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HISfORICAL SKETCH 

•• History is the witness that 
~ ~ testifies to the passing of time; it 

illumines reality, vitalizes memory, 
provides guidance in daily life, and 
brings us tidings of antiquity.'' 

Cicero 
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From a trail, to a tract, to a town ... 

(. 

v. r ,.t(,M! • , 1 
'"r. Jl ,;~~,.,;,, .. ' 

... 

G albraith stewart and his Family 
had been living in the Mt. Hope 
a rea until 1795 when he bought 

pat·t of tJ:e "Rosegill" tract . Here he built a 
little cabm and a blacksmith shop and soon 
was doing a brisk business repairing the 
wagons and other equipment of the pio­
neers who were moving westward over the 
ridge trail to the river crossing at Wellsburg 
and to the Ohio country. 
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GD ioneers who migrated from t he 
- C east to wes tern Pennsylvania in 

the late 1700's usually traveled 
either Braddock's road, wh ich la t er 
became the National Pike , or Surd's 
Road, which followed roughly what is 
now Routes 31 and 136. Both roads came 
to Washington , Pennsylvania , which by 
1790 was a busy frontier town midway 
between Pittsburgh and Wheeling. As a 
rule . the roads of that time followed old 
Indian trails along the ridges , part ly to 
avoid the soft or swampy fooling in the 
valleys. and partly because there was 
less danger of ambush on higher eleva­
tions where the forest and undergrowth 
were not so dense . By this time there was 
little danger from Indians in Penns y 1-
vania but wild an imals were plentiful 
and a risk to be reckoned with . 

q n 178'1, Was h inoton Countv 
was divided into thirteen town-­
ships in commemoration of the 

th irteen original colonies. Hopewell was 
one of the townships and comprise d 
w ha t is now Hopewe ll , Cross Creek , 
Ind ependence. Jefferson and a part of 
Mount Pleasant. Cross Cree.k Township 
was created from a part of the original 
Hopewell in 1789. In '1806 a portion of it 
was taken to form Mou nt Plens;oml, a nd 
in 1853 Jefferson was also taken fmm 
th e wes tem par t of Cross Creek. Not 
unt i l '1856 was Independence Township 
formed fr o m I h e western sect ion of 
Hopewell. 

Gi\ long a ridge between Buffalo 
-L"'1. Creek and Cross Creek in Hope-

well Township, midway between 
Washington and the Ohio River at Wells­
burg, James Martin and Samuel Gill took 
out patents on two tracts of land, "St. 
Martins" to the south of the ridge was 
patented in 1781, and"Rosegi ll" tot he nor! h 
in 1790. 



~_ )re sett lers soon came and first 
.a mong them was a merc ha nt. 
David Craig. Then came William 

McKee ver, a hatter, and his fami ly. Mr. 
McKeever was a ardent abo litionist and 
his views on the subject of slavery soon 
ber:ame we ll known. 

I 

.S .. 

T he influx of settlers and the vol­
ume of pioneer traffic: warranted 
the construction of an inn, then a 

corn and flour mill , a large t·annery, a cider 
press and a d istillery , and other frontier 
industries . 

) 

Thus was the birth of West Middletown. 

q n 1797, West Middletown became 
the polling place for the Hopewell 
Townsh ip area and the fi rst voters 

cast their t;>all lols in the ~ewly _built tavem. 
A post offtce was established m 1802 w 1th 
David Cra ig as postmaster , a position 
wh ir: h he held for thirty years . 

n act passed by the Pennsylvania 
Legis lature on March 27, 1823, 
created the borough of West 

M id dletown. According to the provisions 
of the Act, borough officers were elected 
and a board organized. It is th e third oldest 
borough in Washington Coun ty, only 
C<mnonsburg and Washington being 
older. 



GT' ater in ·t823 the ci tizens were 
- L ca lled to a public meeting at which 

it wfls agreed to levy a road tax to 
fi na nce the cons truction of 100 rods of stone 
paved road through the center of the village. 
T he follow ing year this w ork was accom­
plished, incl uding sandstone curbs and 
fl agst one sidewalks . The concrete road was 
built by the State 103 years later. 

C 
hurches and schools were quic kly 
establi shed by the sett lers. As 
earl y as 1802 the Presbyterians 

he ld "ten t" services at Chestnut G rove and 
in 18.18 t he fi rst Grove Un it ed Presbyterian 
C hurch was bu ilt there. The present ch urch 
was bui l t in ·t860. 

G'T n 1811, Thomas and Alexander 
- .l Campbell's new ly founded denom-

inat ion, the Disciples of Christ, built 
a small frame meeting house on Brush Run 
two miles south of West Middletown. In 1848, 
they built a small brick ch urch in the western 
end of town. Several years la ter it was sold to 
I he African Methodist Episcol congregation, 
ilnd in 1861 I he Disciples of Christ moved to 
lhe building w here they fl re st ill located. 

S
ome of West M iddleto wn' s early 
settlers be longed to the Metho­
dist Society and attended Dodd-

ridge Chapel about t w o miles west of 
ln wn . In 1841, !hey built a chu rch in the 
v illage where they he ld services for 20 
years. The Met hodists sold this building 
to lhe Disc ipl es o f C hrist and bui lt 
another Church in 1861. Later thi s 
building was acqu.ired by the A frican 
Me lhodist Episco l r:ongregation. 



T he ear liest schools in West Mid­
dletown were "s ub sc ription." 
schools co nducted in private 

homes. Un ion Grove, a I wo-room school. 
w as built in '1828 w here the Grove Ch urc h 
parking lot. now is. Accord ing to rem ini­
scences . many oft he early I eache rs ta ugh t 
and disciplined w ith eq u al fervor. 

est Midd letown school d istrict 
became independent from Hope­
we ll in 1856. In 1848, a schoo l 

was built on a lot ad jacent to the ball field, 
and I his site co ni inued to be the local ion of 
the public school until the last building 
burned in 1941. Since then there has been 
no school building in Wes t Middletown. 

0 ne mile north oftown fa ne Camp­
bell M cKeever, a sister of A lex­
ander Cam pbell, founded the 

P leasan t H ill Fe ma le Seminary. She h ad 
co nducted a "se lect" schoo l in her hom e in 
a lng bu il ding e rec ted fo r th at purpose. In 
·t84o . nt her buildings hav ing bee n added. 
s lw opened a boarding sc hool for you ng 
lad ies . The first class of [our graclu a te d in 
fune 184 7. MaP.agementoftheschoo l was 
t urned over I o her son. I he Reverend 
T ho mas Campbell M cKeever, and under 
his guidance P leasan t Hill Semi nary 
grew and flourished w ith a n ave rage 
atten da nce of more than 125 students . 
A fter his sudden death in 1866, the school 
deter iorated rapid ly and th e last c lass of 
th ree grad uated in 1869 . 



mong the buildings at Pleasant 
H ill was a sma l l. octagonal , 
frame build ing wh ich Campbel l 

McKeev er had bu il t for his office and 
study. It had large windows an d the 
walls were lined with books. Here the 
min ister and school principa l prepared 
se1·mons and met w it h students. Many 
years after the demise of the school, this 
li tt le bui lding was moved into West 
Middletown where it was used fi rst as a 
barber shop and later as a shoe repair 
shop. About l930 it was a razed. A rep lica 
of Campbell McKeever's st udy was built 
in 1973 under the sponsorship of the 
Borough Cou ncil. The new McKeever 
Study ho uses items of loca l history and 
genea logy and also a sma ll circu lating 
library . 

GJ n 1832 the Boro ugh Counc il 
ca ll ed a pub li c meet ing to decide 
whether fire figh ting apparatus 

shoul d be pu rch ased. The vo te was 24 to 
"t7 in fa v or of bu ying a fire engine fo 1· 
$275.00. Comp lete with brass tr immings 
it was kept at Dav id Cra ig's store in the 
center of town. It was used for 20 years, 
then stored un ti l l868 when the co unc il 
ordered it so ld. The ladder. hooks, we igh­
scales and a ll brought $12.25. No furthe r 
attemp t was made to es tab li sh a fire 
department in West Middletown un til 
·t952 when the present volunteer comp­
any was orga inized . A used fire tr uck 
was bo ug ht in 1953 for $1 "1 00.00. and the 
next yem· the fireha ll was built. 

T e lephone serv ice was avai la b le 
i n Wes t Middletown as early 
as 1898 w ith both the National 

Te lephone Company and the Bell Te le­
phone Company provid ing service here. 
The first oas line was laid thro uah town 
by the fvla nufactmers Light a~cl Heat 
Company in ·JBil7. The gas stree t lights 
wer·e rep l aced by electric lights em March 
'10 . 1928. 

-



G1 I J illia m McKP.e ver w as nne of the 
- yy firs t ·a bol i tion is ts in Washi ng-

ton Cou n ty and he w ith h is s o ns , 
T hom a s an d Mt11fh ew . fn r m t!d th e 
nu cleus o f t he a n t i- sfa ver y mo veme n t in 
Wes t M iddl e to w n. Th r.v wP. r e a c t i ve 
pm tic iprwl s in t h1~ "U ndergroun d Rail­
m ad" w h ir:h he lp ed run- avvil y s laves 
mak 1~ th e ir wa' In fr e1~ d o m . Wil lia m 
McKeev e r d ied ·i n ·t838 : bu t Mat t hew , 
w ho l i vt~ d nea r by ;11 Pl<!asan t H ill . and 
T hnm;ts , w hos e ho use s ti ll s·t a nd s in 
Wr~st M idd le town . cn n t inu ed to hide 
s l ;~ves a nd ar range tr a nspo rt a tio n for 
t h r~ m tn t he nex t "s ta t ion." T hi s a boli t ion 
ilf :li vi t v of th e Mc Kecvers il nd th e ir a:n t i­
s lave r v n e iQh bn rs creat ed cons id e r a b lr. 
t · e~P. n t i11e nt Lac ross the s t il fe li ne in Wes t 
V irg in ia , a nd accordi ng io t he Brooke 
Co un t y Reco rd . "ce rf il in pa r ties a bo ut 
WPs l rVf id d le tnwn we re r:nn s idered very 
obtw x ious ." Duri ng th is peri od john Brow ~. 
frequent ly v isited the McKeevers . Osten­
si bl y his bus iness wRs buyin g sheep , bu t 
his opposition to s lavery w Rs well kno w n. 
as w as h is friendsh ip wi th the Mc Kee vers . 
and ce rta in ly he ga ve a ll encourageme nt In 
the aboli t io n ca use . 

fo hn Brow n 

O n Se ptember 17. 1880 Matthew McKeev 1~r 
w rote as foll ows about the "Undergro und 
Ra ilroad": 

"You w is h to k now something of 
my exper ience with the und er­
gro und railroad . I was a cond uctor 
of t ha t road for 40 years. The kin d 
of cars we used was a good sp rin g 
wago n , w ith a c h icke n coop in each 
en d and the Da r k ies in th e mid d le 
w ith a good co ve r over the m. 

"T he mo st s laves I e ve r s h ipped a t 
onc e was eight. Th ey came to our 
hou se a bout day break one mornin g 
be fore a n y of us was up , except a 
colored ma n . John Jo rdo n . He too k 
a nd hi d th e m on the shee p shed loft 
a nd ke p t· t hem the re four we eks , 
a nd alt hough we ha d a fa mil y of 18 
or 20 , there was not on e of them 
knew they we re there, n ot eve n my 
w ife . They were fed Rll of th a t t ime 
o ut o f our sp ring house a n d k it r: hen 
by John Jor don . There w as neve r 
a n ythin g di scove red, on ly a h ired 
girl told M rs . McKeeve r somebod y 
WilS s tea ling o ur brea d. Th at was 
the first li me w e ever ke p t a n y of 
them, a nd ou r·· re <Jso n th is t ime wa s 
because we supposed their m as ters 
were wa tchin g the Ca na dian shore. 
w h ich happened to be tru e. Bu t they 
golli red w ait ing. 

"The next lo t we sh ipped was one 
w hich w as brought from Wheeling, 
W. Va., to Betha ny, Brook Co., W. Va. , 
t o m y br ot her - in - law 's , j o s eph 
Brv ant, who li ved the re and was a 
great A bolitionis t. A t that time m y 
son Ca mp be ll wa s g oing to schoo l 
t here [Bet hany College ) a nd Bry a nt 
sent th em up to m y hous e w ith 
Wilii a m A rve y a nd Ca m p bell, a nd I 
s hip ped the m to Pitt sb urgh . Th is 
fe llo w tha t bmugh t the m to Bryan t's 
turned "states" ev ide nce , a nd to ld 
their m as ters of Brya n t 's feed ing 
th em and sending t hem awa y. Their 
mas ters set the s her iff o n Bryant a nd 
to0k him to Whee ling, a nd he was 
there 15 d a vs be fore the court came 
off, a nd w11ile he was th ere !he y 
offered $500 to a n yone w ho w ou ld 
bri ng me in to Whee ling de ad or a live . 
But I did not v en tu re do w n there 
a bout that lim e. 

"They kep t the fellow w ho b rought 
them to Bryant for a w itness , a nd 
whe n .Cour t cam e off t h e fu d ge 
decided 'that they could not punis h 
an accomplice w hile the princ ipa l 
was a t la rge' . a nd Brya n t was sent 
home. 

"Had other cases simila r. My brother 
Tomm y shipped a good m a ny. I t hin k 
as near as I can reco llect t he number I 
s hipped was a bou t 3.5 or 40. 

"I was acqua inled w ith a grea t ma ny 
slaves and their maste rs . a nd l never 
adv ised a s lave to ru n away from his 
master, but whe n they ca me fo me i 
heiped them a ll ! could. " 

T he firs t mod er n thres h in g mac h­
Ine e ver ma de 111 t h e United 
St a l es w as m a nufa ctu re d a t 

histor ic West Midd le tow n," writes Earle 
Fo r res t in h is H isto ry of W a s h ing ton 
County . A ndrew R alston, w ho li ved no t 
far from West M idd leto w n i nven ted a 
com bin a tion gra in thres hing and w in­
no w ing m a ch ine w hich he pa t en ted in 
1842. ~md 11 ft er s ev era l im p r ove m e nts 
w as re iss ued a pa tent in 185 6. Robert 
M r:C lure a rra nged w ith Rals to n for t he 
ex lusi ve right to manufacture th is t hres­
h ing mac hine, e1nd a la rge bu i ld ing w as 
erec ted fnr that p u r pos e in the w est e rn 
end of tow n. It is not kn o wn how rn a nv 
hund reds nf t hese mach ines we r e m a nu·: 
f ilct u re d a t I he McC lu re sh op , bu t i t is 
k no w n th a t l<l rge shipm ents we r e sen t bv 
ri ve r to the mi d d le w es t w het' e the y a r'e 
credit e d w ith hav ing contrib u ted s ig n if­
ic a n t l y to agric ul tur a l de ve l op m e n t. 

T he big fro s t in 1858 r uined the 
g ra in crops a nd nearly ru nied 
M r. M cC lure. Over t h e n ext te n 

yea rs he gradu a ll y r.eas ed t h e ir ma nu­
factu re . The last nne w as m a de abou t 
1869. ln 1923, H e n ry Ford bou gh t the las t 
mach ine for h is muse um at Dea rbnrn e, 
l'vl ic h iga n . 

es icl es h is t hres h ing mach i ne, 
A ndrev,, Ra ls ton a lso p a ten ted 
sev era l nt her in ve n tions . Tn h im 

go es the r:red it for in ve nting th e f irs t oi l 
burnin g lan tern in th e Uni ted S ta tes , 
on ly t hree of which a re kno w n to be in 
ex is te n ce . It W<lS e1 ver y sm a ll la nt e rn 
w hich used e1 vv ir. k in 'oi l , a nd i t w as 
conside red a g re at impro veme nt o ve r 
the prev iou s r:andle- la n le rn. T h ey w e t·e 
m a nufactured dur i ng t h e 18 50's by 
jam es Be ll at his home in Wes t M idd le­
to w n w h ic h stoo d a t the corne t· of M a in 
S tr eet e1 nd th e L11ne Ba rn Ro ad. 

Gi\ mo ng Mr. Ra lston' s ot h er in v en­
-.rt_ tions were a dog churn" and a 

"rocking chair" c hurn. both of 
w hir.h so ugh t a n easi er way to accom p li s h a 
tedious chnre. He a lso pa tented a sheep 
feed er w hich w as an ingenious trough 
<l rran ge m e n l w it h a h ing ed t op w h ich 
grea t lv redur.ed t he w as te of hay a nd gra in. 



GT'"'\ uring the middle 1800's West 
- U Middletown was a busy p lace. 

As many as eight stores were in 
operation at one time. Many houses had 
two front doors, one to the living quarters 
and the o t her to I he business en terprise. In 
add i tion to s tores , coffin makers, cob b lers 
and coopet·s. tinners and tann ers, waoon 
ma kers, b lacksm iths and tombst~ne 
cutters all p li ed their trades. Bus iest of al l. 
perhaps . were the innkeepers. The Lind­
say Hotel. the Hami lt on Hotel. theCiull er 
Hotel, and theOdenbaugh,t heMcGuigin. 
and the McN ult y Hotels, all of these were 
usuall y filled w ith travelers and pedd ler s. 
The France Hotel which was on th e corner 
of Main and Co ll ege Streets was sti ll in 
uperation we ll into this cent u ry. 

ocated equi -distant from Wash­
ington, Wellsburg, Claysville and 
Burgettstown, and with five side 

roads intersecting lhe main road within the 
borough limits, West Middletown was a 
natura l hub of act iv ity. Accnrding to 
Creigh's H is tory of Was hin gton Co u n t y, 
in '1870 West M idd letown had "92 dwe l­
lings , 6 sto res, ·1 con feel in nary . I he u su a! 
number of m ec hAnica l professions, 1 
exte nsive machine shop, 'I tannery . a 
Uni ted Presbyter ian Church. a Wesleyan 
Method is t Protest an t Ch urch , a Disciple 
ChUI·ch. and a co lored Methodist Church." 

T he cemetery behind the Grove 
Church, although owned by the 
ch urch, was the buria l p lace for 

mosl early West Middletown residents 
regard less of denomination. The first 
recorded interment was in 1815, but there 
had been many umecorded burials before 
that. 

g s West Middletown had been for 
-.n_ years a center of anti-sla very 

activity , it was not suprising 
that during the Ci vi! War the comm uni ty 
wns c hArged with patriotism and repre­
sented by a la rge number of vo lunteers . 
Mos t en liste d in the "Round h eads" 
[100t h Penna . Vo lunteer Infantry) <mel 
the Ringgo ld Battalion. Among the more 
ga la events in West M iddletown in later 
years were the reunions of the "Round­
heads" in 'l 906 and 1915 and the R inggo ld 
Battalion in 1908. Decked out in flags an d 
bunting, the veterans were hosted with 
enthus iasm and entertained by the West 
M idd le town Band. · 

0 n May 30, 1927, a crowd es tim ­
ated at 2,500 converged on West 
Middletown to ce lebrate lhe 

dedication of the So ldiers Memorial. A 
s ma ll p lot uf land h<ld bee n clnmltecl 
f tH the mon u men t and Hppro x inul t i' IV 
$2 .400.00 fori t s cnns I ru <: I io n w ns !'iii sec! 
thro ugh r rivutP. dnnetlinns. It r:ommem­
nrHtes Hnpewell Townsl,.ip nnd Wes t 
l\'lidclletown scrvicP men from I hr. R~<v­
nlu tinna r y Wnr I hr{lugh Wo rld War I. 

q n 1901 , the West Middletown 
Cemetary Company was formed 
and land was acquired across the 

road from the Grove Cemetery. The first 
burial in this new cemetery was in Arril 
1902. Among the first burials was Samuel 
Furguson. Mr. Furguson lived at th e France 
hot el and was the paymaster when the 
Wabash Ra il road was being built through 
Ave ll a . On September 23. 1903. wh il e 
driving his buggy a long the flat at the foo l of 
Seminary Hill enroute to the railroad with 
the payrol l. a blast from dynamite wh:it:h 
had been placed in a culvert under the road 
killed Mr. Furg us on. ThP. two murderers 
excaped w ith the payroll but were la ter 
apprehe nded in Emope. 



S 
hartly after World War II, a monu­
me nt in honor of World War II 
servicemen from West Middle-

town and Hopewell Township was ded­
icated at the towns hi p roadside pa rk i·l 

mile ei'lst of town. Th is memo ri a l bears 
t he names of 97 distr ict men. three of 
w hnm we re killed in act inn. 

T he twentieth century has seen a 
drastic change in West Middle­
town. With the advent of cars , no 

longer was it necessary for the town to be a 
self-sufficient, do-it-yourself community. 
Of all the many enterprises that prospered 
here over more than a century, only the 
blacksmith shop survives. From the arrival 
of the first settler until today, West 
Middletown has never been without a 
blacksmith shop. A few newer businesses 
have been s ta rted -- antique shops, a 
custard stand, a farm equipment store, and 
a ceramic shop-- but the town is now almost 
entirely residential. The population of West 
Middletown was 323 in 1870 and 195 in 
1970. According to the last government 
census, the percentage of residents pas t age 
65 is more than twice that of surrounding 
areas or of Washington County as a whole. 

cy et, far from fading i. nto obli ­
vwn . the vil lage hast a ken a new 
lease on life and looks forwa r d 

to fu ture add it ions and imp roveme nts . 
Perhaps I he re na issa nce was init iated 
by the 4-cl a:v ce leb ra tion in 1973 of Wes t 
Middletow n's ·tsoth Ann iversary spon­
sored by Town Counci l. Since then, the 
ann ual Ap ple Pie Fes tiva ls hav e brought 
ma n y tho usands of v isitors to town. 
T h is has encouraged West Middletown 
to "see itse lf a s others see it." to t'ecogn ize 
it 's uniqueness , lo apprec iate it's trea­
SLJres prese rvP.cl from the past to take 
pride in be in g a s ma ll bu t h isto ric dot o n 
a p age nr hi s tnr y. 




