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.t7•. SESQUICENTENNIAL 

~ EDICATED to all members of the First United Presby
~ terian Church of Burgettstown, past and present, who 
by their lives and leadership enabled it to be a force for Jesus 
Christ in the community for 150 years, and who will dming the 
years to come, with His help, build it into an even greater use
fulness for His kingdom. 

I Am Your Church 

I am the best friend you ever had; 

I am hung about with sweet memories-
l\,le1nories of brides--
Nle111ories of mothers--
:M e111ories of boys and girls--

I am blessed with loving thoughts, 

Crowned with helping hands and hearts; 

In the minds of the greatest men on earth 

I find a constant d\\1elling place. 

I safeguard man in his paths, 

I lift up the fall en, strengthen the weak, 

I help the distressed, I shovv mercy, 

Bestow kindness and offer a friendly hand. 

I am good fellowship, friendliness, love. 

Sometime, someday in the near future 

You will yearn for the touch of my hand, 

I a111 your comforter and your best friend. 

I am calling you- now! 

I an1 your church. 

-St.' l\ io tE~d 

1800 
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SESQUICENTENNIAL CALENDAR 

· June 11 Sabbath School ........ ....... ... .. .... .... ..... ... .... ... ..... ... ..... 10:00 A. M. 

Dedication Service ........ ..... .. .... . 

Youth j\1eeting 

11:00 A. 1'-1. 

6:30 P. NL 

Special Evening Service ............... ............ ...... .. .. ...... . 8:00 P. 1-1. 

Lal Motilal, Sialkot, Pakistan 

J1me 18 Sabbath School ............ ...... ........ ... ......... .. ... ......... 10:00 A. ~..f . 

Homecoming Service ........ ....... .. ... ... .... ........ ..... ...... 11:00 A. \II. 

Dr. Richard VV. Graves, 

editor, Christian Union Herald 

Luncheon .... .... ... .. ..... ..... .... ............ ..... .. ..... .... ..... ... .. . 12:30 P. NI. 

Homecon1ing Fellowship .. .......... .... ...... ..... ... ......... ... 2:30 P. l\.1 . 

Music, greetings from former and 

neghboring ministers 

Youth l\1eeting ...... ....... .... ... .. ...... ....... ... ... ........ ..... .. 6:30 P. w'f. 

June 20 Meeting of Chartiers Presbytery ... .. ..... .. ..... ...... . 

Presbyterial Dinner ... .... ...... ... .. ......... ... ...... ..... ...... . 

Evening Session of Presbytery 

(The public is invited) 

Jnne 23 Communion Preparatory Service 

James R. Deemer, student pastor 

2 :00 P. ~1 . 

6:00 P. M. 

7:30 P. NJ. 

RrOO P. M. 

Jnne 25 Sabbath School ... ..... ....... ........... .. .. ... .. ..... .... ... ...... .. 10:00 ·A. NL 

Summer Communion Service .. .......... ... .. .. ......... .. 11:00 A. :M. 

Dr. H. Ray Shear 

Youth :Nieeting ........ ..... ...... . .. ... .. .... ... ......... ....... ... ... 6:30 P. l\.11. 
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SESQUICENTENNIAL SERVICES 

Organ Prelude 

Call to Worship: 

Dedication, Service 
June 11, 19.50 

11 A. A1. 

Oh come, come let us worship and bow dovvn; let us kneel 
before the Lord our Nlaker; for He is our God, and we are the 
people of His pasture, and the sheep of His hand. 

Scripture Reading I Corinthians 3 :9-23 

Dedication of New vVindows and Church Improvements 
Presentation: 1-1. L. Scott, Congregational Chairman 
Acceptance and dedication by Congregation 
Dedication Anthem: 

"How Lovely is Thy Dwelling'' ........ ... ...... ...... . E. S. Lorenz 
Dedicatory prayer 

Praise: 

Announcements: 

Worship with Tithes and Offerings 

Solo: "Bless This House" 
Mrs. Earl Lawson 

Dedication Address: 
"Laborers Together \Vith God" 

Jarnes R. Deemer, Student Pastor 

Praise: 

Benediction 

Postlude 

Psalter 67: 1, 2, 4, 5 

~Iii'· H. Br:.uJ1·1 ; -

I Corinthians 3:9 

Psalter 197: 1, 2 
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HOMECO~iING SERVICE 

Organ Prelude 

Call to Worship: 

June 18, 1950 
11:00 A. "ti,1 . 

Nlake a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands. Serve the 
Lord with gladness; enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and 
into His courts with praise; give thanks unto · Him, and bless 
His name. For the Lord is good; His loving kindness endureth 
forever, and His faithfulness unto all generations. 

Praise 

Invocation; Lord's prayer; Choral Response 

Responsive Reading: 

Anthem: «N ahu-e' s Anthem of Praise" 

Scripture Reading: 

Prayer Hymn with Chimes 

Pastoral Prayer 

Praise 

Announcements 

Worship with Tithes and Offerings 

Solo: "The Lord's Prayer" 
1\1rs. Donald :Malone 

Old Hundredth 

Selection 80 

Arthur Sullivan 

Ephesians 1: 15-23 

flc...::;-Ll_t.er 170: l , St li 

Albert Hay Malotte 

Address: "Taking a Fresh Look at the Church" · Ephesians 1:22 
Dr. Richard W. Graves, Editor of The Christian Union Herald 

Praise: Psalter 276: 1, 2, 3? 4 

Benediction 

Postlude 



u 

Organ Prelude 

Call to \Vorship: 

SESQUICENTENNIAL 

COMMUNION SERVICE 

Ju.ne 25, 1950 
11:00 A. M. 

1800 

The Lord is in His holy temple; let all the earth keep silence 
before Him. Surely the Lord is in this place. This is none other 

than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven. 

Praise: 

Invocation; Lord's Prayer; Choral ResponsP 

Scripture Reading: 

Prayer Hymn with Chimes 

Pastoral Prayer 

Praise: 

Announcements 

vVorship with Tithes and Offerings 

Old Hundredth 

Exorl11s 17 

I\>~ ll~r 134: 1 ~ iJ 

Communion Anthem: "Oh Lamb of God" ....... ... .... .-... .. Ellen Jane Lorenz 

Communion :Meditation: "Banners Up" 
Dr. Ray Shear, Professor of Homiletics 

Pitts burgh-Xenia Seminary 

Sacrament of Holv Communion 
j 

Words of Institution 
Prayer of Consecration 

The Bread 
The Cup 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Dedication Psalm: 

Benediction 

Postlude 

Exodus 17: 15 

P:mltor 204: L 9.,, -1 
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JJi6lorica/ Record 
The United Presbyterian 

Church of North An1erica was the 
outgrowth of the union of the As
sociate and Associate Reformed 
Presbyterian Churches in 1858. 

Early History 

The First United Presbyterian 
Church of Burgettstown was or
ganized by the Associate Presby
tery of Chartiers as an Associate 
Presbyterian congregation. 

From a brief history written by 
Elder John Ferguson, who was 
the clerk of the session and tTea
surer of the congregation for a 
long time and whose father was a 
charter member of the congrega
tion, the information is gathered 
that the church was established in 
the year 1800. 

Among the nan1es of its first 
members are found Isaac Donald
son and John Ferguson, Sr., 1800 
and John Smith, 1805. 

Further information is obtained 
from a letter written to Rev. R. 
C. Sutton, forn1er n1inister, by the 
late Joseph :McNary of Burgetts
town. 

!\-fr. NlcNa.ry \vrote, "I was born 
in the year 1847 and at the close 
of 1-1r. Hammond's term was nine 
years old. At that time they were 
using s1nall bits of lead as Com-
1nunion Tokens. I ren1ember the 
consultation and djscussion at our 
house about getting new tokens 
cast and about what, if anything 
descriptive, should be put on 
then1 and about their talk of the 

date of the organization. :Nf y rec
ollection is that they decided that 
the church organization dated A. 
D. 1800. At that time, 1856-1858, 
there were persons of seventy or 
inore years of age whose memo
ries overlapped the date 1800, 
who were raised in the congrega
tion and who were conversant 
with the facts. I recollect that 
they decided to have the date 
1800 on the tokens." 

:Mr. J\iicNary had one of the 
tokens in his possession with the 
letters A. C. on one side and the 
year 1800 on the reverse side. The 
A. C. stood for a A s· s o c i a t e 
Church." 

The History of Chartie1·s Pres
bytery states that a few years 
prior to 1800, an Associate 
Church was organized at ~11 t. 
Pleasant, ( Hickory ) . 

In connection \.vith Burgetts
town it addressed calls on March 
31, 1802 to Rev. Thomas Hamil
ton; April 11, 1804 to Rev. James 
H.amsey; Nov. 5, 1805 to Rev. 
David Imb1ie, all of whom de
clined. Their neA.i: call, addressed 
to Rev. Willian1 Craig Brownlee, 
who had recently arrived from 
Scotland, was accepted. He was 
ordained and became pastor of 
the two congregations on ~1ay 3, 
1809. 

For smne time after its organi
zation, the congregation had no 
meeting-house. Services were 
conducted in the open air, under 
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the forest trees, God's first temple. 
After a time, however, a double 

log building \Vas erected for a 
church home. This first house of 
\vorship, like that of all the 
churches in the same region at 
that time, was a cabin of unhew
ed logs with slab seats. During 
the summer season the people 
worshipped in the open air, a 
wooden tent serving as a pulpit 
for the minister. This first log 
building served the purpose of 
the congregation until 1845. It 
stood on a plot of ground near 
what is known as athe old United 
Presbyterian cemetery" on the hill 
east of South Burgettstown. On 
the thirteenth of October, 1826, 
Robert Coventry, Robert Terran 
and Th01nas Phillis, h·ustees of 
the Associate Church of Burgetts
town, purchased one acre, 112 
perches of land from James 
:Miller, it being the ground on 
vvhich the chtuch was erected. 
Presumably the church stood at 
the lower and more level part of 
the plot. 

By following East Pitts burgh 
street extension you pass twu 
cemeteries- the first is the old 
Presbyterian cemete1y, the second 
is the old United Presbyterian 
cemetery. 

Dr. Brownlee' s pastorate was 
terminated Septen1ber 1, 1812 by 
his acceptance of a call to the As
sociate C h u r c h , Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. Later he n1oved to 
New York where he turited with 
the Dutch Reformed Church. He 
died about 1843. 

During the long vacancy of sev
en years which followed, the con
gregation \Vas supplied with 

preaching occasionally by Rev. 
Anderson, Rev. \Vilson and Rev. 
David French. Calls were add
ressed to Rev. Alexander NicClel
land, November 24, 1813 and to 
Rev. Alexander vVilson, January 
17, 1817. Both declined. 

On July 6, 1819, Rev. Alexander 
Donnan was installed. He was a 
native of Scotland but had spent 
the first eighteen years of his min
istry in Ireland. "Rev. Donnan 
was large in person, unusually 
dignified, venerable and imposing 
in appearance. He possessed a 
clearness and pointedness and 
unction of manner in his pre
sentati.on of gospel truth, which 
commended his ministrations to 
intelligent and appreciative hear-,, 
ers. 

He served both the congrega
tion at Nlt. Pleasant and the one 
at Bui-gettstown faithfully fron1 
1819 until 1846 for a yearly salary 
of $500. In 1840 he relinquished 
the charge at Burgettstown to de
vote all of his time to the :\J t. 
Pleasant Church. The Burgetts
town congregation c o n t i n u e d 
\;vithout a settled pastor until 1845 
\vhen Rev. Robert J. Han1n1ond 
took charge. He had been pastor 
of a church in Albany, New York. 
He was a stated supply for one 
year. The old nlinutes read, «April 
27, 1846. Call moderated by i\fr. 
Shaw. Rev. Hammond unani
mously chosen." His salary when 
~alled was $350. Later it vvas in
creased to · $400. 

Frmne Building 

During Rev. Hammond's min
ish-v a commodious frame build-

" 
ing fifty-£ our by forty-four feet 
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and sixteen feet in heigh th re
placed the old log chm·ch. ..The 
old church on the hilr' for which 
drawings were made by Joseph 
McNary,. a member, was within 
the present cemetery at the lower 
and more level part neaT the gate. 
It faced the road. The lower part 
of the enclosure was the '11itching 

d " groun s. 
The two main doors of the 

church were Hin the end back 
from the fam1 house near by." 
The logs from the old building 
were used to make a shed where 
saddles were put in inclement 
weather. 

The church cost $1,040, in addi
tion to the old lumber. William 
Jackson was the contractor. The 
floor was raised under the pe,:vs 
and the aisles were level "in mod
em style." The two long aisles, 
the length of the church, met a 
cross-aisle in front of the pulpit. 
This front space was for the Co1n
munion tables. 

Early Settlers, Sabbaths and 
C omJnun-ions 

The £rst settlers who can1e to 
this region were mostly of the 
Scotch-Irish element, those who 
emigrated from the west of Scot
land and from the n01th of Ire
land. ~1any others came from 
York, Lancaster and Cumberland 
counties where the same element 
prevailed and some others came 
fr01n Virginia. 

These pioneers, who were reli
gjous~ were very pious and at
tended church from long distan
ces. They were purposeful and 
even obstinate in their convic
tions. 

There were three log cabins in 

the old town in 1783. In 1795 the 
town of Burgettstown, then called 
West Boston, was laid out. The 
place soon had about 200 people 
and the population fluctuated 
little for the next £fty years. There 
were Presbyterian congregations 
at Cross Creek and at Florence 
before the organization of this 
church in 1800. Many of the old 
families of this area were spoken 
of as "Seceders." 

Nam es of families connected 
with the history of this church to 
the time of the Civil Vv ar follow: 
Ferguson, Donaldson, Smith, Cov
entry, Andrews, Phillis, Bailey, 
Keys, Cavert, Brown, Nelson, Pyl
es, Thompson, ~1IcGough, Russell, 

- Harvey, Provines, i\1cNary, Barr, 
~ Gormley, Stevenson, 
Burgett, )Hunter, Rogers, Stand
ish, Tenan, Galbraith, '\Nilson, 
Sterrit, Bowland, Hays, i\1cCul
lough, Buchanan, Campbell, Ship
ley, Jackson, Rankin, Calhoun, 
Welch, Fulton, Proudfit, Hulick;. 
NicCombs, Moore, Bilderbeck, 
Sleath, Shillito, Ackleson, 1-1alone, 
Scott, \;vhite, 1'f cCalmont, Aiken, 
Farrar, Gilbraith, J e:ffries, Cole, 
Forsythe, Lyster, Hammond, An
derson, Pahner, Taylor, vVood, 
Bamford, NlcCarroll, Boyd, Arch
er, Harper, Stewart, Collens, Tol
and, Jamison, Kirk, Livingston, 
Strain, 1-1cBurney, Porter, Allen
der, 11Hler, Irons, and Hervey. 

The Sabbath was observed by 
those, from whom we as a denom
ination can h·ace our Clu:istian 
heritage, as a day of worship in 
the truest sense. On Saturday 
they made all the preparation that 
was necessarv for the Sabbath. 

./ 

~,,(any of then1 walked five or even 
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ten 1niles to the services. Son1e 
Tode on horseback or likely as 
no~ in an old farm wagon. · fhey 
carried their dinners and stayed 
all day, for both a morning and an 
afternoon meeting. It was noth
ing unusual in those days for a 
prayer to be an hour in length and 
for a sermon to be two hours long. 

Being a Psalm singing church, 
another half hour or more might 
be used in explaining a Psalm. 
There were no praise books. Peo
ple had n1emorized a few tunes. 
In front of the pulpit was an en
closure where the "clarks" or 
clerks sat who led the nlusic. The 
leader would read two lines of a 
Psalm and then lead the cong1·e
gation in singing that portion un
til the entire Psalm was sung. The 
procedure was called "Lining 
Out." 

There was no Sabbath School 
in those days. Parents were ex
pected to teach the Bible to their 
children. The Shorter Catechism 
was studied and memorized. It 
was a special event when the 
preacher came to call in the ho1ne 
and the children were expected to 
recite the Catechism to hiin. A 
person had to pass a stiff exa1ni
uation and also know the Catech
is1n before he could become a 
church member. 

The serving of Communion was 
an exceedingly solenu1 occasion. 
Preparation for it began with a 
fast day on Thursday. Preparatory 
services were held on Friday and 
Saturday. A visiting ininister us
ually assisted in serving_ the Co1n
munion. The season was not 
closed until i\1onday when a post 
Cornn1union service \Vas held. 

E veryone who was to take con1-
munion was obliged to have a 
token and one had to be '·in good 
standing" and to have attended 
the .Preparatory Services to re
ceive one. 

It is remarkable how much 
power the session had over the 
congregation in those days and 
just wllat being ""in good stand
ing" meant. They could deny a 
member the privileges of the 
church if he refused to acknow
ledge his sins. Often a member 
would come back in a vear or hvo, 

~ , 

ask to be restored and would ex-
press his readiness to make con
fession. It was a common thing 
for persons to be tried by the 
session for immorality and drunk
enness. Yes, even for profanity or 
slander. 

The Communion table covered 
with a table cloth was placed in 
the front space before the pulpit. 
On it were set the bread trays, the 
large silver cup and the silver 
pitcher of wine fron1 which the 
cup was refilled when it got low. 
As a Psalm was being sung, two 
elders, one on either side of the 
chlu-ch, would lead the procession 
of c01nmunicants up to the ends 
of the table where their tokens 
would be collected by two other 
elders. As inany as could be seat
ed would be served with the ele
ments. The silver goblet was pass
ed along the table and each per
mn took a sip of wine fro1n it. 
They would be seated and auoth- . 
er group was pern1itted to con1e 
forward. It is inferred that this 
course was followed to keep in
eligible persons fron1 c01111nuning 
and was spoken of as "£ encing 

I 
I 
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the tables." One \vriter savs that ., 
the fifty-first Psalm, sung to the 
old tune of Peoria, was used while 
the communicants walked down 
the aisles and :S.lled the tables. 
There was a table address given 
by the visiting minister. Psalm 
146 \Vas used at the close of the 
service. The practice of "closed 
Communion" was followed for 
many years. Our records show 
that tokens were dispensed ·with 
in 1876 by a vote of session with 
the understanding that no object
ion was raised by the communi
cants. 

Rev. Hammond's pastorate con
tinued until June 9, 1856 when he 
was released and went west.. 

The congregation was again 
placed under supplies until April 
20, 1862 when Rev. San1uel H . 
Grahan1 commenced his work as 
settled pastor. He had come from 
Reynoldsburg, Ohio to preach. He 
was well liked and on August 12, 
1862, was ordained. He was 
promised $600 per annum. ~fr. 
Grahan1 proved to be a very pop
ular preacher not only with his 
own people but with the co1nmu
nity at large. In 1865, his salary 
was raised to $800. 

"fl.1 ount Vernon 

Nlount Vernon was an Asso
ciate Reformed Church organiz
ed in 1829. It was located on the 
Leech farm in Smith Township, 
on the ridge road near the Mt. 
Pleasant Township line. A brick 
building was constructed in 1832 
for the accomodation of the con
gregation. Rev. Samuel Tagga1t 
served both \iV est Niiddleto·wn 
and Mount Vernon from 1835 un-

til 1845 givjng one third of his 
time to the latter charge. It be
came extinct because of the inerg
ed organization known as the 
United Presbyterian Church in 
1858. 

Its relation to the Burgettstown 
United Presbyterian Church stems 
from the fact that some of its 
me1nbers joined this church after 
its dissolution. 

The session minutes of 1860 
read- "Admitted by certificate by 
the ex-session of .iv!ount Vernon 
congregation- 11rs. Finley Scott, 
~,frs. Jane i\'IcNary, ~1rs. Rachel 
Scott, !vfr. J an1es Scott and Eliza
beth, his wife, 1v1rs. Jeffries, Ivlr. 
John Cole and wife ~1ary, 1v1r. 
William Forsythe, ~1iss Anne 
Scott, ~1r. Samuel Scott, and ~1r. 
John Scott. This was attested by 
Finley Scott, Robert Scott and 
James McNary, ex-members of 
~1Iount Vernon congregation." 
The minutes further state that in 
1860 the Burgettstown Church 
obtained strength by James ~1c
N ary, Robe1t Scott and Finley 
Scott who brought some funds 
which enabled the congregation 
to re-pajnt and re-roof their house 
and place it in good order. The 
foundation of the ~1ount Vernon 
Church can still be seen. 

Frame Building Moved 
During the latter part of Rev. 

Graham's ministry, the frame 
building was moved in its en
tirety to the present location on 
vVashington Street and somewhat 
renovated. Rev. Graham deliver
~d his farewell sermon on Oct
ober 8, 1871. Text - Act 20:32. 
This fra1ne structure was moved 
back on the lot behind the present 
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building when plans for the con
struction of a new church were 
made. 

Present Church Building 
In 1873 Rev. John Hood was 

ordained and was pastor at the 
time the present building was 
erected. The building committee 
was composed of W. H. \Vither
spoon, John \Noodburn, John P. 
Wood, Levi Scott, and NL R. 
vV elch. The committee brought 
in a majority and minority report. 
The 1najority report "\Vas sustain
ed. On motion it was agreed to 
build a church on the lot owned 
by the congregation. CCit was n1ov
ed and seconded that the solicit
ing committee be instructed to 
solicit subscriptions until the 
whole amount to or exceed $12,-
000." Those selected to collect 
building funds were: John Scott, 
David Leech, James Glass, And
rew Phillis and William Wilson. 

On Septe1nber 3, 1873, the cor
ner stone was laid with impress
ive ceremonies. ccThe congrega
tion met for several Sabbaths in 
the ~11ethodist Church, at the 
bend of the creek, until the 
church basement was ready to oc
cupy on April 19, 1874." The 
building was finished and dedica
ted Septe1nber 30, 1874. 

From the vVashh1gton Obser
server of 187 4 and a letter from 
Rev. David E. Cullev. son of one 
of the builders. we have the foll
owing descrintion of the buildine:: 
The style of the hivo storv brick 
building i5 Nfodern Gothic and 
was designed bv James P. Bailev 
of Robinson Township. The walls 
were built bv ex-sheriff Andrew 
Bruce; the bricks were made by 

John Ferguson and the steeple 
was built by Jesse E . Culley, the 
spire being 115 feet high. A lone 
man working at this great heighth 
created intense interest to those 
congregated on the street below. 

The outside walls are beautiful
ly ornamented with panelled 
pilasters and the entire building 
is decorated with heavy galvan
ized iron cornice and trimmings 
painted in rnitation of our native 
sandstone. The lecture room will 
seat · 400 persons and is neat and 
attractive. The doors to the main 
entrance are consb."ucted of ash, 
heavily battened with walnut. 

Ascending the easy and como
diou~ stairway, guarded by bal
usters and railing of the most ap
proved hard-,ivood style we are 
struck with the u:µsurpassed beau
ty of the vestibule walls, which 
are frescoed in imitation of gray 
1narble. 

Arriving at the head of the 
stairway we are ushered into an 
auditorium filty-h;vo by eighty
four feet, with a ceiling of thirty
hivo feet and a twelve foot gallery 
for the choir. The tall and grace
ful windows are adorned with 
brilliantly stained and enameled 
glass. The walls are flesh color 
and the ceiling is frescoed in 
brighter colors and ornamented 
with rustic beam finish, construc
ted of walnut and ash. The pews 
are of the same material. The 
most striking object on entering 
the church, is a landscape pros
pective, finely frescoed in the 
wall behind the puloit. It is in 
imitation of a large hall leading 
to the rear, through which one 
views a beautiful tropical scene. 
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The pews are cushioned and the 
floor is nicely carpeted. 

The large walnut and ash 
beams that span and panel the 
ceiling of the upstairs auditmium 
were put in place in an interesting 
way. The arch behind the front 
choir loft ·was left unfinished 
when the other walls went up 
thus making a sizeable opening 
to the outside. The bea1ns were 
pulled up and placed by a system 
of blocks and tackles. The top 
pulley was attached to the roof 
con1b and another on the floor 
below. · The pull rope extended 
out the open arch to a team of 
mules that did the pulling. The 
beams were then raised to the 
angle of the ceiling comb, which 
is several feet lower than the roof 
comb, and then fastened into 
place. The walnut used in ·the 
construction of the church would 
be almost priceless today. 

The dedicatory address was de
livered by Rev. S. H. Graham, a 
former n1inister, with visiting 
ministers from Clinton, Florence, 
Frankfort, Robinson, Centre, and 
Kingscreek taking part. 

The church cost $27,000 which 
involved the people in a debt of 
unbsual n1agnitude. In the strug
gle to free itself from this debt, 
which lasted through several 
years, the congregation passed 
through one of the severest 
trials in its history. Some 
left the chi.uch never to re
turn. But by the grace of the 
lvfost High and brotherly love 
they came out victorious. The first 
Communion in the Auditoriu1n 
was held October 4, 1874 with 
Rev. Graham officiating. The min
utes of 1875 show that the whole 
amount of money raised by rent
ing pews was $1,332. It requiTed 
$1,000 to pay Rev. Hood's salary. 
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J!/l/ini6ler6 Since 18 78 
Dr. D. W. Carson 

Rev. Hood 
tendered his 
r e s i gnation 
on January 
15, 1878 and 
in October of 
the same year 
Rev. David 
Walker Car
son was in
stalled. He 

was born in 1831 in East Tenn
essee, was graduated from Jeffer
son College in Canonsburg in 
1847 and occupied the pulpit of 
his .first pastorate in Beaver Coun
ty in 1852. For twenty-six years 
he was in charge of Service 
ChuTch in that county. Dr. Car
son was married to ::Niary, daugh
ter of Rev. and Nfrs. J. P. Smart 
of Xenia, Ohio, by Rev. J. G. 
Carson, his brother. They had 
one daughter, :Miss Ella J. Carson 
who died in 1947. She and her 
parents are buried in Fairview 
Cemetery, Burgettstown. 

Dr. Carson was a minister of 
the old school. He knew the Bible 
and preached it. Du1ing his min
ishy of twenty years the congre
gation was fed "on the .finest of 
the wheat.n 

He was held in high esteem by 
the people of his congregation as 
well as in the United Presbyterian 
Church at large. The financial 
debt was liquidated, "largely by 
his wise couseL prudent and ju
dicial effort." In 1897, the en
velope systen1 was ll.1aus.nuated 
for paying the salary and other 
expenses. Dr. Carson received 

$1,000 in 1896. 
It was dming Dr. Carson's pas

torate that the matter of securing 
a musical instrument was initia
ted. Back in 1870, Presbytery sent 
to the churches a new version of 
the Psalms. The session of this 
chmch met to consider the new 
Psaln1s but not having_ had 
an opportunity to e x a m i n e 
them it did not vote. It 
seems that the m e m b e r s 
were ve1y conservative. But in 
1898, the young people by a vote 
of twenty-two to four petitioned 
session for permission to use an 
insbument in the Young People's 
Christian Union. This society had 
sixty mem hers. J. A. IvicClurg was 
president. The session was divid
ed. Those approving the petition 
were W. H. Witherspoon, R. K. 
Scott and W. R. Galbraith. Those 
oµposed were David Reed and J. 
T. Patterson. Niatthew R. vVelch 
"''ho had died just prior to this 
also opposed getting an organ and 
durinQ; hjs hfe the session was 
e1_uallv divided on the question 
so that nothing could be done. 
Dr. Carson was unalterably op
nosed to the use of instrumental 
music in the church and upon 
hearing of the session's action, 
nresented his resig-nation. A paper 
was delivered to the session from 
the clerk of Presbvterv asking for 
a reconsideration of the question 
hut nothing was done immediate
lv. Later, session met and de
clined to resdnd its action. 

As a result. Fn1nkf01t Presby
tery relnctantlv rP.leased Dr. Car
son on T annary 25, 1898. 



At a later date the session grant
ed the use of the organ in all the 
services in the Sabbath School 
romn and the choir was granted 
the use of the Psalm Anthen1s to 
be sung in the chtuch services. 

Some tw·enty-nine members of 
the congregation in sympathy 
with Dr. Carson's views and out 
of regard for him, lifted their 
letters and left the church. 

At a ineting of the Synod of 
Pittsburgh held in Altoona, the 
Synod finally approved the action 
of the Presbytery, which had re
luctantly granted this group the 
light and privilege to organize a 
new congregation. A chapel was 
built and Dr. Canon filled the 
pulpit as long as health permitted. 
He died in 1911. The pulpit was 
supplied with different ministers 
for some years afterwards and in 
1948 the building was sold and 
torn down. Today Petrucci's Food 
:fvf arket stands on its location. 

Rev. A. vV. Caldwell 

Rev. A. W. 
Caldwell be
gan his pas
torat~ in the 
early summer 
of 1898. He 
was a grad
uate of Alle
gheny Semi
nary. In a re
cent I et t er 

Dr. Caldwell wTote, "I can't enu
merate many things after all these 
years that marked my four and 
one-half years pastorate. I do re
n1ember that after the organ had 
been quietly and safely installed 
in the auditoriun1 that the old 

worn out oil lan1ps and chandel
iers were removed and a new gas 
lighting syste1n installed which 
added greatly to the c01nfort and 
attractiveness of it. It was during 
my pastorate that the individual 
cup communion service was intro
duced, i\!fay, 1901." Rev. Cald
well's salarv in 1901 was $1200. -" . 

During his stay in Burgetts-
town, the church lost t\vo well 
known and trusted elders- } am es 
T. Patterson and \Villiam H. \Vit
herspoon. Rev. Caldwell lives at 
15 Oregon A venue, Crafton, Pitts
burgh 5, Pennsylvarria. 

Re-v. Morris Watson, D. D. 
Rev. Mor

ris \A/ a t s o n 
began his 
pastorate in 
January, 19-
D4. 

He was 
born Decem
ber, 24; 1868 
on a farm 
about five 

iniles fron1 New Concord, Ohio. 
He w-as graduated fron1 NI uskin
gum College at New Concord, 
Ohio, in 1897 and from the Xenia 
Theological Seminary. in 1900. Be
fore coming to Burgettstown, he 
preached in High Ridge, Ohio for 
three and one-half years. 

He was inarried in 1899 to Nliss 
Florence vVhite of New Concord, 
0 hio. Two daughters were born 
into their home, N1ary Grace, who 
was married to Harry Trace of 
New Concord and died in 1930 
leaving a son; and Hazel Ruth, 
n1arried to Clarence Schmidt, an 
English teacher, of Hubbard, 
Ohio. They have two sons. 
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The first mention made of a 
parsonage was during Rev. Wat
son's ministry. In 1'1arch, 1904 a 
committee of ten ladies was ap
pointed to ascertain if enough 
money could be raised to build 
one. 

In 1911, a committee composed 
of J. \V. Welch, \V. F. Scott and 
J. vV. Keys was instructed to buy 
or build a parsonage limiting the 
price to $3,500. 

The congregation held a recep
tion in honor of Rev. and Nlrs. \V. 
H. Reed before they sailed for 
Egypt :in 1906. 

Rev. Watson was released 
~1arch 21, 1911, having accepted 
a call to Princeton, Indiana. 

He preached there for ten years 
until his death, June 13, 1921. 

Rev. R. Harlan McCartney 

Rev. R. 
Harlan :Nic
Cartney was 
chosen Dec
ember 27, 19-
11 at a salary 
of $1,200 and 
parsonage. 
The minutes 
of 1913 re
cord the a-

1nount paid to J. E. Buchanan, as 
$3,500 for the purchase price of 
the parsonage, this being the 
dwelling now occupied by B. B. 
Figley. 

Rev. McCartney owned one of 
the first automobiles in town and 
used it in making calls on the 
members of his congregation. He 
took a great interest in young 

people and :in sports. He substi
tuted in the high school on differ
ent occasions. 

In 1916, the congregation rais
ed his salary $200. At a cost of al
most $3,000, work had been com
pleted on redecorating the audi
torium and Sabbath School roon1, 
varnishing the woodwork and 
pews, changing the choir loft and 
pulpit into a beautiful and ·well 
adapted form, installing a m01·e 
adequate lighting .system and cov
e1ing the aisles and between pews 
with Brussells carpet. 

In 1916, the congregation num
bering 250 «did themselves 
proud" in the mam1er in \Vhich 
they entertained the large num
ber of delegates who came to the 
fifty-fifth am1ual meeting of 
Synod at which Rev. ~1cCartney 
was elected Vice-~1Ioderator. 

B.ev. JVIcCartney's resignation 
was accepted on April 9, 1917. His 
ne-vv field of service was Sharon, 
Pennsylvania. 

Rev. J mnes L. Thome 

At a called 
meeting on 
Septe1nber 5, 
1917, Rev. J. 
L. Thome 
was chosen 
pastor. His 
previous pas
torate was at 
Clin ton; 
Pennsyl v a -

nia. Rev. Thome served the 
chuTch until 1924, when he re
signed to· accept a charge in Ox
ford, Ohio. 

Dr. Thome is a graduate of 
l\!Ionmouth College. During his 

J 
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pastorate here, he inarried Flor
ence Kelso. They have two child
ren. l'v1 ary Anna is married to 
Rogel"s Johnson, and now lives in 
Washington, Pennsylvania. James 
Jr., lives with his parents. Dr. 
Thon1e is now residing on his 
gi·andfather, s fann near Eighty 
Fotu, Pennsylvania, and is a 
member of Chartiers Presbytery. 

Rev. J. Lane Thome, retired 
moved to Btugettstown with his 
son when he came here in 1917, 
and frequently conducted ser
vices at the Second United Pres
byterian Church. 1'1iss _Mary E . 
Thome, now the wife of Rev. A. 
A. Love, can1e with her brother 
aF.ld family. 

Rev. Thome was pastor during 
the first World 'Var. Dtuing that 
time 1nany members of our con
gregation enlisted and served our 
counby. Both Rev. Thome and 
his brother Bert enlisted. During 
the "flu epidemic" of 1918 Rev. 
Thome,s mother died. He gave 
fully of his time and effort to all 
who needed hin1 in this con1ffitmi
_ty. 

Rev. Tho1ne helped to estab
lish the Langeloth 1nission and to 
bring Rev. George U. ~1artin 
there as stated supply. 

Rev. Richard C. Sutton 
@5Cb - G43 

4 
- Rev. Rich-

ard C. Sutton 
came to Bur
gettstown in 
1925 and oc
cupied the 
pulpit of this 
church for 
twenty- three 
years. 

He was 

born in Denver, Colorado in 1895, 
a son of N1r. and i\1rs. C. L. Sut
ton. His parents moved to Ohio 
when he was quite young. He at
tended high school at St. Clairs
ville, Bellaire and Wooster, grad
uating fron1 the latter school in 
1914. He attended summer 
school and taught for three years. 
He entered the service of his 
country at the outbreak of vVorld 
vV ar I serving in the Field Artill
ery. Stricken -with influenza and 
pneumonia, his service was inter
rupted and he was discharged in 
December, 1918. He graduated 
from vVooster College in 1922 
and fro1n Western Theological 
Seminary in 1925. He received his 
Bachelor of Theology degree from 
the same institution in 1931. 

The same year Rev. Sutton be
came minister, he man·ied Fran
ces Slonaker, a teacher, daughter 
of the late Rev. Paul J. Slonaker, 
Ph. D. and Nlrs. Ida ~f. Slonaker. 
They went to housekeeping on 
Dinsmore A venue in the new par
sonage which had been purchased 
the same year from ~1rs . Nlartha 
McCue at a cost of $6,000. 

They have tWo sons : Richard 
Paul, 21, an honor student and 
member of Kappa :tvfu Epsilon, 
National Honorary i\'Iathematics 
fraternity. He is now in his senior 
year at Baldwin-Wallace College, 
Berea, Ohio; and Francis David, 
15, an honor student in the fresh
man class, Bellaire High School. 

During Rev. Sutton,s pastm·ate, 
635 united with the church; 161 
chililien and 84 adults were bap
tized. He conducted 255 funerals 
163 of them being outside of the 
membership. He lnade 7,000 calls 



leaving a message of prayer m 
most cases. 

During World \iVar II Rev. and 
M'.rs. Sutton kept in close contact 
with 1.50 persons in the service 
including soldiers, \VAACs and 
nurses. 

An outstanding work of the 
church was in the Beginners and 
Primary Departn1ents of the Bible 
School where !vlrs. Sutton ·with 
efficient help served for many 
years building it up until it was 
widely knovvn for its numbers and 
effective program. She also form
ed groups know as Little Light 
Bearers and Junior 1tfissionary 
Society. 

Extensive improvements were 
made in the church during Rev. 
Sutton's service. 

In 1927, the sanctuary was re
decorated and new lighting fix
tures installed. S. C. :Wialone, one 
of the elders, did the work, In 
1929, a two manual Moller organ 
with chimes costing $5,200 was 
purchased. In addition two rooms 
were built into the auditorium, 
one on either side of the pulpit. 
DuTing 1930, the kitchen was re
modeled, a new furnace was in
stalled, the Sabbath School room · 
was repainted, the entire church 
rewired and new lights were in
stalled in the first floor. 

In 1941, the sanctuary, the stair
way and vestibule were renova
ted and beautified. Haro]d Ma
lone and Harry Miller did the 
work. New carpet for the sanc
hrnry and new covering for the 
seat cushions were contributed by 
the Ladies' Auxiliary. 

The Sabbath School room has 
been redecorated and divided in
to class roo1ns with curtains; robes 
have been acquired for the choir 
and shrubbery planted around 
the church. 

In 1947, an honor roll, in tribute 
to those serving in \Vorld vVar I 
and World vVar II was fittingly 
dedicated. 

11emorial windows were in
stalled in the church in 1948. 
These windows are of beautiful 
stained glass, each window de
picting a theme. Niembers of the 
~ongregation or organizations 
purchased these windows and 
plates have been placed on the 
windows. 

Windows were purchased by 
the following: 

In honor of j\!f r. and Mrs. Geo
rge E. Thomassy by the children. 

In honor of Mr. and 11rs. John 
S. Duncan by the family. 

In honor of Mr. and Mrs. Lee 
R. Scott and Mrs. iVlargaret A. 
Malone by Elizabeth L. and 
James A. Scott .. 

In honor of Rev. and i\1rs. Rich
ard C. Sutton by the Congrega
tion. 

In memory of Clyde B. Bigger 
by his mother, Mrs. Susan Bigger. 

In memory of Mr. and 11rs. 
Willia1n H . ~·1cKinney by ~1r. and 
Mrs. Lee R. McKinney. 

In me111ory of Former ~1embers 
by The Ladies' Auxiliary 

In honor of :NI. Alma Cox by the 
Young Men's Bible Ciass. 

In honor of 11rs. vV. R. Malone 
by The Faithful vVorkers' Class. 

Other members contributed 
substantial amounts toward the 
purchase of the windows. 
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Rev. Sutton vvas fully consecra
ted to the '~7ork of the Lord, 
preaching, as he himself believed, 
in the absolute surrender of self 
to God's will. As a pastor, he 
shepherded his flock well. In 
the cornmunity he was a "good 
man, full of faith." Rev. Sutton 
and his family established a place 
for then1selves in the hearts of 
our people. 

Rev. Sutton delivered his fare
well sermon on August 29, 1948, 
having accepted a call to Bellaire, 
Ohio. He and his family reside at 
the n1anse on Belmont Ridge. 

!i.1 r. ]. R. Dee-mer 

Aftf;r · Rev. 
Sutton's res
ignation a 
pulpit com
mittee was 
appointed 
and immed
iately under
took the task 
of fiJling the 
vacancy. Var

ious ministers filled the pulpit in 
the months follO'wing. In June, 
1949, J arnes H. Dee111er, a supply 
frorn the Student Preaching As
sociation of Pittsburgh-Xenia 
Theological Sen1inary came to 
preach. In August, he preached 
for the second tin1e and being 
favorably received began his 
work in Septe1nber as student 
minister, a stated supply by Char
tiers Presbytery. 

Tames H.. Deemer was born in 
·' 

Bakersfield, California in 1921, 
his parents having moved fro1n 
Pennsylvania to California shortly 

after their marriage. He is the 
oldest of a family of five. 

In 1934, his parents returned 
to his mother's horne faim and he 
joined the Union United Presby
terian Church. He graduated 
from Robinson Township High 
School in 1938. 

Between graduation and his en
listment in the service he held 
different positions and also stud
ied. While working in Chicago he 
became acquainted with Dr. 
James A. Gordon, of the Fifth 
United Presbyterian Church, Rav
enswood, who did much to guide 
his thoughts along channels of 
Christian service. 

Before his discharge fro1n the 
U. S. Marine Corps in June, 1946, 
he had a total of thirty-four 
months' service overseas includ
ing N'Iidway, Hawaii, Samoa, and 
the Nlarshalls. 

He entered Sterling College in 
September, 1946 and graduated 
in August, 1948. 

In September, 1948, he entered 
Pittsb1u-gh - X en i a Theological 
Se1ni11a1y under the care of ~10-
nongahela Presbytery and during 
that year served as student assist
ant in Knoxville United Pres
byterian Church under the guid
ance of Dr. vV. R. NlcGeary. ~1r. 
Dee1ner preaches two Sabbaths of 
each month dw·ing the school 
year and full time during the 
summer. 

HONOR A1EMBERSHIP ROLL 

Present inembers who have be
longed to this church for fifty 
years or more are : 
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.Nfrs. :Margaret Bo\•vser :\1lalone 
Nlrs. :Millie Bowser Brestle 
i\1r. S. Heed Shillito 
!\1Iiss Alma Cox 
i\ifrS. Bella Ringler King 
:VIiss :Vlaude Ackleson 
~1rs . ?vlargaret Scott :tv1alone 
i\1r. Joseph A. :tvfcClurg 
rvirs. Anna Phillis Ralston 

1virs. Ella Phillis Revnolds ,, 

~fr. J. Vincent \i\Telch 
i\:fiss Esther i\iicNary 
~·fr. T. Patterson \tVeaver 
1viiss Anna Ackleson 
i\ths. Elizabeth Ackleson Proudfit 
i\t{r. Robert Cox 

~1r. Frank !\1. Russell 

Seated I to r : Dr. \V. E. Dickson, James R. Deemer, J. A. :VlcClurg, Lee R. 
McKinney. Insert: R. G. Russe1L Standing: J. C. \ iVolfe, James A. Scott, \V. 
Harold 1v1alone, J. vV. vVelch .. 

Present Members of Session 

Senior mern ber of session is 
J. A. NlcClurg, having served for 
forty-£ve years . 

Dr. W. E. Dickson became 
clerk of session in 1929 and con
tinued in that office until 1948. 

R. G. Hussell is vice-moderator 
of the session. 

Lee R. i\11cKinney is general 
chain11an of the anniversary com
mittee. 

\ iV. Harold :\if alone is a son of- a 
fonner elder, San1uel C. Nlalone. 

T a1nes A. Scott is a son of a 
former elder, Lee R. Scott. 

J. vVilbert vVelch is a son of a 
former elder, John vVhite Vv elch, 
and a grandson of Elder l\1 . R. 
\;velch. 

Jam.es C. \Volfe is the pres
ent clerk of session, taking office 
April 20, 1948. 
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Those who have served as ministers 
;rnd elders since the organization are: 

Mini-Sters 

Date of Organization 
vV. Craig BrO\.\rnlee 
Alexander Donnan 
Robert J. Hammond 
Samuel H. Graham 
John Hood 
David \;\,! . Carson 
A. W. Caldwell 
i\·forris \Vatson 
R. Harlan McCartney 
J. L. Thome, Jr. 
H.ichard C. Sutton 

John Coventry 
vVilliam Bailey 
Joseph Phillis 

Elders 

\Villiam Donaldson 
John Strain 
Nathan Porter 
V\lilliarn Smith 
James Brown 
James Leech 
James Keys 
John McBurney 
A. Hunter 
Robert Harvey 
Joseph McNary 
\Villiam "VVilson 
Samuel Livingstone 
\Villiam Galbraith, Sr. 
Joshua Pyles 

1800 
1809 - 1812 
1818 - 1839 
1845 - 1856 
1862 - 1871 
1871 - 1878 
1878 - 1898 
1898 - 1903 
1904 - 1911 
1912 - 1917 
1917 - 1924 
1925 - 1948 

1819 
1819 
1819 
1837 
1837 
1837 
1839 
1837 

rf/i11ion6 

Rev. George Snodgrass who 
was doing mission work in the 
small towns surrounding Bur
gettstown in 1916 called a meet
ing of people who were interested, 
at the Henry Tennyson hall at 
Slovan for the purpose of organ-

\Villiam Colwell 
J a.mes .McCalmont 
Samuel B. Shillito 
John Ferguson 
Robert K. Scott 

1839 
1839 
1851 
18.51 

(Mt. Vernon) before 1860 
Finley Scott (Mt Vernon) before 1860 
James P. McNary 

(Mt. Vernon) 
John Keys 
\Villiam H. \Vitherspoon 
M. Reed \V elch 
vVilliam R. Galbraith 
John B. May 
David Reed 
.Tames T. Patterson 
F. L. Andrews 
John M. vVelch 
John \V. Welch 

Joseph A. McClurg 
Joseph Henderson 
\V. F. Scott 
S. C. i\falone 
Dr. \V. E. Dickson 
Lee R. Scott 

R. G. Russell 
S. J. McCalmont 
vV. Harold Malone 

Lee R. i\frKinney 

James McCalmont 
J. Francis Reed 

R. Thompson Cowden 
James A. Scott 

J. \Vilbert Welch 
James C. \Volfe 

6ta6~1hed 

before 1860 
1863 
1869 
1869 
1869 
1887 
1887 
1887 
1900 
1900 
1905 
1905 
1905 
1913 
1913 
1913 
1929 
1929 
1929 
1940 
1940 
1940 
1940 
1946 
1946 
1946 
1946 

Lzing a Sabbath School to take 
care of the new population in 
that area. Rev. McKee of vVash
ington was present at this meet
ing and a School was organized. 
Fro1n the beginning the teachers 
came from United Presbvterian 

.I 



22 SESQUICENTENNIAL 1800 

Church of Burgettstown. Nliss 
Thelma Tennyson was pianist. 

In 1917, the session of the 
United Presbyterian Church 
voted to take this mission under 
its care and appointed 1vlr. S. C. 
.Malone superintendent and :Mrs. 
Vincent Welch assistant superin
tendent. Others came from the 
Burgettstown church to help car
ry on the work. At the beginning 
of 1918, Nliss Grace \iVelch was 
appointed missionary . of this area 
and continued to work here and at 
Langeloth for a number of years. 

In 1926, plans were completed 
for the building of the Langeloth 
church and in 1928, the church 
was dedicated. :Miss Grace vVelch 
was the missionary at Langeloth 
and Slovan until 1930 when she 
was inarried to 11Ir. Frank Lieske 
and resigned as missionary at 
Langeloth and beca1ne part-time 
worker at Slovan. 

In 1928, :Mr. S. C. ~falone re
signed as superintendent of the 
Sabbath School at Slovan and :Mr. 
R. G. Russell was appointed sup
erintendent. 

Up to this date the meetings 
were held in the afternoon in the 

-=· 

school building but_ as this was 
unsatisfactory a room was rented 
know as the Long,evich hall, and 
the meetings have been held 
there since that time. Sabbath 
School is held at 9 a.m. and a 
junior worship service immediate-
1 y following the Sabbath School. 

In 1934, the fust Comn1union 
service was held in the n1ission 
when twenty-six partook of the 
Com1nunion. In 1943, l\fr. and 
~frs. Lieske moved to Florida, and 
~tfrs. R. G. Russell was appointed 
by the vV 01nen' s Board to fill the 
vacancy and has continued to the 
present time. 

Time would not permit us to 
mention all those who have ser
ved at the Slovan ~1Iission. VVe 
might -mention the people from 
this church and community who 
have gone to Slovan as teachers, 
pianists and have conducted in
spiring devotions on Wednesday 
evenings; members of the session 
"\vho have served Con1munion 
there twice a year and the minis
ters from this church, Langeloth 
and co1nmunity who have preach
ed the Gospel in Slovan. 
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J/ie f 950 Choir 

Seated: L to R: Laverne Tennyson, Phyllis Evans, Ruth ~{alone, Frances Tennyson, 
Josephine Lawson. Standing: Gaylord Malone, James Tennyson, 1vfary Bigger, Lois 
Cul'rvo, Sarah Welch, Odette Baier, Helen Bigger, Harry L. Tennyson. 

Choi1· 

After the erection of the brick 
building, the choir sang fr01n the 
balcony at the rear of the sanctu
ary. For almost fifty years, ~1r. 
John :M. \iVelch directed the choir, 
beginning v;rhile the choir sang 
from the rear balcony. Three of 
our fifty year rnembers, :Mrs. ~1ar
garet Bowser :Malone, Mrs. Millie 
Bowser Brestle and l\·fr. Vincent 
\iV elch sang with the choir 'vhile 

they still used the choir loft. Dur
ing Dr. Caldwell's pastorate, the 
choir moved to the right front of 
the sanctuary and an instrument 
adequate for the auditorium was 
purchased. 

\Vhile Rev. NicCartney was 
pastor, the pulpit was n1oved for
vvard and the choir established in 
its present location. The pipe or
gan, which is now in use, was in
stalled in 1929. 

S abbath Schoo/ 
Early Sabbath School records 

are very meager. An organization 
presumably existed in 1870, as a 
fund of the Sabbath School, 
an1ounting to $11.00, was to be ap
propriated to Home Missions. 

Today the Sabbath School plays 
an importannt part in the work of 

the church. It has a faithful group 

of workers · and teachers and a 

membership of 125. 
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Miss Alma Cox, a veteran 
teacher in the Sabbath School, 
taught a class of young inen for 
over thirty-five years. 

J\frs. vV. R. Nfalone, former 
teacher of the Faithful vVorker' s 
Class, taught for thirty-two years. 

lVIrs. J. Vincent Welch, teacher 
of the Friendship Bible Class for 
the last twenty-eight years, still 
continues to serve. 

Sabbath School Super·intenden.ts 

1877 Alexander Russell 
1878 W . R. Galbraith 

J. T. Patterson 
no record 

1895 John \V. vVelch 
1896 L. V. Duncan 
1897 -Robert Russell 

1898 - 1901 F. L. Andrews 
1902 Nfrs . Clara vVeaver 

1903 - 1910 Robert A. Russell 
1912 J. A. lvlcClurg 

1913 - 1914 W. E. Dickson 
1915 - 1916 T. P. Weaver 

1917 Charles Hindman 
1918 - 1921 M. H. Borland 

1921 S. J. McCalmont 
1922 - 1924 J. L. Thome, Jr. 
1925 - 1926 NL H. Borland 

1927 - 1928 Harry Tennyson 
1929 George Jack 

1930 - 1935 S. C. Malone 

1938 - 1946 Harold Nlalone 

1947 R. T. Cowden 

1948 Harold J\1alone 

Missionary Societies 

It is noted that the :missionary 

spirit has always been alive in the 
efforts of this church. As far back 
as 1846 a collection amounting to 
$30 was taken for Home and For
eign J\1issions, and .in 1847 a sum 
of $20 was collected for the "Suff
ering Scotch." Session minutes of 
1868 state that the missionary 
money was .raised by cards left in 

the pews for that purpose. 

It is uncertain ·when the first 
women's society was organized 
but it is thought to have been in 
Dr. Carson's pastorate. 

In 1939, a young women7

S so
ciety was organized . . Both socie
ties have kept alive the interest in 
the ~'laster's work both at home 
and elsewhere fr1 the world. 

Individuals have gone out as 
missionaiies, religious workers, 
ministers and minister's wives. 

Ladies' Aux·iliary 

Space will not permit adequate 
description of the work of the 
women of this congregation. The 
Ladies' Auxiliary has been a pow
erful force · in the material well 
being of the church and manse. 
No actual date has been found for 
its organization but it is known to 
have existed in 1907. 

Officers of the Church 

Congregational Chairman 
1\1onte L. Scott 

Secretary J\1Irs. Nelle Blaine 
Treasurer C. Dennv Scott 

" 
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Jhe 1950 Board o/ 'Jr,,ufeM 

Seated: J. M. Cunningham, B. J. Kenney, M. L. Scott, T. P. \Veaver. Standing: C. D. 
Scott, Andrew Ralston, John Jones. 

Recent I niprovements 

In 1949-1950 a new gas furnace 
was installed in the parsonage. 
The kitchen and bathroom have 
been remodeled; hardwood floors 
have been laid and other im
provements made. 

The outside of the church 
has been completely done over. 
A new steeple has been built to 
replace the old one. The brick on 
the front of the church has been 
painted and perm.a-sealed. The 
side walls and back have also 
been penna-sealed. 

More improvements on the out
side of the church are planned 
for the future. 

Sons of the Church 

Foux sons of the congregation 
known to have entered t!ie Gospel 
Ministry are Arthur Reed and \V. 
H . Reed, brothers~ sons of Elder 
David Reed ( 1887), Edward vV. 
Welch, son of Elder John W . 
vVelch (1905) and W. Brownlee 
S111iley. 

NI erabership 

The inembership has varied at 
different runes in the long history 
of the chtuch, due perhaps to in
fluencing circun1stances. The 
practice of receiving persons into 
church n1embership at an early 
age has not always prevailed. 



The men1 bers have ever been 
faithful in giving of their time, 
talents and substance in further
ing the work of the Kingdom. The 
present me1nbership numbers 263. 

Through the Years 

It is a tradition that Dr. Donnan 
was elected when two congrega
tions 111et halfwav between Bur-

"' gettsto-vvn and i\-1t. Pleasant. One 
man nominated Rev. Donnan. An
other man non1inated Robert 
Douglas. People rallied around 
the standard bearer of the inan 
he pref eITed. H.ev. Donnan won. 

Rev. Graha1n \Vas pastor of the 
church during the Civil War. He 
was a strong Union man and ap
parently ·was not afraid to say so. 
There \Vere quite a fe-vv "Copper
heads" or Southern sympathizers 
in the Burgettsto-vvn area and they 
started to intimidate the minister. 
Feeling must have ntn rather high 
because a detachn1ent of cavalrv 

.F 

was sent into the cormnunity to 
protect Rev. Graham. 

The question of the church 
charter is nlentioned in the con
gregational minutes of 1907 but 
they do not state what, if any
thing, -vvas done about it. 

At the tin1e of its organization 
this chtu-ch was in Chartiers Pres
bytery. In 1859, Frankfort Pres
bytery was formed and Burgetts
tO\iVIl, by its ovvn choice, connect-

ed \vith it. In 1921, we were again 
placed in Chartiers Presbytery. 

It is unique that the two mein
bers, who are the oldest in point 
of men1bership, Nlrs. IVfargaret 
A. !\tialone and :Nlrs. :NiilHe B. 
Brestle, a:re sisters. 

The congregational minute 
book vvhich has been preserved 
dates from 1873 and in the front 
of it is found the Constitution 

- adopted by the congregation. Ac
cording to it, the duties of the 
h·ustees (among others) \Vere to 

. rent pews, settle disputes about 
priorities of seats and to take care 
of the cen1etery. There were 108 
pews. There are frequent refer
ences in the minutes to arrears in 
pew rent. 

In Nlarch, 1895, resolutions 
against dancing \Vere passed by 
the session and read before the 
congregation by the pastor. 

It is \VOrthy of note that ~:fr. 
Robe1t K. Scott, who served as an 
elder for forty-seven years and 
his son, :~vfr. vV. F. Scott, served 
successively over a span of eighty 
years with the exception of two 
years between the death of the 
father and the ordination of the 
son. 

John i\1. vVelch was director of 
the choir for almost fifty years. 

The bulletin board which 
stands in front of the church was 
a gift of T. E. Millsap, president 
of Weirton Steel Company. 
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Closing . the Book 

vVe have endeavored to follow 
the history of this church through 
the years> from the n1inutes, Rev. 
Sutton's historical sermon, news
paper articles, letters and infor
rnation received from present and 
former n1embers. 

.;. 

Those who have labored and 
loved have builded far better than 
they knew, and may the history 
that we are making today be just 
as sacred, just as vital and just as 
interesting to those who follow in 
our footsteps as the · history of 
those who in great faith founded 
this church, has been to us. 

:~vlrs. J. Vincent \Velch 
:Miss ~1f au de Ackelson 
i\'Irs. Joseph R. Culley 
JVIrs. J. \Vilbert Welch 

- Historical Comn1ittee 



Ann:iversary C onmi.z.ttees 

James R. Dee111er - Student Pastor 
Lee R. I\-fcKinney - Anniversary Chairman 

James C. Wolfe - Secretary 

PUBLICITY & INVITATION 

tvliss Elizabeth Scott ~1rs. Paul Smiley 
~1frs. Harry Tennyson 

CHURCH I-llSTORY 

~·frs. J. Vincent vVelch 
i\'Iiss Iviaude Ackleson 

PR,OGRAi\1 

iVlrs. J. H. Culley 
Nirs. J. vV ilbert 'Velcb 

J. \!Vilbe1t \Velch Harold J\·1alone 
Nlrs. Nelle Blaine 

SOCIAL & ENTERTAINJ\1ENT 

~.frs. \V. E. Dickson 
~1rs . Herny Tennyson 
J\:hss Helen Bigger 

H. L. Tennyson 
J\ifrs. Ruth J\11alone 

IVIUSIC 

ivirs. Lee R. McKinney 
Nliss Stella Mechling 
J\1Irs. Stanley Grabsky 

rdrs. Josephine La wsou 
\

1liss ~1la1y Bigger 

\VELC0~·1E & REGISTRATION 

:\1. L. Scott 
Lee R. Iv! cKinney 

John Jones 

1v1rs. T. P. vVeaver 
:\

1Iiss J\·'laude Ackleson 
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Church Celebrates 150 Y 
f -, 

s June l1 ~ · 18& -7 . ,. 

' 

Plans are rapidly ·nearing com_.. · liotne~t>mihg 
pletion for the one hundredth _and served on . Sunday, June 18, when 

1 
fiftieth anniver~ary celebration at former members and· friends will 

l.

t he .... First. U?ited P.resbyteri~ attend. Dr. Richard w. Graves, 
church. Invitation have peen ~mail- . . . . 
ed to as many of the former mem- editor of the Christian Umon Her

il}ej;s and friends-- of the congrega- ald will be the speaker at them.or
[ tioq as names and addresses could ning service. Luncheon will be' 
ibe secured. A feature of the anni- served by the ladies ·of the church 1 
versary will be a booklet giving to guests at the services. At 2:30 
the history bf the one hundred and homecoming fellowship will be 
fifty year old church and many observed. Former pastors an d 
interesting facts .concerning the neighboring ministers will remin
ear ly. history of the church a n d isce and w ill bring greetings. Mrs. 
families of the community as well A. A. Love; ,nee Mary E. Thome, 
as pictures of the church an d of- for many years associated witl;t 
ficer s and pictures and biogra- Union high school will be the guest 
phi es of pastors from 1878 to the soloist. ..... __ 
present day . · On J une 20 the Chartiers Pres-

Th e cel~bratio_r:i . "_"ill ope~ o n bytery w!ll hold its summer meet
J une 11 \V1th decncahon ser vices of ing in the evening. June . 23 C9m
r ecel'.J.t improvements. In ~948 new munion . preparatory services will 
memorial windows w ere mstalled. be held by student pastor James R. 
Complete r epair and repainting of • Deem~r. · · . ' . 
the outside of t_:tie church w as ~~ne I Ob ser vance of the summer Com
in 194_9 and 19o0. A n ew outs;de munion on June 25 w ill close the 
~rnlle!m _ boa~d h as been erec L~d I celebrat.ion of the. One Hundr edth 
ident:ifyrng th~ church. A spec1_al and Fiftieth Anniver sary. Dr. H. 
evemng service_ on J~_e 11 w1ll 1·Ray Shear will h av e charge of. 
present L al Motilal, Sialkot, P ak- th. · . 
. t is service. 
IS an. 



· ~·-fits,tow n , U. · P,. ,Cn~urch 
. (· .... ..... 

t· ':··<.,,, ·.,W .'Qrs .10 'Fganiz·ed In .:1·8'00 
:· ~, 

""' " ;opl~· of Burgettstown 11.ave been attending church al-
...f)i?jSt since tlie Rev·Ql~~~,i~riar¥ War: . 0'.f p :.re': ~q:bWc.l\les : ~~1rt1;1in 
0 -urgettst0 / Fir bot0ugh tociltay, tlae F.irst United· Presh>yter~an 
C·hurcp may · lay cla~m to b>e'i:r:i·g 'th.e 0.ldest, foF its e©flgrega- . 

. tion was org,anized. [,n 180'()), jlilst 24 years after the Dedara-
"'~i:on 0£ h,J.depenaence yvas sign.ed. At 'that time 'the populati0n 
of 13,u.rKettstGWn nmmibered ai1D0ut 2©0 · peop·le. For some ~tea0r.s 
after its airganizcltion the congregation had no 1,11eetin~ house, 
anGl servkes ,we·re held ifil the ; open air, but ,eveJiltually a 
d<!rt:tble ltog lmHding was e·rectecl j 1Us1t ever : the ,hiii'1I from the 

P.re§~ 1chl!lrci'h. The -©kl United: 
\ : r~sl!ryt~r), y-ze:metery on the . . . . . 
$ 0 uth B ,uI"lgef:itst:oiwn-Cherry Val- ?wo long aisles, the ie.nioo-th ·of the 

. ;i.lley road i<S nea'!' the .sri.te oif the church, met a c~oss alS'lf? ~t the 
'oi¢ log ·eh.\1Ll'C'll. ·" . f'.ron~ ot the pulpit. Here t.he c0U!--
. 'Since the peQ!Ple who moved ml!tll10~ ·taJble· ·S:1lo0d. ' 
mfo Bllirig~ttst©wn a•rea were As- lne'Ji.gible members ' w~re dis
s0eiate Pr~ib:Y'<t~riatrs, Seceders or couraged from J_)ar:ticipating: in 
Cd;venall'lters, th.e United Presby- ;~e .commrmion §ervice iby ,a 
.te.rian Church her-e V/.g,s first fo;icmg o~ _t-he · taibles.". The 
lmown :as the Ass'0'date Chwcb., phra·se meam.t that oommruni.:. 
and early coam:nunion ~k:ens bOO-e ' cants receiived the ·elements a.t a 
tfue letters ·"A. .c .. " as syIDJbols. table set · be.fcxre the pulpit · with 

The :ffiTstb min~ter to 'serve the bread, a large silver c'Llp of wine 
c o1;gllegat-ion regularly was Rev. and a :Pitc-her for replenishing 
W. c. Brownlee who :was in the cup. As a psalm wa,s &rmg, 
charge ·Qf the A!ss1odC\te !Church , _two elders, one o,n either side of 
.at Hic'lmry an<il the Bur:gettstOWJ."- , t·he ?h'l!lr~h led ,.a group .of cf.>:n
-'C.hurch. simu1.taneous1y. · m1ilmcants .t0 t:.he tai')Jle, where 

'~@'l•-· BrownJee, who incident- they w·ere seated u1poR receipt· of 
a Jly ,was ordai•ned: in Scotland, the t0kens by •two otherr elders. 
~erved as pastor from 180·9 until The group was replaced by an.!. 
1812. Rev. Alexander J:>onnan, or- other until each ·member h0ldin,g 
<l.a·irred in I:relar-rnl, was the second a token had been servecl. Tokens 
iregufa,r pastor preaching f r o m were distributed· prior to t 'h e 
1818 uNtil l840 . F or f:i:ve years communion service only to those 

>-f0H0wbg hiG pastorat e, t the who were ·in giood sta'l1ic1mg. 
eh,ureila w:as withO'U.t a ·minister, Whiie the frame cJ:mr·dh exis<t-
ib rnt ·durr.ilnig t'l;ti s · period the con- ed, Rev. Rofbert J. Hammond -~;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;=;;;;;;;;;;;;;;:;;;;;;;i;,;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; 
g :regatio11 replaced the old log ··(1845-l858 ) Rev. Samual Gra- spot where the: present church sent iFirst ' Unite<il Pres!byterian 

cnuxch wi•th a frame buikPi.ng ham ( 18'32 -1 871) and Rev. J'ohn s tands. In. 1873 is was m<G<Ved ·a- !Church and was erected at .a .cost 
costing $1,040.00. The new build-. Hood (1872-1878} served! 1a,s pas- •gain to the rea:r ·o.:i: the lot in or- of $27~00.0 . It . wa~ ·ciles'i!gned. ,J:>y 
in.g1 w];1ich is' reiported to \have tors . der that excavating cot11d ibe d:one Jmnes .P. B:ailey of Robinson 
ibeen 4\)·1.X:G0 \1 face:d north and About 1860 the frame -t>uilding for the new bri.ck buildin,i,g . , T '.'>wnshiip; the walls were ibuilt by 

was .~,t~ed by two main do<Jir;:'. r?S l'\? ved in Hs ~~~lr~::~:.:~~?~."'::~~1~~J~:::~:i:t -~h~r1f~ndxerw ~ruce, grand-· 
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Y. M. C. A. for Burgettstowll 

The men's org2iniza.tion, which 
was recently or~anized with R. C. 
Cassidy president, T. H. Huber and 
J . M. Pyle vice-presidents and C. A . 
Hamilton and L. M. Davies secri'
tar ies. held !heir first meeting- in 
the Fi r st U nited Presbyterian 
church Sunday afternoon at 3 
o'clock. A short song- service was 
held, with H. M. Roy leader and H. 
K. B r umbaugh organist, after which 
prayers ~ere offered by Rev. G. R . 
Steele, T. H. Huher and C. A . Ham
ilton. President Cassidy then call
tc'l npon Rev. R. H. McCartney to 
outline the pur poses and work of 
the organization. Mr. McCartney 
stated that the work, as he saw it, 
was to conver se the ener g-y gather
ed in the recent evangelistic cam 
paign. He pointed to the attend
ance at all the morning preachi air 
ser vices, and to the lack of profan
ity on onr streets, as some of the 
g-r eats results of the meeting-a. The 
thing for the men to do was to trv 
to maintain this hiJ.rh order of 
things It will be so easy for some 
to slip back into their old ways; the 
men should stand asa bodyag-ainst 
the devil <1nd his wiles and help the 
weak brother. Mr .- .J\'lcCartney then 
suggested that one of the best thing-s 
the men conld do w as to oq:ranize 
a Y. M. C. A., where the yonng- peo
p le conld go for r eadini:r and recre
ation instead of loafing on tre 
streets. The su .ri:reslion was hearti
ly r ecei ved anrl everyone called 

1

. 

npon exp ressed hiinRelf as being 
hea rtily in favo r of the movement. 
D r. S. L. McCnllongh , of Crafton, ' 
was p r esen t .a n d spoke of the great 
chang-e he had noted in Buqretfs
tow n as a r esult of the meeting-a. 
He said' that he k new of no better 
way to conse r ve these results than 
by establishing a Y. M. C. A., and 
s tated th'lt if th e projec t was taken 
np and th e men showed that they 
meant b u s in ess he would contri
bute $300 to the fnnd. He also stat
ed that there was no r eason why 
B u nrettstown should not have a 
Ca rn e¢e free libr a r y, and he be
lieved they could get it. Revs. G. 
R . Steele and G.·W. Snodgr ass and 
Prof. G. R . No rris txpressed them
selves a ::i hea rti ly in favor. of the Y. 
M' . C. A., as did p ractically every 
business man p res ent. 

On motion a committee, consi8t
ing of Rev. R. H . McCartney, J. P. 
Linn and \V. G. Cramer, was uamed 

to confer with the state authorities 
in reg-ard to an org-anization. Th is 
committe has arrang-ed to have a 
well-known Y. M. C. A. worker ad
c'lress the men of Rurgettstown in a 
meetini;r to be held in Westminster 
Presbyterian chnrch' next Snnda y 
afternoon af3 o'clock. 

First United Presbyterian Church 
The Bun?ettstown Call-February 18, 1915 Edition 



FI RST CNITED PR ESBYTERIAN 
Rev. Richara C. Sutton, pastor 

Sunday School' - --------- 9:4'5 A. M. 
Superintendent, Harold Malone 

Morning W9rship ' ------ 11:00 .4; M. 
Junior Missionary ______ . 6:45 'P. M...-
Superintendents, Mrs . J. R . ·culley 

and Mrs . Earl La" son ., ' ,_ . 
Young People's Society __ 6:45 P. M. i 

o'clock. 
P resident, Ruth Ter.nyson 

Evening Worship !. _______ 7:30 P . M:·· 

The Spring meeting of Presbyte ry 
will be held Tuesday in the Unite.cl 
P.resbyterian Church at Thomas . 

First United Preshvterian C.hurch 



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 

Rev. R . E . Carman, minister 
9:45 a. m. , Sunday school. John 

Stevenson an.d Alvin L . Berry, super
intendents. 

11 a . m. Morning service with - ser
mon. 

6:30 p. m. , Senior Ch1istian En
deavor. 

7:30 p. m . , evening worship; Wed
nesday ev·ening, prayer service , 7:30 
o'clock. The public is cordially in
vited to a ttend. 

A large congregation was present 
for Communion services last Sunday. 
There were four accessions to th~ 

church. 
A Congregational meeting was held 

on Monday evening ,. at which time 
Trustees (or the ensuing year were 
elected. 

The Mary Pyle Bible Class met 
'Vednesday evening, April 10 , at the 
home of Mrs. ~e Addington, of Har
mon Creek. 

The Women's · Missionary Society 
will meet Thur day, April 11 at 2 
o'clock in the church annex . Mrs. 
George Pyle will be the leader. Mns. 
Lola Ackleson will speak on .foreign 
Missions and her s ubject will be, 
"Cho en". Mrs. Berry will discuss 
the National Missions, Topic "Amer
ican Indians". Mr,,;; . James McWbor
ter will harv'e the Prayer Calendar. 

The Ladies Aid Society of the Firs.t 
Presbyterian church will hold a 
Rum.ma~ Sale in the Barbush build
ing,. Main street, Tuesday, April 16. 

First Presbyterian Church 
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three of them being o~tside of .the ·church. He 
estimates he has ·made seven thciusand.' calls leav
ing· a message in prayer in most cases. ·· No 
part of his work brought mp~e · j.oy than· this,. . 
Cal~ statistics do not t ell tne whold story. 
Only eternity can reveal the number who .have 

"found Clµ'i st through .our witness of this 
church, and the degree ' of growth of ea6h of us 
into '. 11 ,the meas'ure of' the . stature of Christ." 
· .' I , w~nt tq pay thfs .·tribute to the companion 
God has . g:i;.ven me to s,hare my o.oys arid , s'qrtows, 
my triumphs and ·defeats. · I can.not express how 
much she has meant to me, ' h9Vi; her womanly " 
intit~tion, her :sensitiveness . top eople' s suf;f"'." 
ering ci.rid need, her .c2:pabili:(:,y in enthusing other.s 
and leading the!l).· to work for 1·the Master;:· her 
talent as a teacher ·of ' li t .tle children have made 
possible a service .which t coUld not have ·per-
formed al.one.. · . · · · · .. 

·As :·the time yomes to leave you, we ·.warit 
to say that these last weeks have · r evealed · 
y01~r. 1 c;rve ' :in a · way that stir;=; us profoundly • 

. ": :We· .qid · n,ot . Rrriow we itaq en:ter·ed so deC:l'ply irito 
.. your ,hearts. ·we l eave vQ.th sincere gratitude 
for "the i ittle· things 'many of you have been 
dqing for us through the years· to show ~bur l 'ove . 

. We appreciate· the r E'.?ent gifts; the entertair:uUent 
· ':U. in your hQme s,. .th.e ' beauti,ful tributes by 'inail . .. · 

And then; your tears tell 'better •than ,words how · 
.much ·you care•. Thank you ·Slovan, . for y01ir 1 gifts. 
No one c'ould be nioer ·to' u.s than you havtf ,been. 
';l'ha.nk. you ' dearly beloved; · for" the pulp1; ~A•. 

, 'Mrs. Su~ton thanks those groups a~d· ina:;i.viduals 
who have been remembering her. This is written 
before Friday evening. Thaflk ·you for whatever 
you ar,e planning for us at . tha.;t time.· I~ all 
overwhelms us. GOD BLESS AND. KEEP YOU.··'·, 

, ' 

' 

\ 
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1''111.S'r Ul-11'1.ED Pl.titS l.3 ~'1'.GHL E GIWUCH 
i3url'e t. t:..sto·:m, Pwmla. 

FAID:V!LLL COM'.:.ilJ!IJION SEi.tVI.CE 
Richard c. Sutt.on 

-~------~~------------.....--~...-.--~------------------~--· 
t•This is rny COI'.lf.'an~ment, t}1<.r.t ye loye cine .. ... 

&.nothi::lr, even as 1 hav0 loved you.n - Jno. 15:12. 
. ' 

---~·--------~--~~--~-------------------------------
PitELUDE: 
. ci~tL -I'O SORSl IIP: 

· ·· "If ·:.;r.:. were· raised ~o ;~ct::·ier with Christ, seek 
the thir,gs thcrt; ure above, whore c::1:rist is, soatod at 
the right hund of God -- Set i1ot. your mind upon the 
thin6S · th .. ;.t are upon the earth. For yu died, and: 
itOur life is hid with Christ in God." - Col. J:l-3 
P}LlSID: . Old Hundredth Psalter 268:1, 2 
INVOCATION, LORD'S PR.AYER CHORi~L 'RESPONSE: 
APOSTLES CREED: 
GI.ORrn. PA TRI: 
SCRIPTURE LES.SON: 
:RECEPTION OF MEMBERS: 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: 
PRAISE: 
WORSHIP WITH TITHES AND OFFZRINGS: 
OFFERTORY: 
CHOIR SPECIA.TJ: 

Page 436 

John 15:1-17 

Psalter 350 

SERMON: "Christ and the New Co:gupaindinent" · 
PRAISE:. 
SACRAMENT OF THE LORD' s· .SUPPER: 

Psalt er. _313:_1, 2 

PRAISE: Psalter 53 
BENEDICTION AND SILENT PRAYER: POSTLuDE: .. .. .... ... .. ... . .... . 

---------------~-~--------~------~------------------
Brothers and Sisters in Christ·: 

We thank God for our years of ser~ice in 
BurgettstoWri. We thank· you too for your·hearty ·coo
peration, - the · sessi(.)n, trustees; choir ·, Sabbath · 
School officers, teachers; young people 's societies 
and women's organizations. We thank the ladies of 
the auxiliary for their watchfulness, for the. 

comforts '.to the,,pa.stor 1 s family, tllo.e church tr0asurer 
for ,the promp~ness-, of t he arrival of the monthly 
check, the choir ·director for his. faithfulness 
in spite of a · full · schedule, the orgariist for her. 
joyful cooperation, the secretary for ,our bulletin::/, 
clerk o;f se~>°sion ·for .our records, the custodian 
for his untir.ing .. efforts in keeping the Lord 1 s house 
neat and corri:fortabl~. We thihk .of . the ·long years · of 
serv~ce of Mrs. Bill Malone:; Mi-ss Alma Cox and Mrs. 
J. V. Welch to th,e ·B.ible School. Mr. and :Mrs. Bert 
Jfossellt's many .years . of service t"o Sl.ovan Mission, 
going out' eve.ry .S<i!-bbath · morping at nlne 0 1 clock 
as well as· on w.eqk .nights,. are an in8piration and 
a challange to.all of ~s. 

~ ave been tjlade, - thEl . orge.n and· cm.mes, a furnace, £, 
Through ·o-ur ··united efforts many irITproveipents· . 

_'i: , evi lighting fixtures installed,: the sanc:nuar,y covered 
~ ~ rith a._ new rug,. shrubbery ~lan_i.ed: the Sab~a,th · t · ~Scho~d into class roams with cu!.'tains, 

l t
~ ki~chen mo~mzed, a complete job· of r~.·n do,ne, 

· a.cqu1rirrg··crrobes for. . both cl}oir·s, and, lastly .. 
~ · , tho instal:Iation of new . stainec!_:glas~ ~ndo".'s• · 

·1\ :'\ 
J:i ""'; 

ii}lt ;.~ .. 
\"' I ,~ 

"During -tne -.early years of our nnnist1:'y we 
developed a very large Intermediate Society. Many 
of the ;young adults. of today speak in t erms of ·· 
high · praise of the things · they l earned and tl'~e · good 
time s they enjoyed in .that society. Later ·the · 
Beginners and Pdmary DP.partment .: of the Bible 
School was quilt up until.=. it. now.widely•lfiiown for 
its imrnbers and its effective program • . The $ame 
group fo,rins an actiye Little ·Light Bear.er_s · and 
Junior .J>J!issionary Society. · Recently a ·class of 
young adults wa.s formed,.. called "the J. o .. r.· Class. 
The latest service· to the ohurch' has been tpe · 
organizing of a Jµnior Choir. · . · · . 

During my mitiistry six hundred tPirty-five 
have been received into thechurch, Infant 
baptisms number .one hundred sixty-one·and sdult 
baptisms eli.ghty-four. The pastor has offici~ted at 
nj.n~seven weddil)gs. Ho has conduc t ed t_!"o 
huhd!:.,ed fifty-five funerals, _ one hundred sixty-




