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THZ 200TH ANNIVERSARY OF TdZ CITY OF WEIRTON, WiST VIRGINIA 1771 TO 1971

Berinning of the city of Weirton taken from the distory of H{ancock County
Virginia and West Virginia written by Jack Welch.

The story of Weirton begins in 1771 when Harmon Greathouse built the f@rst
cabin in the area, thit was to become Hollidays Cove, and later Yeirton. ;lttle
is known of this early settler, but his first name has remained with the city
in the name of Harmon's Creek, which is the southern boundry of the city.

The land office records at Richmond, Virginia shows that a land patent was
granted to Harmon Greathouse on March 8, 1785 for 800 acres of land in the county
of Yohogania, Virginia, along {armon's Creek. This 800 acres of land covared.a
substantial portion of the territory formerly known as Hollidays Cove, beginning
near Tajylor Aive. south including the area along the Cove Road and part of Marlend
Heights, ,

Harmon Greathouse's children were Harmon Jr., Isaac, Jonathan, and William.
Probatly the First Patent for land in weirton was made on March 27, 1780 to
Kiexardsr Wells, 4ssignee of Sarsh Gibbs, Legal Representative of Thomas Gibbs,
fur 200 acres of land in the county of Agusta, Virginia. Not very far from
Hormen's Creel, Nick named Miard Bergain Creek". On May 6, 1793 the tract of land
was conveyed by Alexander Wells to william Griffith and Anna Griffith his wife.
Anna Griflith was the Daughter of Alexander Wells. This tract of land is identified
today as tist exbensing approximately from Taylor ive. to the overhead bridge,
including the Jeir High 3School Stadium, Sheet Mill, Strip Steel, and a very great
amount of land in the Weir &4ve. Arca. .

The 0ld family home stead built in 1793, built out of stone, and cemetéry of
the Griffith descendfnts, was located near the site of the present Weir digh
Stadium. The United States Government, then only four years old, allowed Griffith
to keep a supply of goverrmert ammunilion on hand for the settlers in their warfare-
against the indians. In 1932 the building was dismantled to build the Weir High
Stadium,

The largest land grant in the Weirton area was made to Benjamin Johnson Jrs
on Marech 7; 1785 for one cr two tracts of land. Tke one tract of land of 1700
acres in the county of Yohogania, Virginia-cn the Ohio River and the waters thereof,
In 1785 Hancock County was known as Yohogania County, Virginia. The land was
granted by Patrick Henry, Esquire: Governcr of the Commonwsalth of Virginia.

No price was given in the patent or grant of land. This large tract of land is
identified today as that covering the entire area which the Steel works, Coke Plant,
Tin Mill, is built on including Brown's Island; to Kings Creek and east to what is
now Mankowski line and Dave Campbell's or known now as Es Simon line. This Point
that lies east of the Truax farm has five farm corners on it. That line is
straight from that point to the point on Ave., J, about two or three hundred yards
above the Weirton city building. A4s I have no records about the farms that lie
along this line, only the fzimers that lived there arocund 1900. The farms along
the south side of this line were Smith Miller, John (Doc) Owings, Hartin Hindman,
and George Owings. On the north side Truax, John Williamson, and William Bell.

A very large tract of land, the very same day that he received this tract he
received another tract of 294 acres granted by Patrick ienry, Governor of Virginia.
I have an old deed here that was made on the third day of april 1850 between
William Morehead, and Eligzabeth Horehead his wife, parties of the first part and
RHobert Csmpbell, party of the second part. This deed being that old is still in
good shape. It states that Robert Campbell bought the farm from William Horehsad,
being part of the tract of land that was granted to Benjamin Johnson Jr, Strange
as that seems, 1700 acres down touwn, by the river and 294 acres which covers the
Truax and Frankovitch farms, but that straight line for two miles more or less may
be the answer to that,

Many of these articles taken from History of Hancock Co. written by Jack welch used
: by permission.
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509 acres of the Orla-ndl rant of 1700 acres were conveyec to Robert Crawford,
and the rest could of reached to the eastern point of that line, if not then the
tract for 1700 and 294 acres were separate tracts. 41l of the records show they
were granted the same day,: March 7, 1785, The tract for 29U acres covered all the
area from this straight line, north to the north fork of Kings ‘Creek. MNr. Mahan
beught 127 acres:about 1790; about the same time that Peter Tarr built his iron
furnace, The coal . “hat he used for his furnace wes taken out of that part of the
farim, The mine opening across the creek from the Union Chapel, beside Costadi's
store across the creek at the end of Twelfth Street, hauled.to the furnace' by ox
carts, The iron ore takén from the hill across the creek, from where the furnake
stoou._ What a great blessing to the settlers in this area, for Mr. Tarr, to have
th at furnace makihg cast iron pots and.kettles. ‘No stores at that-time to buy .

thb A large kettle on 'the farm when I was a boy used at butcher’ng fime, it
cou*d of been,mace bj.lptc“ Tarr, I am not sure.

On March 5, 1794 (800) acres of the original 1700 acre tract was conveyed to
Richard Browmn, including Brown s. Island, which received it's name from-it's new
owner, Brown's home and farm were located on the island., In Hay.1828 (L52) acres
of the 800%acre tract of land was conveyed to Richard Hooker, the ald Hooker farm,
-locatec ﬂﬂO“Nd uhe 01d filtration plant, tin mill, and coke planbe. . - :

Bety i3 and 1853 (509 acres of the orig 1nal grant of 1700 acres were

t Crowford, thm old Crawford homestead, uhat stood.across Penna.
IS Park of a1rton' dismantled 1966 for a Darhlng lot.

On Jarc 3 IRV, t one day affcr Benjamin Johnson Jr. received his tracts
of land, a’ pat” or.lind gramt was mede to James Campbell, for LOO acres of land
in the counxy of Xohvounid, Viyginia, The patent was gr ranted by Patrick Henry;
Esquire Gevernor, oft Virginia, This tract of land covers that portlcn‘nprth east
of Holl;apy“ Jove ares, Gight generatlons of.the destendﬁhts of Jaﬂesuﬂampbell,
have resided on all.or part of this laad,

On December; 2;. 1795 Governcr Robert Brooke of Virginia granted. 7Lu acres of
land to Samuel Ralston, issignee of Joseph Ralston, the said land being on Kings
Creek, Ohio Ccunty, Virginia, At that time; the Pleasant Valley Country Club-is
now 51tuated on a part of this land. Aalso on December 2, 1795 Governor. Brooke of
Virginia granted a.patent for LOO acres of land on Kings_ Creek, Ohio County, Va.,
Now dancock County To Josepn Ralston Jr. Assignee’of Joseph Ralutoa. The patent
noted that Joseph Ralston Jr. had a setblement on this land. In the.year 1775,
if this statement is true, Ralston was &dmong the first settlers in Hancock Countys
Joseph Ralston.died-in March 1843 and in his- w4 1Y dated Febs 26; 18L2 he bequested
his saw mill to ‘his son:James Ralston. This will is the first documentry proof of.
any business, conducted in what is now Welrton..

Other original grants were made +to Moses Holliday, Thomas mdglngton, John
Alexander, James Crawford, Alexander Eadiey . Gabriel Greathouse, John: Hayes, William .
Wallace, and G. C. Dellenbach %olllday s Cove was named after John Tol¢1day, who )
came into the valley in"1776 and built a block house and trading post. :John
Holliday 'is buried ins wWelrton, Above the Cove Road Vand a stone marker Jo H
carved ird it was -placed over his grave. , - : o

Most famous-of all settlers, wis James Campbell ‘because. he was.. smlrltual .
minded, and built the first log- church<1n this areés on uhe south western part of
his tract of land,:built in: 1790 aﬁ the end of where south 16th Street is now. A
marker along Pennac Avei tells us that Jl;sa HMeCurdy was ﬁhe Llrst~pa5uor, that
log church being the mother church of zbe Cowe and Paris fresbyterﬂan churches.
Built about the Sgie time that Peter 1arrs iron Lurnace was built. The original
three springs cemetery, was be31de that: 105 church, ana ‘a great many of the settlers
are buried there. s
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In the early 1800 the Three Springs Cemetery was moved to it's present site,
but the Tarr family was not moved. Mamy times as e boy or as a young man I would
go hunting in the area where the old cemetery was, and read the names and dates
on the tombstones of the Tarr family, surrounded by a rail fence.

Settler James Campbell and his wife had seven children, five sons and two
daughters; James Jr,, Alexander, Robert, one son drowned in the Ohio River and one
" 'moved to Tennessee, one daughter Maragret married Ephriam Langfit, who lived where
Hookstown is now and another daughter Ann Capes.

James Jr.,Son{Wolly'WJim, was the father of ten children, four sons, Archibald,
John, Thomas, and Bartley, and six daughters, Eliza, Harriet, Sarah, Maude, Hattie,
and Nancy. My uncle George Truax married Eliza Campbell, at Hollidays Cove in
1871, Theirchildren were Jane: Born May 31, 1873, James FcDonald (Don): Born Aug.
31, 187& Sarah E.: Born Feb., 7, 1876, Jessie: Born April L, 1878, My Uncle Georges
wife's sister Nancy married Daniel McCloud and lived to be 100 years old, born 1855,
and died 1955, I have the obituary here of that,

Robert Campbell a son of Alexander Campbell, Marrled Purdy, their children,
John P., Jennie, Cyrus, Elisabeth, William, James, Robert A., Julia, Susan,
Margret, Alice, Amanda, Earnest, George, and Hiram.

George Campbell married AllCe immuond their children were, Charles, Elmer,
 Walter, and Jessie, . .

Hiram Campbell married Katherine imnmond, thelr children were, lyron, Jenestte,
Guy, Bernice, Alice, George, and Frank, :

David Campbell a brother of Robertj; his children were, Clara, Samantha, and
' Elizabeth, David and Uaniel Campbell were twin brothers born 1811, David died
1890, his three daughters married, one to denry Shiply her name was Clara, and
* Samantha Married Smith Hiller, and Elizabeth Married John (Doc) Owings. To his

'~ "daughter Clara he gave the eastern part of his farm, that takes in all the area

of Bell View Addition and S5t, Paul Cemetery, and North of Penn. Ave., about the
same amount of land on each side of the highway. His daughter Elicsbeth that
married John (Doc) Owings received the western part, all that area from South 2lth
Street to South 16th Street to North 20th Street to the Martin Hindman Line. The
daughter that married Smith Miller stayed on the home place until after the death
of her father, the old Dave Campbell homestead, better known in recent years as the
Elias Simon Farm. That home stead was built about 1850 at the corner of 2lth St

"~ and Penna, Ave. The barn and stable, corn crib, and wagon shed stood where the

~ Honda Shop and -Kellers Tire Store is now, as a teen age boy I passed there many
 times with.a horse and wagon going to Hollidays Cove to buy groceries at Lockharts
* Store or feed at dindman's Mill, Greembrier Road is the original road, known then
as Campbell Hill Road.

Hiram Patton bought the Henry Shipley Farm around 1890 and lived there until
1917, then he sold it to George Sadd, about the same time that Elias Simon bought
the Smith Miller Farm., Smith Miller was a very active and a machinery minded man,
having about the first saw mill, and thresher, and steam engine in this locality,
Purchased in the late seventies or early 1880ies. He threshed for my father many
times. He built a home along the Cove Road and moved there about 1890 or 1895,

- ‘Back of where the Phillips 66 gas station is now. Many times I saw the engine in

- front of his home there, and the thresher in the old barn at the farm,

- Gideon Keeder rented the Smith Miller Farm about 1904 until 1911 then lr.
-Keeder bullt a home at the foot of Greenbrier Road. while Mr, Keeder lived there
at the farm I saw Smith Miller quite a few times., He was a very active man,
working around the farm there over 70 years old at that time. Born 1838, died
1926, 88 years old when he died,

(Dear Reader could I take time out here to tell you what I am looking at on
television, Alan B. Shepard, Edgar D. Mitchell walking on the moon. would'nt a
great many of those old timers liked to of seen those great events that we see on
television?) February 12, 1971.)
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dollidays Cove grew very slowly during the early nineteenth century. All of
those settlers building log cabins and log barns. Heny dangers confronted them,
indians massacred a great many of the early settlers. A4 great many of the early
settlers were soldiers of Washington's irmy. When he dischared his army after the
Revolutionary War, the government gave to the soldiers a large tract of land, in
western Pa., Virginia, and Chio. The govermment approperated $30,000 to finish
the National Road from Cumberland, Md. %o Whesling, Virginia, called the National
Pike, Work began in 1811 and Llﬂ_ShQC 1818, ~With the new state of Ohio admitted:
to the union ‘80) and the new road to Wheeling a great amount of settlers came
to this locality. Not very much protection from all kinds of danger with the old
mizzle loading guns they used at that time, They had to make every shot count. '
No doubt they had a good amount of food with all kings of game animals around here.
They cleaved a great amount of land to raise crops of grain and vegetables on. In
that primitive way of living with no convenience's of any kind, we could never
under stand the hardships they had to put up with. Can we chture the old spinning
wheels that they used to make cloth with? 4nd what wash day would be like. The
great fire places that they had to cook on, no cooking stoves at that time. with:
more severe winters then we have now the only heat was from the open fire place,
with plenty of wood for fuel no doubt they made the best of it.
Some how the axe played a very important part at that time, Not only to chop
wood but to split rails for fences, and to hew out furniture from trees, and to
cut out frames for barns, and buildings all had to be done with the axe, A very
large blade axe called the broad axe was used to hew large fimbers for framing barns
and buildings, Wooden pins were used to hold the timbers together. HMortice joints
all made by hand by hand tools, large augers and chisel's they had to use. That
sure was hard work., We will have to say that they had men in those days that
was'nt afraid of hard werk., Another tool that they used to split shingles with
was called a frpw, a large blade with a handle in tor to hold it by and hit it
with a large hammer. It took one man a long time to build a home with those kind
of tools. With the opening up of new roads a great many of the ssttlers became
blacksmiths., Many blacksmith Shons as1d wagon repair shops sprang up making work
for many of the ssttlers. Which was really needed in those -days. The blacksmith
was a very important man making almost g1l of the farming implements and wagon's
even the nails were made by him. Azy one remember the old cut nails, that was made
by hand? I saw many of those kind of nails the first onzs that was made by a
machine was of the same types Marny times while hunting in the woods I would come
upon an 0ld zbandoned o0il well derrick, and marvelled at how the rigs were put
together with heavy timbers and lumber nailed together with old square cut nails.
They had real carpenters in those days who wasn't afraid of hard work. During the
nineteenth century a great many covered bridges were built., They were made of
heavy timbers also covered over to protect the flooring. DNot very many of them
left, one on Devil Den Road and one on Paris hlngs Lake Road, a few found in
Western Penn. I remembered the one that was at welveth.Street and Kings Creek
Roady but the flood of 1512 took it away. - ,
When Benjemin Johnson wes building a home on his tract of land of 29l acres,
a great many of the other settlers were building and clearing their land. The .old
log house that Johnson built in 1785 is still standing, it‘has been in the:Truax -
family for 100 years,
: An exciting story about Thomas Campbell and how hlS baby and nﬁmself were
murdered, or massacred by the indians. 4s the number 6f settlers. increased in the
Ohlo Vailey the incdians realized that something had to be done.  To halt the spread
of the white man into their hunting g“ouqu; Hurder was the answer. rT‘Wcu"h out
Hancock County the indian werricrs silently spied out the habits of the farmers,
Not very many indians had settlemsnts here, thcy had settlements in Eastern Ohilo,
and used Western Pa, and the Pan handle of Virginia for huniing grounds.
In the spring of 1782 Thomas Campell, whose farm was where the Broadview

L
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school is now, decided to make some maple syrup for his family, he tappe? a great
n of maple trees around his cabin, the cabin stood near where the Pleasant

Goif Course is now. He worked until evening collecting the sap from the

£o the last trip to the house, his wife saw that he was tired

and volunteered to bring the last bucket of sap from the forrest.
1 overlooking their cabin and found the sap, when she started

e nill 2 saw a paity of indians avproaching the cabin, shouting

of the warriors saw Mrs. Campbell and fired at her., In an attempt

for her family Mrs, Campbell ren to the home of James Gardner. When

3!

h

L4

the neighboriocd arrived at the Campbell home they found Thomas Campbell
ath on the door step and the baby lying dead beside the cabin wall, where
becn hurled by the indians,

Ancther great exciting story about William Langfitt, around 1785 when William
Langfitt whose farm was near Hookshown, Pa. cleared some land and planted a field
of corn there. Since there was considerable danger of indians attacks at this
time he moved his family to the home of his father-in-law on Kings Creek. Langfitt
remained at the site of his new home near Hookstown during the summer. When
autumn arrived Langfitt harvested his corn and hid it in his cabin hefore returning
to Kings Creek for the winter. In the spring he returned to his cabin with James
Garren, The corn was found as he had left it and he and Garren loaded it unto
the backs of their two horses. On their return trip Langfitt and Garren rode
single file at some distance apart. OSuddently a party of indians stood upon both
sidcs of the trail and fired at the white men. Langfitt received three wounds in
the lower part of Lis lung, the bullets passed completely through his bedy and
lodgen i Although his left arm was shattered by the indians
.0 hang to the mane of his horse as he galloped forward,

Li75

Toankfort Springs, Pa. still cliinging to his

=

. and lived to be 96 years of age. Mis friend

sck
the ones above happznd to many of the white
rznting parties of indians around here,
~? zain or adventure, all had to Tace the
nt acruss the Ohio Territory from the
with devastating fury. They looted and

paths.
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WIS NEYT K

threat

Great Le

the frontier, clear land, plant corn, and other crops, erect log houses adjacent
to a common log fort, and then return in the fall to their families. In the spring
the whole family would be transported to their new home on the frontier., Once
the family was settled in their new homes the danger increased for all the indians
discovered the permanent homes. During the summer months, which was the most
comnon season for indian attacks, the settlers retreated every night to the shelter
of the community fort, where a watch was kept to insure their safety against
surprise attacks. The winter months were the safest time of the year, but when
warm weather came the danger of indian attacks increased.

A great story about a sebtler named Greathouse and Muchmore and Phillip
Jackson. dow the Pie brothers, their names were John, indrew, and Adam Poe,
John Cherry, william Castleman, William Ranken, and James Whitacre raced through
the forest to Tomlinson's Run on that rainy day to rescue Jackson from the indians.
A party of Wyrandot Indians capbured him on his farm about nine miles from Fort
Cherry in Washington Co., Pa. Chief Big Foot and his two brothers, sons of the
Wyandot Cheiftian and four other Wyandot Braves arrived at the area where
Tomlinson's Run empties into the Ohlo River. There they found Jackson sitting

Some of these articles taken from History of Hancock Co. written by Jack Welch

used by permission.
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Cherry and- Adam took care?ﬁl aim and shot the
When these. two indians fell dead Jackscn lead

among five of the 1na1ans.
‘HQJJWans c105°°t to Jackson,.
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~to his Teet and ran twward his rescuers, but hot. before another of the i
had sunk a tomahawk deep into his back. Firing'was exchanged rapidly ano WO TIOTE
-6f the indians fell along with John herrf.“ ihe. last indian iIn the group eoaaped

facross the river; .
George Tos,” ddam S son has a great suory on
A11 of these stories and records taken from the
.-by Jack Welch (1763), My old school book (Hi sto oy
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by Virgil A. Lewis. Stabe Historian and Arehivist: This
I went to scheol in 1913 and 191k, I would like to quote -scite werds

"\"0n a bright morning .in 1770 Colone1 Ebenegzer Zane stoud on the Yanis
= River jubt'aosve the riouth of Whee*an Creek. He was the foundsr of

& -

w of & Fitar:

-erecting a cabin he remained a year, then went east to induce some frel
with him to his home on the Ohio River.s He was successful, his two brog
and Silas came and spent the summer of 1772, And in the early part of

¢sebtlers came, thus was made the permanent settlement of a future city,

» was laid out in city squares by Zbenezer Zane in 1793 and December 26, 1795 it
was made a town by ltegislabive enactment. : '
The defeat of General St. Clair in 1790. .General Josizh Harﬂrr, with an army
of 1450 men rga nized at Fort Washington, or known now as Cipcinnati; Oido, marched

to what lS now Fort wWayne, Indiana and when they were about 20 miies from the?“
were attacked by a large body of “indians who fought with such
Harmar's army was thrown into utter cornfusion and retreated to
Leaving the dead unburied on-the field. The only effect of .
campaign was to intensify the hostlities of the savages and they

- wuved a fle”ce and relentless warefare upon the frontier of Virginia and that of

Kerntucky,. To stzy the tide of bloodshead President George Wachington appcinted
Auther St, Clair to command the army of the North West, General St, Clair proceeded

- to Fort Vashington, whance;the i1l fated expedition of General Harmalr had marched,

and there an army of 23 hundred men was speedly collected. On September 27, 2791

it was put in motion and filed away into the wilderness, On Novembzr 3 the ammy

encamped in what is now Mercer Co., Ohio, within two miles of thejpgesehu Indizana
T

state line; here it was attacked and no battle on the North West wés ever atienzed
with such a loss’of human life. St. Clair's army became a band’ of fugitives, most
of whom finally reached Foru Washington. .

General william brake, 'a very distinguished military mau.-who @'hcme was in

Berkely €o., Virginia. He also left Fort Washington with a very 16?89 army. His
reginent conposed of mostly West Virginians and of those who los ﬁhé'r.lives cn
.- that fatal fielid, eighty was. from Berkley Co. alone. Long years ghory

afﬁér the

. "was rehearssd in the mountain homes of West Vlrglnla "How We Losn Nlnc dundred
Men On The Barks of the St. Mary", ‘ P

. (Waynes Victory the savage power broken)
Now for one hqurnd years, a merc1loss warfare had been waged agalﬂst the frontier
: settlemernts, but the time had come when the savage nower was to be broken. General
- (Aad An+ﬁonj) wdyne, was placed in comsand of an army of more then three thousand
men, which was collected at Fort washington for the purnose of anvad¢ng the.indian
ccountry, On the 2nd’ of August 1795 the army was at Fallen Tlmoers.'on the Maumee,
now in Lucas Co,, Ohio. Here was concemtrated the fighting forces, of the 1na+ano
‘and here was waged thé lastnbapt;e\;or race supremacy in the ncrth west. ‘eynes
7ictory was complete, and the (Treaty of Creemville) which tollewed foraver put
an Eud to savage warfare on. tke south side of +tHe Ohio and West vag g
were for the first time safe in their cabin homes,
homes and live on their farms instead of near a fort for pro+ectlono

huo;m%
tlme 1795 was whenh James Campbell built the original Three Springs Log Church, and
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Peter Tarr was operating his newly constructed iron furnace slong Kings Creek.

Between 1800 and 1850 the pioneer farmers were living a great deal better then
they were before 1800, Some of the farmers that lived along the creeks built
water powered grist mills, which was a great blessing to every one. One mill
 built about one half mile from the XKings creek bridge, called the Taylors Mill,
along route 2., Another one called Mathans Mill located across 12th Street from
" Union Chapel, about where you turn in at willow St. Another one at Pleasant
Valley Golf Course, across the road from the Pleasant Valley Hethodist Church,
called the Redd Mill, John Redd operated that mill for a great number of years,
I-knew his son very well when he was a farmer, William Redd who-had a farm at
the end of Kusic St. was a very good farmer, I remember the time that my brother
Walter and-I went to see Mr. Redd on businesss lNr. Redd was cultivating his corn
field, I will never forget what he said to me when I told him that I did'nt want
to step him from working his corn, He told me quote "There was another day a
coming, if there was'nt he would not need any corn", HMany times I would think of
him when a similar incident like that would occur to me. I saw him many times
when he wrked in the black smith shop at the tin mill. His children's namés were
Homer, John, Violet, and Clerénce-Redd. John his father lived in the red brick
house there beside the mill, My grand father James Ralston lived acrcss the creek
where Howard inchee lives now. - My‘grand -father moved there about 1850, I believe
that he was some relation to Joseoh Ralston who I wrote about as being a settler
there about 50 years before, Him and his wife raised nine children, their names
were Nettie, Amanda, MaLgret, Stella, John, {Julia my mother),>Dallas, Viocla, and
Frank, a very wonderful famlly. James Ralstcn was a good christian man, a shoe
maker, a farmer, and a carpenter, He and all the neighbors built the Pleasant
Valley Methodist Church in-the year 1873, The same church still stands after 98
years. We all know how Rev. Mansberger worked hard to keep the church going,
(Rev. Mansberger died Oct. 11, 1969). My mother told me that they bought nearly
all of the flour and meal they used -from Mr, Redd. I saw the mill, it was still
standing in 1908 when I- ‘went with my mother to visit her father and mother;
dismantled about l9lO.v With all of the new homes built there now you would not
know if there was ever a water powered mill there,

There was another grist mill along the Colliers Road, It stood across the
railroad tracks just after you passed through the under grade, it was called
Greenbury Hindman hill. I remember that one the best, because my brother and I
would go there to buy feed for my father's animals., Greenbury Hindman was born
1847, died 1925; we wonder what those pecple would have done if they had not of
had those grist mills,

In the year 1868 Hollidays Cove had 250 inhabitants, two wagon maker's shops,
two shoe shops, one drug store, and three churches; in a community of fifty homes.
The area was primarly a farming comsunity becauSe the soil was rich and productive,
various grains and vegetable crops were harvested.in addition to stock raising.
Before the civil war a wo@llen mill was built and operated by James McNeal. The
mill was supplied with wool from the local farmers, and was employed in the service
of the union during the civil war. Woll was a very valuable nroduct at that time,
A great many of the farmers had large droves of sheep. Shearing of shsep was a
‘great art, many.of the farmers would have sheep shearing days and many nelgnbors
would heln each other out at that time,

We wonder some times about those horse and buggy days, now that we have so many
things, that they did'nt have, power washers; electric refrigeraticn, dryers, and
many other appliances, tractors to farm with and combines to harvest the grain,

No real hard labor any more, television to enjoy in the evening. How our great
grand mothers had to cook en a wood stove which made it so hot in the sumter in
the kitchen, and every thing she did was ‘hard work and-on top of that she had

to de zlmost all the canning, and making vreserves. Baking almost every other day,
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and all the house wrk, we wonder how thoy ever stood it, it is a wonder that they
did'nt have a physical break down excly in life, - i
Dear readers we should give grest honor to our grandmothers and grandfathers
and to all oo ancestors, we owe them all a great cGeal, if it was nod t
we wnudd not be here, I for one am very glad to be alive to live in this beautiful
world, to have tbhe good f riaﬁshbﬂo~ all ymldem";e:#ms,
Let us Shink zbovt tha oid | O?" cal 12t vas here ground 1960. There were
standing a5 ths end of where Hillcrest
St*ﬂet is row ana orne stood at the foobt of Cova r1;4, axd cne steod gb the end
¢ North Fifteen Siveet, one was buit west of Liherty School. ons akove the

~ Ty

Pleasant Valley CGolf Course, and my fathers house the one tha% 3en Johason Luilt
a1l
i

ck C‘l‘

e
in 1735, the only one 11 standing, I do not have all ;h@ nistory of all the
farm hoies, that the city is bulld on, but I do have all the nistcry of my father's

old home %&,ndﬂ Az I said before that it was an oid setters chin, I hdvﬁ all
the dee@s thab proves all the history of the farm. Benjamin Johnscn conveved 1
to Chs oorehesad Sept. 26, 1793, Then Charlaes Moorzhead,; davi sed tha same by

...... R AL T J

will ts WiLLi m Meorehaad, who conveved to Robert Caschell April 3, 1€ D. His

son <ol Campbell lived thera unbil 13C9 wen scld tne feri to Geerge dindman,

wio soLd it o my 0V~n§motbp* foril X, LB71, My father ths youngest son and my
uncle wWilliem were the oldest and ycungest sons of my g"wndmo+Her Jane AZair TruaX.
My geandmother eard about that farw for sale so sha loched it o7er and 42cided

to buy it, her husband William Truax died 186L, . He was a son of Willism Truax Sr.
and Mawriha Malott Truax, who was born in New Jersey 1773, who wibth his two sons
‘William my grandfather and Elias. Williem born 1803 and Elias hoyn 18%5 meved to

P-“' (‘

washingbon County, Pa. My grandfether William married

the Hanlin Stat a,
1L, 1837. Ten.children was born and raised by them, After her

Jane Adair Dec.
huoound had been dead for aimost seven years she bought thabt Jarm from Mr, I
A widow with ten children was it the best she could deo? It surs was w.oh {ive

aughters the best place was on a farm, William 4., Thomas J.,

George W., Mary Ann, Martha Jane, Themas James, Rebecca Elien, {Charies Sumner),

Margrbu Ehé—n, anc fsabel Alice Trusx, these:.are the names of my grandmotier’s
childr Tne Yocation of this farm is on what is now Seneca S, off of lorth
Coh treeua Would'nt it of been wonderful if all of thcose-who Tived there before

would of left some nobtes or writings on paper of the evernts and haooen¢ng: in

thet old house? Abcut six months after she bought bh9 far she
acre tract south of the'farm along what is now.North 20th Street

on it, She ‘bought it so her oldest son couldflive?tue;,j L2

into it and raised a large family theres, 12-children were born to Uncle William's

wife, two were born before they moved here. William married Lydia Bable 1868,

her home was in er near Bavington, Pa, Ten more-were born here, the cld house

they iivad in was across the street from where I live. Whils I am writing this

I can 1253 @y erves and see the site where my uncle's house stood. Their children's

nanes were lucy O'Wiel, Annie E., Frank, Fred, Lizzie J«, Ulvsses G., George Wa,

('3°S)5 Clarence L., Daisy Bell, Jcn. ie Cors, Nellie E., Thomas A., and laude
rua¥, They 1ivod-there uhtii 3 95 vhen they beought a farm along Kings Creek
nerth FRast of Paris, Pa, My cousin James McDorald. Trusx lived in the old house
for about five’ ygaws, Emma’ Truaﬁ was born theres .I remember the old hecuse, it was
still standing*wken I was about sir vears olds My older brother's dismantled it

and used the Wunnr4 at whe homé place. oa,zador 'TU7¢L40,'"/1 Paul ave, hzs a
new brick home ~r th: same site. My Tather met my mcther culia Mae BE=lstoun at
the Pleasar® Val 'oﬁﬁndiq* Church, After a wonderful courtiship they were
marrLed Feba, 2L, 13¢1 at Florence, Pa. by Rev. Kendig. They s=t up housc kseping
n what is now Herth ZOth otreeo, Mrs, Rossell has a nsw brick home on the same
eite now, Three children were born there, Ceorge W, bown Feb. 1L, 1832, Charias Jr.
“:{Ted) born Aug. 3%, 1883 and James D. Truax‘born Aug. 17, 1885. ¥y grandmother
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who was 1living in the old farm house alone, (because seven of her children had

died in about 12 years) wanted my father to build on tec the farm house, he built
three rooms on the west end. * After they moved down there in 1806 six more children
were born to them A101n Wm,. , born Sept. 26, 1887, Lillian V. born Nov, 138, 1389,
Bert Adair born March k4, 1892, Jess Logan born March ?, 18%i, Walter Scott born
June 15, 1897 and myself Loiifs Cecil Truax born June 25, 1902,

Grandmother dane Acair Truax died 1898 at 77 years of age, buried at Three
Springs Cemctery. My Great Grandfathsr, Grandfather, and almost all of my uncle's
and aunts are buried there, My father and brother's and Uncle William's family
buried at Paris Cemetery, Being the last one born of a family cf nins am I very
glad that my mother and fabher had nine children so I could be born in this
beautiful worid, OF all the children that was ever born in this world thore
coculd’nt of been any born to betier parvents then my father and mother, I suppose .
everyone thinks the came as I do aboub that. We owe a great deal of “usp«cJ to
our parents. Uy baby days were spent no doubt very good with all that farily,

A wonderful mother to take good care of me, so came the year 1905, Abocub the first

thiag that I can remember in the home was the old REdison cylinder phonog
dere is a list of some of the old records at that tinme, (Turkcy in the g\
Waver HMelon Smilin on De Vine, Bake Dat Chicken Pie, Clancys Wooden Wedding,
" Preacher and the Bear, Poor John, Red Wing, My Sweet Rainbow, Old New Hampehire
Home, Neliie Gray, OWJ Mill Stream, A great Many of Stephen Foster's Scags. A
"Great many of Cal Stewart, Pumpkin center songs, a great meny more that I have
forget. Some of the singers at that time, Henry Burr, Billy Murry, Billy Golden,
Arvhar Collins, aAlbert Campbell, and many more all very good singsrs, I think
they were the best because they were the first I heard and those were my baby hood
ddvsa

Many things insidé the home were the first thing that I wdnt to say is about
the good meals. The best meals that any one can have are prepared by a farmer's
wife, and I for one can say that the meals that my mother prepared were the very
bést. She baked about seven large loaves of wonderful bread every other day.
The way she cooked green beans was delicious, home fries was very good cverything
she cooked sure was pleasing to the taste., Home made jams and jellies, cvery onit
of food was plain, we all liked it that way the best. Poor woman she had to do
almost all the house work, washing clothes, canning fruit, making preserves, but
this is typical of every house wife or farm mothers, work all day with no pay
some times all night up with the sick. But I beleive that the mothers at that time
really enjoyed their family more then they do now. My father helped mother a
great deal in the kitchen after supper all of us sat around the open fire place
in cold weather, and the evenings were enjoyable. Dad always sitting at the right
gide of the fire place reading the farm paper, The Rural New Yorker or The Famm
Journal, and the older brother's talking about what havpened that day or making
plans for the morrow. Some one going down to the basement and bringing up not a
half peck, but a half bushel of apples, eating apvles, cracking nuts, pepping
corn, My?! O My' what a wonderful home life we had, none could be better. Brother
James playing on his violin and George playing his banjo, two very fine musician’s,
1 wsa that I would of had a tape recorder at that time and recorded those conver-
sations and that music, I could really enjoy them now as none of the older brothers
were married this same routine went on about the same every vear. A greal many
things that went on outside the home. My father was a great fruit grower, about
L2 different varieties of apples on about 20 acres of land, Aboat 12 different
variebies of peaches, many kinds of pears, grapes, berries of all kinds, with all
the general farming, raising of corn and grain and a great many hogs and chickens.
There was always s grcathamount of work to be donm, as there was seven broihers
older then me there wene plenty of help to do the work. I stayed close to my
father as a small boy watching the things that he did. How he grafted the fruit

o
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trees and snraylng and trlmmlng and nlcklng o{‘ fru:d', 3 running errans, do:mg what
my father teldme to do, I learned a great many things from my - father that, tayod
with e all my 1ife, Yy brotuer Geoige was the salésman, nauhmr atout LMme

trips a week durisng the °umme'* moiths G0 .Sjc-eu:‘oevv 1ie Yo gell fruib, e wag a

very goed. saleswan alweys gebiing »id of the “load of foulh, A spring wagon 'Lu..lléd

by e teair of large ponies, 'hen came the year 1709, being seven years of age it ::.
was time For me o 2c to schools . Sere time in fugush my mu‘*lm’ ard. I rede vo.
Steubenviile with George on the wsgen seab to T  school eluthes “for me, I

remerber the trip like 14t was Jesterday, a very.great btrip for a saven year ﬂ..d

boy, a g“eat Shred 3.1, the first tims euay from home. Seeing the trains was so_me- o
tvﬁ.u.g;ﬁ rea’t in my young life, how large the ergines wers and how they pviled all .
of- those csrs. I ccum not, understand at that time, crossing the river ai (Fe €rry -

Road) on the ferry ab the _present site OF Fort S‘bevben‘Bridge, {25} cents for. - - ¢
twe horsss and zwg'),-q ,Jaxrue Dan mﬂ_*v skipper’ of the _Ce vy, Over the wiver un into
Ster ,‘onm_].llea Ty facther took me o the' p"lot'v studio and had my picture tsken and - -
then we went'to La B .aClo_thlug Store &nd bought my clothes for schocl, I
remember bthoSe Iitible: Cah'is‘ﬁ'ers. that traveled by cable . the clerk pub “he money .

in them and the changs ‘came back, Ch how 1 wanted to take a hold of them, b it
seemed Lhed- ¢ .meuluvzs kept'me friom dning it. Abgat two o tiree ofalock iy -
brother had his Trui old and we sta=hed ¥ home. | 0'1 the. \m, zf,.h, my brether and -
mother spowed me 'hla tireet that’ 1°d up to whe're the new mill was being buili, . .
Main Stg', ‘now &% Cove: Bcad the ne W Yin mili was u_niar' const-mction ab "':"*?u TiNISe
Ths ir3t tims ‘that 1 heard. abr L»Je“urm, which was tc we the name of the ney :
town. Thob €V€l'1n5;\1 had a greabt deal Ho tell my bro her Walter who was nearest.
my sges L st ' ‘ '*honl in oppm, ‘Tdith Remsey waa Lhe teacher. I 1*a*aemher-__
how the yeer rore I watit one day with my.. brother Walter. It seamed stranze o

me no one taiki rlg out Zeuds; I was trying to. puﬁ 4 bolb in the seab thab had fallen

TR |

cut; net -knowing a.ny Yetter I talked sut loud .L guess the other children was

getting more of a thriil out ‘of it then I wags, L. ‘remember sayl ng "1 beb yeu I

will get you in theve this timeh ny. brother was 'cr;rlng to teil me %o keen G-’Ll“—"ue

The hames of the other children; George, Frank, Leslie Campbell, Eva ardi Florance

S"ce‘r’sv.., .John Ouings, Frona and’ Winnie Will .1am30r1, mayte some that I = uz'v‘:-u;‘.

That first year was the same as any child, primary ciass ab that time, The new

tin plate was sharti: ng to opera*'p the las*c of Det, that yeary which.wes the begine

ning:of a grest progressive city to be bhl.x.t' '"*era Anoa; this time sorrow shruck

our- home, ‘I,.uu.-hef‘ father passed away De ..{.D-, l,~u9., Lus-fa-_uvq words to.me- ware .

t(keep going ta qc"to:)l)" R ' Lo e
Ls I said hel 'we “the tin mill started_ to opera‘te the 1&:"# of De Tenmills-

at first ‘and ten more before 15ik. As It tock nine men %0 & créw to-operato.s

Oﬁeif‘u..v..}. with 20 mills that would be 18C men, Th wee burns woulild mzk Le Shiy men ...

nect winbing the milXwrights and -all the maantas.n men, S shearmen ‘and ’cw:.r helpers, -
opeqe‘:s "and cold rollers, ti nnec"s pJ.ckle“s craneman, m..l tx.rners, barshear workers, -
ing aroumd-there. - -1 .

ail teligd could of besn auou’r 1660 mezze' Thlrgs sure were ‘La
Mer came from _Lronaa_e - Charlerci, A,u.qu‘m;., East ..xl""‘"‘D,, 1. McKegzport,. and many.
mary cbher plases; Argreat’ many came from Chester 3 Wo Vae. ,':?1“':.:*8 wes. a-vin plate .
mili theie, some orcughu their ‘crew with 'bhema My fax,hema_n -~ 1aw ‘&ner:y Tingler.:
was married abgit four Jears before to Eliz abeth Gresh o? L58T J..,x.v;:rnoo..., Onio’

My wife now who was abolt three years old at that time, - They. moved “here and lived
on Ave, B, ILater they built a holise on. Ave. g E’m::"“-ﬁ brothers Henry, JBandel, -
Joseph, Clair, Carrie,” ‘and Arthur ar d ‘Chel achpr a
meved to the new town about’ one year le¥er. ery ’Im ior among bhe fivss with
the crew thot ke browght with hinm °*‘a*‘red“ cpe ra_.t-mus " the fivst ones to roil, %in
plaves’ The 1‘1ng_f.er brothers, pidneer workers of the” ‘Weirton Steel Co, Now as I
an writing this 45 deszendents. and four or five generatlon's of Finglers have:r |
worked or are working for® ‘the We..ri,on S+eel Cog_ I COL.Ld be corrected aboui this s
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d. mother and thair two sisters --



THE 200TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE CITY OF WEIRTON, WEST VIRGINIA 1771 to 1971

but I believe this is the largest family who came as pioneer workers that ever
worked for the Weirton Steel Co,, known then as (Phillips Sheet and Tin Piate Co. X
Between 300 and 350 descendents of Granville and Anna ™ingler living in or near :
Weirton, Wes'nt that Tin Plate Mill a wonderful blessing to all of those people
and all others who made their home hsre, S

The fulfiliment of a great vision by a very great man, Farnest Ti Weir who
~with his brother David Weir, John Williams, BEd Mudge, walked over the land wiich
was then farms in early 1909, They szsrched and lotied over many sites many of
them in the Pittsburgh area, even as far as Buffalo, New York. Finally decided
on the Furguson Group known then as Crawfordis 'Groésing there was 105 acres in
the first tract they bought, The history of any city is linked with certzin
outstanding men who take it upon thenselves to lead in the developing of that citye.
Such a man was Cyrus Ferguson, he was born 1852 on what was then the Dave Campbell
farm, known now as the Elias Simon Farm, two miles east of Weirton along Psura
Avenue, within sight of the place he was destined to lead, He spent most of his
~1ife on various farms in Hancock Cosy and in 1883 he opened.a meabt markst in
Wellsburg. = In 1885 he moved to McDonald, Pa. to engagk in the menufacture of
bricks and o cperate a mealt morket there, In 1991 he ertered the oil business
and from that time his interests steadly grew. In 1902 Mzi Ferguson sensing the
commercial possibilities of the floodless valley where Weirton is situated bought
- ¥p the entire valley extending from the river to Hollidays Cave. His purchsse
comprised ten different farms or about 1700 acres of lands He moved into the- ‘
Crawford homestead whith stodd across Penna. Avei from where the Bank of Weirtoh
now standss In 1912 he laid out his first allotmert bonsisting of 160 iots and
extending from Virginia Ave. southward to the Cove Roads Mr. Ferguson threw his
energy into the building of the valley giving free factory sites to bring ia
Welrton's Incdustries, Doristing lots for building of various school houses and
churches in Weirton and taking a leading part in securing improvements.in the
community, . We all owe him a great deal of honor; along that line; because if
somecne other then him would of had all of that lahd they fo doubt would of held
out for a great amount of orey and would of made it hard for the people to Luild
homes and for the newly formed company to purchase the lands. Being in the oil
business I remember seeing the oil derricks around his farfa two on the hillside
above the High School Stadium; two or three above itiers the city building is now,
where the Atlantic¢ service station is at., Many times I passed there as a boy and
- saw a great amount of oil well supplies there; no .houses there at that time, only
a pasture field, OSpeaking of 0il wells we do dot want to forget the great oil
‘boom here between 1885 and 1915. A great many oil wells wWere drilled in the ,
weirton area, Some vVery good wells were drilled on the Charles: Cable farm and on
the George Forsha farm, also on the Elias Freshwater farm and Henry Sutton farm,
Richard Hocker farm, Frank Morrow and George Owings farm, I imagine I can still
hear all of those gas engines that they used to pump those wells with, the ones
I heard all those years when I was a boys My two Uhcles were il well drillers,
Dallas and Frank Ralston, The Hudson brothers Wwere very famous at that time
because they had a great amount of 0il well machinery and dwilling equipment. I
knew them all very well, William, David, Paul, and John Hudson. That is why the
road is called Hudson Hill Road because it goes through the Dave Hudson farm at
the foot of the hill, The farm house still stands above the road a short distance
from Kings Oreek. Henry Sutton and his sons also were drillers and had a great
amoant of drilling equipment. The oil fields provided a very great amount of work
for the farmers. A great many used their teams of horses for hauling the machinery .
and equipment to and from the wells, A great many worked as rig builders and
carpenters. How many can remember the Bufeka Pipe Line Co., punp station at the

"\g{!’ 1

Some of these articles taken from History of Hancock Co. written by Jack Welch
‘ used by permission,

11



A A .
THE 200TH ANNIVZRSARY OF THE CITY OF WEIRTON, WEST VIRGINIA 1771 to 1971

intersection of Kings Greek and Turkey Foot Road, where Sun Valley is row. Louis
Osterling, operator. of the pump station, and Bernard Ross, who worked for the

Pipe Iine Co., I knew'very well. - I saw Richard Hooker a few times, he had a small
machinery store beside George Lockhart store, across from where Weirton Lumber Co.
now s+aruso George Lockhart operated the grocery store, the post office, also was.
in his store; I remember buying postage stamps -there. Billey 1oberts had a black—
smith shop at the corner of Cove Road besides Lockhart!'s store, we took our -
father's.horses there to have new shoes put on them. The storeé and blacksmith .
shop was dismantled about 1924. I almost forgot: the Penn, Railroad, it was built
about 1870 to 1880. Mr. John Crissinger of New Cumberland told me how his father
was cne of the workers that built the piers for the first railroad bri dge over the
Ohio River at Steubenville, It has been rebuilt two times since then., A4 great
many farmers sold cross ties to the railroad co. at that time. My father and hls P
brothers cut and sold a great many, there is still evidence in the ‘forest aroundﬂ
the farm, old tie roads are still visiable. The railroad from Steuvenville to |
Pittsbur gh was ‘a very great asset to the Weirton area.. Would there of been any
factories or steel mills here? or those great coal mines around Golliers, Bargetts-
town, thonald -or any where.between here and Pittsburgh? if it were not for the
railroad? We should be very thankful for the railroads becdause of the progress
and work it has provideds The Chester branch was:built about 1898 or 1900. When
Earnest T. Weir and’ David Weir, John Williams, and Ed Mudge looked over the valley
that day in Aprll 1909 they saw how valuable that site was because of the railroad
and the r’ver3 great transportation fac111t1es, freedom fromsdlfflculty as’ far as
transportation was concerned, :

' Dear readers are'nd we glad that they declded to buy and build here. How
much all of us owe t0.the Weir brothers-and the others because of their decision
in planning to build here at what is now Weirton., If they would of built their
steel mill in the Pittsburgh area or some where else would'nt this of been a dead -
plaee, if ‘someone else would.not of ‘built. factories heree ’

-
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