburg a season record of 4 and
4,

National Division Sandlot Games

Burgettstown Enterprise-june 2, 1949 Edition

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society




























“t
e’ y 3 o Bt o im w—ﬂ.
Bulger Drubbed; 13-3
Steamrolling over the Rrippled
Bulger nine for a 13-3 win, Avel-
la went into the National Divi-
sion finals after their third vic-
tory in as ‘many starts. -

Mullen, started for Bulger and,
was sent to the showers in the:
third after giving up. seven runs:
ito the Stefkamen. Navoski reliev-|
led and when unable to stamp the:
nAveIIa hitters, Guyo was rushed,
lin from his third base berth. A-
| vella smashed out a total of 17
safftles off these pitchers. Kubach-{
'ka Hlavace, and Kovalchick each
[voled out three hits, while TOnml .
land Ilik got two apiece, and Bar-
wedi, Moten, Gardner and O. Hla-
vac each got one! Tonini and Ku-
bachka each tripled, while Stéve
Hlavace doubled.

Steve Hlavac went the route for
iAvella and was reached for nine|
bingles, having a shutout up to
|the sixth when Bulger scored
ronce, then plated two fnore in the
mnth Little and J. Shearson got
twio apiece, while Moreau, La-
Rocka, Guyo, Novoski and Biggie
-Dellafpina_, in a pinch hitting role,
|g8arnered one. -

Bulger Drubbed; 13-3
Burgettstown Enterprise-August 26, 1948 Edition















Burgettstown Area
Baseball Association
New Organization

The Burgettstown Area Baseball
Association, BABA for shott, is a new
organization of individuals who are
interested in promoting baseball for
the youth of this area. The first year of
operation for the BABA was a suc-
cess. Over 60 children from 7-12
years of age participated in the base-
ball program this season. There was
one 7-8 year old team, wo 9 and 10
year old teams, and two 11 and 12
year old teams. Games were played
with teams from Hickory, Midway and
McDonald. Each plaver received a
trophy to commemorate the first year
of operation. The organization spon-
sored a picnic for all players and
family members at the end of the
season. All star games were played
where each child was an ali-star for a2
day.
The BABA finished the year with
no ouistanding bills. Money was
raised from sign:up fees and a coke
sale. The following local businesses
made coniributions to the new or-
ganization:

Dellaria Ford-Lincoln Mercury,
Hartman’'s Flower and Gift Shoppe,
Sutheriand Lumber Company, Bur-
gettstown Auto Parts, Robert J. Law-
rence State Farm Insurance, Mellon
Bank Burgettstown Office, Slovenian
Home Association, Panhandie Food
Sailes, inc., R. L. Stein and Sons,
Scoreboard, Kucher-Saska VFW
Post 8955, Burgetistown Pharmacy,
Climax Molybdenum Company and
Fuller Distributing.

Maijor expenses for the year in-
cluded league fees, insurance, hats,
baseballs, trophies, equipment lease
fee and the year-end picnic.

The BABA has big plans for the
next baseball season. They hope to
field more teams and exiend the
program o 13- and . {4-year-olds.
Several projects are planned for the
fall and winter to raise operating funds
for next season. Anyone interested in
— both baseball and chiidren are invited
to help and to join the organization.
There is na membership fee. Look for
meeting announcements in the news-
paper. You can get more details by
calling George Herbert at 947-3841,
Barry Phillips at 947-4124 or Bob
Fuller at 947-9558.

The Association will hold a meet-
ing on Oct. 10 at 8 p.m. at the Hilltop
Tavern, Langeloth.

Burgettstown Area Baseball Association New Organization
Burgettstown Enterprise-October 9, 1985 Edition















NG BASEGALL TEAM
ONGHAMPIONSHIPWAY

"Local High School Players Defeat
Midland High in Elimination
Game With 23 to 7 Score

- Four pitchers were unable to stem
the avalanche of base hits that rat-
tled off the bats of Union high -school
‘players as the Section B champions
“trounced Midland ‘high, of Section F
with a score of 23 to 7, in the open-
-ing elimination game of the W. P. I.
A, L. championship at Allquippa Fri-
,day.

J. W. Welch's” Union high players
"bombarded. the Midland mound corps
for a total of 25 safeties, including
doubles by Davis and Donnick, trip-
iles by Kopacz and Davis and home
runs by Ed Lukon and Steve Vugas.

Lukoh got his four-base wallop
in the third with two mates on - and
‘Vukas clouted his in the seventh
inning " with the stations empty.
{Union staged an eight-run rally in
“the third inning to put the game on.
ice. Twelve. men batted during the
; frame.

Midland lost heart in the Afirst in-
ning when great defensive work by
Union checked a threatening upris-
{ing. With the bases full, McFadden
cracked a-liner that seemed tabbed
for a triple. ., Vukas leaped into the.
air and speared it with one hand and
doubled a runner off third. Union
,missed a triple play by an eye lash.
Agam in the fifth,” Steele made a
! beautiful running catch off a line
|ch-lve and then threw to first for a
double play.

The next game probably will be
with Turtle Creek high school, but:
tllled‘date has noét as yet been sched-i
uled,

Union Baseball Team on Championship Way
Burgettstown Enterprise-May 28, 1936 Edition
















(OUNTY  LEAGUE BASEBAN
TRAD,ES BREWING

Greenie Sc'opel, manager of the
Raccoon Owls, is already getting
his squad lined up for what
looks like a banner baseball year,
by casting trade feelers. His
first shot was fired at Jake Sch-
neider of the Burgettstown Mer-
chants. "I'll''rade  you Joe Grat-
chen, one of my pitchers for Pete
Muscaro”, was Scopel's opening
line. And 01' Jake just threw up
his hands at this one. "We got a
lot of trading material, but Mus-
.caro Is definitely not on the
block"! was  Schneider's reply.
;Jake  reminded  Greenie t hat
Gratchen is now a resident of
Burgettstown, and the Merchants
have first call on him anyway,
according to the unwritten rule,
that teams use as much of their
own local talent as poss~ble. Then
Jake continued, "Keep  talkin'
Greenie, and we may do some
business, but leave Pete Muscaro
out of it, cause he ain't for sale
or trade." Muscaro, the Mer-
chant's outfielder proved to be
one of the most consistent slug-
gers of the league la,st year, and
his heads-up hustling type of
play all year was a definite asset
to the club.

County League Baseball Trades Brewing
Burgettstown Enterprise-February 6, 1947 Edition



ROBERT S. COWDEN LEAVES
FOR VERO BEACH, FLA.

.Robert S. Cowden, son of Mr.
and. Mrs. M. E. Cowden of Center
ave., left Tuesday morning for
spring training with the Brooklyn
Dodder Pony league, Vero Beach,
Fl~rida. "Bob" left-hand pitcner,
made a fine showing Ilast season
with a record of 10 wins out of 12
games pitched for the league,
while stationed at Hornell, New
York.

Robert S. Cowden Leaves for Spring Training with Brooklyn Dodgers
Burgettstown Enterprise-April 23, 1953 Edition



DalCanfon To
Leave For Florida

Bruce DalCanton, Union
High biclogy teacher, will
be leaving next Tuesday,
February 20, for spring
training with the Pitts-
burgh Pirates at Fort
Myers, Florida,

. DalCanton posted a 2-1
record in eight late~sea=
son games last year,

The big right-hander has
been given an excellent
chance by manager Larry
Shepard and general man-
ager Joe Brown to make
the Pirate varsity squad
this season.

Bruce DalCanton to leave for Florida
Burgettstown Enterprise-February 14, 1968 Edition

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society







































“FRANCIS MINE SENiOR BASEBALL CHAMPIONS

1st row: left to right-Strongosky, L. Bennnett, F. Senczyszyn, C. Senczyszyn, J. Zamber-
lan, O'Shanka.
Znd row: left to right-C. Haspel, D. Bennett, K. Haspel, Witcher, Smith, A. Zamberlan

Francis Mine Senior Baseball Champions
Smith Twp. Recreation Program
Burgettstown Enterprise-August 17, 1950 Edition










Dave Vallina and Gary Havelka
Langeloth Baseball Field-Unknown Year

Fort Vance Historical Society









J-M’s Broadwater, Bedilion
combine to toss no- hltter

Jake Broadwater and
Bryce Bedilion combined
to pitch a no-hitter as Jef-
ferson-Morgan defeated
Avella 100 in six innings.

Broadwater, who started
on the mound for the Rock-
ets, struck out 10 in his four
innings. Bedillion struck out
three to get the final six outs.
The two helped their cause
on the mound, each hitting
adouble.

Noah Taylor struck out
eight but suffered the loss
for Avella.

Peters Township 6, Chartiers
Valley 2. Peters Township
had timely hitting and took
advantage of wild pitching
to defeat Chartiers Valley
6-2 in a non-section contest.

Tied 2-2 entering the final
inning, the Indians scored
two runs after drawing a
pair of walks. Joe Ehland
then hit a two-run single to
complete the four-run sev-
enth for the victory.

Ehland went 3-for4 with
twoRBI Matt Levyalsohad
two hits for PT.

Andrew Mottola came in
topitch the final two innings
for the Indians and didn’t
surrender arun to earn the
victory.

Jason Orzechowski suf-
fered the loss for Chartiers
Valley.

Jeannette 5, Beth-Center 2:
Jeannette used two walks
and three hits to score four

runs in the first inning‘and
defeat Beth-Center 5-2ina
non-section game.

The four runs held up for
the remainder of the game
for the Jayhawks.

Beth-Center (1-1) scored
two runs in the fifth inning
on a Ryan Ross single. Ross
went 3-for-3 for the Bull-
dogs. David Morris also had
twohits.

Trey Cunningham had
two singles for Jeannette
0.

Burgetistown 12, Mapletown
10: Garrett Johns hit a two-
run double in the sixth in-
ning as Burgettstown de-
feated Mapletown 12-10 in
anon-section game.

After scoring six runs in
the first inning and ahother
in the second to take a 7-2
iead, the Blue Devils al-
lowed Mapletown to scored
six unanswered runs to take
aone-runlead.

The teams traded runs
until Johns’ double gave
Burgettstown the lead for
good.

Dylan Rush had two hits
and reached base five times
for Mapietown.

Brownsville 7, Carmichaels 0:
Three players had a mult-
hit game as Brownsville de-
feated Carmichaels 7-0ina
non-section meeting.

Josh Davison, Brody

Bagwell and Trevor Stew-
arteach had two hits for the
Falcons to support starting
pitcher Cameron Brosky,
who struck out eight and
didn’t allow a run over his
four innings.

Carmichaels scattered
its four hits throughout the
game and committed five
€TTOrs,

Matt Barrish suffered the
ioss for the Mikes.

Central Valley 12, Washington
1: Matt Ramsey doubled
and drove in three runs to
help Central Valley toa 12-1
win over Washington in a
non-section game.

Mike Sittig and Nico Hall
each had a double for Cen-
tral Valley (2-0). Washington
fellto0-2.

Charleroi 13, Bentworth 10:
Charleroi took advan-
tage of 12 walks and two
hit-batsmen to win a 13-10
decision over Bentworth in
anon-section game.

Charleroi had 6 singles
and took advantage of 5
Bentworth errors.

Losing pitcher Jared
Lingis had a double as did
Braiden Pike and Jacob
Kisner. Jacob Maimone had
three singles and 3RBI.

Inothergames, Ringgold de-
feated North Catholic 7-2.
Bo Haines went 3-for-3 with
two home runs.

High School Baseball Roundup
Observer-Reporter-March 21, 2018 Edition

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society








































. LATE'SPORTS
! Avella pafided its: American Di-
!vision lead with a 10-3 victory
‘over Bulger. Hlavac went the dis-
'tance and aided his own win by
‘smashing out 4 for 5. Hlik came
ithru with.3 for 4 in the 14 hit
‘pounding of Bulger's Femovich.
'The losers collected six hits with
' Pete Dellapina smashing out three
of them in having a perfect day at|
' the plate. Atlasburg made Midway [
step 10 frames befo/re a decision
. was reached. Midway scored a
fpan- in the tenth and went on to
'win, 5-3. The winners banged out
7 safties' off McGraw. With Bod-
nor poling out a pair, , Atlasburg
got a total of § hits. Raccoon hand-~
ed Imperial an 8-3 decision with
their ‘pitchers giving up 10 walks. ‘
Imperial garnered only 5 bmgles,
but the Owl hurlers forced in runs|
by their wildness. Andrlkamch
starting his first game for the
Owls, allowed 6 free tickets, and
Kranak, his relief, gave up 4 Rac-
coon collected 8 hits with G, Dan-
ek and P. Secco getting two apiece.
Avella put anotheér hitch on their
grip of first place with a 2-1 win
over Sturgeon. J. Molten ‘and
Gardner paced the winners’ 7 hit
| parade with a pair apiece, Scariot,
on the hill for Avella gave up only
| 3 hits. Bulger kept in the pennant
race with a.6-3 win over Cedar
Grove. J. Shearson’s 3 for 4 and L.
Dellapina’s 2 for 2 added to Nix-
on’s double and home run paced
the winner’s 10 hit barrage. Na-
voski allowed the losers 8 hits
while fanning 6. -Atlasburg crumb-
{led in the final frame permitting
Oakdale 5 runs, to win 10-6; when
they were trailing 6~5. Bumbera
and Buckoske~(7th) hurled for
i Atlasburg. DeSantis and Cheroke,
with a pair each, led the 7 hit par-
ade for Atlasburg. Scott Service
increased their National Division:
lead to two and a half games with
a 4-1 victory over Meadowlands,
while S. A. Myer dropped a 2-1
verdict to Cecil. Scott was outhit,
7-4, but came thru with men on.
Johnson homered with one on to
feature. Tropek pitched and fan-
ned 6 while walkirig 2. Meadow-
lands stranded 7 on the bases,
while Scott left only 1 on. Lukon,
Demnyan and Tropeck culmmated
the hlttmg for the winnirs.

i, .n'i\

Late Sports

Burgettstown Enterprise-july 1, 1948 Edition
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- “egionBaseball
"The Washington County section
of the 25th district American Le-
# gion Junior Baseball program is
. all set to go after a final meeting|
! last Friday. The county has been
¢ divided into two sections; with
i section 1 comprised of Burgetts-
ltown, Avella, Woodson-Asbury,
¢+ Claysville and Washington. Sec-
1 tion' ; McMurray, Muse, Mead-
i owlands, McDonald and Canons-
\ burg. Opening day is slated- for
" June 7. !
i Gus Repole will again be at the
4 helm of the Post 698 Burgettstown
! entry, with Don Hall, Unién High
{ baseball coach, assisting him. For
} the past two seaso.:s, ‘Post 698
1+ has been successfu! in copping the
4, championship of their section, on-
it 1y to lose out in the playoffs. This
" season, with the county divided
tinto two sections, Burgettstown,
i with ,just about their strongest '
i team of their history, are‘giving,

, notice that they are out to sweep |
the line in the coming campaign. |
Mgr. Repole is rumored to be lin-{
g ing up talent which will m ake,
‘4 Post 698 the club, to beat for the
i Junior Légionkchampionship. o

J Gus Repole has been appointed ‘
‘-athletic ‘director . of the Burgetts-
y town Legion Post 698. :

i
3
‘{

Legion Baseball
Burgettstown Enterprise-May 20, 1948 Edition




LITTLE LE~GUE TEAM
FETED BY MANAGER

Twelve members of the Cardi-
nals Little League baseball team
were ente"rtained at a corn and
wiener roast at the home of their
manager, Geno Bianchi of Bulger,
Thursday evening, Aug" 13."

Present were: G. and W. Rankin,
D. O'Donnell, J. Suica, J. Maroni,
Joe Muscaro; R. Vigilotti, J. On-
stott, G. Strongosky, Juju Dalles-
andri and D. Bianchi. Members
absent were: M. Zamberlan,"J. Or-
rick and Jim Muscaro.

Also attending were 20 2Uests.
Assisting manager Bianchi wit h
the preparations’ were: Clayton
Hill and Casey Rankin.

Cardinals Little League Team Feted by Manager
Burgettstown Enterprise-August 20, 1953 Edition



LITTLE ~ LEAGUE  GIANTS

il

BOTTOM ROW,-Left to right: Jerome Staub, Jerome Murin, Ossie Gavazzi, Robert i
Bednarzik and Kenneth Gavazzi. f

BACK ROW-Chester Warchol, coach; J. Thomas, Jim Mastic, Ben Mader, Ray
Marti~, Jim~Grant, Jim Bernola and Walter, Lipnicky, manager. Absent: Jim Durko, (in-
fect.en~leg), :-Thomas Bednarzik and Johnny Latella.

Climax News
Little League Giants
Burgettstown Enterprise-July 16, 1953 Edition









Burgettstown

Record Crowd For LiUle League Opener At
Hillman Field. Ninely-Six Players In Debut

Approximately 1,000 cheering
fans watched all eight teams in ac-
tion on Monday night as the Com-
munity Little League staged its
grand opening at Hillman Field.

The local ball yard was already
packed with spectators when the
parade, marking the  occasion,
made its turn into the park. Head-
ing the march, which formed at
the high school and wended its
way down Main street, was Pro-
fessor McGregor's splendid Union

high band. All of the ball. players,
~anagers and coaches participated
m the parade, making it a very
colorful event.

The occasion was a little damp-
ened when several VIP were un-
able to attend. A, telegram was re-
ceived from James F. Hillman to
express his regrets and compli-
menting the entire community for
its wonderful youth project, and
his. best wishes for a very success-

ful and happy season. Every fan
arose in tribute to Mr. Hillman
just as though he was in the
stands.

Burgess W. J. Whalen, Jr., made
the opening address, threw out the

first ball and operated the public'
address  system in professional
style. Decked out i!l a President
Truman sportshirt, BUI'gess Wha-
len made a keen hit in introducing
players, managers and calling of

the ball game.

To give the enthusiastic fans a

glimpse at the many players who
will be competing in Lit tie
League, each team played three
innings with liberal substitutions.
rr. e results  of these exhibitions
VB o s e ~VILIFLIA) 6w ¥.LLe~
ates, 5-3, Red Sox over the Cardi-
nals, 1-0, Yankees over the Giants
2-1 and, the Tigers battling th ~

F'hillies to a 3-3 stalemate.

Record Crowd for

Enterprise-June

I

Dushan  Nicksick's In dian s
caught the fancy of the crowd up-
on marching into the stadium.
Heading his ball club was little
Jimmy Nicksick all togged out in a
real Indian outfit with war hoops
and everything. Then, to top it off,
Manager Nicksick tagged nick-
names to his players. Each was
announced with the moniker of a
Cleveland Indian.

Many"' thrilling catches and
plays were made during the games,
a.nd the. batters. rapped out hits
hke maJor leaguers. Several dou-
bles were hit. Rend DiOrio smash-
ed the leather. out for a triple and
his ole man smashed the hat of a
spectator in front of him. Ben Dia-
mond raised the fans to their feet
and set them to really whooping it.
up when he belted a terrific 200 |
foot clout over the left field fence
for the evening's only round trip-
per. The home run came with one
on and provided all the scoring for
his Yankee mates' win over the
Giants, 2-1. John Clair fanned 7 to
highlight the pitching.

Umpires Scott, Schneider and
Riddle donated their services for
the ball games and gave the open-
er a very professional appearance
in‘their  official uniforms. .

Official ~eague games got under
way on Tuesday. Doubleheaders
are scheduled for every day this
week at Hillman field with the ex-
ception of Friday, when they will
have double bills on tap with ac-
tion on Hillman field. First game
is at 5 p.m.

Little League Opener

21, 1951Edition



LITTLE LEAGUE PIRATES who have put away their gloves and balls for this season shown above, are:

Bottom row, 1to r-Terry Dalverny, John Gobleck, Ch'lrles Bernola, Pete Dellapiha, Kenneth Bailey and Joe

Verbanic; back row-Larry Remmert, James Lander, Merwin Holland, Phillip Brletich, Harry Stiffler,

Mickey LaRocka, Bobby Dellapina, A. W. Holland, manager; absent-Robert Gaffoli, Dickey Schumaker
| .

Little League Pirates
Burgettstown Enterprise-July 9, 1953 Edition






SUMMARY OF GAMES
LITTLE LEAGUE

Pirates 18-Red Sox 9. The Pir-
ates wonn the League’s opener,
breaking a 6-6 tie with a four-run
outburst in the fourth inning. Ron
Foflygen was the winning pitcher.
Bill Owens was the loser. Pete
Dellgping hit a home run and
double to pace the winners, while
Foflygen had a single and triple.
Owens smackad a single and triple
and Eddie Shaffer tripled, fo spark
the Red Sox.

Yanks 10-Phils 5. Yanks won
the game with three runs in each
of the tast two innings. Rich Mec-
Clements and Jim Ozimek, each
with a pair of singlss and a triple,
were Yank big guns. Bill Michal-
ski helped out with a single and
double. Frankie Malardie’s triple,
Art Delprato’s double and Rich
Lombardi’s pair of singles were
high spots for the Phils. Michal-
ski was the winning pitcher, Del-
pratc the loser.

Giants 6-Tigers 0. Bob Bednar-
zik won a sparkling mound duel
with Carl Harris. Bobby Barish
homered and singled to lead the
Giant attack, along with Johnny

Guna, who whacked a pair of dou~
bles. Denny Cowden hit a double
and Bob Delprato and Dave Spon-
tak each singled for the Tigess.
Giants broke a scoreless tie with
Barish’s home run in the fourth
inning.

‘Cards 3-Indians 2, Another close
ball game which the Cards took
thanks fo a two-runa rally in the

. sixth inning., Denny Bertoni was

the winning pitcher and George
Swranik the loser. Berioni led his
feam in hitting with two doubles,

‘although Jim O’Donnell singled

twice and Richard Boni hit a
triple. Gene Alvarez with a single
and double, and Rich Amistadi
a double, sparked the Indians.
Losers out-hit the winners, 8-7.

Giants 3-Indians 2. Once . again,
the Indians lost by one run, but
cut-hit the winners, §-3. Bobby
Barish was the winning pifcher
while Rich Amistadi was tagged
with the loss. Barish, Ray Kokos-
kie and Johnny Dubich each dou-
bled -for the only Giant hits. Mar-
shall Hanna conked three two-
baggers to be high man for the
losers. Georgé Swanik also hit a
double.

Tigers §-Cards 3. Tigers won it
with four runs in the last inning.
Roy Lounder was the winner, and
Jim O’Donnell the loser. Leading
the Tigers were Carl Harris, with
a single and double, and Bob-Del-
prato with a pair of singles. Ray
Lounder hit a deuble also. Denny!

‘Bertoni’s single and"double, and

Lee Dowler’s double, were offen-
sive high spots for the Cards,

Summary of Little League
Burgettstown Enterprise-May 30, 1957 Edition


































































VeBlack Yankees™ 1
Appear Here Friday

In their zeal to provide the Bur-i
igettstown district with the bes t‘
‘baseball entertainment -possible,;
!Scott’s Service has contacted the
\.New York Black Yankees, m e m-|
.bers of the professional Negro!
;National League, for an exhibition’
‘classic on Hillman Field thls Fri-.
‘day at 6:15 sharp. \

i The Yankees have been nation-:
‘ally known for outstanding feats.
16n the diamond for the past 18
- years, and have appear«d in near-
‘ly every leading city in the coun-'
i try. They have garner ed the rep-’
utation as being the outstanding
"club of their league, and are an.
{ outstanding attraction. !
. A note on their top deck talent-r
; ~eam is Tianaged by~
Bar'ker, d veteran'of 16 year
the Negro National League. Sp
;mg a hfetlme batting average . -of
.325, he 'possesses remarkablel
ability in any position. John | ay-
ted does the bulk of the catchmg,
‘and is rated the top receiver of
_the League. Clouts a long ball an'c_l
a marvel at working pitchers. Bud
Barbee One of the most colorful
players in the game today. Coming
*in with a .300 average, Barbee is:
ran.all year round player. In thg
.winter he performs in the Panama
1League Robert Griffith-is - re-
igarded as one ‘of the better pitch-
ers in the league, and figuratively
1speakmg, can throw a ball thru a
Ebrlck wall. Rufus Bakeriis the
‘club’s all around man whose hlt-i
iting and fielding can be called!
‘phenomenal. John Stanley-Bnl—l
tliant southpaw pitcher for the
ipast 21 seasons and owns the best“
.pitching record in the league. He!
+has pitched 5 no-hitters in leaguei
‘play. John Smith-with a battmg
,average of .339 is the slugger oﬁ
‘the outfit and is the former bat-
tmg champion of the Negro Amer-
/ican League.
! We don’t have the space to con-1
{tinue the long list of stars which
‘will make their appearance comé
- Fnday, as the club is fxlled W1th.

‘famed diamond artists who come'

;here with a brilliant record. Mgr1
‘Schneider of Scott's Service' says

‘that the Yankees will know that
ithey are in a ball game, all. thé
 way.

Baseball-N.Y. Black Yankees Appear Here Friday
Burgettstown Enterprise-May 13, 1948 Edition










NATIONAL DIVISION § 1950 GRAND SLAM BASEBALL CHAMPIONS

. . —

ichtured above is the personnel of the 1950 Raccoon Owls Baseball Club, winners of the regular National
D1v1smn pennant and undefeated Shaughnessy playoff champions. Front row, left to right: Matt Kuzior,
“Andy Mikula, Andy Gratchen, Paulie Demnyan, Ray DePaul Harry Elias, George Danek,and Tom Elias.
fBack row, left to right: R. Putkovich-publicity, Charles Rommes-business mgr., John Sydlowskl, Judge
Evans, Bob Cowden, Zig Danek, Ralph Kortyna, Duke Florio, Gumps Stanish and Manager Greenie Sco-
ipel. Not pictured is Paul Deliere.

National Division’s 1950 Grand Slam Baseball
Burgettstown Enterprise-November 16, 1950 Edition
















OWLS REPEAT WIN |
OVER CLAYSVILLE {
Slipping by the Claysville Mer-|
chants 2-1 last Sunday gave the|
Greenie Scopel managed Raccoon |
club a clean swéep of the color-:
ful and thrilling two game series:
scheduled between these teams.
Raccoon got phe scoring startedi
in the second when three succes-
{sive singles, Evans, Little and Ku-:
jzior, plated a tally. Claysville:
came right back with one to knot
the count. It was 1-1 all the way
‘up until the sixth, when the Owls"
‘broke the tie and scored what;
iproved to be the winning run.|
iEvans doubled and Kuzior drove
[him in with a single, for his sec-}
ond RBI. Singles by Zig Danek
cand Kranak culminated Raccoon’s
| seven: hit attact. .
| Kranak went the distance for
the winners on the mound with
Ellias receiving. In copping the|
‘win, Kranak gave up one run ont
«four hits, and a walk. He fanned
:six. Kranak could have had a
ishutout but for the ball that Evanst
ilet go thru him:in the second for
'a triple. A single followed which
fp‘lated Claysville’s only run.

.

Owls Repeat Win Over Claysville
Burgettstown Enterprise-August 26, 1948 Edition































PONY LEAGUE

Cubs 2-Dodgers 0. Pete Blue
was the winning piicher in a tight
ball game, with Bill Ellioft ab-
sorbing the loss. Frank Lawrence
tapped outl a double for the win-
ners.

Reds 5-Browns 2. Another close
game in which Carl Yanek was
the winning pitcher and Tom Bed-
narzik the loser. Conk Gavazzi
smacked a double for the Browns,
while Bobby Xuzior hit a two-
bagger tor the Reds.

Pony League
Burgettstown Enterprise-May 30, 1957 Edition



;Awards leen atFirst Pony League Dlnner

(Enterprise Photo)
Winners of special a-
. wards at the first annual
" Pony League banquet held
at the American Legion
Home last Saturday are
pictured above,
From left to right, sit=-
ting, they are;
Jess Alonso, as the out=-
standing pitcher in the lea=
., gue this year; Jerry Stiff-
" ler, Pony League Commis~
sioner, who was presented

a surprise gift by the play=
ers in recognition of his
efforts in behalf of the
league; and Mel Riddile,

as the league’s best bat-

ter in 1964,

Standing, left to right:

Curt Diamond and Ed
Slopek, coach and mana-
ger, respectively, with the
trophy won by their Dod-
gers, team champions in
1964; and Raymond ‘‘Red”’

Riddile, who was given a

plaque and a wallet for .
his special effort, that of
umpiring practically every
game played during the ‘
past season,

The highly successful
banquet was enthusiasti-
cally recelved by a large
group of Pony Leaguers
and parenr,s present for
the occasion, All arrange~
ments for the affalr were
handled by Stiffler with

complete cooperation sup~

Awards Given at First Pony League Dinner
The Burgettstown Enterprise-August 12, 1964 Edition




Dodéers Win 1964 Pony League Title

kS

These are the Dodgers,
1964 champions of the Bur=
gettstown Area PONY Lea-
gue, who swept through
championships of both hal-
ves during regular season
play this year. Manager
Ed Slopek is not pictured.

- The Dodgers won the title

behind the strong pitching
of Jesse Alonso. The
Browns finished as league
runners-up, the Cubs were
third and the Reds last,

(McCrerey Photo)

Dodgers Win 1964 Pony League Title
The Burgettstown Enterprise-August 5, 1964 Edition




THE REDS PLAY .IN PONY LEAGUE

BOTTOM-Left to Right: Bill McCreight, George Elich, Danny  Stitsel, Johnny
Clair, Jim Matalik and Charles EIliC!t.

BACK ROW,-Vernon Scope |, coach; Kenneth.Lantz, John Dunn, Dave Dhayer, Clyde
Elliot, Bill Oznik, Bill Brunner, Gary Fowler and G. Danek, manager. Absent - Russell
Payne and L~u Barish.

Climax News
The Reds Play in Pony League
Burgettstown Enterprise-July 16, 1953 Edition



Prafa Pifches Union
To Win Over Dons

Bill Prata pitched a su~
perb six innings of base-
ball in leading the Union
High baseball team toa 10~
1 exhibition win over Ma=
donna last 'I‘hursday at
Hillman field,

The win was Union s
first of the season, and it
avenged an earlier non-
league loss suffered at the
hands of the Blue Dons,

Prata shut out the Dons
in his six-inning stint, giv~
ing up but five hits and
striking out nine,

Madonna scored its only
run iIn the last Inning off
the pliching of John Mar=
kivich,

Pat McGraw’s Blue Dew
vils wrapped up the con-
test in the first inning,
scoring five runs, spark-
ed by a long triple by Chal
Mahoney.

Prata slammed a double
for the locals, while Jim
Repole and Mel Riddile
each checked in withapair
of hits,

Bill Prata Pitches Union to Win over Dons
Burgettstown Enterprise-April 17, 1968 Edition

Courtesy of Fort Vance Historical Society



1948 Burgettstown American Legion Post 698

All Star selection, ss & ¢ JOHN A PUNOLA













Raccoon, Bulger,
‘Avella National
League Winners

Raccoon and Bulger racked up
their National Division opening3
'games with a victory, while Avel-
Jla notched their second stralght'
in games played Sunday. i
‘ Raccoon opened up at home and'

B
.
|
|

sacked up Oakdale in a slugfest,
,14-10. Outhit, 14-11, the Owls
ispotted Oakdale a 7-1 lead going
‘into the third before Mgr. Scopel’s
proteges began their assault on the.
visiting hurlers. Blasting away,
-with rapid precision, the Owls
shelled four pitchers off the:
.mound in scoring 13 tallies in the
ynext six frames.
‘for the winners but was replaced

‘with Kuzior in the third after giv- |

ling up 7 runs. Kuzior spiked the
*visiting barrage and allowed only
+3 tallies over the remaining dis-'
tance. Ziggie Danek paced the
Owls win with a double and triple
in 4 trips. Evans added a tremen-
dous home run, and double; D e-

singel; and Durain doubled and
singled; as everyone fattened up
their batting averages. The win-
ning lineup; Danek-ss, Kuzior-3b-; .
_{p. Zig Danek-lb, Evans-cf, De-
lPaul -rf, Secco-rf, Sherockman-
. 12b, Elias-c¢, Durain-p-3b. {
i Atlasburg treked to Avella and
" Jwere set down on three hits, los-
lmg 9 to 1. Avella hopped on Mc-'
Graw in the first frame and before
the inning was over, pushed a-!
‘cross six tallies. Bumbera reliev-'
jed but Avella continued their; |
tpounding to rack up a total of 12{
;saftles With Atlasburg’s pltchmg,
;unable to get going, Avella’s Bian-|
’Chl was red hot. He had a shut-
;out up to the final frame, but

Bumbera walked, stole second,
‘on Gobloeskls smgle Dunkov1cAhJ

)

Baseball-Raccoon, Bulger, Avella

.Durain started'{

'Paul came thru with a triple and »

“"r

and Bumbera got ihe: i
for the losers. ‘Kubachka paced thei
winners with :3 ‘for’ 5, including al
triple. Scariot| Szynog, and Bi-'
anchi each with two hits, shared‘f
in the hitting honors. For Avella-!
Ertle-1f, Barwidi-c, Maliny-c, H1-!
avac-3b, Kubachka-ss, Scariot-2b,}
Mosko-2b, Curtis-cf, Szunyog- 1b{
Farrar-lb, Brandenberg-rf, Stone.
rf, and B1anch1 -p. For Atlasburg—-
Gobloeski-3b, Warshol-2b, Quad-!
er-c, Lipnicky cf-2b, Dunkovich-|
1b, Lonski-ss, Bodner i, Cheroke
rf, McGraw-p, Bumbera-p, Rlvut-
ti~cf.

With two 4 run frames, and two
3 run frhmes, Bulger steamrolled
over Champlon Hill for a smash-
ing 14-0 win on the loser’s
| grounds. Scorlng the 'shutout on 8
hits and 7 errors, Bulger’s Navos-'
ki set the Hillers down with only
4 bingles. Sandri paced the Del-'
lapina powerhouse with 3 for 5.
LaRocka added a bingle and dou-
ble and scored 4 runs in his 5
trips. Old Folks Guio doubled and

P. Dellapina and Navoski singled:
to culminate the winning stick,
parade. Navoski fanned 7 in

chalking up the win. Bulger line-
' up-Sandri-rf, LeRocka-1f, P, Del-
lapina-2b, Guio-3b, Mihalich-1b,
L. Dellapina-cf, Little- -SS, Fuller-_
c, Navoskl—p

National League Winners

Burgettstown Enterprise-May 13, 1948 Edition







Jerry Ramsey












Scofts.Service Downs
Meadowlands o

:Lls Hurls 3 Hitter in Shutout
Playing their second straight|
ileague game in as many ° days,
Scott Service hung a 3-0 white-!
wash job on Meadowlands last;
Monday on Hillman Field. ‘
Coming back with Bernie , Lis,i
who pitched himself out of the|
box on Sunday, Mgr. Schneider’s'
faith in the standout hurler was
well rewarded. For Lis chucked a!
beautiful game, fanning 6 and:
scattering three scant hits over;
the route for a 3-0 shutout. -
Scott’s scored 1 in the 2nd,;
fJoh'nson singled to score Muscaro;
i1 in the 3rd. Vernillo scored from‘
‘thlrd on Muscaro’s long fly to left, j
fand 1 in the 4th, Gelestor singled |
ito score Johnson. .
Gelestor, long reputed as one:
lof the more dangerous hitters in!
‘tHe county; broke into the lineup'!
‘when Vernillo retired because of
-a bad leg. And by his potent stick
‘work, two singles in as many
‘trips, gave notice that he’s” gona

‘be mighty hard to beat out of a:

starting.role. Vernillo, Muscaro,

hnso. glis each sin led to,
Johnson sepidulL.i gled to,

culmmate Scott’s swat parade ot

Vukas had a bad day after that!
double which put Scott’s back in;
'the ball game with Strabane. He!
‘fanned in three appearance at the
-plate. Demnyan Went down twlce

K}

Bcoil Service Loses
Overtime Thriller |

Opemng up the official Amer—
+ican Division season on Hlllman
‘Field last Sunday, Scott Seérvice
‘battled Strabane, IQA’I Chartlers

alley champions, for 11 fast and
furious heats before bowing, 6-5.
| Mgr. Schneider sent Bernie L1s
‘1o, the post in effort to rack up the
‘opener, and, although very sharp;
‘and fast, Lis failed to find th e
| plate. He walked 3, hit 1, and al-
‘lowed a single for 3 runs w1thout
‘retlrmg a man. Jimmy Tropek
was rushed in, and hurled a mas—\
terpiece, besides starring at the
'plate. Pitching 3 hit ball in 10
‘frames Tropek held Strabane to
"two runs while Scott’s deadlocked,
,the count in #he ninth. At the»
[platter Tropek dr11.led out a pa1r

of smgles and a double and scored
tho runs in 5 trips, to steal the
whlttmg show. \

After spotting Strabane 3 runs,
‘Scott’s came back with 1 in the:
4th. Strabane made it 4-1 byl
icountering in the.5th, " and 5-I
\with a tally in the 6th. Scott’s
iclosed the gap with two in their'
half of the 6th, to trail 5-3. Then,:
.in the 9th and final frame, Vukas:
‘came up with 1 away and runners:
lon second and third. Working the
*count to 3 and 2, Vukas pickled
the next pitch into deep _center’
for two bases .and scored the two
‘runners to throw the contest mto
:extra innings. Ve

Relieving the oyerworked Tro-
pek, Mgr, Schneider called upon
Merenda in the 11th. The usuallyl
very reliable Merenda got into’
‘trouble right away, when he,
couldn’t find the plate. He loaded’
the bases via a single-and pair of"
walks . With two away. and the,
plllows filled, Merenda issued an-'
other pass to force in what proved:
to be the winning run.

Scott’s outhit the winners, 12-7,:
but left runners stranded. Addlngj
to Tropek’s sizzling platter-chat-:
ter was; Havelka and Demnyan
each with 2 for 4, doublés by Vuk-|
as and Lukon; an dsingles by,
Vernillo, Stanish and Johnson. “

—

e

Baseball-Scott Service
Burgettstown Enterprise-May 13, 1948 Edition




MM e o A,
SCOTTS COP SERIES ]
LEAD; WIN 7 TO 2 |

: Playmg before a large I-lelmanl
Field crowd Tuesday, Scott Ser- '
wice thumped the Cannonsburgi
Transformers, 7 - 2,"in the first|
game of their playoffs for the Am- | i
erican  Division championship. |
Playing at Canonsburg Wednes-,
'day evening, the two clubs return‘
ito Burgettstown on Thursday for[
their third game of the best of |

seven series. - {

The locals broke the scoring ice.
in the second; with Stanish and:
Gelestor on, Dowler rapped out at
Isingle to score Dowler to give thel
locals a 3-0 lead. In the fourth,
Vukas rifled out a single to plate,
Gelestor and Vernillo who both|
tbingled, then plated himself, afterl
ithe catch of Lukon’s long fly ball,:
jfor a 6-0 lead. In the fifth, Dem-
{yan doubled and scored on a sin-'
igle by Zdybicki. !
Moe Dowler was on the mound
ifor Scotts and began boring down
ifrom the opening gun. Not an en-
’emy reached third until the sixth,
:when they got to Moe for three‘
!hlts and their two runs. Moe gave -
.up a total of six hits in a beautiful ,
thurhng job which was backed up
§w1th some sensational f1e1d1ng
tLukon at short stop was outstand
}mg in cutting down potential hltv

after hit.

Vernillo with 3 for 4 paced the!
1wmner s platter chatter. Lukon:
ytripled and singled, Demnyan doubi
‘led and Vukas, Zdybicki, Gelestor
iDowler and Johnson each singled.:
é The Chambpionship series be-

tween Avella and Imperial for the
’Natlonal Division title stands at
rmperlal with the edge, two games

%'if to one .
n P ——

Scott’s Cop Series Lead; Win 7 to 2
Burgettstown Enterprise-August 26, 1948 Edition


































i A 1)l 3V gt et
f’r‘ﬁDDY NICKSICK SIGNS
[PRO CAGE CONTRACT
i . Slovan’s Teddy Nicksick, rated
as one of the finest basketball
performers of the Southwest while
playing with the Texas Wesleyan
College quintet, recently inked a
contract to play professional bas-
ketball with the Boston Celtics.
The highly touted cage star, a
local product who brought much
fame to this district, was reported
.to have signed for $5,000 for his
.services in the coming pro basket-
ball season. To close the deal,
Boston lured Nicksick away from
‘the clutches of rival scouts, by
.tendering him a nice chunk of
‘lucre as a bonus.

: Teddy Nicksick gave an out-
'standing exhibition with his bas-
‘ketball wizardly in the
.Gardens last season which led to
‘his contract with the pros. Win-

Boston |.

awards, Teddy piled up an amaz-
ing record while with the. Texas|
club. Major League basketball|
scouts, aware of his sensational;
record, and witnessing his bril-.
liant play in game after game,
hugged Nicksick like a leach all
season long, awaiting his gradua-
tion. .

In the Boston Gardens, Nick-
sick reached his peak in collegiate
basketball play with a thrilling
performance that made the pro’
scouts swarm for his services. But,-
he had given his word to the Bos-,
ton Scout that if he decided to.
play pro ball, he would play for
‘Boston. His signature last week,
backed up his given word. But,,
Boston matched their rivals’ of-}
fers, as evidence of their faith in,
Nicksick.’

Teddy Nicksick, another
product who is making good

loeal
in

the athletic world.

e v -

‘ner of several outstanding player

- — e —

Teddy Nicksick Signs Pro Cage Contract
Burgettstown Enterprise-May 27, 1948 Edition




This picture was takell at the) old
Fairgrounds. where the tligh school
teams of the 20's played their games

inside the track. Sitting, left to right.
John  McCormick. Joe Spigarry.
John Clark. Bob Dennis. Al Martin.
Kneeling, unidentified, Cut Whalen.
Bob Hamilton. Charles Hamilton.
Sam McClurg. Bush Whalen. Stan-
ding. Deo Malone. Rev Thorne.
unidentified. Harold Malone. Jim
Webster

UNS Baseball-1920's
Burgettstown Enterprise-Centennial Edition, May 20,

1981






UNION BASEBALL TEAM
1S SECTIONAL WINNER

Union high school, after a lapse of
approximately 12 years, returned to
baseball in 1934, as a part of the
athletic program. In the spring of
'34, Union won the sectional title, de-
feated Waynesburg in the semi-finals
at Washington, and was defeated 2-1
by Edgewood in the finals at Forbes
field.

Last year the team won first place
inghe section, but was defeated by
Odfibnsburg in  the semi-finals at
'Washington. Canonsburg was the lea-
gue champion, winning their final
{game 1-0 at Forbes field.

The Union boys again have won
first place in this section, winning
their eight league games without a
loss. John Lukon leads the batting,
having an average of 384. Dennis!
Caleffie also has a percentage of 384,/
but has not played in~all games.‘t

!

‘George Donnick, “the lead-off man” is
lsecond, having an average of 357,!
Vukas is third with 344, and those|
above 300 are as follows: Ed Kopacz-;
1350, Ed Lukon—333, and Steve Gam-
betta—316. The semi-finals and ﬁnalsi
among the'six sectional winners will;
he played during the next two weeks,{
after all the sectional winners have|
been determined. It is hoped that;
Union will be fortunate enough to be-|
come league clhampions.

Union Baseball Team is Sectional Winner
Burgettstown Enterprise-May 21, 1936 Edition
















\Was'thl 10!03 i

The Union /High Blue Devxl“
1 baseballers, playing their final,
4 tilt of the season, handed Wash-!
{ington a 10-3 lacmg on Hlllman
i Field, last Wednesday. '

Burgettstown leaped out of the’
starting gate right now, hoppmﬂr
on Washington’s Back for - flve»
runs in the first stanza and three.
in the'second, for a very comfort--
able lead and kept a lot of day—'
light between them and their vis=:
itors, all the way." Then, just for
1nsu.rance, the Don Hall mene
pushed across a couple of more*
| tallies in the sixth. The visitors;
plated their markers in the fourth
and seventh frames.

Leading the nine hit’ onslaught
for Union was, first sacker; Koso-i
vec, with a blazing 3 for 4 to drive:
in four tallies. Stankovich put.to-;.
gether a double and single in four’
trips that plated two -runs. Lm—\.
kesh fanned six, walked seven;
and allowed flve hits in reglster-x
1ing the win.

4 LINEUP
UNmN
Cunningham, 1f
Fulmer, 2b
Taverne, cf
Stankovich, ¢
Ulrich, 3b

4| Robertson, 3b
Maropis, rf
Tustin, rf
Kosovec, 3b
Linkesh, p

Total 28 10 9 21 11;

Union errors-Taverne, Stanko-|
vich., Stolen bases-Fulmer 3, Ul-:
rich, RBI-Kosovec 4, Stankovxchi
2 Lmkesh 2, Strongosky, Marop1s
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UHS Baseball Trounces Wash Hi; 10 to 3
Burgettstown Enterprise-May 20, 1948 Edition
















Undefeatet

The unbeaten Slovenian Home .
ten pin club increased its Wash-
ington County International Divi-:
sion lead to ten full games by
whipping the Alpines in a sweep!
and extended its 1950 victory skein :
to 21 straight. Undefeated Jeffer-
son Coal steam-cleaned the Rac-
coon Cooners te continue its undis-
puted first place position in the
Burgettstown. Community League.
The Nap Motors took two games
from Jessop Steel to remain in sec-
ond place ini the County’s Ameri-
can Division with a 16 and ¢ rec-
ord.

Community ' Standings: Jefferson

d“SI‘,’venlani’Home‘“‘Ru Streak T
2 Straight. Jefferson Coal Leads- locals

15-0; Vets, 11-1 Harmon _reek, 9-

ers, Matt Kuzior* posted the week’s ./
high of 224 Moose Caleffle 184 and
Micky Gobleck 178.

B.I.C. grabbed two out of three
from the Standards with Legs
Chastulik pacing the way with a.
188. Peggy Williams 182 and Pete-
Krahel 180. .Pete. Valduga 193,
Patsy Spataro 192 and George Ath—
erton 191 sparked the Standards.

Thelocal lanes set up Thanks-
giving Day awards for its top ten

pin kegglers. For the men’s single

game high, a full dressed turkey is
the trophy.. For,the women, a full
dressed chicken to the winner.

6; B.I.C.,, Cavaliers and Gooich!
Barbers are knotted at 6-6 apiece;.

-cis Mine, 5- 10 Slovan VFD, 2- 10’
and- Leglon 1- '14

Community Schedule: Monday,
Nov. 13, Francis, Mine vs Caval-;
iers and Harmon Creek vs B. L. C.}
at 7 p.m. Legion _vs Slovan / VFD;
at 9 p.m. -On Tuesday, Nov. 14,
Jefferson vs Gootch and Standard
Vs Vets at 7 p.m.

_Top scores in Slovenian - Home
win over the Alpines: Gracié Dvor-
sak 190, Deb Clair . 189, - Charlie]
| Trinoni 188, Hank Beharry 186,
Sell Azzerello 179, Pete 'Krahel
1173. Anchorman Trinoni came thru
to pull out the first.two.games for

the locals when he struck out in
‘Ithe final frames. The third was
won -coasting.

Community Results: Harmon
Creek whitewashed the Legion
with a 180 by Deb Clair, 179 by
George Chastulik and 175 by Jae;
Brizzole leading the way. For the:
losers, Don Bable 190, Tommy Lee;
175 and Ralph Bable 172. |

The Slovan VFD’s finally hit thek
win trail by socking Francis Mlne
with two defeats. Joe Bobyak 190,
Carl Filipponi 180 and Duffy Bar-—r
to 179 racked u the highest’ score
| for .Slovan. Tops for the Miners:
| Tuck Couch 189, Frank Klein 185!
and Carl Clair 173.

) The second place Vets smashed

the Cavaliets in three straight to\
continue their 'torrid pace at 11r
wins and one loss. Spredie ROdI‘l-
guez hit a 210,7 Jimmy Petruccil
matched it with a 210 of his own,|
and Tillie Nap 191. Spider Shuble:
led the losing cause when he rack-!
ed up the high of 223. Red Riddle|
182 and Pin Gonzales 180 followed.!

The league leading Jeffersons'
crumbléed the Raccoon Cooners to{
extend their unbeaten .1950 slate|
:to 15 in a row. Charlie Trinoni led
é\mth a 197,.Angel Gonzales 190 and]
LHarry McBride 185. For the Coon-{

Standard, 8-7; Raccoon 6-9;.Fran- |

Undefeated Slovenian Home Runs Streak to 21 Straight. Jefferson Coal Leads Local
Burgettstown Enterprise-November 9, 1950 Edition




Union Basehall Team
Loaded With Veterans

Pat McGraw will begin his sec-
ond term as head baseball ‘men-
tor at Union high school with
many of the same faces returning
from the 1957 nine, good enough
to win Section Four honors.

Pitcher John Riddile and out-
fielder Ken Kavensky are back
for the fourth year, and it is
around these two that McGraw
will build his 1958 team. McGraw
will have catchers Chum Robert
and Denny Delprato, pitchers
Floyd Marshall and Sammy Sam-
loff, infielders John Colpo, Bill
Ozimek, Jim Matalik and Bud
Barkley and outficlders Morris
Harvey and John Ozimek avail-
able again.

The Blue Devils will play a 12-
game schedule this year, with 6 be-
ing exhibition games.

In Section Four this year will
be Union, Avella, West Allegheny
and South Side Beaver. West Al
legheny is tabbed as the “team to
beat” for section laurels upon the
strength of returning veterans.

Riddile, lanky fireballer was
terrific last summer, and is being
counted upon for big things again
this year. Samloff and Marshall
showed good potential in the
Langeloth Intermediate League
last year, 'and along with Riddile,
will form an imposing mound ar-
ray for the Devils.

Robert and Delprato. are scund
catchers. Leading contenders for
infield positions have to be four
veterans, Ozimek, Barkley, Mat-
alik and Colps. Samloff could be
an infielder when he isn’t pitch-
ing. However, there are many iry-
ing for varsity infield positions
and no omne ‘yet has anything
cinched.

Kavensky, the power hitter,
heads a trio of vets in the outfield,
the other two are John Ozimek
and Harvey. Capable reserves
could include Paul Scopel, Bob
Pompe and Bob Dellapna.

Union Baseball Team Loaded with Veterans
Burgettstown Enterprise-April 3, 1958 Edition






| UNION WINS 1ST GA:ME

Old Man JU1~PIW\'i~ laid off from,
his seasonal drenching on Tuesday
afternoon long enough to lJermit Un-
ion Ea eballers to bat out a 9-0 defeat
to their ancient Jivals, Washington
1high. Monday's I'ame marked the be-
| ginning of a belated Sec.tion 5 sched-
ule and Union's am.e was marked by
ttimelY hiUing and eff'ective pitching,
| Washington A.B. R. H
"Sage, SS
Reese, 3b
Johnson, ct
| Kulaga, c-p
Babiaraz, If
Booth, 2b
Fetherlin, 1b
«Steratore, rf
1Pakula, p
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| Totals
| Burgettstown A.
Havelka, ss
Danek, 2b
Mellovich, 1b
j Yanni, cf
Vernillo, If
Yolton, rt
Zdbes, c¢
George, 3b

Rumbaugh, It -..:--------

S5 w wNAMDAMDN DT
pu)

© O CoocoNPFr Ww o
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Totals _~ : 11

Wa?hingt.on 000 000 0-0
Burgett~town . ~_330 102 *-9
Two-base hits - .Johnson, Danek,
Yanni, Vernillo.  Three-base hit-
Danek; Base on halls-DffPakula 2e.
Rumbaugh 1. Left on base-Washing-
ton 1, Burgettstown 4. Struck' o'ut-
by Pakula 3, Kaluga' 3, Rumbaugh 'g.
Umpires-Myers  and Ziuleba.

Union Wins 1st Game
Burgettstown Enterprise-April 25, 1940 Edition












Johnny “Tech” Vernillo

“Tech” Vernillo, another Bur-
gettstown gift to Organized Base-
ball, has just completed a brilliant
season with the Philadelphia Ath-
letics’ farm team of Savannah,
i Georgia of the Class A Sally
league, and is home visiting his
parents until next month when
he will depart for Florida.

Competing in the strongest

Class A loop of Organized ball,

! Johnny Vernillo performed sensa-

i tionally .all season long, and has
‘been pegged for a friple A club
beginning next year. With his play ,
sparking the Savannah team dur- |
ing the past campaign, “Tech”
became the sportswriters’ dream, !
supplying hot copy all season long.
!Crowned as one of the brightest
‘prospects in the Sally loop last
year, Vernillo has been labled as
}a Major Leaguer who should
‘break’ in very soon. Tech com-
pleted the past season by lead-
fing his club in every department
but the stolen base section. He
pilfered 18 to place second. He
copped the hitting honors with a !
1 healthy 315; 18 doubles, 6 triples,
and 6 homers. He drove in 68 tal-
lies and scored 83. Also paced the
total hits with 152.

Tech Vernillo is 26 years old,
land is in his fourth term as a
Minor Leaguer. In the off season,
J Tech holds down the head mixo-
ligist’s berth in the Copa Caban- .
na, Tampa’s leading night club,
{and plays center field for the
Tampa ball club in the Florida *
Winter League.

While playing with Savannah
last season, Vernillo’s every day
{performance was. carried in a ‘box’ l
by a Tampa paper. And, to con-
tinue to prove his popularity, his !
employers, the Copa Cabanna,
] carried a placard in their window
informing the fans of their adopt~
ed sons' accomplishments. He cer-
tainly has a brilliant future ahead
of him.

Johnny “Tech” Vernillo
Burgettstown Enterprise- September 23, 1948 Edition
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